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up a station off Gravelly Point which he kept until the appearance of
the sky induced him, to run for shelter to Sackett's Harbour, where hie
arrived on the morning of the llth, barely in time to, escape a hcav'y
gale from the wcst accompanied by snow.'

Urgent orders were then received from the Secretary of War
directing him to supply transportation for a brigade of infantrv fromn
Niagara to Sackctt's Harbour for the protection of that port, which
had been ncarly denuded of its garrison and was presunied ta bc in
sorne danger of attack. Sailing thence with a fair wind he arrived off
Niagara on the cvening of the 14th and sent ail Iris squadron except
his flagship into the river to facilitate the cmbarkation of troops and
stores. This was accomplishced before night on tlic 16th and the wholc
got away on the return voyage. The wind soon incrcascd ta a gale
blowing strong front the cast with hieavy rain and snow. The squadron
was dispcrsed and driven toward the hcad of the lake. Most of the
schooners made for the. nouth of the river again. One got in safely.
another carried away lier rudder in crossing the bar, a third lwas
driven ashore and some of lier crev pcrished. Others were tosscd about
at the nxercy of the wavcs and fircd guns of distress ail night. Tlic
Julia succceded iii corning ta anchor close to the entrance of Burlington
Bay whcrc she succced in riding out the storni. Lairgc fires wcrc
kcpt burning near the forts foc the guidance of the pilots. The .Jladi-
son and Oncida ran for shielter toivard Toronto Bay but to tlicir sur-
prise found the entrance strongly fortified and beat back to the mouth
cf thec Niagara wherc tliey arrivcd on the nioeming cf tlic 2Oth. Several
s-camen had been swcpt overboard and lost but tlic vesse!s sustained
littie injury. At midniglit the wind suddcnly clianged to ivestward
and the Pikc and Sy!ph ra.n at once fer Sacketts Harbour arriving
there on the evening of the 3Otlî. Next dav tlac Onii.da andi four of f lie
schoorners whiclî had takzen refuge ii tlic Niagara came in.

"The tmnops and scamien suffered eixrcinely," Chatinccy w~rote,
.'as thcy wcre wet from the commencement of thc gale until fixcir
arrivaI herc. The wvatcr wvas se (Jeep on the bertli deck tlaat w-c w-ca-
obligcd to scuttle it te Jet the water off, yet the mien arrived in better
hcalth than could have been e-xpccted." 2

Thc smaller vessels werc immediatcly laid up and arrangements
mnade for quartcring flac scamen on shore. The arrny had tlîen gone
into wintcr quarters and ail rexpctaztions of an advancc upon oira
apparently abandoncd.
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