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THE GOVERNMENT '
AND THE RAILWAYS.

An article appeared in & recent issue
of the Toronto Globe with all the promi-
nence of the. leading place and double
leading. Itwasan argument for thelgov-
ernment control of railways. The first
Propogition Isid down is that railway
companies will not compete for the pub-
lic benefit, Practically, says the Globe,
there is but one railway corporation
from one end of Canada to the other., We
quote; ;

The idea that the Canadian Pacific
and the Grand Trunk railways would
continue to wage upon'one another & war
in which both must lose, while they ]
have it in their power by combinatte
0 charge whatever fhe trfic will bear,

is one that eax .y entertained for a

T2 Sment by anyone who knowsithe ways
of business and the ways of the world.
They will, of course, stop at the point, at
which rates ‘would beconie pro ibitory
and go destray - business, but short of
that there is no ility of comtrel
over them except State control.

The Globe bases its claim for the State
of -the right to interfére in the control of
railways upon the fact.that they owe
their very existence to the right to ex~
Propriate private property.” = We think
the claim of ‘the State has a deeper
foundation than this. Railways obtain
by legislation certain franchises which
are in the nature of monopolies. There
is an implied obligation on the part of
the company to exercise the franchise
thus eonferred for the advantage of the
public. The railway corporation and
the railway franchise are creatures of
legislation, and it is never to be pre-
sumed that this creation was for
any other object than to advance
the welfare of the community.
When the powers. which the legis-
lature hds  thus ' conferred are
used to the public injury, or when they
are not being used for the public advan-
tage, the  legislature has clearly the
right to interfere. If A railway com-
pany expropriates a piece of private pro-
_perty for its right of way, and after-
wards ceases touse it for that purpose,
the land reverts to its former owner, |
even though no express legislation pro-
vides that it shall doso. All franchises
granted in derogation of public or pri-
vate rights are in the nature of trusts,
and if the trust is violated the franchise
may be forfeited. Upon the principle
involved in' this doctrine, a legislature
has the undoubted right to provide that
the powers and franchises which
it confers upon a corporation
'shall ‘be exercised for the public
benefit and is itself “the sole and ‘final
judge of the necessity for interference,
We take it that upon this point there is
no rogm for doubt whatever. The ques-
tion of the expediency of exercising this
power is another tatter. Iu fhe United
States there is the Interstate Commerce
Commigeion and in many of the states
there are local ‘railway commissioners.
These deal with 'various phases of the
traffic question and, while some mis-
takes have been mads, ‘the consensus of
opinion -js that they have proyed
on the - whole a public advantage,
The great ‘demand . that is going
up for lower. freight rates throughout
the Northwest, and especially the claims
that have been put forward in behalf of
government control of the Crow’s Nest
Pasgs railway' when built, indicate that
in one portion of. Canada at least the:
ruling rates of freight  are regarded as.
excessive., There are, of "course, two
sides to the. story, -and one of the purs.
poses of .a permanent railway:commis-
sion would be. to. make the other gide
public. ; We arenot, however, sure that
the country is for the assumptiom
bythe government of an active super=
vision: of existing railway tariffs, but the
Glabe has.done well in giving the mat-

"|ing advantage of the great results and

GOLD MINING SHARES,

Rev. Dr. Milligan, of Toronto, has fel¢
called upon to warn hig congregation
against being drawn into the vortex of
mining speculation, and seemed inclined
to find fault with the newspapers for giy-
ing great prorhine‘pce to mining matters.
Without a faller report of the reverend
gentleman’s rémarks than we -have at]
hand, it is not possible to pasgs judgment
upon them; but that he is not without
warrant in directing his attention to the
matter will, we think, be admitted by
all persons who are in a position and are
willing to form an honest opinion about
it. No true friend of British Columbia,
-the  people of

misled - into rash mining specula-
tions, = Everyone, who hag the
welfare of our province at heart, will
join with us in an expression of regret
that unscrupulous speculators are tak-
greater promise of mining development:
to foist upon the public schemes which |
are unworthy. of serious /congideration
for a single moment. At the same time.
it is extremely difficult to know where'

paper would knowingly admit to its
‘columns the advertisement of a * fake "’
mining concern. But how can it decide
a matter of this kind in advance? It is
not go long ago that ILe Roi . stock wag
being offered for 10 cents a share,
and - the -offer was regarded by nine
people out of ten as a plain gambling
proposition.  Yet that same stock is
Dow worth almost as many dollars. A
newspaper published in a neighboring
city declined to recommend the purchase
of this stock at 10 cents, and the party
having it to dispose of left the town
without makifig a sale. Other instances
of & similar nature could be cited. The
is absolutely mo way by which ‘a news-
paper can tell in advance whether a mine
or mining stock advertised in its columns
is such as warrants investment. ¥
In regard to mining news, every paper
desires to print only the facts; but it be-
ing impossible to verify all statements
coming' from the mining districts, or
£ven a'majority of them, the almost in-
yariable practice of ' careful news-
papers j8 to give the authority
apon  whigh jtg news of this class
is printed, leaving itg readers to judge of
its value for themselves, To Dr, Milli
gan it may seem that the reports from
Brifish Colymbia mining fields must
Bieceasarlly be gross exaggerations. As
‘he would visit $he mining camps him-
self and'see what is being done and what
i in prospect. ' As & matterof fact most
of the news ig given very guardeylly.
Neveptheless it is unfortunately only.

too trye thiat'a number of pettifogging
schiemers'are taking advantage of the
mining development of this Province to
fleece the unsuspecting puablic. We know
ofonlyonewayinwhichtocbeékmatetheir
nefarious schemes, and that is for the
press to keep the public on their guard
against this new class of confidence men
—that is new to Canada.

panies started in guod faith is concern-
ed, intending buyers ought to exercise
the utmost cautionw There is not so
much -necessity for saying this on the
Coast as there js in the East. Here
people generally know pretty well what
they are doing when .they buy mining
stock. They know that thepurchase of
cheap stocks is speculation pure and
simple and when they buy them they do
80 with ‘their eyes open. A man out
here who would complain that he made
8 loss by buying $1 stock for 5 or 10
cents would simply be laughed at. In
the East it may be otherwise, and prob-
ably is.  People there are not go closely
in touch with mining matters as they
are here, They.do ndt realize what it
takes to convert a mere prospect info a
producing mine. They do not under-
stand that among the thousands of ¢laims
staked out there must necesearily be a
large percentage that are of no earthly
value. But the fault does not lie wholly
with the press, or even with the promo-
tersof stock companies. The buyers,
whomay lose their money, must direct-
ly bear a large measure of the respongi-
bility, = When. something nominally
worth a dallar is offered for five cents,
any persoii with an ounce of common
sense must know that there is some ele-
ment of chance in the matter. If there
was not,” 'no such offer “would
be made. When . the stock
of ~ & mine -is. worth . par, . it
is.  mnot ' sold for . such ﬁfactional]

the buyers for whom D, Milligan
speaks, anid it is preposterons to sup-
pose that they do not krow this. ~Any
man fit Yo live without & guardian knows
the element of risk involved in buying
development shares in a mining corpor-
ation. It"is largely because the game-
bling insﬁ.igct is &0 strongly developed
in most people that schemes which are
purely spegnlative, not o call them by
a harsher ame, succeed, and their pro-
moters get rich at the expense of a lot of
people who are willing to take the
chance of getting something for nothing,
or next 'to it. ,
On the gemeral proposition of mining
investment'it may be esid ‘that the in-
tending ‘ptitthiser of “Btocks ‘has' hig
best. gusiretitee in 'the ‘character of the

i P ; sk #
iin any mining company may well con-

to draw the line.  No responsible news-|.

8 rule they are not, as he would know if %

So far as the purchase of stock in com- | P&

prices as those which “ugually attraasl-

clude at the outset that notwithstanding
everything that is said in the prospectus
‘or the names of the men upon it, gold
mining until a certain stage in develob-
ment has'been reached isa speculation,
and that after that stage either the en.
terprise is a flat failure or else its stock
assumee a value in keeping with the
actual facts brought to light, and is no

moters of mining companies are mot in
the business for the cause of sweet
charity.

- We print a letter from Mr, Thomas
Kitchep:, of Nanaimo, criticizing the
Companies Act as introduced. The re-
‘marks made by the Attorney General in
'the house yesterday indicate that the
government will be very much pleased
1to.hear what  business men have to say
in regard to this very important piece of
legislation, and the Covoxist will be
‘glad to be the vehicle for such persons
(40 express their views. We only ask
that all letters sent to us shall he as
short as possible, go directly to the point
and avoid any political references.

Mz. FRANK ALLINGHAM, of Kamloops,
thas written the Covomisr a very long
letter and stipulates that it shall not be
criticized unless the whole letter is
printed. As we cannot comply with
this stipulation; for some portions of the
letter are utterly irrelevantto any public
question, we are obliged to return it to
bim. We regret this the less since Mr,
‘Allingham appears o have anticipated
such a result. He will have the benefit,
therefore, of our expected declinature,

. Lire is8 too short to be so terribly seri-
rous all the time as our friend the Col-
umbian is. It now wants the CoLonist
to seriausly explain last year’s “deficit of
$600,000.”” Now, when it comes to serious
speaking, may w8 ask our contemporary
if it is honestly of the opinion that there
was a deficit of $600,000 last year? For
8 reason why sometimes it is not well to
be gerious, see Proverbs, xxvi, 4.

Tae Toronto Telegram hopes the Hon;
A, G. Blair will be big enough to-see
that the Crow’s Nest Pass railway gives
the Laurier government the opportunity
of a lifetime, - We hope Mr, Blair is
several sizes bigger than thie, and act
only Mr. Blair, but every member of
Parliament. We hope he will see that
in British Columbia there is the oppor-
tanity of a lifetime for Canada,

" THE CANADIAN PRESS.

MCKINLEY DUTIES ON ORE,
T'he effect of the increased duties will
be to stimulate the smelting industry in
oty pwn country.  Not ;
n smel gro;eeh now be hg:
rapidly de:g, ut-it is probal
some of the United . Btates' smelters’
which baye been reaping rich harvests
from B. O, mine-owners will be moved
over to this'side. It’san ill wind that
blows nobody good, and the ‘McKinley
tariff will in the end play right into
Canada’s mit.—Calgary Herald.
THE KUOTENAY TOWNS,

The legislature should accede to the
titions from these three places—that
18, provided that Grand #orks can make
out as good a case as Nelson and Ross-
land—and pass the bill incorporating
these towns with ag little delay as possi-
ble.—News-Advertiser,
EQUALITY OF THE SEXES.

One who is ambitious and hassucceed-
ed in reaching the highest summits of
her profession, and ha\demonsl;rated
her practical ability to\ teach school,
ought to have no impediment plaeed in
her way because forsooth she is a wo-
man.—Vancouver World,

HINDUS AND CANADIANS,

Their Empress is our Sovereign. Their
allies are ours. The foe that attacks
them agsails us. Should Britain ever be
pressed in war, Canadian-and Hindu will
be found fighting side by side for her de-
liverance.—St. John Sun.

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

The Man Eater.— ,

A man who had tastes anthropophagous
Expired of a severed esophagus;

They laid him awa;

-

Under six feet of clay
In a hieroglyphicked sarcophagus.
—Harper's Bazar,
Mrs. Pigment-—Is not the frostwork on
the panes beautiful-this mom,in%, James?
Mr. P.—Admirable. Mrs., P.—Oh! Art
can never reach such perfection. Mr, P.—
Never. - Mrs, P.—Considered from one
artistic standpoint what kind of work
would you' call that? Mr. P.—I shounld
call it a frieze.—Boston Courier, = - ;
*¢ How is it that Watley has so man new
suits? He gets a small salary,” « h, he
is an electrician, and his clothes ‘are all
charged.”—Detroit Free Press,
She—You know, dear, we won't get an
of father’s ‘money while he lives. He—
know, but he’s going to reside with us.and
you're to de.the cookinT. Let’s hope for
the best.—Cleveland World. :

4

 TRANSVAAL INDEMNITY, -

Loxpox, Feb, 18.—The secretary of
state for theé colonies, . Rt. Hon, Jogeph

of Commons to-day that an official tele-
gram has béen received irom the Briish
agent at. Pretoria, the capital of -the
Transvaal, on Tuesday, conveying the
bill .of indemnity presented by the
Transvadl as a result of the Jameson
raid, The bill, he added, is divided in-
to two heads. The first asks for the
payment of £677,938, 8s 8d. A

The material demand-made under the
second head by the Transvaal is for
£1,000,000 for ‘‘ mora] and intellectual
damage.”” ‘Mr. Chamberlain farther
said that the telegram stated that. the
foregoing dethands do not include the
T itiu;:‘tie private claims ghich may be
vanced. ; S
A telegram from  the British t

promoters.of any enterprise, although
it'not'infrequeritly happens that men. ot
'Standing. lend ‘$hreir names to pr. jects
which will notstand investigation. The

ter prominence, and-the question is one
that will bear full di on,

FEabtern man ¢ contemplating investment

-8lsp gays the indemnity is: to he paid by
the British

7 Pﬁdby. . m"”: ]plﬂ!l“

longer sold at nominal figures. The pro- |-

< the Alert on a regular ‘foute in the
- C&4 ieinity Megm t & only
that efer

| pally'ds°6ld iron.

Chamberlain, announced in the House | b

ment, “ or caused to /

MUTINY N THE “RAND

A Sealing Crew Take Objection to
Their Bill of Fam and Demand
Luxuries,

Schooners in Port Pi-eparinz to Sail
—New Japanese Trans-Pacific
Line.

Through the exercied of ‘good judge-
ment Captain J. O, Townsend, of the
schooner O, D. Rand, has averted con-
siderable trouble on board his vessel,
which is searching for seal off the Ameri-
can coast. In a letter dated February 8
to Mr, Joseph Boscowitz of this city, the
owner of the vessel, the Captain givesan
account of an incipient thutiny whieh his
men entered into, but which he wag able
to dispose of very successfully. - The
crew, Mr. Boscowitz explains, wanted to
sample the lusciou orange and other

Gate; they wanted fresh meat, t00, and
though milk and honey were .not speci-
'fied in their bill of grievances; the fat of
the land was that they wanted and with
‘which only they would. be ified.
The bill of fare aboardship not being
immediately arranged to suit their de-
mands they refused work and made
strong protestations. Captain Townsend,
notwithstanding all this, would not en-
ter the Golden Gate. He steered clear
of all such allurements, and with alittle
moral suasion and fresh meat was able
to overcome the difficulty. He is to be
in Euculet by the first of the coming
month, and will there deal with all ob-
jections “from his men. The weather,
the captain states in his letter, has been
extremely rough throughout the voyage.
i h up to the date of writing was
125 skins—belgler than the ‘majority of
the *“ takes”’ Southern' waters this
{ear, for from the stray reports received
rom that locality those sealing grounds
have not been productive of good results.
One effect of the recent success of a
number of sealing ca‘gtains‘ in securing
Indian crews on the West Coast at rates
satisfactory to.them is*now manifest on
$he local waterfront in the reparation
of several vessels for sea. Craft which
4 week ago appeared harbor fixtures} for
the season are now refitting and provi-
sioning, and it is not unlikely that next
week will see the Dors Sieward, the
Maud 8., the Minnie, the Zillah May
and others away. The Maud S, has gl-
ready cleared and may hoist her canvag
at any time now. Captain R. E. Me-
Kiel again has command, and besides a
white crew of seven it is his intention to
complete his complement of men with
twenty West Coast Indians.
CHANGE REPORTED BECOMES |EFFECTED.
Thursday’s Seattle P.-I. says: * Capt.
Edward Clements, recently oi the steam-
er City of Kingston, and (g H. Wolford,

.| first assistant engineer, have purchased

of Barneson & Chilcot the little steamer
Alert, and will leave in her this week
for Juneau, where they will establish

wieinity of J . e
45 feet long, with a net ton-
nage of 11.85, but theold steamboatmen
Beem to think they have a good thing.
Oapt. Olements has been. with the
ingston for seven years, first as pilot
and ing Capt. George
Roberts, at present, with others, operat-
ing the steamship Willapa. Capt. An-
derson has been appqinéed msat;r of the
Kingston; sueceed Capt. ments.
Capt. Anderson has been in charge of
the Quartermaster dry.dock for some
time, and was before that captain of the
old steamer Olympian. Mr. Wolford
been with the Kingston since the
fall of 1887, filling the position of first
enginger, He was one of the crew
which came in her through the Straits
of Magellan from the Hudson river..’’
NEW JAPANESE LINE,

A movement is on foot in Japan, and
from the best report available has every
promise of being successfully ecarried
out, to operate a line of steamships on
the Pacitic with Tacoma as the only Am-
erican terminue, says the Union of that
city., The name of the new concern is
to be the Japan Volunteer Steamship
Company. The vessels of the line are
to be named after" famous J. apanese
swords. At arecent gathering of the
originators of the scheme they pledged
themselves to maintain the patriotic
spirit of the venture above the commer-
cial. -The-new line expects to. secure a
large bonus from the government. It is
the intention of the eomgny to : estab-
lish ite head office in Kobe, and branches
at Osaka, Yokohama, Tokyo, Moji, Mis-
umi and Kelung. Moreover it will have
offices in eleven of the principal Chinese
ports, three in Korea and seven in Aus-
tralia, is addition to the Tacoma office
and a probable branch at Vladivostock,

THE ‘‘SAN PEDRO’S’’ DEMOLITION,
If Capt. T. P, H, Whitelaw’s plans
materialize, his
will be here from San Francisco early in

4 March to commence work on the demo-

lition of-the old San Pedro. Dynamite
will be used in the work and very
differenit measures‘adopted to any here-
tofore employed. Instead of guarding
against damage to .the ship, explosives
will be dropped in her hold systemati-
cally, and by part - the old vessel

wreckers and conveyed ashore, princi-
As soon as the strand-
ed hulk is all removed, a stone beacon,
to be lighted by elect.ricity supplied from
ashore, will be immediately .erected.
Thedmaterial for this has long been on
and.

THE “ WILLAPA’S *’ OPPOSITION.
The steamship Willapa will raise &
‘hornet’s”"nest ‘on her rnext voygge by
going through to Dyea from Seattle, says
ithe Post-Intelligencer. The_ Juneaun
merchants will be touched‘in a very
tender  gpot, and  will undoubtedly-re-
taliate to the extent of their: ability.
Juneau had forseen the difficulty, and
one of the special missions' of G. W. F.
Johnson, of the Alaska byreau of infor-
mation, to Seattle was.to indfice the,
'steamship lines not to send any steam.-
jers throngh to Dyea. That this-mission
'was not totally succeesful is shown in
‘the proposed action of the Willa
. 3¢ .. LUMBER FOR JAPAN.
o ) : E

‘The American
inger, sailing ancouver for Japan,
i 2,607,438 ieetotmughmd
ressed lumber, together

hat theﬁovanment com-polyﬁhe ritish [ 32,901 of
Obartered Sonth African Company to vslnodvﬁta.m The lumber shipments

pay it, or'in‘ Géfaultthat the government
niust fedt' the'bill, ,

sucouver continwe to be very
large, ;

new season’s fruits when off the Golden |

ous ‘wrecking vessel | .

will be- lifted to the surface by the!§
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Frem the Attitude
Powers.

Lowwon, Feb. 23.—The p

secretary for the foreign

George N. Curzon, read d

the house of commons to-d
ncen

iti fora

tween the Mussulmans an|
atZelinoa, island of Crete
stance of the British, Italia
-gian eonsuls. Mr. Carzon
the copsul had done his bes
Christians, intimating t}
Jution ©  of the  Creta

ded on the great pd
.?;epenpeuu,' made a great
but——the dispatches of the
ther gtated—it would net s
'the 2,000 Mussuimans at
.and the 1,000 at Spanisco
frem certain death if a Greg

pears there. .
sp}:‘rom an interview which
had with the insurgent
gathered that the Cbristian|
Selinos was due entirely t
that Christians bad been 1
Canea, and: to the encou
ceived from the presence of
ships and roldiers.

Both Chbristians and Mug
clared that order would
300 foreign troops were lang
lis Ashmead-Bartlette, {
member for the Eccleshal
Sheffield, asked if the gaover]
send the 300 troops referred

To this Mr. Curzon rep
could not say whether the)
would or would mot do so.

Arhens, Feb. 23.—Over’
sons to-day participated in 3
tion in 'University Square
the union of Crete with (
greatest enthusiasm prevai
dress was adopted declaris
‘ue King and people
faf  any - sacrifices of
t.reasm'yc in * Or({{er wt,o

resent Cretan policy. to a §
Is)lib. “The'eéréwd thes mard
2 e 3 A m“:ﬂf P
dresses to the Kiag. Tremer
ing followed. ‘LlisMajesty B
Crown Pgince Con :tantine,
Sparta, and -otuer members
* family oecupied places on
The King addressed the c!
lows:

“You are executing the t
of the;Hellenic people. I th
this imposing display of y
May God protect our belov
and strengthen our comn
Long live the Hellenic natio

The address of King Geo
lowed by vociferous. cheering

The Queen of Greece recq
message to the Czar, request
port for the national caned
and the King also wired the (
that he would declare war on
himself lead the army befo!
yield to European coercio
Marie of Greece has teleg
fiance, the Grand Duke .Geo
sia, that the action of the po
Greece *‘was infamous.”’

‘“The Greek governmen
quote the London Times co
here, * decided to send a pa
on a cruise along the Sporad
while another portion wil

. Ambragcia to prevent the Tu
on the Greek frontier .fro
Troops from all parts of Grreg
rying-to the Turkish frontie]
for naval yolunteers has bee:
amply answered. The polid

* will be.defensive by land, b
by sea. . It has been decided
three more classes of reservd
impossible for the King -0
draw back. If he should
would be neither crown nor
within twenty-four hours.”

The latest from Canea is

that British torpedo boats

tured and taken to that pe

Steamer Laurium, which

Victuals and tents for the

The forts fired two rounds of

ridges‘yegterday at the Grrg

Peneus, and a Turkish frig

charged blank shots at the G

‘Greek gunboat quickly rej

blank shots fired by the Tuy

:and then withdrew.

£> troop movements,

Warship under British con{vo

D conveying 1,500 troops {ro

‘Canea, W:lglﬁ a dispatch f

‘States that the Mussulman

@xearming for a descent oal

drontier near Arti. Prince

Greece has arrived at Larissd

Thessaly, on' the Turkish

miles from the Gulf of Salon

h ed Greek soldiers, wi

hawe landed near Kissoto.
Brriix; Feb. 23.—The fo

. als have warned Col. Vassos,
-of the Greek forees on the isls
of their intention to attack
with foar men-of-war anch

< “amp at A‘shioi Thodori, sh
: Pt £ advance to theislar

In Athens it is asserted thaf]

ing of the foreign admirals r

wil‘ln‘ attack upon Canea.

VIS Continge to occupy sta

in the interior of(:;%e xi)slam'l.
= tang asserts tha
i8h eabinet last week decide

War against Greece, but

yetoed the resolution on ace]
al eondition.
evening desultory fi
ween i

the hﬂﬁi& of Suda an

dsb outposts,  The Turkish




