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The proyisions of the naw Mnnisipal
By-Law which came into force on the
1st instant appear generally to give
satisfaction. The taxes levied under
‘it are all within the bounds of reason;
but in the case of Trades Liicenses, the
exprossion used is so ambiguous as to

‘render it difficult to distinguish where |

the retailer ends and the wholesaler
‘begins. The By-Law defines the term
¢ wholesale trader” (after enumerst-
ing certain professions or callings) to
“mean “all persons who sell articles in
“bulk or unbroken packages.”" Is the
grocer who sells a box of candles,
starch or tea in bulk” comprised in
‘this category ? and will he be called
on to pay '$5 or 8207 We believe the
Corporation intend that all traders who
gell “in bulk” as an exception instead
as a rule shall pay only $5, and
that the higher rate shall apply only
t0 those who sell principally or alte.
gether ¢ in bulk.”’ Bat the By-Law
does not explain itself and there is a
feeling of uncortainty in consequence,
The tax on horses kept “for private
~use” is also indefinite. Does it mean
an animal kept for the recreation or
pleasure of the owner—a carriage ora
saddle=horse ? or does it mean a dray-
horse as well? The tax of $2.50 per
~anpum on dogs we highly commend
No person owning a good dog ought
to object to paying a small sum for the
privilege of keeping him ; and the dog
that is not worth paying $2.50 for
must be a great nuisance that it would
‘be * doing the owner and the public a
_service to knock on the head. The
tax of 1 ot one per cent. on resl estate
i8 not.out of the way, since from most

improvements effecied tl'n-odgh) city‘] .
taxation an imme?tur dvimfit: rowults

to real prope @
amount of rev’»-fi
~ $7,000. 1t str
the sources fr¢
"to draw this
There ought *
_afforded the C¢
more heavily— :
ings or articles, .
burthen which- ' 4
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Territory, stated that a bill bad been

introduced into the American Cons

gress to provide for the construction
of & railway from the town of Van.
couver, on the Columbia river; to
Sieilacoom, on Puget Sound. The
distance is about one bundred miles ;
and Congress donates to the company
twenty sections of publio land lyipg
on each side of the road for every
" mile of rail Iaid. The construction of
this road would, it is believed, make
Puget Sound what Nature intended it
shéuld be—the entrepot for the whole
of Washington Territory and Oregon.
The dangerons navigation of the
Columbia river would be avoided by
vesseld sailing direct to Paget Sound,
and passengers and freight discharged
at either Steilacoom or Seattle would
be whirled over the road to Columbia
yiver in three hours’ time, and as
“Yanoouver is distant only six miles
from Portland, two railroad bridges
and a short rail would conmect the
latter place with the former and make
Portland the true terminus of the
. road. The cars that left Steilacoom
in the morning with freight from
abroad would return the same after-
noon laden with the products of the
country for shipment. The serious
damage to trade and commerce rosult-
ing from tbe closing of Columbia river
by ice during the present winter must
act as an iucentive to the Oregonians
to contribute towards the speedy con-
struction of the proposed line. ‘The
waters of Puget Sound are never
frozen; and we misconceive  the,
character and enterprise of the people
of Oregon and the adjoining territory
if we are mistaken when we say
they will ‘avail themselves of this
splendid opportunity of placing them-
gelves in'd'reot and certain commaunie«
eation with the finest sheet of water
tor commercial purposes in the world.
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snent citizen of Steilacoom ,W?iéﬁln gton;‘ M’fﬁ‘&bf&"'vapor, barning  with great brilliancy

Satarday, Feb 8.
Bankruptcy Court,

e

[Before His Lordship Chief Justioe Needham.]

Re C W Wallace—Bankrupt surrendered.
Mr Ring for bankrapt, Mc Copland for offi-
cial assignee: .No amended accounts have
iog been filed, a fortnight's further time
allowed to file same; . . | .

Re Wiilis Bond—Surrendered . for second
examination. .Adjourned for artangement
sine due. -

How 7o Tmsr TaE CoLD.—A gentleman
who passed down the wagon road from Caris
boo. during the late severs weather relates an
ingeniods device, invented by a wayside
innkeeper, for testing the cold. The travaller,
on reaching the inn to put up for the night,
remarked that the weather was:very .ssvere.
«Yes,’ said Boniface, ¢ very sevare; the ther-
mometer got down to 78° below zera at 10
o’clock this morning.’ ©Seveoty-eight des
grees!" echoed the astonished gaest, * That
tscold’ ¢ Yes, sir, seventy-eight degrees;
aud I haven't the least doubt it wounld bave
gone to a hundred if the mercury hadn’t
froze.” ¢ How did you apply the test ?” asked
the interested traveller. °Sir, I'll tell you.
I've got two thermometers.
them outside last night, and when I got up

degrees and frozen stiff and solid. I saw
trom that if it hadn’t froze it would have gone
still lower ; so I got the other thermometer
and hung it up alongside the first, and in an
hour the mercury in it was down to 39 de-
grees and frozen etiff, too. Adding the two

cold, and if I had had a third thermometer I
bave’nt a doubt it would have fallen to 22
and made ‘up the hundred. The coldest
weather on record, ia it not, sir 2’
assented and said be would send half-a~dozen
thermometers from Victoria for the espeeial
use of his host. .
PrrroLEUM FOR STEAM ENGINES.—The ap«
paratus of Col. H M;Foote, of Boston, for

been imported into this city, and bas beeo
tried, with complete  succees, at: M 5
Mingfon street, whers f% " :

A

flam-

l v
as a highly in

b2/ o the ui
and beat, bat yithont smoke. With the
twelve burners .lighted, and the steam-
guage at seventy ' pounds’ pressure, steam
was made too rapidly; and five burners:
and a .pressure of forty pounds, are
found ample: for driving - all the fouundry
‘machinery. The advantages of this investion
in the saving of space, and weight, and
manual labor, suggest themselves to all;

and the inventor asserts that the cost of
this fuel is smaller by fifty per cent. than
t};::tt of coal or wood.—Sasn Francisco News

ter. ;

WesLEYAN Missionary ‘Megrrine.—This
meetiog . was held on. Wednesday evening,
Mr D Spencer, of Government street, in the
chair. Speeches were delivered by Messrs
Shakespeare, Mackay and James, aod Revs
White and Browning. From the report
read, we gathered that last year the Wes-
leyan Society raised $750,000 for missionary

purposes alone. It is asserted that the ad—
herents of Methodism in conntries where the
English language is spokea, are more numer-
ous than any other sect; and that with the
aid of colleges and schools, as well as by its
ministery, Metbodism is steadily progressiog,
both in numbers and inflaence, As all it
dsks is a fair field and no favor, we heartily
wish it God speed.

A Daxepr 18 Trousie.~—Five Indian
men were before the police court yesterday
on a charge of assaulting Kitty, an Indian
girl, the chief damage of which she seemed
to complain, was the tearing of her clothes,
which really presented a tattered appears
ance. Two of the offenders were slightly
fined, two were dismissed, and one was res
manded for a day for turther investigation.

»AN ADDITIONAL INDUCEMENT.—AS 31 iD=
ducement for people to crowd to the theatre
to witness the performance of the “ Flying
.Scnd,” a San Francisco paper gnnounces in
staring cspitals that there will be “a, race
horse on the stage, and a jockey-dance of

knee-breeches. and . top-boois!” . The piece
ought to “draw’’ after that aonouncement.

Tae Enoterprise, with'a few’passengers and
a small freight, ‘sailed for New Westminster
yesterday. - It is hoped she will be ‘enabled
to reach that place. [A telegram réceived,

there. The Cariboo Express has also resched

New Weastminster. |
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burning petroleum, for steam engines, has

| twelve young ladies in jackets, tight-filling |

by us last evening announces her safe arcival |’

- | over the Domicion, would, unless ' we' made

' Masox10.— Robert Buroaby, Esq., of this
oity, has been appointed under the English
Register District ' Grand Master of the
Masonic Lodges in this Colony. The com-
mission is issued by the Earl of Zetland,
who is Grand Master of England, and Earl
de Grey and Ripon, Deputy Grand Master.

. RoBBERY.—A. house across Rock Bay
oconpied by a Mr Murphy, was entered by
robbers on Wedeesday, and robbed of a
quaaotity of clothing. ,

For Borrakp INLer.—The steamer Isan
bel, having in tow the brig Levi'Stevens,
sailed for Barrard Inlet, where the brig will
load' with lumber for Sydney, Australia.

Given - Up.—The three desorters that were
in custody were yesterday given up and sent
on board the bark Mercars, upon the appli~
cation of Capt Connop. ;

Oue spedial dispatch apnounces the arrie
val of ‘the Del Norte at San Francisco yes-
{erday morning.

Tgl]iofk of putting the cable into the
ship Nightingale, at Eequimalt, commenced
yesterday morning.

T

* Confederation.—No, 3,

Epiror Bririse Coroyist,—In . letters
numbers one and two, I presented the chief
¢ terms and conditions’ in the British North
America Act that would bave to be incladed
io the addresses to the Crown to secure our
admission, those * terms and conditions’ be-
ing the exclusive powers of the Parliaments
-of the Dominion and British Columbia re-
spectively: It is my intention to direct
attention in- this letter to the ¢terms and
conditions’ requiring special negotiations; be«
cause they ars not included in the B. N. A.
Act, and arise from the peculiar cirenmstan~
ces of this country. :

In addition to the °®terms and conditions’
already enumerated, the following terms of
admission, in my opicion, ' should be agreed
to by Canada and British Columbia, viz:

1. Oanada tp become liable for our Funded
and Floating Debt, estimated at $1,500,000,
with the aonual Sioking Fund and interest
thereon.

2.:Canada to pay anbvally by semivannu-
al advaoces ont of her Consolidated Reve-
nue Fund to British Coiumbia for the sup-
port of the local Government and Legisla—
hawre, & Fized Subsidy of - $110000!per an-
sefsub ot Pey CiiytoSahaidy of 81,25

g G eoa,
faitbful performance of the six previosscon-
ditions, to consent that, on her admission to
the Dominion, the executive and legislative
authonty of Canada shall extend and apply
to British Columbia so far as they are expres-
sed or implied in the ¢ British North America
Act)!
If Canada would agree to the above terms
and conditions we sbould, in my opinion, act
wisely to lose no time in joining the Dominion.
On the other hand, if Canada declines to agree
to some such terms, I believe that we would
not be justified in allowing our Colony to be-
come an integral part of( ‘het- territory. 'In
order to determine the. matter either for or
agaiost Confederation there shou!d be op de~
lay in opening and ccnciuding negotiations.
If Canada were to agree to the above spe-
cial eonditions the annual Revenueand Ex-
penditure of the Dominion, in British Col-
umbia,  based on the revenue and estimates
of 1867 would be nearly as follows :
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF CANADA IN ASD FOR BRITISH

COLUMBLA, 1868,

Sinking Fund and Interest on Public Debt ......,..$150,000
TONBEIION .. o ies ccossstansstsosioondon os vesesss 17,500
Pri g rever woes 8,000
BRI « <o . civvoias oo dvs b cosvdsissionnn oo n i sesscsel OB
T R ER R P I 11,821
Harbormaster . sasevesesscasasece 1,800
Supreme Courts,2 Judges.......cvees.c.. 11,640
Coupty Courts, 5 JUAZES ....co.vueocnmmnsessirsscses 15.000
Penitentiary (Chaingangs). e ceversasccssoncess 21,245
Pensions 4 3,396
Mails, internal and {oreigp...... . 52,000
Lighthouse and Lightship ....... «. 10,000
Indlan Tribes eee 1,000

$300,401

Add to above the following :
1. Anoual Fixed Subsidy to British Columbia..$110 000

2. Per Capita Subsidy oo 20.000 population..... .. 25,000
8. Interest on $350,000 for British Columbia end
of Waggon Roud gt 5 per 08nt......s. seeecererees 17,500

4. Apnual Expenditore fo; Re
~ Wagon Road from Yalé to
18k GOIUTDBIR Sisdeusansoios e mssvsssasias se . 80,000
5, Interest on Kxpendiioie for Penitentiary, cost-
‘ ing $150,000, at b per cont..eeccocsceasiene 7,000
Total Expenditure of Canada in British Columbia. $490,401:
There are other items of Expeunditare, such
as Militia, Soldiers’ Barracks, larger sum for
Todian “Department, &c.,' &c., not included
in' the above ; so: that if a reduction were '
made jn the above lotal expenditure the un-
enumerated expeoditure would make the
total abaut the same. Lt
"Next, let us look at the estimated Revenue :
ANNUAL HEVENUE OF'CANADAIN AND FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA
Customs (with our Tarift and present population)
estimited for 1868 ab.......covessennessconne -osq. 5325,
10,000

Exgln
Post . 15,000 {

irs on Overland
andary of Brit-

LA OB it rscamias et 50 a3 b5de o 4o  sdpenvos s Hi 0000
Total Revenne .. Vied gl .;?:51,000

Assuming that  $351,000. would ibe: ke
total .amount of revenuneé derived by Canada
from British 'Columbia in 1868, in case we
were admitted 1bis year into the Unidn, and
that the' expenditare of Odnada'in this colony
was $490.401,1he deficit in . revenue 'would
be - $139,401. This deficit: Canada would
have, for the present, to provide from other
sources than from British Oolombia. =

Bat the Canadiun Goveroment, for aniform-
ity sske ‘and to distribate- taxation egually

L £ ¥
0 retaee ol

80 exp1 @38 provision to the cuntrary, impose
ber own system of taxation on this country.
The Customs tariff of Canada is ber princi-
pal source of revenue. Her tariff averages
vearly 13 per cent. on all imports, and her
list of free goods is larger than ours—one-
third of ber. total imports, Our tariff aver~
aged, in 1867, 17 per cent on our imports.
Consequently, if our tariff would . produce a
revenue of $325,000 in 1868, the Canadian
tariff, if imposed here, would only yield
$250,000. That wounld make an additional
g;ﬁclt of $75,000, making the total deficit as
ows ¢

Total deficit under Tariff of British Colambis......§189,401

Additional deficit if Canadian Tariff were im-
o GRS R LRt seseiesinel  THOW
Total ddielt ... suiihan sl cdteineion e $204 401

From this statement, it is apparent that
Oanada, if she consented to our admission on
the above terms, would expend annumally in
this country $214:401 more than the revenae
derived from it.

But that is not all. The above first estimate
of deficit is predicated on an estimate of our
Customs, under preseot tariff, for 1868. It is,
however, very  questionable whether it will
yield $325,000 in 1868. In 1867 the imports
of merchandise into this Colony were about
$1,300,000; the Customs (other than the
amount for donble duties nt New Westmins
ster in the early part of 1867), $230,000, or
$95,000 less than the above estimate of $325,
000. It the returns of Revenne in 1868 were
not to exceed those of 1867 the above deficit
under our tariff would be increased to $234,-
401. s

The annual deficit of Canada in and for
British Columbia would therefore be as
follows :

1. Total deficit under our Tariff, estimating

Cuatoms of 1868 at $325,000 vceeee- - cousiaes oo o $189,401
2. Total deficit under our Tariff, if the Imports ot
1868 did not exceed those of 1867..... ......eee. 401

8. Total deficit if Canadian Tarit were imposed

here, and assumiug the Customs of 1868

would yield $325,000 under our Tarift ...... 214,401
4. Total deficit under Canadian Tariff if the Im-

ports of 1868 did not exceed those of 1867... 289,401

Ioother words, with respect to last item, the
total revenue derived by Canada in and from
British Columbia, if the imports of 1868 or
the future did not exceed those of 1867,
would be $201,0060. The expenditure assum -
ed being $490.401, would make the annual
deficit $289,401.

Hereafter I shall take occasion to consid-
er the inducements that may be held out to
Canada for repayment of either of the above
deficits, in case she consents to take the res
sponsibility of sharing with us the Gov-
ernment of this country.

Before concluding this letter, I will make
a passing allusion to two beads of expendi-
ture enumerated abova—Penitentiary and
Overland Road.
Ooe of the exclusive powers:

i Aorias

f the Domin-

FLLTE G hodl
ritory <. areat Britain, sl
provincial rights granted <o uguaii il
the Imperial Parliament,’
it should read as follows :

¢ In case, therefore, we were to become a
provioce of the Dominion, we should bea
Territory of & Territory of Great Britain, with
oar charter of Provincial rights granted and
| guaranteed by the Imperial Pulilmemf) >
A. DC.

‘British Columbia and. the Dominion.

The subject of Confederation having of late

Colony to come under the Dominion of Can-
ada, renders it desirable that they should be
exhorted not to be cerried away or guided by
romantic ideas or sentimentalism on the one
hend, or on the other haod allow their troub-
les and misfortunes to drive them into ills
they know not of. Romance or sentiment
will neither fill the pocket nor feed the little
ones,

If any one will take the trouble to examine
the map he will readily see why Canada
:should hsve been anxious to unite with her
Nova Scotia sand New Brunswick. She ree
quired at least an outlet to the ocean, open
at all seasons of the year and through domes~
tic territory. That she should have offered
great inducements to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick: or that they sho:ld have been
desirous cf joining' Canada, will not occasion
any surprise. Sach.an Union would put an
end to much jealousy and ill feeling, prevent
the cat-tbroat commercial system then pre-
vailing, and join together people who had
maoy interests in common and whose prox-
imity rendered it . desirable that they should
live in peace and amity. The erection of a
railway uniting these provinces, and by tbi-
means retainipg the eommerce of the country
within their own borders, added very' much
to the advantages -of "union: it may, at. all
events, - be. .concluded that those provinces
joined themselves together because they be-
lisved it to be to their material interests to
do so. ' It would be well it the people of thig
colony would ask - themselves: what interest
they bave at present in common with Carada,
a conotry at least fifteen hundred miles disw
tant, and. indeed, why they should seek to
join the ‘Dowinion at all'just now ?

That the statesmen of thé Nominion should,:
in the excitement of & new birth, believe the
Dominion of Canada should extend from ocean

That they should see in such an extension
great benefits to themselves, or that they
shonld undervalne the eost and overvalue
their resources is not at all to be .wondered

at. That the Canadians in this coleny should

be endued with the enthusiasm ot their C0un«
trymen aed attempt to aid them in their de-
sire is at least creditable to their patriotism—
nay, that they should persuade themselves or
even !x-lieve that the Dominion could benefit
materially British Colambia, may be atiribg.
ted to the same enthusiasm ; but, however
patural it may be for Canada to desire to
benefit the Dominion by the acquisition of
British Columbia, it is equally natoral that
British Columbia should wish to benefit her.
self, and to 8ee whether she cannot do thig
better by herself than in conjunction with the
Dominion. To see, in fact, whether she can«
Dot ‘carry on her own business better alone
gb:n by being a small partoer with bat littke
lnuuence in 8 new and untried firm, knowp
mdeedz _chleﬂy by the extensive system o;'
adverlising by ite friends and admirers,

I bad written thus far when my eye fe|l
upon the third letter of the hon. Amor De-
Cosmos and the terms of Confederation (or
rgther.:ome such lerms) he proposes, At first
sight it seems very captivating that the Dy
minion should expend in this Colony upwards
of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars more
than she receives from it end allow represen:
tatives frtom mali:h Columbia to vote awa
moneys to which they do not i
Why should the Domi’nion do soc:mI"b;t:-:
sume to pay for a valuable territory ang in
order to hold it and prevent it falling into
other hands. It appears, however, probable
that Mr DeCosmos has made a smali Miga
take as to the amount of revenne of British
Columbia, and probably a mist:ke as to the
amount of taxation that would be impcsed by
the Domibion. ~According to the North
American Act, Seblion 102. all revenues
over which the Goveroment had contro| pre-
vious to Confederation become after Conw
federation the property. of the Dominion
Government. Now, the revenue of British
Colambia, adopting this view of the case is
not $350.000, as stated by Mr DeCosmos
but about $500 000 and the additional sum
is derived from trading licences, miniog li-
censes, road tolls, and so forth, Here then
we have the Dominion receiving $150 000
more than stated. It may of conrse be ,eaid
that the-articles of agreement shonld state
what revenues the Dominion shonld approprie
ate, Of course the agreement must, other=-
wise British - Columbia wil] assuredly not
agree. Mr DeCosmos also bases his calene
lation almost solely upon the tarift ;but is the
tariff the only mode of raising mopey in the
pom!mon‘! I fancy I bave seen somewhere
io priot that & Stamp Act was to be enacted
and some other internal and direct taxes
If ngob be the case the revenme of the Do:
minion from British Columbia would be even
still greater than $500,000, and might pere
haps be even more than she would receive

from the Domucion, It would be well, at all

;bt Weekly Brifi

" expended each year by

i o ¢

been bronght prominently into notice, with
the intention of inducing the people of thi®

t0,0cean, and ‘that they should desire to ob< [
.tain the intervening . térritory is but mataral.

{ you will have

240 learn what the taxes of the Domine
e ' “be, because until they be
% Rt gt T sagt b mers op

tattl; Got fess. Af Blld ;
mi‘ted, the General Govervureos w.. unvs
more work to do and will perbaps requies
more men to do it; but I suppose that is
of “no consequerce”; neithet is our skare of
the Governor General’s salary or of the ox~
penses of the General Government of acy
consequence, either. Won't it 'be nice to get
$125,000 per anoum oat of the Dominion !
It will be a8 well to take care not to pay too
much for the whistle. ‘Nevertheless, Mr
DeCosmos deserves well for baving made
koown Ais views—Ifor if the people are to
Join the Confederacy, let them do it with
their eyes open and pot ‘‘go it blind.”
suppose the people must trust 1o the Zonor o
the Dominional Government for the fulfilment
of the agreement, whatever ihat may be.
Would it not be as well tof have a eclause
siatiog ttat if the Dominion failed in her
part of the agreement, that British Columbia
should be allowed to secede. I guess there
would be no cheating then.

VICTORIA.

A Proposal,

Eprror Corontst—No doubt the entire
people of the Colony are unanimous in desir=
ing the speedy reduection of the expenses of
the Government, and the full restitution of
our_political rights. But there appears a
little difference of opinion as to the best mode
of accomplishing our desires—differences s®
slight that I think a committee consisting of
six or seven persons selected from' both sides
would in the course of a few hours agree on
a resolution which would be uvenimously
accepted by tbe people, and instead of ap-
pealing to the Goverpor with two appeals of
a somewhat contradictory -chaiacter, we
should go with one only ; plaioly indicating
the conditions by which Confederation would
be acceptable to us, and deprecating any

‘agreement of a binding character between

the' two Governments, until baving been firs$
submitted to and approved by the people,
But as the matter now stande it requires
nothing éaore than for the Goveroor to_be
backed with an address from his sudserveant
Council, to open and conclade a bioding ar-
rangement with the Domininal Goveroment,
without any reference to the people con=
cerped. ' A BRITON.
February 6th, 1868.
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