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LECTURE ON BURMAH.
LY THE REV. HOWARD MALCOLM, AT PHILADELPIIIA,

Brermah, as is well known, lics on the east side of
the Bay of Benmal, and extends as tar as China,  The
porulation of Buw mah is about sis nilliors, It is sev-
en hundred miles long, and four L dred wide.  Bur-
mah is decidedly the most influential jortion of Tndie.
The govesmneat is an absolute wonarchy ; but the
laws are god, and generally well executd.  As you
approach the seat of government, the country is ina
good state of cultivation, while the more remote parts
are much neglected.  In fact, everything pertaining to
the country.wheiherin the cultivation of tand, or in'the
administration of laws, receives better attention in the
jmmediate neizhborhood of the scat of gzovernment,
tLanin the remoter parts.  In this yespeet, the conduct
of'the people is much like that of our slaves at the
Souwth. At the extiem:ties of the country, every extor-
tion is practiced, For example—if the King sends out
 chicf to get up a comp.any of soldiers, that chicf will
draft those whom he thinks will be the least hikely to
g9, and then lets them off ouly on coudition that they
pay a laige sum, which the chief puts 1 his own col-
jors. Thedr aimuics ate Liave and well disciplingd—so
much so, that the Biitish feared them more than any
other army of India,  Fheir navy is very poor, and Is
a mare apology for one.  Thoy are a highly civilized
people.  They have good 1vads, canals, aud commerce.
A forcigner is very apt to judge of things by the 1ules
0 whicle he Las ben accustomed, ard, in this way,
10.ms a wiong estinsate of their real coudition,

Their is u peculiar feature m the division of their
property.  QOccupation is possession. So long as a
man keeps a good funce around ki lend, 1t is his, and
he loses it s soon as he neglects this. Their land is
not taxeds but the inhabitans we.  They are not des-
titute ¢f a literature.  Books are numercus, and some
of them very ancient. They are szid to extend back
many thousands of years ; but we may be safe in siy-
mg that they date back as far as 600 years before
Chvist.  They have a goad system of common school
cducation, and it may be safely said that there is not
2 man in the kingdon: who cannot read and write.—
‘T'he priests are compelled to teach the boys of an early
age.  The girls are neglected, and those only are cdu-
cated, whose parents are able to defray the expenses of
their education.  There appear to be no restrictions
imnposed on the intercourse between the men and the
women, as there is in many of the castern countries,
by degrading the women. Thereis a peculiarity, how-
ever, which would seem to place the women even high-
er than inthis country—that is, that they always carry
che purse. It would be considered a disgrace for a
man to carry it.  The result is, that, in that céuntry,
there are ro bankrupts. .

Their timber is of a very durable nature. The
sneaker had sailed in a vessel upwards of 90 years old.
They expoit a great quantity of lumber, Their ivory
is also of an excellent quality, and is an important ar-
ticle in their commerce. They raise the finest cotten
in the world, Bird’s nests are heve used for making
soup. ‘The birds build them much in the same man-
ner as the swallows in tu s country—attached to the
side of some support. ‘Tl ey make these nests out of
their own bosoms ; and sc great is the deinand for this
savory dish, that these nes s bring their weight in gold,
Rharks? fins arealso used for the same purpose.  Both
of these articles are the sources of great revenue to the
King. The Chinese, being great epicures, create a de-
mang for both dishes, Incommerce, they charge their
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taxes in hind, so that this prevents any discussion in
regard to tariti.  Every tenthis taken asa tax.  Silver
and Jead constitute the principal part of their currency.
The silver is 1un into cakes, and change is made by
cutting off small portions,  After it has been run over
a few times, it becomes deteriorated—and, when the
| price of an article is asked the venders will request
that the silver be shown 3 and so good judges are they,
that they will immdiatedy tedl the amonnt of alloy,
and will raise the price on their merchandise,

The buildings of this country are very slight, and
poorly fitted to keep ou! the thief; but stealing is not
very common here.  Bamboos and matsare thetv baild-
ing materials. The buildings for worship are the most
substantial they have. ‘These are pagodas, and are
constructed of solid stone or brick.

The Pyramids of Egypt are pagodas, in my opinion.
Nothing but religion conid ever have Influenced man to
have erccted such buge buildings.  When a man makes
avow, he erects as large a pagoda as his means will
allow. 1issonafter him, perhaps, builds a larger one
over his, and thus onc succeeds another, until it becomes
an immense building. ‘Tkis appears to be the way the
! Egyptian pyramids attained such a size.

Their pagodas and monsteiics all are gilded over, and
present a splendid appeaance when the sun shines up-
onthem. The people are very stiict in regaidto rank.
Thisis indicated by the nunber of roofs on their houses,
covels on their umbrllas, and followers that attend
’ them. These attendan!s are all engaged in carrying
i something. One has the tobacco box, another the pen,
, 2 third the ink, and a foarth an umbrella,

The iecturer found a great deal of refinement among
the ladiecs. They make holes in their cars and the
size is in proportion to their rank. He had scen some
as large as a silver dollar picce. The dress of both
men and wesnen is very becoming.  They have neither
seamstress nor tailors; but use the cloth as it comes
from the loom. They wrap it about them and let it
hang in large festoons.

They consider it a great disgrace to have white teeth,
and they have a preparation for the purpose of coloring
them black. ‘The great aim among the ladies is to be
fat, and to be lean they think is surc evidence that they
are not well fed. They weave silk very beautifully
and ingeniously. The Burmans have the power of
smeltingmetals. They even transcend the Russiansin
the making of Lells. e saw one that weighed eighty-~
five thousand younds. It was twenty feet in diameter
aud one foot thick. He was told that there wasin an-
other part, two bells that weighed three hundred and
thirty thousand pounds.  ‘They havevery fine jewelry.
Their music is poor and chiefly set in the minor key.
They make their canoes even better than our Indians,
and some of them are seven by sixty feet long. A
greal deal of their commerce is carried on by caravans,
‘They have regularly educated doctors, which, with
their free schools ought to give them in a great deal of
notoriety. They have two schools of medicine, and
they are respectively termed the diet and medicine
schools, English walnut shells, ground up fine, enters
very extensively into the prescriptions of the latter,
One of these dactors told the speaker that there were
sixty-five diseases in the human body, and he had a
remedy for all. Just acquaint hitn with the discase,
and then he could core it.  Sometintes it was very dif-
ficult to asceitain which it was, and in such cases he
compounded all these cures and gavea dose of the mix-
twie. They cure rheumatism by kneading their pae
tients like women do brcad. They do first with the
| soft palm of their hands, and then with their knuckles,




