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Prior Tell of Promises
of Liberals,

Sir Charles Tupper' and: Col.

Difficulty of Getting Government
to Send Contingent to
South Africa.
Tarte Trying ‘to Stir up’ Racial
Discord in the Province
-of. Quebec.

<

Sir Charles Tupper, the veteran leade®
of the Conservative party, Sresh from
the latest field of battle, where he.assist-
ed in the gverthrow of the Greenway
government, spent yesterday as the ‘guest
of Victoria friends, and in the evening
addressed a large meeting 'in the Vie-
toria theatre. Aflthough the Manitoba
campaign was one of the hardest that
has been fought in Canada for years, Sir
Charles comes out of it looking as ready
as ever for another campaign. He was
about all yesterday morning, meeting
friends, and in the afternoon was the
cuest of Col. Prior and Mr. Earle, the
Victoria representatives in the House of
Commons, at luncheon at the Union
Club. Mr. Barle was unfortunately ah-
sent  through illness. Besides Sir
(harles Tupper there were present Pre-
mier Semlin, Sir Hibbert Tupper, ex-
Premier Turner, Hon. E. Dewdney, H.
D. Helmcken, M. P. P.,, Hon. C. E.
Pooley, M. P. P.; A. E. McPhillips, M.
P. P., G. H. Burns, W. H. Ellis, Capt.
Wolley, W. MceDowall, W. C. Ward, Dr.
Hanington, G. A. Keefer, B. Gordon,
A. J. C. Galletly, J Taylor, F. 8. Bar-
nard, F. G, Vernon, T. B. Hall, R. Cas-
sidy and F: C. Gamble, b

Long before the hour fixed for the
opening of the evening meeting, the
theatre was comfortably filled, the or-
chestra entertaining the early arrivals
until the rise of the curtain. Mr. H. D.
Helmcken, Q. C., M. P. P., president of
the Vietoria Liberal-Conservative Asso-
ciation, occupied the chair, and among
those on the platform besides Sir Charles
Tupper were Sir Hibbert Tupper, Lieut.-
Col. Prior, M. P., Senator Macdonald,
A. E. McPhillips, M. P. P., Hon. Edgar
Dewdney, Henry Croft, F. S. Barnard,
Hon. C. E. Pooley, Hon. J. H. Turner,
I. G. McQuade, Hon. F. G. Vernon,
('apt. Clive Phillipps-Wolley, R. Cassidy,
C. H. Lugrin, J. B. McKilligan, H. EH.
Robertson and James Harvey.

Mr. H. D. Helmcken, -in' opening the
meeting, referred to the fact that ‘two
vears ago he had had the pleasure of
introducing Sir Charles Tupper to a Vie-
toria audience. On that oecasion there
was a representative audience, and he
was pleased to see another large gather-
ing present to welcome the Conservative
chieftain. It was due to Sir Charles,
who had been doing yeoman work, the
fruits of which were shown in the Mani-
toba elections. At the time the terms
of confederation were being arranged,
British Columbia had mo truer ‘friend
than Sir Charles, thén” Dr. Tupper, who
although upwards of 78 years of age,
was still working hard for Canada, in
later years with the aid of his son, Sir
Hibbert Tupper. The chairman referred
to the war in South Afriea, and the send-
ing of a Canadian contingent, and sub-
mitted to the audience the following reso-
lution, moved by Mr. W. A. Robertson
and seconded by Mr. George Jeeves:

“ Resolved that this representative
meeting - of Victoria citizens desires to
place on record a renewed expression of
their confidence in the justice of the
cause for which our soldiers are mnow
fighting in South Africa, and of their
loyalty to their Queen and country; and
we hereby pledge our support to the
Crown in any way that may be necessary
to secure the triumph of British arms
ind the maintenance of freedom and
equal rights in all portions of the Em-
pire.”

The resolution was carried with cheers
and the audience, rising, sang “ God
Save the Queen.”

Mr. Helmcken announced that Mr.
Thomas BEarle, M. P., was unable to be
present on account of illness, and that
("ol. Prior. M. P., although suffering
from a severe cold, would address the
audience,

Col. Prior, after the applause with
which he was received had subsided,
said that, although suffering from a
severe cold, he could not allow an oppor-
tunity like the present to pass without
taking some part. He realized that the
people had not come to hear the loeal
representative, but to hear the greatest
statesman in  Canada. (Applause).
There might be more silvery-tongued
orators, but none who had done more
for Canada. However, his works and
his past life spoke for the Conservative
leader. With the exception of after-
dinner speeches, it had been a long while
since he had the pleasure of speaking to
his constituents, and, as was known, at
banquets he sat side by side with the
enemy, and was expected to deal kindly
with them. On the public platform, how-
ever, one could speak his mind. It was
three and a half years since the Con-
servative party had been relegated to. the
cold shades of opposition, having been
put there by the machine methods of
the Liberals. The people had had time
to reflect on the change, and everything
tended to show that the vast majority
were in favor of seeing the Conservatives
back in power.

The longer the Liberals were in power
the more did the desire for a change
back to the old party become emphasiz-
ed. The Liberals had made many prom-
ises, hardly one of which they had ear-
ried out, ‘When they got into power
there were to hbe no more taxes and
everybody was to be happy. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier had promised  one thing in one
vart of Canada and directly the opposite
at the other end of the Dominion. They
said that once they were in, power they
would expose scandalous operations of
the Conservative party. The Conserva-
tives had awaited with confidence these
promised exposures and their confidence
had not been misplaced, for they had fail-
€d to show a single thing that was not

for the good of the couantry. Since the
Liberals had assumed the reins of office
the taxation had increased by eight mn-
lion dollars or $1.27 per head; the ex-
penditure, which Sir Richard Cartwright
and others when in opposition had de-
clared to be outrageous, had been in-
creased by eight million dollars in 1899
and the debt which was to be wip-
ed out when they got into office had been
increased by six millions. Their own
blue books showed all this, so it could not
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thiat. Yes; therd -m;ﬂ uetion
of jt.ust seven one-hundredths of ome per
The Liberais had also been very cner-
getic in jsaying: hati money. had been
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1 bribery and epigugltionﬁ The railway sub-
“the

sidies voted by iberals amounted
to ten millions of dollars, twice .the
sum that had been voted by the Conser-
vatives. . Take< the Crow)s Nest Pass]
Railway for example. e late govern-

jiment had made an arrangement whereby

the company was to receive a million and
£ , while the present government

d in and gave them over three and
a half millions, He would not refer to
the Drummond County railway deal and
the amount that had been given the
;%x;a-nd Trunk, ‘but would pass on to
#hat the Liberals had, or rather had not
“dene for Victoria. They had done noth-
‘Ing*%for the cily unless it was to finish
something started by the Conservatives.
Not a cent had been spent on the har-
"bor, there was still no light on Brotchie
ledge and many other needs had been
ignored. One of the things done by the
Conservatives on the other hand was to
give Victoria a post office better than any
other city her size in the Dominion had.
The proof of the pudding was in the eat-
ing and even the suppcrters of the Lib-
eral government were ashamed of them
and were . deserting by the hundred.
(Applause.)

Col. Prior having taken his seat the
chairman introduced Sir Charles Tupper,
who was received with cheers. Canada’s
veteran statesman appeared not a year
older than when he last visited Victoria
although he has since been through sev-
era]l hard fought battles, and his voice
still clear could be heard in every part
of the theatre. e opened with a com-
pliment to the ladies, who filled the
boxes on either side of the stage and in
passing remarked that such eminent men
as Lord Silisbury and the late Sir John
Macdonald were in favor of extending
the.suffrage to women. He did not in-
tend to go into that ‘question but might
remark that the only misgiving that he
had ‘was that it would give the ladies an
undue advantage as they already control-
led many votes. He recited a couple of
incidents in his political history where
this. had proved true and which had con-
vinced him that no party could hope to
achieve success without the support of
the ladies.

Before going into politics he wished to
touch on a question’ which he hoped
would never become a political question.
He referred to the sending of a Canadian
contingent to South Africa, which he
pointed out .had only béen dome after
continual urging. The importance of
sending that contingent ecould not be
over estimated. It showed to the world
that a country ‘opposing Great Britain
had not only the British Isles but Can-
ada, Australia and in fact all of Britain’s
colonies to dea! with, for these colonies
would go to the aid of the Mother Coun-
try wherever and whenever required.
(Applause.) When ‘war seemed imminent
he had cxpressed the opinion on the floor
of the house that Canada should offer
assistance and Col.” Hughes, who sat on
the opposite side brought to the attention
of the government that Queensland had
offered to send a contingent. The pre-
mier replied by expressing the hope that
there would be no war. He (Sir Charles)
joined in the hope that war would not be
necessary but pointed out that if it was
prevented it would be through the com-
bination of the two parties in Great Bri-
tain and the offers of the colonies to as-
sist: the Mother .Country. A gentleman
‘from South Africa expressed pleasure at
the tenor of these remarks and asked Sir
Charles to again bring the question up
in the house. He replied that what was
wanted was not the action of one party
but the action of the whole house. He
continued to press on Sir Wilfrid the ne-
cessity of taking ‘action promising him
the support of  the Conservative party.
Finally the Premier did introduce g
resclution endorsing the stand taken by
the Imperial government and it was sec-
onded by Hon. Mr., Foster, Sir Charles
being absent from the house on that day.
However, he wrote a letter approving of
the resolution and a few days later in
addressing an audience of 4,000 ngople
expressed the opinion that the passage of
the resolution warranted the government
in sending volunteers to South Africa to
support British arms. He made this
statement to show the governimment that
they could deperd om the suport of the
Conservative party and thus strengthen
their hands.

Continuing, Sir Charles said from On-
tario he went to Nova Scotia, and in the
latter province heard that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, in an interview with a Toronto
Globe ‘representative, had said that he
would do mothing because he could do
nothing under the law and the constitu-
tion; that the government could not
incur the expense of sending a Canadian
contingent ‘without first securing the con-
sent of parliament. That, of course, was
then out of the question, as parliament
had adjourned. He read the interview
with regret, and considering the question
far above party, he wrote a telegram to
the Premier, expressing the hope that
the  government would promptly send
volunteers to South Africa, and as the
greatest expense would be to care for
those who would suffer through the
death or wounding of men, offered on
behalf of a friend to insure the volun-
teers, life and limb, to the extent of
$1,000,000, or $1,000 for each man. This
greatly reduced the responsibility of the
government, but it did not have the de-
sired effect, the government not taking
action until they saw that the country
demanded it. Then Premier Laurier de-
cided to do what he had said he could
not and would not do. Even then he
only decided to send wunits which were
to be drafted into the - Imperial army.
This was a great mistake. He felt that
this wealthy and prosperous Dominion
should be in the front, that Canada
should lead and not follow, but he would
rather that they should follow in pre-
ference to taking no action at all. He
wrote to Premier Laurier suggesting that
the volunteers should be sent as a Cana-
dian contingent. To this he received a
reply in which was the question *“Do
you want me: to be more loyal than the
Queen, or wiser than the secretary of
state?” However, the Premier again
changed his mind and the volunteers
went to South Africa as a Canadian con-
tingent under a Canadian .officer. When
tne men were ready to sail Sir Wilfrid
Laurier went.to Quebec. and made a
speech which was everything that could
be desired, but at the same time Mr.
Tsrte, the Premier's right-hand man,
was holding forth in the province of
Quebec, excusing the government for
taking action, and holding up the order-.
in-council, said he had not atlowed it to
pass until a. clause had been inserted
stating that the sending of a contingent
should not be taken as a pr_e-Ceden.t. Mr.
Bourassa resigned his seat in parliament
because he said the government -had
violated the constitution, and La Patrie,
the French-Canadian organ of the gov-
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for anything that conld be . An

attempt had been made by Mr. Tarte
others to stir up a racial feeli

who were ‘thoroughly loyal.

‘While upon Mr. Tarte’s remarkable de-
‘claration against taxation without rep-
resentation, on the occasion of the des-
patch of the Canadian troops for ‘South

Wilfrid Laurier had never ~ made a
greater mistake thn when he advocated,
during a visit to England colonial rep-
resentation in the Imperial parliament.

e judgment of the ripest statesmen
and students of Britain, and.the judg-
ment of the Imperial Federation League
was distinetly against the course sug-
gested: by Sir Wilfrid—parliamentary
representation as proposed had by these

ticable, if mot impossible; and on ome

into the question who would be ppepared
to endorse it as practicable. In the
first place it would take a hundred years
to get England to look with favor upon
‘the inanguration of such a policy as
would enable the outlying portions of the
Empire to be represented in her parlia-
ment; the difficulties of securing equal
representation on the basis of popula-
tion constituted another formidable ob-
stacle; while it was very evident that
the day was not far distance when the
application of the proposed principle
would mean that -the colonies—Canada,
Australasia, South Africa, etc.—outnum-
bering in population the population of the
British Isles, would legislate for the
Motherland. But to assume that colon-
ial parliamentary representation would
be granted—where was there a man in
Canada that would consent to hayve a
system of government adopted by which
the powers now exercised by the repre-
sentatives of the Canadian people at Ot-
tawa, the collection of Canadian duties,
the management ' of post offices, ete.,
everything in connection ‘with the machin-
ery of -Canadian public business, would
be discharged, not at Ottawa, or in Can-
ada, .but at St. Stephen’s, three thous-
and miles away, At the same time under
such a system, the people of Canada
would be in precisely the same position
as those of England with regard to what
are now Imperial charges, to which the
colonies are not required to contribute—
the-maintenance of the army and the
navy, etc. The _proposals for ecolonial
parliamentary representation were, how-
ever, s0 vague ‘and irrational that the
speaker declared the youngest person
present would not live to see that system
seriously proposed or taken into consid-
eration by the people of flie Empire.

Mr. Tarte had opposed the presentation
for the defence of the Empire, of Can-
adian volunteers, and had opposed the
assumptioin of the cost of the Canadian
regiment, ‘with the ‘declaration of “no
taxation without renresentation.” ot
course everyone knew that taxation with-
out representation was against the law
and genius of British government. The
declaration was, however, altogether in-
applicable when Mr. Tarte had made: it.
Surely no Canadian minister would wish
to wait for evidence of Canadian love
and loyalty to the throne and flag until
so visionary a thing as colonial reépresen-
tation in the Imperia]l parliament was
brought about. Canada’s position was
simply this. There were no people in the
world more free than hers, with absolute
and complete self-government willingly
conceded by Great Britain; there was
nothing that touched the interests of the
people of Canada that was not authori-
tatively dealt with by the representatives

. of the people of Canada im their own par-

liament; Canadians had half a continent,
rather the better half, as their home;
they had a country of enormous resources
and boundless matural wealth; they had
a country that was going ahead by leaps
and bounds,a country whose future great-
ness is positively assured; they had abso-
lute and somplete self-government, and
perfect security and protection of life,
property and liberties; they had the sat-
isfaction of knowing, too, that no foreign
foe could put foot on Canadian soil, to
molest their enjoyment of these great
privileges and advantages—because Can-
ada and Canadians were abundantly and
ever protected by the flag that for a
thousand years had braved the battle
and the breeze. (Applause.) They had
behind them for the maintenance of their
security the mighty armies of Britain,
and her navy outnumbering the combin-
ed fleets of any other two nations of the
world—ready to spring upon any foreign
foe that might presume to place foot on
Canadian soil. (Renewed applause.)
Britain did not ask a dollar from Can-
ada for the maintenance of her protect-
ing. It was thérefore useless and an in-
sult to talk of taxation without repre-
sentation because the government, rep-
resenting the ‘people of Canada, volun-
tarily decided in the time of Britain’s
trial, to take of their own money for the
equipment and -despatch of the brave
Canadian volunteers who were now 80
valiantly’ and ably upholding the honor
of Canada and the Empire on the South
African battlefields. This was but fit-
ting ' recognition of loyalty. and of the
wise and beneficient policy pursued by
the Empire to the colony. To introduce a
cry of taxation without representation in
such a case was worse than ridiculous.
He did mot for a moment believe that
Mr. Tarte or his paper, La Patrie, spoke
as the representatives of F‘rench-Cg.n—
adian feeling, for the Fremch-Canadian
Roman Catholics were just as loyal as
the people of the other and more }‘;‘o~
testant sections of Canada. The position
of Mr. Tarte and La Patrie was not
only not the position of the French-
Canadians, for whom - La Patrie pre-
tended to speak, but a deliberate insult
to them and to their honor. Mr. Tarte
asked the people of Canada if they were
willing to see their sons torn from their
sides to fight in-all the wars that Britain
might choose to engage in? He (Sir
Charles) would answer yes. (Applause.)
England of all nations of the earth was
the slowest to make war; the nation that
would hesitate longest before declaring
for the test of arms; it was the chief
characteristic and the genius of British
statesmanship to maintain peace; and
knowing this, Canadians well knew that
whenever Great Britain did feel it her
duty to engage in war, that must be a
worthy war, a war adopted as a last re-
sort for the proteetion of right and jus-
tice to British subjects. (Applause.) He
thought that Canada should offer her sec-
ond contingent now; and that Canada
should recognize and be recognized as at
all times ready to take her share of the
responsibility ef maintaining the liberties
and homor of the flag. (Applause.)
At the very time when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier was bidding adieu to the depart-
ing soldiers of Canada, as they were
about te sail for South Africa, it was to
be noted that at another city of the
Dominion,. Mr. Tarte, one of the mem-
bers of his cabinet, was excusing the
action of Canada in sending her sons to
the front, and taking honor to himself
for having placed in the order-in-council
sanctioning the equipment of the contin-
gent, a condition providing that it should
not be taken as a precedent. Despite
this condition he (Sir Charles) held that

ernment, took the same stand. Premier

it would be taken by the people of (_)an-
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endorsation upon the Liberal-Conserva
tives of Canada alone; he felt that the
patriotic Liberals of the Dominion would
!'be found equally ready to:rally’ sbout:
flag of_Britain, In the
'present crisis-the oné that Canada
had to regret was that she had not been
the first to proffer her aid to the y
instead of being dragged in after the
other colonies had shown the way. The
‘message of the Governor of<New; South
 Wales to Her Majesty on the occasion
of the despatch ‘of the fizst contingemnt
ifrom that colony to.the front, st out
in marked contrast with the utterances
of Mr, Tarte. The governor of the
sout}a_em :fla colony, after e&prﬁpsmg th;
loyalty and. ‘patriotic love of .his peopl
for the throne and flag, added thme
people of his colony. .would be - found
ready always to share in the duties and
responsibilities ‘of maintaining British
sapremacy. = (Applause). New South
‘Wales did not wish her contribution of
trdops’ to be regarded as “not a prece-
dent "—quite the contrary. - He could
rot but regard Mr. Tarte’s action in this
regard as disgracing the government amd
“Canada; nor could he see any ofher
course for Sir Wilfrid Laurier under the
circomstances than to insist on his re-
tirement from the cabinet.. Not only had
Mr.. Tarte disgraced the Dominion and
the government by his boasting that the
offer of Canadian troops should not be
taken as a precedent, and by his ery of
no taxation without representation—
standing out in sharp cqntrast with the
giowing patriotism evidenced by the
people of New South Wales, through
their governor—but the people of Canada
to-day were, as Dr. Bergeron, an elo-
quent and loyal French-Canadian, ex-
pressed it, “ ashamed to see that the gov-
ernment of Canada had sent the Cana-
dian coatingent to South Africa marked
C. O. D.” In this connection he hoped
acd believed that when parliament as-
sembled Premier: Laurier would make it
his first-duty to' put in the mouth of. the
Governor-General an intimation that
parliament would be asked to do as the
cther colonies' had done, and provide all
the costs of the Canadian contingent.
(Applause). ;

| After paying a graceful and eloquent
compliment to the activity, ability and
fidelity of Victoria’s representatives in
the Commons, Hon. Mr. Prior and Mr.
Earle, for whose aid the Liberal-Conser-
yvatives of Canada thanked Victorians,
Sir Charles passed to a consideration. of
the indictment against the party at pres-
ent in power. Hon., Mr. Prior, he ob-
served, had touched concisely upon the
vital question of the day in Canadian
politics, when he referred to the broken
pledges of the present government and
its supporters. The Liberal-Conserva-
tives now had the advantage, previously
possessed almost exclusively by their
opponents, of dealing with the Liberals
tpon their deeds. = It had been so long
since the Liberals ‘had been entrusted
with the affairs of governmetit that their
sins were beginning to be forgotten by
the .people. In 1874 the electorate had
entrusted the government to Hon. Alex-
ander Mackenzie and his ecolleagues, of
whom  Sir Wilfrid Laurier was one.
They failed so signally in the execution
of their promises that the people at the
very first opportunity turned down the
Mackenzie government by one of the
greatest majorities ' ever  recorded in
Capada—they had received office with a
majority of 84, and were rejected just
four years later by a majority of 86.
The expression of opinion was as signifi-
cant as that given in Manifoba only a
day or: so ago. (Applause). The Lib-
eral-Conservatives, by the circumstance
that placed itheir ‘6pponents in, office 'in
1896, were now given the advantage of
contrasting their acts and their fulfil-
ment of promises with the record of the
Liberal-Conservatives when .:-in - power.
For eighteen long  years .the remem-
brance of the incapacity and unreliability
of the Liberal government under Hon.
Alexander Mackenzie by the people of
Canada was so distinet that they could
not secure a manifestation of confidence,
Then at last in 1896, through the dissat-
isfaction of a portion of thé Liberal-Con-
servative party with certain phases of
their policy, as well as by themselves
bhaving a Janus-like policy of one thing
for Roman Catholic Quebec and another
for the Protestant ‘communities else-
where, the Liberals - again got into
power. . As a result it was possible now
to review their acts and see wherein
they had redeemed the promises given
when they appealed to the country for
office—and mno test so accurate, complete
and irrefutable as to the fitness of a
party for governmeat could be  found
than to ask how they had redeemed
their pro-election promises. If they had
been unfaithful in this, the country
would undoubtedly come to the coneclu-
sion that the sooner they were turned
out of office the better. He had chal-
lenged Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his col-
leagues, and he did so again, to name
one promise that had been kept—to point
to one principle of policy that had been
redeemed. No such promise or principle
could be named, and closest investiga-
tion only disclosed that the party and
government of to-day had been proven
utterly unworthy of the charge of af-
airs.

A general election had been contem-
plated some time in January—although
ig would no doubt be postponed for a
time now, in view of the war in the
Transvaal and with the lesson of Mani-
toba before the eyes of the government
—and Sir Wilfrid Laurier .in virtually
opening the campaign had declared that
the Liberal-Conservatives had said that
if the Liberals got into office it would
mean ruin for the country. The Lib-
erals had got in—and the @untry was
not ruined! It was quite true the Lib-
eral-Conservatives had predicted the
ruin of the country if the Liberals got
in—but it was ‘a prediction based upon
the assumption that the Liberals were
deserving of credit, that they would ad-
here to their declarations and policy out-
lined before the elections. Nor were the
Liberal-Conservatives alone in this inter-
pretation, for no less able a Liberal
than Hon. Edward Blake had, over his
own signature in the London Times, an-
nounced his withdrawal from his party
in 1891, and pustified his action by ex-
pressing his confident belief that the
adoption of the policy of wunrestricted
.reciprocity with the United States them
advocated by the Liberals would mean
ruin for Canada. This surely was to be
regarded as tolerably fair evidence that
the Liberal-Conservatives were not far
astray in their prediction in 1891. Baut,
said Sir Wilfrid, you Liberal-Conserva-
tives said the same in 1896—and the
country is not ruined. True it was not—
he was glad to s2y the country had pros-
nered.  RBut this Jdid not contradict the
Liberal-Conservatives’. prophecy. The
Liberal-Conservatives had only made the
mistake of giving their opponents credit
for honesty. They had believed what the

. Liberals had said during their campaign,

| ing and denouncing protection; and that

it really was the true policy' for Can-
ada—or else they had purposely deluded

‘thie electorate in the most.important par-| W

| ticular, and 3s soon as election was se-
sured, ,deliberately trampled” upon. their
own declarations during eighteen years
and their policy of free trade. ' '

But, said the Liberals, you yourself
(Sir Charles) denounced the tariff which
.we-have.given. Cagnada, and said that.it
would mean ruin. They'did not say that
it was the tariff' of-1897 ‘that he had
opposed; nor. that this was not the same
tariff by any means as ‘the tariff now
in force. The tariff of 1897 did not pro-
vide a twenty-five per cent preference for
Britain, but, gave equal advantages to
‘all counfries making similar éoncessioihs
to Canada. Then,the change was made,
and a preferential tariff as applies to the
Motherland was introduceéd. “When Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had been challenged to
show, when dilating upon the country’s
present prosperity, wherein he or his
government had contributed one jot or
tittle to the welcome prosperity, one act
of -legislation or one step of progress,
except in the taking up of the policy that
he had persistently denounced for eigh-
teen years as a policy or robbery and job-
bery, a policy which as soon as he achiev-
ed power he had swallowed and then
presented as his own—when challenged
to show one thing that he or his gov-
ernment had done to advance Canada
apart from ‘what had been advocated by
the Liberal-Conservatives, what had the
Premier to say: that the government had
reduced the duty upon imports from Eng-
land by twenty-five per cemt. thereby
stimulating reciprocal trade for the ad-
vintage of Canada. The fact was that
the tariff in this respect had been jug
gled—it had first been put up, and then
brought down again.

In order to pin the Liberals down to
their own declared policy, Sir Charles
took the decision of the Liberal ¢onven-
tion held at Ottawa 'in 1893 for the ex-
press purpose of formulating the party’s
policy. Immediately after this conven-
tion, Sir Louis H. Davies, the leader of
the Liberals in the Maritime Provmcqs,
had said, with relation to the party’s
trade policy, that the Liberals were com-
mitted distinctly and positively to free
trade as against the protection policy of
the Liberal-Conservatives—that the Lib-
erals aimed at the elimination from the
tariff of every particle of protection. He
said further that a 17 or 20 per cent.
tariff ‘was sufficient protection for any
manufacturer; and that if not, the manu-
facturer should go down. Not only Sir
Louis Davies had so expressed himself—
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the other lead-
ers of the party had gone through Can-
ada, heaping execrations upon the cot-
ton lords, ete. Sir Wilfrid at Winnipeg
had declared that taxes should only be
taken sufficient to defray the costs of
government—a tariff for revenue only
was his ery—and that a government
that would provide duties such as the
country then-had, was' as bad as the
highwayman who placed a pistol at your
head and demanded your money or your
life. He referred-to eotton more par-
ticularly, and told how when holding
up the Liberal Conservative government
to execration for. the “enormous duty”
on cotton, Sir Wilfrid had stated the
case as being that whenever the working-
man went into a store to buy enough cot-
ton for a shirt, the government robbed
him of half a yard. (Could anyone in
those days of denunciation, have believed
for a moment that in so short space of
time as has elapsed Sir Wilfrid Laurier
hmself would be found, pistol in hand,
assuming the role of the highwayman he
had himself described, or taking a. full
ward off the cotton for the- working-
man’s shirt ?

Even while he was waxing so eloquent
in his denunciation of the cotton lords,
his colleague Mr. Tarte was quietly in-
forming the cotton manufacturers in his
own particular territory mot 'to be at all
alarmed—to lend him their influence and
the votes that they might influence—
that the Liberals dud not intend to do
away with the cotton duties by any
means—quite the coatrary. And when
the Liberals did get in, was not one of
their very first acts the addition of 5 per
cent. to the duty on certain classes of
cotton?

Sir Wilfrid Laurier had taken great
credit to himself and his government for
contributing to Canada’s present pros-
perity by reducing the duties on imports
from Great Britain—although he said
very little about thege duties having
been first put wup in order that they
might for effect be reduced. He empha-
sized, however, that England was so de-
lighted at the expansion of her Canadian-
trade that she was buying more from
Canada than ever before, in reciprocal
recognition of the advantage extended to
her. There was considerable fallacy in’
this. Taking the article of cheese, Can-
ada in 1878 sent to Great Britain some
$3,801,643 worth of cheese, the United
States up to that period practically en-
joying a monopoly of the market. 1In
1887 the exports of cheese from Canada
to Great Britain répresented a value of
$7,000.000 and more, nearly the amount
that the United States had previously
been sending to Great Britain, which
was represented by $7,600,000; while in
1896, when the Liberal-Conservative
government retired from power. Can-
ada’s exports of cheese to Great Britain
had gone up to nearly $14,000,000; and
the United States’ exportation had fallen
from $7,600,000 to $2,401,000.

Suppesing such a remarkable thing to
have occurred since the Liberals came
into power, Sir Wilfrid Laurier would
have immediately pointed to it as en-
tirely due to the action of his govern-
ment in reducing the tariff on British
imports. This would serve to illustrate
the fallacy. As a matter. of fact the
reason for the great advance for Caha-
dian cheese and bacon, as well as the
reason for the demand of these articles
at a higher price than the competing
American goods, was found in their in-
finitely superior quality.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier had said that the
increased prosperity of the Dominion re-
sulted largely through the growth of the
British trade through his preferential
tariff adjustment. The records failed,
however, to justify this statement or
conclusion. During the three years of
the Liberal-Conservative administration
of affairs, the average yearly imports
from Great Britain amounted in value
to $34,276,249; while during the three
years sinee the present governiment as-
sumed power, the average had been $32.-
991,076—a decrease instead of an increase
despite the pretended reduction of duty,
of nearly four per cent. In reality, in-
stead of making a British tariff, the gov-
ernment of the day had made an Ameri-
can tariff, a very silly thing indeed to do.

Before the mischance that placed them
in power' the Liberals ‘had:sbeén 'edn-
stantly saying to the people of Canada.
.that all they had to do in order to se-
sure a splendid reciprocity treaty with
the United States was to elect a Liberal

and had based their prophecy upon the

government—they were the close friends

g1l that they had a

was very neatly summed up by the late
| Lord Hirschell in a remark to his private
| secretary. i A ]
. “Isn’t"it a sad thing,” he observed,
for us to have spent 'six months here,
and got nothing but a broken leg?”*
When Sir Wilfrid Laurier had gone to!
‘WasHington and made his request for a
reciprocity treaty he had been promptly
reminded of his ‘declaration for unre-
stricted reciprocity enly a few years be-
fore. We are ready for it now, said
the representatives of the United States.
Oh but, said -Sir Wilfrid, that was a
long, time ago—a good -many things have
happened since them. --The truth was
that Sir Wilfrid had found unrestricted
Teciprocity ‘altogether distasteful to the
people- of Canada, and had promptly
abandoned it. Wild horses could scarce-
ly draw from him now an acknowledg-
ment that he had ever heard of it be-
ing propose. We was very like the Am-
“erican ' politician who safter stating his
platform, observed: “There are the prin-
ciples of a lifetime—but of course if
you don’t like them I can change them.”
To illustrate the conspicuous sbsence of
business ability on the part of the pres-
ent government party, when their rep-
resentatives were: preparing to-go to
Washington to bargain with the acute
Americans for reciprocal trade advant-
ages, they had made corn free, this being
a valuable concession to the Americans,
and then started out on their mis-
sion to the United States capital. = Mak-
ing known their wants, they had been
promptly met with the inquiry, what will
you give in return? Oh well, they said,
we've nothing to give—you see we've
voluntarily taken off the duties that most
concern you already. Naturally they
could not make the Americans wutider-
stand how or why they should have done
such a thing except for their own ad-
vantage—and it was natural alse that
nothing should be accomplished by the
mission. At the present time a 40 per
cent.” increase was shown in Canadian
imports from the United States as
against a decrease of 3.94-per cent. in
imports from Britain under what Sir
Wilfrid, Laurier so fondly declared to
be a tariff for the. making of Canada
through the d-velopment of British trade.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier well knew that the
property of Canada was in large propor-
tion due to the improved cenditions the
world over, not to any virtue in his gov-
ernment. Times were never .better in
England, nor in the United States, and
it was natural that Canada should feel
the stimulus of the-generally improved
conditions. The test of good government
came to the country during the Liberal-
Conservative administration a short time
before—when -in “Burope, Australia and
the United States financial houses were
tumbling everywhere, factories were idle,
distress reigned everywhere. Over in
Canada there was no panic; no distress;
no wrecking of banks (although a few
have gone since the Liberals came into
power). The skilful piloting of the nation
through the dark days prepared it for the
full ernjoyment of the brighter times com-
ing after—while the general prosperity of
to-day was largely to be attributed to the
remarkable growth of the gold produc-
tion throughout the world—if Sir Wil-
frid Laurier would make a study of this
question he would see that it was not the
government of Sir Wilfrid Laurier alone
that had made Canada- a presperous na-
tion. Sir Wilfrid had been pleased to say
recently that in three yeafs he had made
a nation of Canada. He was more
modest in this statement than he had
been once before—then he declared that
his nation-making had been the work of
a night. He had gone to sleep with Can-
ada only a dirty little blotch on the map,
and. had awakened to find it.a nation, he
havu}g secured the denunciation of the
Belgian treaty. If Sir Wilfrid will look
at the London Bconomist, that authori-
tative journal will show him that the in-
crease in the gold production of the world
had been something in the neighborhood
of twenty million pounds sterling in two
years—from £40,000,000 in 1896 to £60;-
000,000 in 1898. The London Commer-
cial Journal, speaking of this question of
the increase in the gold product declared
that it had been provocative of a great
revival of- activity in which the.-.great,
Anglo-Saxon nations on both sides of the
Atlantic were participating to a marked
extent. And yet Sir Wilfrid Laurier took
credit to ylmsel'f for it all; he did so,
with his 25 per cent. alleged reduction. of
duty on British imports—which in reality
produced a decrease of almost 4 per cent.

Another pledge that Sir Wilfrid and his
party had failed utterly to ecarry out was
that with respect to intercolonial and Im-
perial reciprocal trade, Some time ago the
United BEmpire Trade League has been
formed by the ablest men of both parties in
England, at'London, to devise the best
means of uniting and ‘consolidating the
various elementary portions making up the
Bmpire. They reported that if means were
found to draw the trade of the Empire and
the varioug colonies into close,  enduring
and profitable combination, a. practical as
well as a sentimental advantage would be
created, nd the accomplishment of Imperial
federation be materially advanced. It was
proposed that Great Britain should treat
her colonies as the other countries ' do
theirs—Germany for example—giving advan-
tages to the: colonies over other countries,
The chief difficulty standing in the way ap-
peared to be in the form of the Belgian and
German treaties, which would have to be
abrogated .in order that a bargain might be
made between the colonies and Britain—
this policy of enabling the products of Can-
ada to go into the markets of Britain at an
advantage would naturally give an immense
stimulus to trade of all kinds throughout
the Dominion, and as a result capital would
flow in, and Canada expand and prosper as
it could not under any other policy. This
policy was heartily endorced by Lord Salis-
bury, who promised to do his utmost to-
ward its accomplishment when the nation
was ready for jt; and also by Mr. Cham-
berlain, in endorsing a resolution of the
Toronto board of trade, indicating how the
plan might be carried out. Being in Lon-
don at the time, he (Sir Charles) had given
the project his heartiest support, and when
he returned to Canada in 1896 was com-
mitted to it. It was then that Sir Wiilfrid
Laurier, finding that the policy was ex-
tremely popular throughout Ontario, de-
clared that he was as heartily in favor
as 8ir Charles could be, and gave the prom-
ise that the first thing a Liberal government
would do if entrusted with the direction
of Canadian affairs would be to send repre-
sentatives to England to endeavor to carry
out intercolonial and Imperial trade union.
The power was given to Sir Wilfrid, and
he went to England at the time of the
Diamond Jubilee, when the heart of the
British people was warm, and the oppor-
tunity ripe for the promulgation of the
idea. The premiers were met by the Duke
of Devonshire, who clearly Indicated an
Intention on the part of the home govern-
ment to go in for the principle, and the
other premiers at once indicated their de-
sire to see it carried into effect. © What
was Premier Laurier’s redemption of his
promises, however? He said in ‘effect to
Britain, ““We've given you-a preference in
our markets, and we don’'t want anything
from you. You can't give us anything wimn.
out involving the principle of protection.

and we-ve found that a bad policy.” He |
practically cursed where bhe had promised

Laurier had been :
policy ‘of national i
first opportunity had trampled

junder foot, . Nor had he ever explain
endeavored; to._explaio’ his . acfion.
policy, fortunagely, had not Bean.killed, but
merely thrown back and deiayed for years:
and the speaker hoped that while he could
not look for a very long Iife, he would yet
live to see carried out this magnificent pol-
icy that would 'do so’ m
To summarize the,

the way of tariff .reduction amounted in
realty to 7_0-10(§tl§s of 1 per cent. The
present position of affairs- was aptly illus-
trated in a story of the race between Sir

eve of the race it seemed that he found his

and in the possession of his rival, the lat-
ter having abandoned the decrepid, spavin-
ed nag of Free Trade. Taxed with being
in possession of his opponent’s horse, Sir

‘chest, legs, stc., etc, were the same; in-
deed it appeared the same all over, but if
he would get the tape’ lihe and measure
from tip of nose to end of tail, he would
find that the new Laurier hofse was 70-
100ths of an inch shorter.

As for the important question of expendi-
ture, the Liberal party which had songht
election on economic grounds, had mani-
fested no intention of carrying out this any
more than other promises. - In 1896 the total
expenditure ‘was 42 .milliong; in 1899 six
millions had been added; while the “esti-.
mates for 1900 showed $60,000,000 to have
been voted, as against $42,000,000 in 1896—
an absolute increase of $14,000,000 over the
total expenditure under the Liberal-Con-
servative government in 1896. Had Hon.
David Mills, the minister of justice, any-
thing to say during his visit to Victora in
justification of his promise to reduce the
expenditure by four mllions annually? Had
he reconciled this promise with the fact
to-ddy—of. an . increase of $14,000,000 ?
Railway and bridge subsidies had been
pronounced by the Liberals, prior to thelr
acquisition of power, a means of peculation,
jobbery and corruption; yet the railway and
bridge subsidies this year totalled $6,500,-
000, In closing, Sir Charles referred to the
evidences throughout Canada from ocean to
ocean,, of the- overwhelming revulsion of
feeling, a natural revulsion when the repu-
diation of promises and policy was found to
be the only characteristic of the present
ministry. Everywhere that he had been,
addressing gome thirty large meetings, he
had noted the determination of the people
upon a change of government; and with
the Liberal-Conservative party now. solidly
united from sea to sea, in which conditfon
they had never met defeat; and reinforced
by those intelligent Liberals who said that
if Canada was to have the National Policy
it weuld be better to have it administered
by the men who made it than those who
had denounced it as a curse, Conservative
success .was assured.  After the election in
Manitoba, the gentlemen at Ottawa might
very likely be expected to conclude that the
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush
—and those two very skittish—and post-
pone‘the genera] elections. But come when
they might, the Liberal-Conservative party
was destined to be reinstated at the first
opportunity, and placed in the position in
which it might n the future accompislh
still more for the progress and prosperity
of our common country. (Applause.)

Hon. Edgar Dewdney proposed a vote of
thanks to the veteran leader, with a grace-
ful recognition of the excellence of his ad-
dress, and an expression of hope that he
might long enjoy his present good health,
and long continue the leader of the Liberal-
Conservative party in Canada. The vote
of thanks of course carried with unanimous
enthusiasm, and cheering for Sir Charles,
the Queen and the chairman brought the
meeting to an end. L »
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LOCAL NEWS.

Cowichan’s Loyalty.—The following
gentlemen of South Cowichan have sub-
seribed and sent the sum of $60 to the
Mansion House relief fund, as an earnest
of their loyalty and patriotism: Messrs.
A. Dove, William Forrest, P. Frumento,
C. T. Gibbons, William Hawthorn-
thwaite, H. W. Mayo, D. McPherson, J.
McPherson, Nory, Parry, A. Reid, W.
Robertson, M. P. P., Stewart and St.
George. :
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Gordon’s Funeral.—The funeral of the
ate Donald McDonald Gordon took
place yesterday from Hanna’s undertak-
ing parlors, Rev. W. Leslie Clay officiat-
ing: - The provincial police have taken
charge of the effects of the deceased,
and will communicate with Gordon’s
relatives in  Scotland. Papers found
show that the deceased was over T1
years of age, and the scars on lus body
show that he had seen active service, as
he claimed. .
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Court Northern Light, A, 0. F.—At
the last regular meeting of this society
five applications were received for mem-
bership, and fourteen mnew ~‘members
initiated. The court’has opened a sub-
seription list for ‘the purpose of aiding
the erection of a colonial ward in connec-
tion with the Yorkshire Foresters’ Or-
phanage. A large amount has already
been subscribed, and will be largely aug-
mented at the next meeting, when the
list will be closed. The annual ball,
which takes place on Tuesday, promises
to be one of the best given by the order
and an assured success.

—_——

Horse Train to Dawson.—A letter re-
ceived yesterday  from Lake Bennett
says: ‘ Heney, of the White Pass road,
has 300 horses idle, and he has an-
nounced that he will run a horse train
throngh to Dawson early in_ January:
This will be good news to outsiders com-
ing in and to some ‘who are going to
Nome and Dawson. The weather along
the line to Dawson is above zero. There
is no show for a freeze. The Canadian
Development Company have decided to
put horses on the route from here to
Fort Selkirk. They have made a trail
from White Horse to Selkirk, with road-
houses, which shortens the distance,”

SR e

Association Football.—There is great
preparation in Association football cir-
cles for the opening games for the senior
and intermediate cups, to be played at
the Caledonian grounds—the senior game
on Saturday, December 30, between Vie-

mediate game between the Columbias,
and Victoria on New Year’s Day.  The
Garrison have a very strong team -and
have gone into the league with the inten-
tion. of winning the cup, which is now
held by Wellington. Vancouver and
Wellington are also to play off home and
home games before January 20, the win-
ners to piay the winners of Victoria vs.
Garrison home and home games for the
cup. There will be an important meet- .
ing of the Vietoria Junior League to-.
morrow evening at 8 sharp; to consider
the protest of the South Park .club
against the Sonth Park vs. Maple Leaf

Leaves on the 9th instant. . Each club

to the meeting. . :

Wilfrid and -Sir Chaples-himself- On, the..

“for Canada.
sup e the, position of the Liberal .’
party—all that they had accomplished 1n

‘own Teliable ‘steed mnissing from the :staity” ¥

Wilfria would promptly make denial. It
looked very ‘much the same—its head, body, ' "

toria and the Garrison, and the inter- :

game, which was won by the Maple* g

in the league should send two delegates .
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