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Tz 'gay senator from Soda Creek |

amused the house' yesterday during a fif-
teen minute lecture on ‘What

know about mining.”.  Repeating hears
evidence and talking about ‘matters ]
knows nothing of ‘are’ poor subjects with |
which to oceupy the time of the house;
and not caleulated tb ‘aid 'his cause. - He
did really socomplish some_ good, for-he.
caused the president of the. eountil o
make an explanation, and a ocouple of
valuable facts were® elicited. “But when
the senator begins'to ‘explain the theory
of gases in coal mines, he is slightly off
his eggs,-and only makes himself ridicul-

ous.

THERE'LL be wigs on the green if Allen
of Lillooet, and Grant 6f Gassy-sh, should’
collide over . Monday’s sharp and fiery al-
tercation in the house. The wverbal con-
flict recalls & correspondence *which took
place in the Californis legislabure abgut
thirty yedrs ago.. Burbank, an honorable
member, had made a severe speech reflect-
ing on another honorable member named
White. When he sat down a page laid on
his desk a note that read as follows:

BurBANK—SIR,—If you use my name
again in debate ’ll wait on you at your
desk with my bowieknife, -

L. WarTs.

To which Barbank replied:

Warre—SiR,—=1f you - should decide to
call upon me with your bowieknife, |
would advise. you to bring a bucket with
you to carry away. your entrailsin.. -

‘C. BURBANK.

White never called.

“GRAVE IRRRGULARITIES?”

Mr. Beaven ‘‘gives..an opinion as is an
opinion.”: . As;one of ‘the committee on
the public accounts, he thought he had
discoversd & point, and with his cnstom-
ary insineerity, wheu ' actuated ' by sordid
motives, endeavored to  magnify -a mole-
hill into & mountain, and to create an im-
pression that no person, apart frem him-
self, éould be honest i a public trust. 1
his remarks in' connection with the min-
ority report-on the: public accounts, his
broad assertion that *‘irregularities of a
very grave nature existed in the treasury
ddpartment”. cannot_be allowed to pass
unnoticed. -Any person nat acquainted
with the circumstances might think in
such a Sweeping accusation against ‘the’
Minister supervising that department that
somé, startling revelations “would _ be
brought tolight, and that the Minister
of Finance would' be arraigned. Mr.
Beaven's: announcement was not only
sensational, bat it really . looked
as if there was something in
it until Mr. Duek -presented to the
House the regular report. of the commit-
tee. Truly Mr. Beaven was for a time
quite elated, and assumed a ‘self-satisfied
look when-he had discovered a slight de-
parture from his former mode of doing
things, which any person. but one pos-
sessed of a small mind would have passed
over, but as'small things are admirably
suited to his selfish proclivities and con*
genial to his nature, he grasped at. this
and dilated upom it much to hisindividual
gratification. . "Apart ‘from the low cun-
ning of a narrow mind, which allows
manliness to play second fiddle to politi-
cal knavery, no man with an ordinary re-
gard for his  position,. claiming to be
honorable, and unwilling to do ‘&n ih‘.
justice to his fellow man, would attempt
to make such an ung@alified statement.
No member in the house knows the detail
workings of the treasury department better
than Mr. ‘Beaven, and 8o far he is well
qualified as one of the committee. on pub-
lic accounts to ascertain whether grave ir-
regularities exist 'vr not; but when ‘insid-
iousness, prompted by political prejudice,
dominates and acts as sponsor to his: judg-
ment, it is quite ‘probable  that it may be
warped, and that wlere party is ' affected
his opinion is worth far less than he would
like it to be when brought in contact with
truth and manliness of pprpose. . Upon
inquiry into the cause which  led to the
sweeping charge made, we find that the
“‘grave irregularities” consist in advanding
a certain sum to the lands and works de-
partment, for the ‘purpose ‘of sendingan
engineer ta’ report-.on the ‘promoter’s
scheme ‘of ‘the. Shuswap and Okanogan
railway. Such . a  proceeding is mno
new  departure—it:‘ is" quite & com-
mon  ogzurrence 'for  the treasury
to make an advance to heads
of other departments for special purposes.
In this instaice it was of paramount im-
portance to have’ the fullest ‘information
in regard to matters affecting the pro-
Jected railway, as an act had been passed
granting a subsidy of $200,000, and it was
imperatively necessary to ‘obtain a report;
and that the government shoild be wholly:
acquainted with all matters pertaining.
thereto. - To this end 'a competent  en-
gineer was engaged, and ‘a’ sum required
for immediate expenses ‘was advanced,
which had to be ‘duly acoounted for by

certified vouchers, shuwing in detail how,
and for what, the jmoney ‘was ex-
pended, ' which * vouchers = amounting

suditor forverification . bofore ' béing

capital out of it, ‘much
| sinuate that the treasury departm
dishonestly’ or * improperly 1

ask

he | the sentiments-of the Times, which in an

*e‘di&atihl'»én- the, subjecs, says: .

“<4The hotise cannot in justice o itself

refuse to condemn the illegal act, “and
the men

f"‘ its  conidemnation, :
guilty of the robbery must be compeiled |
5 ?

» the oftices they have disgraced.
a, - verily! If there are any on-
gide of the ZTimes. office, . except: Mr.

Beaven, who  are sorely troubled about |,

the  matter, 'we 'can only think there
most be something wrong with their. con-
stitution; they must- be suffering from a
torpid liver, or a disessed imagination.
Things political will never be placed upon
4 preper footing until  the leader of the
Opposition gets into-power. He hungers
for the treasury benches, upon ‘which the
people  have said “his ‘party, if they
may be so called,.are unworthy to sit.
P - T

SCHOOL HOURS. 1

To ruE Eprtor:—If 1 do mnot misread
indications, & - “‘tempest in a teapot” is
brewing upon the subject of long vs. short
school - hours. - The city trustees would
appear to have conceived the notion that
the school hours are mot long enough—
that to extend theni would lead to better
results in 80 far as pupils ‘are concerned,
while it would at the same time compel
the *“well-paid -teacher’ to give, better
value in'return for his or her- wages; and
the most surprising part of it'is that the

edical trustee ppears to be the cham-
pion of the longer hour movement.

Now, before entering upon the merits
of this controversy, permit me to put my-
self right as to -my -individuality; else
there would be danger of my - being put
down as one of those ‘‘well-paid teashers”
and, consequently, biased in favor of
short hours. I am not, nor do 1. expect

“60'be engaged in teaching, although™ the

prime of my life was spent in that high,
though * laborious’ work in ‘other lands.
Thus I may fairly lay claim to impartiality,
while, at the same time, T have the ad-
vantage of experience. But I occupy still
further vantage ground. I am a parent,
and have children attending’ the public

'schools in this city, and, therefore, have a

conimon intérest in - promoting ~ whatever
would be best for the pupils. Tt will, T
trost, sufficiently meet all ‘cavil as to my
individuality to tell your readers that you
can vouch for the accuracy and bona fides
of ‘these statements.

First, then, for the pupil, there are two
lines of argument ow proof in favor of the
short-hour theory. The first is the ex-
perience of much older countries than our
‘own. ‘' In mosbt of the more civilized and
educated countries—notably in England,
Germany, ‘the Eastern States of America
and -in Ontario—perhaps the most ad-
vanced in so far as public school edueation
is concerned-—the consensus of opinion is
to-day in favor of short hours, and this is
the result of long experience and careful
and thorougl investigation. Medical tes-
timony especially bas ben very pro-
nounced against long hours.  The second
is our own observation and common sense.
Gan any intelligent and thoughtfal person
visit our'public scheols and see small and
poorly ventilated rooms literally packed

with childreén, especially during the sum- |

mer “months, without feeling that the
school hours are already too long? To say
nothing about the health of the children,
which eannot but suffer under ‘such cen-
ditions, any-‘one can easily understand
that, with longer hours, the pupils would
become fagged and restless, and hind-
ered, instead ‘of Thelped, in their
studies.” ‘They would, in short, lapse
into that ‘condition, both mentally and
physically, least favorable for. study;
while the health of the child—the most
important consideration of all—would
seriously injured. Short hours and close
application under favorable conditions,
‘constitutes the true line to work upon in
thig, as in most matters.

Having said this much'about the pupils,
little remains to be said about the teach-
ers, a8 the same arguments apply, to a
very great extent, to both. Those who
think of school teaching as éasy work are
in blissful ignorance of what it really is—
a species of ' slavery few would care to
undergo merely for the sake of the salary;
and he who would teach solely for pay, hav-
ing no love for the work, is unfit to teach.

But, accompany me through the crowd-
éd’ class-rooms of our public schools.

Time, summer, 3 p. m. Look.at that
teacher, pale and fagged, after five hout's
struggling in an impure and heavy atmos-
phere, in the effort to maintain order and
bring on the pupils, and will you ‘tell me
honestly that she wonld give 'more value
for her salary, bring her pupils on better,
day in and day out, if made to continue
the struggle till 4 o'clock?

I freely assert, and I have the highest
authority for it, that better results, physi-
cally and mentally, will be attained by
short hours than by long; an¢ I may add
that the present teaching hours in this

| province are quite long enough— too long

1 80 far as city graded schools are con-
cerned, \
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY.
Celebration in Honol:);;relnnd'l Patron Saint

—Toasts, Ete.,

(Sipecial to THE COLONIST.)

Nzw York, March 17th.—The annual
benefit of the Knights of St. Patrick was
held. to-might in the Hotel Brunswick.
The dining hall was tastefully decorated

'with American and Irish flags-intertwined, -

from the walls of the room hung portraits
of Parnell, Gladstone, and O'Brien. 'Tho
musicians in_the balcony “enlivenod the

dant, the jury bel

‘the defen
. '%M}aé&dmt'mitﬁof result of plain

's own Cavelessnéss, and costs were a5-

i} o ki
‘PM  Trin,

Preparations for the reception of’ ueen:
Vicmg: at Florence'sire almost sumpleted
and Heér Majesty’s ' postponement of  he
departure from runtil *W'edn@;&ax
has given the Ttalians ample fime to mﬁs
such improvettien their ‘origital
asynay suggest themselves.” “The dbtt.igg
the Emperor of Gernmany, and 'the now
certain fatal illness of His son"and succ
or, may in’some degree ‘ilitaté a,
the splendor ' of -the "réception; ™
through the Queen’s intims‘tion; tha
would prefer an sir of ‘sombreriess’'tq
vade the cerémonieg, but'it is intetided
make the occasion a nubls'pne‘iﬁ"thé hi

tory of Florentine gala days.

Chamberlatn Retuses a Bato
The statement published this

rning.
that Lord Salisbury offered 'to confer a
dignity upon Joseph Chamberiain, which
the lutter refused, tells only half the story.
It is true that the offer was made, and
also true that it was refused, but nat fon
the reason implied, that Mr. Chamberlain.
was too modest to accept the honor. = The
fact is' that the premier offered the Birm-
ingham statesman a baronetcy, which Mr:
«Chamberlain declined, because he did-not!
think it sufficjent to. requite him for the
services he had performed. ' ke

Pariiamentary Notes.

Lonpon, March 19.—In the House of
Commons this evening Charles J. Ritehie,
prasident of the local ‘government board,
introduced a local government bill for'
England and Wales. ' Thé bill proposes
the establithment of a county council,’ts
be elected diréctly by the ratepayers,’
and to have control'of the county police”
and exercise powers now held by local’
authorities over gas and waterworks, arti-
zan dwellings, state, of food and drugh,
and sanitary conditions, et¢; to make dd-

-vances in a1d ‘ of emigration, when theré

is reason for so doing. - The:bill does not
interfere with the‘judicial work of magis"
trates, but confers upon the new councils
the. administrative ' powers ' of justice”
respecting’ county . rates “and financial’
business. - Mr. Ritchie made a’long state:
ment of the importatige of the'bill. | "'

Gladstone called  ‘attention. to the sx-
clusion of Scetland and Ireland' ‘from the
provisions of ‘the bill. ' His' side, 'he said,
would treat the measure’ candidly, but thi
proposals were altogether teo large to 4’
mit of the immediate eriticisni'of the houss.
Leave was formally given'ta introduce the
bill.

The house, by 4 vote 6f 144" to 86, un-
der cloaurc, adopted’ ghe proposal’ t0| fix’
the salary of Col.'King-Harmon as'under
secretary for Ireland. '

Discussion in the lobbies of the h¢use
to-night disclosed the general approval 'of
the local government bill on' the ‘part “of
the opposition.. ' # / : " ;

In the House ‘of  Fords ' this ' evening
Earl Roseberry moved the' appointment
of a commission to'enqitite inte thé con
stitution of ‘the House of" Lords, ‘with a
view of so'amending it'a8 to admit a large’
infusion of eleote? peers ‘into the body.
In support of his metion' Lord Roseberry
doclared that-such s movement wak meces-
sary as the only way t0 reéatore the infla-
ence of ' the upper” legislativé 'branch.’
Baron Wemyss made an attiendient that
it was not safe or propér to place the
constitution of the Houss of Lords i the
hands of & committée.” ' Lord' Salishury
declared that the  method sed by
Lord’ Roseberry 'was ‘cfude ‘and ‘wholly’
without precedent. ' Lord Rosebeérry's’
motion was rejected by a vote of 97 to 50.

WILL NOT COMPROMISE.«
Manitobs® Wants' Liberty to Build Competing
riy to B Wz

ToroNTo, March 8. . Messrs. \}mnw,a{'
and Martin, of the Manitobs goverfiment,”
had an interviéw to-day ‘with’ ‘Bir' Joh

Macdonald to-discuss the subject of thei
mission.. * Itis understood that the: ‘

accept-nothing short'of

of the policy ‘hith pui
Dominion'government with
railroad monopoly and diss c8
‘tion, and full ‘and frée ‘ackmowl
of the Manitoban right b0 chartér

to the boundary. lme!'The
diugmte were’ discussed " informally.
definite basis of settlémént ‘was

as the subject' will’ have "to' bs

by the cabimet. "1 -\ %t

i} 1on, of the pi

b | tradeis las

Ag'the Monday noon ‘train’ from. Van-
‘oouver was leaving Westminster junction,
the engirie ran-over a‘man"who was lying
onthe’ track,” instantly ‘killing him. It
ey Uthatthe: man, whose name is
L thy Sullivan, and who has been liv-

“ing in Port' ‘Moody all winter, was: lying

‘on the line, and the engineer seeing some
'objeston the - track; thought  that ‘it was
& bag or something of that kind, and did
not stop the éngine in" time, with the

‘Pgwiul result as stateds

B Y
Y t Change of Time.

The, drill for ' No.2 Battery, Lieut.
Trving, has been changed from Thursday
evenings to Friday. = Asthe change was
inade to accommodate the men it'is to be
'hoped that they will' show, their apprecia-
tionby a: good 'attendance on ‘that eve-

4mivg.~ This change also' affetts’ the eve-

devoted to athletic ‘exercises in the
ill shed. ' Until farther notice the gym-

B-{masiom will ' be: opened ‘every Thuraday

everning & all volunteers who wish to join
‘the' classes: 8,

41 1) Tt
: |/ . R. E~Conversazione,

. The conversazione given by .the ladies
of the R. E! Cburch in Humboldt: Street
Hall last evening was well attended. An
pexcellent programume of vocal and instra:
mental. music was provided, and rendered
in a manner which delighted the audience.
During the intermission refreshments were
served by the. ladies; and at the . eonclus-
rogramme all . present ex-

| pressed themselyes as- delighted with the

evening’s entertainment.: -These conver-
saziones are looked upon as quité a treat,
and are eagerly looked forward to by
‘those who  make it a ‘practice to attend.
‘The ladies’ who participate are to be con-
gratulated ‘upon ‘the success “which has
erowned their efforts.

AL R Ik
The Smuggling Case.

The charge of smuggling against ihe,

man' W. '8 Hall ' was Svithdeawn in the
police court yesterday, thée ' evidence

against the accused being merely of a cir-!

Gumstantidl natore. It s how believed
the real'smuggler has taken a trip to the
Sound " until “the ‘affair has blowi over,
but'although the guilty party or parties
have escaped, the smuggled ‘yoods are in
the pessession of the customs ‘authorities,
-who‘also retain ‘possession of the sloop.
Efforts were m:u{: yepterday. by’ Halli to
obtain ‘the release of his vessel, it 'being
elaimed thut thé authorities ‘had no proof
‘that the seized sloup was the vessel which
‘eonveyed the smuggled “cards from Seat-
tle to this city.

' . e e
1 Burglary at Nanaime.
A masked " burglar' entered the resi:
dence of Mrs. Cluness at Nanaimo yester-
day morning about 2 o'clock. ' Securing
access.to the ‘house by a window *he un-
docked the door, then ascended the stairs,
and ‘reaching 'Mrs. Cluness’ room made
away witheall that'was availdble ‘without
disturbing ‘the lady. * Next Mrs. Oridge’s:
Toom was ‘cntered, ‘where a-dim light.-was
burning, and as the ‘burglar stood over
the: be(gshe awoke and ‘at” once gave the
alarm; ‘when' *the ‘man - at once ' fled;
Amother  lady ‘occupied a room ‘on the
same floor, but owing'to the man’s detec-
tion he:did "not ' 'succeed in reaching ' it.
There was ‘no gentleman in the house,
fand it is needless to say the ladies 'were
-greatly frightened. The burglar evident-
1y made a successfal 'escape. ' 1t is a pity
'he ¢aunot be caught,

————
A Tough Opium Yarn.

--The Victoria eorrespondent of the San
Francisco Bulletin is evidently s -gentle-
man:with & vivid ‘imagipation ‘and 'has
somb exaltedideas of the opium trade. In
4 recent:letter to his paper he says:

#One wedk I saw thrée-ships arrive at. Vie.
toria loaded with nothing but opium.”

Three- ship /loads!~ The average ‘ship
will carry about; 2,600 tous of’ ca: and
80 these three ships must have h:gos ut
7,500 tons of opium in their holds. Then,
if this gentleman did not see double, the
value of this quantity of opium would be
simply. enormous: - Ships and cargoes are
uspally measured .in long tons of 2,240
pounds, and each of these vesdsels mast
therefore have had a cargo ‘of - 5,600,000
pounds.. of the: drug, which, at $p per
pound,; would-be worth $28,000,000. At
thisrate the three cargoes would be worth
$84,000,000, - and - although the “opium-
rade: ;- yet, three ship loads at one
time is slightly—slightly exaggerated. .~

.
o The. Trans-Pacific Cable.
... The Ottawa. correspondent of - the . Em:

piresays: 1t may be taken as a settled fact'

there will be no survey of che route of the
‘trans- Pacific cable  between: Vic-

" | oma and Australia this year. - This is all

Inland ' Sentinel, i
Sicamous i8 the shoi
route to the Rock'Créek’

scene by playing popular Irish airs, ‘One {’
of the t«guh was ‘“The Queen, God bless | 2™

her.”” President Cleveland’s name was
loudly cheered. !
A ANOTHER CELEBRATION.
Over 200" members and’ guests of Stz

to $737.95 weré'  handed " to,  the ;lé:tﬂc!acmb sat dewn to dinner in ‘the

ffman . House teo-night in 'comnmemora-
I tion of their patron saint. :

s

ﬁ:‘mou to be regretted.as Mr. ‘Sanford
Fleming had set his heart upon someprac-
ing out of this.project-and Hon..Mr.Fos.
ot s e

ps being taken towards the carry- Lihi

stroat.. '

gross; they. were' - 1

custems rnhyou-e; removed them to'the ap-

'\ praiser’s office. . / i
' David: T.. Huson -testified! to’ha
watched the accused; ‘saw him entér é
leave the skating rink, < fiide Lo

Sergt. Sheppard deposed: to'finding ‘th
cards in the rink and arresting - the '
oper. in the North Pacific ' saloon on
-day might o0 o A L
eter Jamieson ' statedl the rink was

shut down ab present; two- small  rooms

were ‘rented to a man named Joseph

Burnett; - prisoner was a‘friend- of Burn-

Y. | ett’s; knéw nothing about the'cards being

secreted in the building; 'prisoner-had no
business there;none of the doors we
locked to witness” knowledge. | LiE
The magistrate held the . evidence was
only . circumstantial, and as the prisoner

was entitled , to' /the ; doubt the charge |

against him was withdrawn: / b
Mr. Gannaway, on behalf of the cus~
toms, consented to withdraw the charge,
The accused was accordingly liberated.
—_—————— 4
PERSONAL,
H. E. Oroasdailé® went over to Van-
couyer this morning.
L. Wolf of Tacoma, formerly a'valued.
citizen of Victoria, is in town. ~ { %
Mr. Justice McCreight and Major Du-
pont “arrived from " the Mainland 'last
'| night: i % e
1. Van Volkenburgh, E." J. Thaia, .-H.
Rhodes, W. K. Reynolds, and John
Galbraith urrived from the Mainland last
night. s
. H. Mead, agent for the ‘‘Royal
Route,” and one of 'the most “popular of
railroad men, is in the ‘city. Ifg reports
that the line he represents is doing a great
business—in fact, has - got to have it, and
1 always gets it.
A."D. Charlton, assistant general pas-
.senger agent of the Northern' Pacific
.arnved on the Al;skaq on Mdt;nduiy evgh
ing, and is spénding a few in  the
cig. He states that the wa({‘l is; doing
"a ‘wonderful ' business this year, the re- |
ceipte so'' far being $400,000 monthly in
excess of those .of the previous year,
Travel has greatly improved, and is likely
to keep 'increasing at a fast tate. The
two mile tunnel through the Cascades
will be open for traffic by the first May
next. The prospects for a great tourist

travel this year are very bright indeed; in

fact, to some extent, has already Begyn.

LOCAL BRIEFS.

Steanier Cariboo Fly will ‘sail for Fort
Simpson and’coast ports to-morraw.

* The sale of seats for Geo. Wessell’s Dra-
miatic Company performances will com-
mence on Thursday.

Don’t fail tod sge Liﬁle Tig.él] in her
specialities, and hear Mrs, Biggar sing
some of her songs. 'Both are worth see-
ing and hearing, i :

The Juvenile ‘Opera  Company, .under
the direction of T, Wilmot Eckert, will
appear at the Victoria next month. i-A
little fairy  of . six summers takenv the
part of Peep-Bo. i i

It is stated that the still seized by the
inspector of inland revenue has been it
Mr. Begg's possession since 1868, ‘and
since that period it has never been set
up, used or in any way secreted,

ETTSL B o, TAL

B QUEBEC. \

The Quebec labor commission has ascer-
tained that the late’ printers’ strike was
conducted by she K. of L.

The late Judge Mackay’s will has been
probated in"Montreal. It states.his fun-
eral expenses are to be limited to $50; his
widow and daughter to wear no mourning,
and desires no procession, no miourners,
no flowers. : !

“Phe ‘earnings of the C. P. R. for the
week ending (March 7th were $211,000;
for the sdme week lagt year $122,000.

Moutreal’s fulded, debt is $13,116,847.
The estimated revenue for last year was
$1,930,848. J \

Laval University has’conferred 'the de-
gree of Doctor of Laws on Lieut.-Gover-
nor Augers. . . 3 X

Yotk SRR
< HOW MEN BIE.- .

If we know all the methods of approach
adopted by an‘enemy we are the
enabléd to ward off the danger and’ pos
pons the moment when ‘surrender becomes
inevitable. In many instances thé inlierént
stréngth of the b : 1 i
to oppéee. the 'tendency toward death.
Many, however, have lost these forces to
such” an extent 'that there'is littls or no
help. E; other-_vm sk}iﬁlle &n: ;o;_‘t_hé
wenkidi i ‘Ml shaks i
eénce bethl:g:n&ﬂen death and many
years of useful life. ' Upon the first sy
toms of & Cough, Cold, or any ‘trouble of
e or: Linzigs, give that old
well-known - remedy— '8 :
Syrup, a careful trial, It will prove what
t_]m_'h qu;;;of it to be; the *‘benefact
8. LN

v

" BlundétThe Prairie
~-Annexation of M?.mu—m ;
ersl News Notes. - =

Jdi in the Seott dct.

10! 1 % ‘done within
that time thau in the éorresponding period
of any. previous session. Sir  Charles

'wpper is & marvelous man. . He. is the
Rupert, of debate and a veritable tower of
strength to the government. His innova-
tions are generally of such ‘an’ important:
character: as to gall forthieven the admira-
tion and compliments of  his: political op-
ponents... The _esti , came - down
within a week of ,.ond already
the house has 1 { “into supply
four times and nade -miost ercouraging
iprogress, . This is the latest innovation of
the minister of finance. * Hitherto it has
been the dustom to deliver the -budget
speech-before touching supply.” The Eng-
lish-practice, however; i to, go on  with
the estimates on. government. days from
the very,eommencement .of the session,
and the adoption of the practice in Cana-
da cannot but but be followéd by satisfac-
tory results and will tend to shorten the
duraion of the parliamentary session

{040 MANTTOBA MATTERS,

The visit of “Messra. - Greenway and
Martin to Ottawa ‘bas' re-opemed  all the
old discussions about _the' railway monop-
oly. .. The have had one interview with a

/| sub-committee ‘of the privy council and it

is hoped that before they leave for Man-
itoba a satisfactory settlement of the pres:
ent digpute -will be effected. . What prop-
ositions, they have to, make to the govern-
ment has not yet. transpired but it is un-
‘derstood they. desire the purchase of the
Canadian Pacific_railway monopoly. - To
get. rid of this load: would, however, re-

uire s pretty big sum of money which it
18 tionable whether. the  country will
be prepared to pay... . While the Manito-
‘bang may have:a grievance of syme magui-
tude yes it must., not. be. forgetten that
they weve perfectly willing in 1882 to sub-
mit to the twenty. years’ monopoly, pro-
yided railway, . acco: tion: were only
afforded them: . The thmugh line ' was
built and iu)m‘ ly the, Prairie Prov:
ince had got what they wanted they comn-
menced tg ‘‘kick” and have been kicking
ever singe. .,

! *4 UNRESTRICTED ' RROSPROCITY,

The goveinment may fairly be said to
have taken the wind out of the  Opposi-
tion’s sails, ' The Liberals have made un¢
reatri reciprocity the leading plank
iti their platform, and it-is doubtless satis-
factory to ‘the few members of the
‘‘pairty!’ in the far-west that at. last they
have some sort of a plank, no matter what
kind it may be, to_stand
'special dispatehes 6 The CoronisT of a
fow days ago “mitake ' it “abundantly clear
that the /Lil »are uot! going . to obtain
much . satisfaction, from - the American
Goverhment. . Our plenipotentiaries ‘it
Washington made the offer to ‘negotiate
oti the basis of réciproeal trade relations,
and if theve had been this overwhelming
desire.for reciprocity or commerdial union
in the States, which the Grits. state does:
exist, i8 it not reasonable to suppose that
the' 'Cleveland “administration’ would at
ance-have been willing - to negotiate. But
no, our representativeis informed  that
this a matter for Congress  alone to deal
with, and it would ‘appear therefore that
there is lifthe'] t of ‘the Reformers
seouring’ that which it ‘has been' imposaible
for the government of - the day ito obtain.
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF THE TELEGRAPH.

- There is little ‘doubt but. that before
many years are oyer the government, will
haye o assume control of the telegraph
systémi'of ‘the country.’ In" old Cauada
the way  matters  telegraphic have 'been
run;by the organization . présided over by
'Ras Wiman has ‘become; almost unbear-

‘{able. In Ontario and  Quebec the daily

papers, large and influential 48 many of
P’t.kemsm, W6 never united to fétm an
Associated Press::such: as exists in the
&m ;, The, Canadian newspapers, when
they wanted. information from any, par:
‘ticular place’ where they did not ‘deem it
sworth while to’despateh ' a “reporter, got
intq the' habit: ef asking- the telegraph
gompany -to, send. thent nd i
this way the business of news gathering:
in Ontario lp;iu!‘Qgebeﬁ IG«V)nglevolvé.
largely upon s N.W. h
Comga’y;' L o¥! Uin “othets word-egn e
Western Union. The only exeep-
tions "ty “the  foregoing ‘are the Toronto
“Mail and the Hmpire who ‘have ‘regular
y ity all the “latge ‘cities.

The’ poor old Globe-used to be' s 1ewspa-

once but fiow it partakes miore of the | ¢
and l:l:ned -lﬂtﬁeﬂhﬂy with’ un:j Rl

t.l;: Doninion
mesting here ‘endeavoring!
mesns to further tbe,dr::gl

’ % 1 for a superabunidanc

pératice’ zedl moved ' #n /amendment to
/| Sit Charles Tupper’s-resolution that - the

house go into committée of supply, to the
effect that it was the duty of the govern
niefit o initroduce & bill to remedy 'the

rech: voté of ‘want of confidence in the
‘ministry and epposed by the premiér on
the ground that the temperance, question
was a moral question, not a political one.
Tbe temperaiice men in'the houss on the
ministerial benches: condemned Mr. Mills;
unsparingly for gndeavoring to makd pol-
itical @apital out of the temperanca ‘ques-
tion and the secretary of the ﬁ'liuié'é,
Mr. J. L. Spence, who'is 'known as' a
dyed-in-the-wool 'grit, was" equally as
strong in his -remarks to THE Coromist
correspondent relative to the injury Mills
has done the prohibition movement.

CAPITAL NOTES.

British Columbia Infroduced  into the
‘Unréstricted Reciproeity Resolu
: . tion. v

-

Mr. Chisholm Attempts to -Explain but the
Grits. Howl Him 'Dowa—Adam Brown
Subsequently Puts Things Straight,
—Why Greenway and Martin

* " Teft for Hom
* [From pﬁr Own Correspondent.]
Orrawa, March 20.—There have now
been five days of debate on the unrestrict-
ed reciprocity resolution 'with' ‘the' pros:
pect of three more. = Seven members ad-.
dressed the House and seventy .more are
anxious to do sq. - The best apeech to-day

was by Mr. Josiah Woed, of Westmore-,
land, N.B. ' ' Ib wad ‘able,  scholarly and’

logical. - British-- Columbia cAme 'in for
some attention, : Dr.  Maodonald, of Fast
Huron, insisting that the (United Stdtes
was the natural market for Briish | Cel-
umbia fish. Mr. Chisholm “denied ' that
British Columbia exported: ' fish’ to' the
United States. Dr. Macdonald ' quoted
the trade returns which give the fish éx-
ports of the Pacific province to the United
States as one hundred ahd eighty millions.
Mr.-Chisholm attempted  to' explaiu but;
the Grits howled him down. (- - Adam
Brown, . of Hamilton, proved.from the'
American trade returns that this quantity
had . simply - gone through’ the United;
States in'bond, i

It is reported -that Messrs.  Gréenway
and Martin returned home at.the instiga:
tion of the Opposition who, seeing a fair

prospect for a settlement of the Manitoba |

difficulty; do not' view with equanimity the
removal of their sole stoek in trade. |~
. Orrawa, Ont., March 19.—The .great
debate was well sustained to-day. M
McNeill, ‘of North' Bruce, delivered a
capital speech from: the standpoint’ of a
loyalist, ani was followed by Mr. A. G.
Jones, of Halifax, who, while supporting’
Sir-Richard ' Cartwright, expressed him-
salf strongly opposed
He moved. an amendment to Hon. Mr.
Foster’s, . providing: for  reciprocity in
cousting and the registration of vessels in
the event of any arrangement between
Oanada’and the nitedngiate‘t "providing’
for the free importation with each' ¢ountry|
of natural and manufactured -products of
the other. . Charley ‘Tupper replied: in &
capital speech, greatly enhancing his repu-
tation a8 a party debater. 'The discussion
wad again adjourned. :
Houns. Mr. Greenway and “Martin left
for Winnipeg to-night, it ia said, ina huff,
No settlement was arrived at.

Mr. Corby, conservative, was elected in |

“Weat Hastings by acclamation.
are completely disorganized.

GRANT AND THE GAMBLERS.

To THE Eprtor:—The mayor is rudg
where he should be’ polite; éoarse where
he should be courteous; vulgar "where he
should be decent. . I havereadhis card in
Monday night’s Times, and. want.to. say
T'in disappointed in the man., - He’s noth-
‘ing but & puff'of 'wind. ' He daren’t
his falsehood that thére is no gaim| 4
for coin going on-in: Victoria. - The town

The grits

is infested with gamblers. . .Mr. Grant
knows iti * So does Bloomfield. . So did
Mr. Fell when he was mayor; and as for
Mr. Higgins' card about what T wrote, he
didn’t deny that he knew it as well as the
rest.  If he does Il prove him a- }—

talt 3 o for_ thia

I telt you ‘there’s wi
“reform” “council to a?:k ﬁeniq

'This was ‘& ‘di- |

commercial aniow; |,

t
the worse man in‘the Corpor ng- by

y strength
the l!m' ;hichngtem

; $onsidersd Revolutionary, ;
The, Standard. calls | Rtchie’s local gov-
@l, which -he introduced ?1?00
s last night, areve-
and"'says it pays too
attéiition to the conservative princi-
which/ the . government's . policy

: 1»:-"1.gueled-n.
" The' News; Post, Telegraph and Ohronicle
general ‘approval ‘of the mieasure.

——

- The Tiber has overflowed its banks.
The overflew was caused by the recent
[fall of suow!’ ‘The lower quarters of Rome
are:flooded. - The welting of ‘the show in
Russia has causedi.floods - throughout the

lower_proyinces of the empire.

{4 Liberaly Gaining Strength.
+ Ward meetings of the Liberal Associa-
| tion,: held, in Birmingham last evening for
the of | organization, shows an
f Gladstone’s strength. The
‘polling ' of 'the 'various wards
owed that only nine twenty:fifths of the
voters.were Unionists, and in this hope-
less , minority, doubtless, very many of
this namber will desert the standard of
Ohamberlain before the next ministerial
appeal to' the country, which maybe made
at an earlien,day than even the' Liberals
dare hope. !

M’Am the Chamnel.
The Queen :left  Windsor to-day for
,Portamouth, where she . will: embark on
the royal yacht, Victoria and Albert, to-
mm io;‘ Ch';:gle:rg, che"al':d then
ead ial train thro Paris,
IC’}emm. and Pisa, to Flarenoe.ng On the
way across the ¢hannel,” the royal yacht
will be jescorted by the.Osborne, : Alberta
and Trinik{,hpiloted by ‘the  Galatea.
Eyery passible provision for' Her Majes-
| ty s safety and . comfdrt has ‘been ' made.
The Prinoe of Wales will report to her on
hhleh German Emperor's health before she
[

. Parliamentary Notes. -

In the house of . commons this evening
by a vote of 244 to 117 was adopted the
provision of the conversion’ bill for the
'payment of ‘& commission 'of 1s. 6d. on
each: £100 of stofk' converted ' by the
bankers.| In the debate on this provision
Gladstone, Sir William Harcourt and Sir
Robt. Fowler spoke in opposition to its
adoption and Sir' John Lu k and’ Mr.

en'in -its favor. * The .adoption of
this, prayision insures the - passage uf the

J. Powell Williams; member for Bir-
‘mingham, 1aid upon theé Speaker’s table
an-amendment ‘to Parnell’s motion for the
second ing - of ‘the arrears bill, for
which he hoped to secure..the .support of
all except four of the Unionist members.
'The'amendment ‘was drafted by Chamber-
lsin-and declares thit no bill dealing with
arrears will suffice unless it shall alsc deal
with other than debts to landlords.
L0

i1 D T Dépression tn Steel.

Thie steel trade is undergoing a' season
of great depregsion owing, to a large ex-
tent, to the prevalent anxiety regarding
the; . prospective: American ' competition.
The méater trades council p}:a de-
gided to send its president, secretary, and
fourteen menibers as delegates to the-
comitig bi-metallic conference in that city.

Joseph. Chamberlain - has accepted the
tender of the Devonshize ¢lub of a dinner
in his honor, & be held on . April -9th, in
Tecogwition of his services in concluding
the fisheriestreaty: ' The 'affair will be
entirely non-pelitical, and- many notable
persons .of shades of politics will be
present. . Earl Greuyille will preside.

-+ . Comrs: Appointments.
;- + BepuN, Margh; 20,—-Oount Rodolinski
bas been appeinted Chief Marshal, of the
court; Count, Seekendorf, Major Domo;
Count' Stolberg, Chief Chamberlain and
Countess Bruhe; Lady of the Palace.

)
[ ]

(i, Meved, by Sympathy.
Rucjuamagcr says: That the many ex-
sions of sympathy and affection which
the Emperor ‘has received from all garts
of the empire has deeply moved him."

_» . Suitably Rewarded.
o Syndic of San Remo has been'given
forty thousand ' marks' 'by thé Empress to
© . Im Homor of the Emperor.
The municipal ‘authorities recently pe-
titioned the Emj

|in the town:
consented,
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