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f In languages, we find that they start with the universal effort of
mankind for expression, and that the objects expressed are in part uni-

versal to mankind. Al languages have pronouns, all languages have
numerals, all languages have words for universal concepts, such as

father, mother, son, and daughter; but, in addition to thesguniversal
concept terms, there are other terms which express the facts of the
local environment.

Finally, in philosophies, certain universal concepts, as of regions,
heavenly bodies, fire, etc., are woven into myths, the actors in which
are the animals of the locality.

To a limited extent, arts have travelled from tribe to tribe by ac-
culturation. Industries have, in like manner, travelled from tribe to
tribe; for one tribe has borrowed from another the ideas which are ex-
pressed as object-lessons. Tribes have come in contact with tribes;
they have made wars on one another, and often established peace and
regulated intercommunication. They have thus borrowed legal prin-
ciples from one another, and entered into mutual agreements on the
nature of these principles. The individuals of tribes have conversed
with one another by gesture speech, and, finally, by oral speech; and
thus languages have been compounded. Tribes that have commingled
with one another have interchanged the elements of their philosophies;
and thus myths have spread. Such is the state of demotic characteris-
tics discovered in the Columbian periodl;- but there is no evidence that
the tribes of the Occident have ever commingled with the tribes of the
Orient Thus we are forced to co.nclude that the occupancy of Amer-
ica by mankind was anterior to the development of arts, industries,
institutions, languages, and opinions; that the primordial occupancy of
the continent antedates present geographic4l conditions, and points to a
remote time, which can be discovered only by geological and biological
investigation.

In the demotic characteristics of the American Indians, all that is
common to tribes of the Orient is universal, all that distinguishes one-
group of tribes from another in America distinguishes them from all
the other tribes of the world.

Mankind was dispersed over the habitable earth anterior -to the
development of demotic characteristics. Jon W. PowELL.
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