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AN ENGLISHMAN IN CANADA

" The smali, cheap weekly pa,%ers,
which circulate in England, have a
gwider influence than many of us think.
1We are accustomed to look upon ‘the
great dallies of London and  other
large cities as the vehicles whereby
the people are reached, and we over-
look publications of the class first
above referred to, which find their
way Into the hands®of hundreds of
thousands of people. We observe in
one of these a letter, purporting to
have been written by an Englishman
in. Canada in. which he paints an ex-
.¢eedingly doleful picture of conditions
here. He says labor is scarce and
‘wages at the lowest figure. We can
appreciate how a man coming from
-England to the Dominion might_find
difficulty in getting work, because so
many of them are unable to adapt
themselves to the comditions existing
here; but the second statement, which
.the correspondent makes, namely, that
“the Englishman is hated like poison
out here,” cannot be passed without
contradiction. The ability of the
writer of the letter to form a trust-
worthy opinion on any Canadian sub-
ject may be judged from the fact that
he declares himself disturbed at the
strength of the feeling in Canada in
favor of annexation to the TUnited
States.

We can picture the correspondent in
imagination. - He is one of the class,
who are represented by the mnew-
comer- in the following story. A man

.from the Mother Country was told
that Englishmen were always treated
kindly in Canada, and he replied:
“Ain’t ye bound to? Don't we own
¥ ye?” Of course the tale is an imagin-
ary one, but it represents an attitude
of mind quite common with some of
our English friends on their first ar-
«rival. = The writer of the letter prob-
ably belongs to this class. He also
probably has beeén brought up in a
“groove. The Colonist had a call not
long ago from a nice-looking young
fellow from London, who had been
s brought up in a line of commercial
work, for ' which  there is absolutely
no opening here. He had ‘been unable
to find employment in his particular
. line, and so he came- to Victoria. - “1
am told,” he said, “that there is plenty
of work in the Colonies.”. Failing to
get-'what he was looking for, he ex-
pressed his great disappointment with
the “Colonies,” and returned. to Eng-
land. A man who combined the, above,
characteristics would find it hard to
get work and Wwould make -so -few
- frlends that he might easily become
convinced that an REaglishman is
“hated, like poison here! As to the
annexation sentiment, there*agh unfor--
tunately a good many y i this
< country who take a fiendish delight
in “stuffing” a newcomer from FEng-
land full of all kinds of nonsense, and
evidently the letter. writer had his own
experience in this line.

We have spoken of the Englishman,
who cannot get dlong. ' Now for the
other side of the picture. Here is the
case of a man, who called upon the
Colonist and said that he had arrived
in the city the day before and had a
wife, four children and $4.50. Natur-
allg he wanted ,work. When asked
what kind of work he had been ac-
customed to do, he named an office
employment, but added that he was
strong enbugh to do anything and will-
ing to do it. He was told to go out,
to_ stop the first mman he met on the
sireet, tell him the same thing and
ask for employment, and if he.did not
succeed in getting it to come back and
report, his failure, in which event he
was promised two days’ work. He @id
not come back for two months' and
then to say that he was getting along
very weil, having done just what he
was adyised to do. Men who come to
Canada with that kind of spirit have
rarely any cause for ,complaint: but
the man who runs away with the
notion that because he comes from
England, he has some sort of title to
have his ways and prejudices consid-
ered, and refuses t$ adapt himself to
conditions as he finds them, is very
dikely to have a hard time.

THE ATTITUDE OF THE WORLD.

The ?fan_couver World  hd&  an-
wnounced itself independent in politics,
and has gone even further and de-
clared its_disgust with the Tring rule
which Has characterized the Liberal
regime in British Columbia ever since
the Laurier ministry became firmly
seated In the saddle. Ma: of the
things said by the World are not un-
like -things that the Colonist has sgaid
in the past, although we do mot for a
moment suggest that they were ‘in-
spired by anything that ever appeared
in this paper, for .our . Vancouver cofi-
temporary has simply ‘opened'its eyes
to conditions which have long been ap-
parent to those who looked for them.
The Liberal party had the ball at its
feet in British Columbia at one time,
but ring rule . proved too :powerful.
One result was the loss of the provin-
cial government. At the tim®e of the
break-up of the old political combina-
tions, that is a few . years before the
McBride government came into office,
the Libterals stood a better chance than
the Conservatives to secure the reins
of power, but the party was “bossed”
out of all semblance of vitality. What
has been even more’to its disadvan-
tage was the absolute apathy exhibited
by the self-constituted leaders of the
party in anything tending to the ad-
vantage of the province. Session afier
dession has ‘passed at Ottawa, and
hardly a voice hak ever been raised by
a British Columbpia member in advo-
cacy of anything calculated to benefit
this ‘Western seaboard. Question after
question has arisen in which the prov-
ince had some claim for consideration,
at the hands of the federal ministry,
but there has been, as far as we re-
member, no case in which the repre-
sentatives of the province at Ottawa
backed up®these claims, much less in-
sisted upon their receiving favorable
consideration. Patronage was the one
thing thought about, and this went
into the hands of a small ring, for the
most part. On the latter point we
have not' much to say just now. We
do not say that federal patronage in
this province .has not been abused,
bhut we assign that aspect of the case
a. subordinate’ position as compared
with the manner in which the interests
of British Coluinbia have been disre-
garded by its representatives, who had
1he ear of the government. We recall
nly one speegh, for example, that wa
gelivered in the House of Comimons on

behalf of the claim for better terms;
and that was by Lieut.-Col. Prior, who
was then in opposition. There are
other ways in which this neglect has
been exhibited. . We do not like to say

to make their voices heard in behalf of
the province; we do not like to insinu-
ate that, as between saving Sir 'Wilfrid
Laurier a little possible embarrass-
ment and striving to advance the ma-
terial interest of British Columbia,
they preferred to choose the former.
We shall.confine ourselves to the facts,
contending ourselves to pointing to the
barren pages of  Hansard, which are
conspicuous: for the:absence from:them
of any speeches by British Columbia
Liberals on. behalf «of the provincey
since 1896, and leave others to disy
cover the reason of this state of things.
In taking an independent attitude, and
in its disappointmient at 'the barren-
ness of the record our Liberal rep-
resentatives, as far @& the accomplish-
ment of anything fém. the recognition
of the rights of the province and the
betterment of ‘the ‘condition of its in-
habitants go, the World will have
plenty of company, made up of those
who - have: hitherto’ been disposed to
support the Liberal cabinet.
D ——

QUEBEC’S POSITION.

It must be conceded that there is a
general ‘disposition throughout the Do-
minjon te look upon the province. of
Quebec:as the least prograssive part of
Canada. As everything calculated. to
give the public a correct idea of mat<
ters relating to the progress of the
-country is important, we reproduce the
following statistics from thea Montreal
Gazette. The first table shows the in-
crease of population in Canada between
1891 and 1901.

\ 1891.

98,173

152,506

321,263

450,396
2,114,321

109,078
1,488,535

66,799

1901.
178,657
255,211
331,120
459,674
2,182,947
103,259
1,648,898
158,940

British Columbia ...
Manitoba

New Brunswick....
Nova Scotia
Ontario

Prince Edward Isl'd
Quebec s

The Territories....,

4,833,239 5,371,315

The total increase was 538,076. Tha
next table shows the changes in each
of the provinces:
Quebec
Manitoba,
The Territories
British Columbia...
Ontario
New, Brunswick....
Nova; Scotia 9,178
P. E. Island—decrease 5,719

‘We venture to think that these facts
will be a surprise to most readers.
From them it appears that the three
Maritime Provinces incfeased in the
aggregate -only 13,316, and that On-
tario increased less than Quabec. Bri-
tish Columbia’s increase was six times
as much as that of the Maritime Pro-
vinces and seventeen per cent. more
than that of Ontario, was only a frac-
tion more than half that of Quebec.
Tha Gazette claims that the greatest
industrial’ progress has been made in
Quebec, of course disregarding  agri-
culture, as it claims that the Cénisus of
1911 will show that there are. from
1,900,000 to 2,000,000 people living in
| the great northeastern provinca. It
concludes its article with this senténce,
which: eertainly is” not Ilacking in
“snap*: e '

“In-anpther reduction of their parlia-
.mentary¥  representation  the rdally
hackward provinces whose people, in
their ignorance, sneer at Quehec, will
get another evidencé that progredsigoes
with quietness and not with ignorant
self-conceit and socialistic press. bel-
lowings and railings against men of
commercial courage and industrial.en-
terprise.”

“LAURIER’S 'WORK.’

The Toronto Globe is a little more
explicit than some of ity contemporar-
ies, and in saying that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier -ought to be allowed to finish
his - work, specifically defines that work
as ‘the completion of the National
Transcontinental Railway. But what
has he to do with it? He made the
bargain and committed the country to
it for better or for worse, and only the
other day we were told that contracts
had been let for the whole of the gov-
ernment section, which is to be com-
pleted by December 31st, 1910. Surely
it will not be contended that the com-
pletion of these contracts depends upon
the continuance of the present regime
in office, Surely it will not be said
that if Sir Wilfrid Laurier. is defeated,
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway com-
pany will not build its -part of the. line.
The Globhe argues that it would - be to
tha interest -of Mr. Borden and his
friends “to ‘make this railway cost as
much as possible, whereas it is the in-
terest of the present government to
make it cost as little as possible. Suyre-
ly the Globe does not expect an argu-
ment like this to be taken seriously.
Why in -the mame of ‘common sénse
would it be thé interest of the Conser-
vatives, if entrusted with power, to
make' the railway cost as much as pos-
sibde? . One would naturally suppose
that they would endeavor to show the
country that’'they could do the work
moreé cheaply than the present gov-
ernment, although with all the con-
tracts let, there might not be wvery
many avenues for the prosecution of
economy.: We concede that it ought to |
be the interest of the Libeérals to make
the line cost as little as possible. Even
at a minimum cost it will stand the
country a vast sum beyond Mr. Field-
ing’'s estimate. But the Liberals do not
appear to have shown much desire to
keep down expenses. When the Hod-
gins charges were before a committee
of the House of Commons, the effort of
the government representatives on that
committee was to burk investigation.
There was a chance fhen offered to
find out if the road was costing as little
as. possible, but.it was not utilized.
‘The effort of the majority of the/com-
mittee was directed to mixing up/ Major
Hodgins so much that he would not be
able to establish anything. They la-
bored to get a verdict of “Not Proven,”
and secured. it. If.the Liberal party
had thought that. its interest’ lay in
keeping the cost as lwv as possible,
surely fhe committee, would not have
held the inquiry within. the narrow lim-
its to which it was confined, but would
frankly and boldly have gone into the
whole question of cost. If the Globe
has no better plea than this fo prove
that “Laurier should finish  his work,”
its case is hopeless.

THE PEACE RIVER.

160,363
102,705
92,141
80,484
68,626
9,857

A news item says that Rev.’ Father
Le Treste, of Peace River, is on his
way to Rome and adds: ‘“He reports
an early and abundant harvest in the
Peace River country and says that the
district has a great future.” The Peace
is a large river, and when any one is
quoted as referring to “the district,” it
is not always quite certain what is
meant. The Peace is formed by the
junction of two British Columbia rivers,
the Finlay and the Parsnip. The. latter
has its source ncar the great bend of

the Fraser and fiows nerthward;  the

former flows from the northwest, hav-
ing its source in the easterly slope of
the mountains, from the westerly slope
of which the Stikine and the Skgena
flow. The Finlay and the Parsnip lie
‘west ‘of the'Rocky Mountains, and after
they unite, the waters flow through
that range by one of the most re-
markable canons in the world, The
general course of the Peace is north-
east, and it enters Lake -Athabasca
after a somewhat winding course of a
thousand miles. Navigation is inter-
rupted in some places by rapids, but
the river is deep.and smooth for the
greater part of its course. It flows at
a considerable depth below the general
surface of the country, The part of
Canada drained by this river, of which
we hear most, is that lying in north-
eastern British Columbia and a hun-
dred miles or more in Alberta. Here
are Fort St. John, Hudson’s Hope, and
in Alberta, Dunvegan. Here also the
Dominion government selected the
3,500,000 acres to which it was entitled
under the terms of the railway settle-
ment. In the latest map issued by the
Department of the Interior/this area.is
shown as a block somewhat over
seventy-miles square, of which a little
less than two-thirds is on, the south
side of the river. Speaking' of the
country between Dunvegan and Fort’
St. John, a distance of 120 miles;.about
half of which is in this province, Pro-
fessor Macoun, « writing. thirty years
ago, said: “The trail passes through
many miles of beautiful farming coun-
try,” and again, *It would be folly to
attempt to depict, the appearance of
the country, as it was so utterly be-°
yond what I ever saw before that I
dare hardly make use of truthful words
to describe it.” He adds: “Mr. Selwyn,
who made an excursion ten miles to
the northwest, reports a very luxuriant
vegetation where he was— much
greater than he ever saw at Edmon-
ton or anywhere 'in the Saskatchewan
country.” A few years ago an attempt
was made to discredit th#s report, but
it was answered by the experience of
the few settlers, who had lived in the
country. /There seem,to be four causes
for tha exceptional productiveness of
the region. One is that the natural
fertility of the soil is high; another is
found in the decreased elevation of the
country, for: the whole surface of the
continent east of the Rockies has a
slope to the north from the plateaus
of Dakota and Montana; the third rea-
son is to be found in the long hours of
sunshine, and a fourth is the ample
rainfall. ety

‘While the Dominion government was
undoubtedly entitled to select the area
mentioned, it is' a matter for regret,
in view of the very large contributions
made by this province to the federal
eéxchequer, for which there has been
no adequate return, and also in view
of .the fact that the cost.of administer-
ing’ the.distrtiot will ‘£all 1pon the pro-
vincial government, that the federal
authorities’ were not 'willing!'to sur-
render the.claim to theé land, or, if not,
that they did not see’ their way clear
to.select a part of it not,likely to be
settled at.an.early day. . As it is, the
first settlers who go into the Peace
River country, on the British Colum-
bia side of the boundary line, will take
up land owned by the Dominion gov-
ernment, and the local authorities will
have~to provide roads, bridges, public
buildings and schoolhouses gut of funds
raised in other parts of the province.
In the hands of the provincial govern-
ment this 3,500,000 acres would have
realized & large” sum of money that
swould ‘be expended for provincial pur-
poses.. - Under: the  existing’ arrange-
ment this'moriey will go into the gen-
eral revenue of Canada. The Dominion
‘was entitled to its pound  of flesh, but
the people of Canada would not have
insisted upon its being taken.

Taking Fort“St. John, in British Col-
umbia, as the centra of the Peace River
country, as it is in point of fact of the
area selected by the Dominion govern-
ment, the distance thence to Edmonton,
the nearest railway point at present,
in a direct line, about 350 miles; when
the Grand: Brunk. Pacific is' built the
nearest railway point will be :in the
neighborhood of Fort George, and it
will be about half as far away from
Fort St. John' as Edmonton is. The
difference in distance from Fort St.
John to Edmonton and Prince Rupert
réspectivaly will be inconsiderable from
‘the standpoint of railway traffic, so
that there is every reason for the Col-
umbia cities to look for a share of the
business that will be developed in'this
promising country. When the time
cpmes that we will have a line of rail-
way connecting the -southwest . .and
northeast parts of the province, a con-
summation which we do not think is
very far away, the interests of Victoria
and Vancouver in the development of
the great river valley will ba very in-
timate. , : ; !

GOVERNMENT FELEPHONES

I a speech made at a banquet given
in his honor ‘after the result of the
elections' was known,  Premier Scott,
of Saskatchewan, made some - inter-
esting. announdements as to the policy
of his administration in regard to gov-
ernment’ ownership of telephones. He
declared ‘the  intentien to be to buy
out the. Bell: system and the: Saskat-
chewan company’s system, which cen-
tres at Moose Jaw, and to construct’
several hundred. miles of \trunk lines,
He told' his hBarers' that ‘the people
mmust be prepared for a large initial
expendifure.” The*workéwill be in the
hands ‘of a’speé¢ial department of the
government. ' In addition to building
trunk lines, the government will assist
settlers to create their own telephone
systems, and link"them up: with the
government lines. The aid will be
given in the form 6f free poles, a con-
sideration of  some importance in a
comparatively treeless’ country. Mr.
Scott hopes that in a very short time
there will be no eommunity in Saskat-
chéewan, which waftts a telephone sys-
tem, that will not be prvoided -with
one, ;

‘In Manitoba 'public telephones are
already in operation, and we have seen
a’ recent statement thdt the cost has
amounted to $4,000,000. As‘far as we
are informed the system 'is working

admirably.. Certainly the governments
of the Prairie Provinces, in grappling
with this speciés of public ownership;
have shown commendable courage and
enterprise. The result of their efforts
will - be. closely 'watched, not only all
over Canada; but i every part of
America, . ;

A SUGGESTED CENTENNIAL

¥

BEarl Grey has revived the sugges-
tion made by Ambgssador Bryee, that
the centennial of peace between the
United States and Great Britain should
be appropriately observed, when it oc-
curs in 1914. It is _not too soon to
think about this and to make up our
minds if the occasion is to be com-
memorated. Of course there will have
to be eco-operation between the peo-
ple of both halves of the North Ameri-
can Continent, or a celebration would
be meaningless, At the present stage
about the only thing that can be done
is to discuss it in the newspapers to
see how the suggestion will .catch
the popular fanecy. If it does not

then after our election 1s over and our
neighbors have chosen their president,
it would be timely for some one <to
open unofficial communications be-
tween Ottawa and 'Washington. Mr.
Bryce,” having been 'first in the field
with - the suggestion, might, very pro-
perly be entrusted withs the duty' of

on the ‘point, and if they were ready
to assist, a plan might be formed for
a great demonstration of some kind,
preferably something more in ,the
nature of a pageant than anything
else, or a pageant and exhibition com-
bined. In the hands’of the right man,
a pageant showing ithe progress “of
America .in a Century of Peace would
be exceedingly interesting and attrac-
tive. But' it is too soon to talk of
plans. The first thing to be settled
is as to whether or not the centennial
shall be observed in an international
way. ]

PARTIZANSHIP RUN MAD

We have fairly acute political parti-
zanship in this country, but we are as
mild as sucking doves compared with
what they are in England just now.
For the last year or two there <has
been a perpetual complaint on the
part of the opponents of the present
.government that Germany was being
permitted to out-distance Britain in
the increase of naval armament, and
not a day passed-without some per-
fervid -patriot calling upon, first Pre-
mier Campbell-Bannerman, and after-
wards, Premier Asquith to save the
country from peril. When the King
met the Kaiser the other day, Sir
Charles Haydinge, Permanent Undeér-
Secretary of the¢ Foreign Office, was
with him, and it is said semi-officially
that Sir Charleg infopmed. the. German
potentate that “the: British:government
intended to. double German’s naval
programme. . Que would have supposed
that this would*have ‘met with favor-
able’ comment ‘from, those  who have
been complaining that. nothing is done
or proposed; ‘biit*that does not hap-
pen to have been the case. The very
people, who complained because
enough ships were.not being built, now.
describe the proposed new programme
of construction~ 'a} disastrous policy”
and demand that théré shall be “over-
whelming populdr,®rGtests” against it.

Really political partizanship seems
to have got out of-bounds in England.

ufterances in the leadirigfjournals with
some 'eertainty that a bona fide effort
was ‘being - made ‘to consider public
questions from a° patriotic point- of
view: But patriotism 'Seems to have
been displaced by -partizanship, and
We' doubt if the ‘eountry will be the
gainer thereby. ke

The press of Canada, dropping party
politics for the moment, will, we think,
be disposed to join with Sir Wilfrid
Liaurier ‘when he says he hopes that
Lord Strathcona may remain High
Comifiissioner ‘as lofig as his health will
permit. o

A commission of .the United States
government has just  returned from
England, where they:have been-study-
ing the currency -and banking system.
They could not have -gone to a better
sourde . for information, calculated  to
help them .in remodelling the system
of their country. . \

#A number of people were injured in
the excitement attendant upon the re-
ception to -the United States fleet at
Melbourne on Monday.  What would
happen if the - flotilla -~ which Lord
Charles - Beresford  had in the North
Sea the other day were ‘to visit the
Antipodes.

The Montreal Witness says that the
colonists refuse to’ think imperially.
The trouble with the Witneéss is that
it is very’ hostile to the attitude of
British Columbia and Australia on the
Oriental question.; It is under the im-
pression that we ought to-let the Ori-
entals in and Christianize them. The
‘Witness is an excellent paper, but it
does not know very mueh about the
Orientals.” ;. 0 & o

It is stated that sirong pressure
is being bronghtiupon Mr. Mackenzie
King to induce him ' to entér politics
by standing for an Ontario constitu-
ency. One could hardly blame theé
government for a desire to improve
the strength of its Ontario contingent,
but it would be a pity to sacrifice Mr.
King's ‘undoubted. usefulness in his
present position fo the off chance of
his being elected to the House of
Commons.

The rush for new homesteads in the
Northwest provinces, resultant. upon
the . throwing open for settlement of
large sections of Dominjon -lands, is

tory of the country. . This interest in
the Canadian West at a time of con-
tinental depression is a high tribute to
the attractions of that section of the
country, and augurs well farthe future
when normal conditions have been re-
stored.

Let Us Fill Your Prescriptions

Our prices are just as low as is consistent with high quality, ac-
curacy . and purity. ! i

We believe our system 'of dispensing and safe guarding brescrlp-
tions and avoiding errors in dispensing is the most perfect possible to

devise.

We do not ask you to let us put up your prescriptions without
krniowing that we can give you absolutg satisfaction. i

\'Cyiru.s "H. Bowes, Chémiét‘

Government Stréet, near Yates Street:

‘ Friday, September, 4, 1908

¥ i

st and Best

The Large
In the Whole Wide West.

S OMPLETE NOUSE FURNISKERS
e VICTORIA.B.G.

Established 1862
L VICTORIA B.C.
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the Mother Country and. the editorial|
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COFFEE COMFORT

You know the discomfort of poor coffee for breakfast.

Let us remove that d

iscomfort for you. We have just un-

packed a fine assortment of the very latest coffee percolators

and coffee pots.

THE BEST
- COFFEE
can be
” -+ SPOILED

* by the old hit

. or miss plan
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households;
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*ix* «METEOR"
COFFEE PERCOLATOR

everything is so arranged that by
following the simple insjructions
the quality is always delicious,
See our several styles and let 13
explain the perfect way.

“ METEOR”
COFFEE PERCOLATORS

In nickel plate from . $5.50
In copper from .. .. .. $10

“MARVEL”
COFFEE POTS
In nickel plate .. .. .. $1.35
AFTERNOON TEA
KETTLES AND STANDS

Nickel plated from .. .. .. $5
In copper from .. .. ..8$3.95

In brass from .. .. .. $3.50

IMPORTANT

Every lady in Victoria shouid see
i‘.-?-isb‘ 5¢ ‘new:’ arrivals dn oug
447 ‘first floor showrooms:

3

Carpets
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They brew comforting coffee.
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Water
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Chafing Dish?
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Nickel without one.
$3 00 @ There are a hundred and one
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3 prepared almost instantly on a
English chafer, without heating up the
. 'Breakfast- _ house and with very little trouble.
Waf mer € Handy too, whenever un-

in expected company arrives.
Copper

and

@ A right sensible wedding gift
- to send to any bride.

Sherman nickel plated = Chafin
Dishes, $10 and .. .. $7.5
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Roobiass at oo oy Tk A
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" There is no furnishing that

fort as a good carpet. A poor .
carpet looks bad, feels bad
and is bad; it is dear at any

finest procurable ; they look
good, feel good and are good.
Value for value, they are the
lowest-priced in the whole

WEILER’S Carpets are honest all' through—they . .-
last longer, look better and, in the end, cost much
less than any other carpets in Western Canada.

a
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