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Bîrmalh, as is well known, lics on tIhe cas, side of
the Bay of Bened, and extends as far as China. The
porilation ' l' ilr mah is al-out sis nillioi.s. It is set -
ci hnudird miils lolng, and four Lu. dird vide. Bur-
1ia is decidedly the Iost iiflueintial î.ort on of TIdia.

h'lie gove:inmtenît is an absohite inonarchy ; but tIhe
laws are g..od, and gencially well executs d. As you
approach the seat of goverrment, the country is ii a
good state of cliiivation, whil tie iore remixote parts
are much neglected. lIn fac't, everything pertaining to
tIhe counti y wlihe r i the cuhivat.n of land, or im the
admini.tration of lawvs, receives better atteintionî im the
mmediate neighîbo:-hood of tle st at of government

tLan ii the remroter parts. In this iespect, the conduct
ofthe people is much like tiat of our slaves at the
South. At thie extiem:ties of theecountry,every extor-
tion is practiced, For example--if the King s'>nds ont
al chief to get uip a con.anv of sohheis, that chief wil
draft thoe whon lie tlinks vill be the least lhkely to
g, and then lets then of' only on condition thut tli v
pay a laîge sum, whicli ile chiel' puits ii his ownî col-

r Their ainii, s ai e ill d isciplied-so
mnluch so, tIra blte Biitih feariid theur muore tLai aniy
pther army of lridia. Tlr&r navy is % cy poor, and is
-a more apolag) for one. Tlhey are a h:ghly civilizedl
Seople. Tl< y har e good îuads, canals. ant comimerce.
A foreigner is ery apt to judge of tlii.gs by tIhe inles
to uh:Cll le LIas bren accustomrd, dud, inl this w ay,
i.mins a wrvong estinîate of their jeal conidition.

Tiheir is a peculiar fcature n the division of their
property. Occupation is possession. So long as a
man keeps a good fence around lis lid, it is his, and
lie !oses it as soon as lie ieglectz> this. Their land is
not taxed.; but the inihabitains ie. Tlicy are not des-

titute of a literature. Books are numerous. and some
of theni very ancient. They are said to extend back
nanv thousands of years ; but ve may lie safe in say-
îng that they date back as far as 600 years before
Christ. They have a gond system of common school
education, and it may be safely said theat there is not
a man in hie kingdon who cannot read and write.-
The priests are compelled Io teach the boys of an early
age. The girls are neglected, and those only are cdut-
cated, whose parents are able to defray the expenses of
their education. There appear to be no restrictions
inposed on tIre intercorse betwreen the men and the
w'omen, as there is in many of the eastern coutries,
by degrading itie w'omen. T ere is a pcliarity, horw-
ever, wlîich would seem to place tie wr'omen even high-
er than in this country-that is, that they alrvays carry
the purse. It would be considered a disgrace for a
iman to carry it. The result is, that, in that còuntiy,

therc ace no bankrupts.
Their timber is of a very durable nature. The

eae:rker had sailed in a vessel upwards of 90 years old.
They export a great quantity of lumber. Their ivory
is also of an excellent quality, and is an important ar-
ticle in their commerce. They raise the fnest cotton
in the world. 13ird's nests are here itsed for making
soup. The birds build them much in the same man-
ner as the swallows in tb s countrv--attached to the
side ofsome support. 'fi try make these niesta out of
thcir own bosoms; aud sc great is the demand for tIs
savory dish, thrat thiese nes s bring their weight in gol,
Sharks' fins are also used for the same puipose. 13oth
,of these articles are the sources of great revenue to the
King. The Chinese, b'inggreat epicures, create a de-
;tinoi for both dishes, in commerce, they charge their

taxes ili kind, so that this prevents any discussion in
rcgard to tariff. Every tenth is taken as a tax. Silver
and lead constitute the principal part of their currency.
The Qilver is iun inito cakes, and change is made by
cutting off snall portions, After it has been run over
a few times, it beconies deteriorated-and, wYhen the
price of an aticle is asked the venders will request
that the silv r le slow, n ; and so good judges are they,
that tbey uill iiimmedi.tely tdl the amonnt of alloy,
and vill raise the price on their merchandise.

The buildings of this country are very slight, and
poorly fitted to keep out' the thief; but stcaling is not
very common here. Banbons and mats are their build-
ing materials. ''ie buildings for worship are the most
substantial they hawr. Thcse are pagodas, and arc
construetcd of solid stone or brický.

The Pyramids of Egypt arc pagodas, in my opinion.
Nothing but religion conid ever have Influenced mari o
havecrectedsuchhugebuildings. Vhenamanmakes
a vow, lie crects as large a pagoda as his means will
allow. IIisson after him, peîhaps, builds a larger one
over his, and tlus one succeeds anothei,until it becomcs
an immense building. This appears to be the way the
IsCy >tian pyramids attained suchi a size.

Their pa¿odas and nuontei ies ail are gilded over, and
present a splend:d appesance w lr the sun shines up-
on then. 'lie people arc r ery sti ict in regaid to rank.
This is indicatcd by tie iunber ofroofs on their bouses,
c, %eis on their unibrdIlas, and ollou ers that attendi
them. These attendan:s are aIl engaged in carry ing
somietlhin. One lids the tobacco box, another the pen,
a tiird bbe ink, and a fourth an unbrella.

The lecturer found a greai deal of refinement among
tle ladies. They make holes in tleir cars and the
size is in proportion to their rank. lHe had seen some
as large as a silver dollar piece. The dress of both
men and women is very becoming. They have neither
seamstress nor tailors, but use the cloth as it comes
froni thle loom. They wrap it about theni and let it
hang im large festoons.

They consider it a great disgrace tohave white tecth,
and they have a preparation for thle purpose of coloring
thiem black. The great aim among the ladies is to be
fat, and to be lean they think is sure evidence that they
are not well fed. Tey weave silk very beautifully
and ingeiniously. The Burmans have the power of
smeltingmetals. They even transcend the Russiansin
the making ofl,ells. le saw one hatweighed eighty.
five thousand rounds. It was tw-enty feet in diameter
aud one foot thick. He was told thatthere w-as in an-
other part, turo bells that weighed three hundrcd and
thirty thousand pounds. Thej have very fine jewelry.
Their music is poor and chietly set in the minor key.
They make their canoes even 'batter than our Indians,
and some of tlem are seven by sixty feet long. A
great deal of their commerce is carried on by caravans.
They have regularly educated doctors, which, wiih
their free schools ought to give them in a great deal of
notoriety. They have two schools of medicine, and
they are respectivily termed the diet and medicine
schools. Englisb walnit shells, ground up fine, enters
very extensir ely into the prescriptions of the latter,
One of these doctors told the speaker that there were
sixty-five diseases in the humnan body, and be had a
remedy for all. Just acquaint himn with the disease,
and Ilien he could cure it. Sometin1es it was very dif.
ficult to ascctaiin which it was, and in such cases he
compounded aIl these cures and gave a dose of he mix.
tu:e. They cure rheumatism by kneading their pa.
tients like women do brcad. They do first wvith the
soft palm of their hands, anld then with their knuchles,


