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bt " Yuan's Speech Sir Ronald Ross now edits Sclence
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terness against the ‘idealogues’ ot Our First Asset

‘Such men differ in no de- ‘“The first asset which a nation pos-

- rigands and housebreak- | sesses is its capacity for producing genius

He accused them of corruption} _ greater than the possession of fertile

and ignorance. Canton and Kiang-si, {soil of mineral wealth, or of opportunity
two provinces mainly concerned in | for commerce; as great as the assets of
the last rebellion, were used as an jindustry and honesty in its people. The
‘arena in which the rebels could prac- | history of nations is mostly the history

{tice their experimental theories.’ ‘] | of their men of genius, great and small;
{ wonder, he continues, ‘how my fel- and there are nations which, possessing

% no men of genius, have taken no part in
::Ks:ogel}ﬁ r:l?:ie ai: eg;%iﬁmggv;: e the history of the world for ages.
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Times saye: “The president i8 &t his|case of Columbus and of many others.
best when he insists upon what the | But their obtuseness punishes them-
real foundations of the stable State |selves
must be. He gquotes the saying of the The Flash of Inspiration
sage Mencius that ‘the people are “In sclence the first requirement is that
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chosen, but the moral they are cited { ability. they concentrate it uron such
to teach -is excellent. It is that | gbjects,, and become prosperous citizens,
changes must not suddenly rus coun- milllonaires. generals and politi~’ans—men
ter to immemorial custom. of merit perhaps, but who bestow small

“Theorles of the schools,” he warns beneflts, or even disasters, upon mankind
them, are no sufficlent base for the | in general.
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one; for indeed the two muses are twin
sisters. Newton did not demonstrate men
to man, but he demonstrated to him the
heavens and the science of numbars.
Scarcely less are the travellers and sol-
diers who confer civilization upon bar-
baric tracts; and the inventors who con-
fer innumerable utilitiss upon the whole
race. In all of such, not only must there
have been the flash of the original idea;
but alse the appreciation of its value to
the world in general. Wleere, compared
with these, are the numerous men of tal-
ent who are great only for themselves?

The Great Toll of Genius

“But even these two supreme qualities
are not alone sufficient, @nd the scientific
man must possess the determination
and tha vigor to overcome many difficul-
ties before the original idea can be ma-
terialized. That which when discovered
becomes an easy commonplace is when
undiscovered an almost unattainable sum-
mit. He sess that summit only at mo-
ments through the drifting clouds of
doubt; he commences the ascent weighted
by endless troubles and perplexities, and
new difilculties confront him at each docr-
step.- How often does he fall and turn
baek to the pleasant vales of ordinary life.

“It is commonylace to think that Shake-
speare dashed off his dramas withoui
thought; but each one shows by the evi-
dance of its structure that it was created
only by ceaseless labor. What must have
been the toil necessary to found geometry,
algebra, the calculus, the atomic theory,
the theories of gravitation, electricity, and
evolution?—not less than the tolls which
gave the New World to the Old Weorld
and the map of Africa to Europe.

: Wanted—Opportunity

“But in addition to all these qualities
which the man of scieno2 must possess—
the genius to conceive, the sagacity to
perceive, the determination to succeed and
tho strength to work—he must also be
fortunate enough to find an opportunity.
There may have been, and probably were,
many potentlal Newtons and Shake-

meritorious though fortunately much
more common—the class of nren
are engaged upon the record
fication of observations,
tempting wide generalizations. A
this branch of science requires qualities,
not so rare and brilliant perhaps, but
also great—the desire to do important
work, the determination to attempt it,
and the patlence to accomplish it—and
that, generally without hope of any ad-
equate recompense. Such work often
leads by chance Yo Very important dis-
coveries, and has now become anh actual
necassity for. advance. We may dis-
tinguish the two classes of mind. The
first is essentially the solver of prob-
lems; the second the observer facts. To
some extent every man of geience must
be composed of both; but in a few the
former essence predominates, and in
most the latter one. Scilence may be al-
most sald to require nine parts of
thought to one of observation—but there
must always be something of both in it.
Genlus a Tyrant

“[,ombroso attempted to prove by
statistics the kinship of genius and mad-
ness: but it is more probable that tha
latter grows from the former and not
the former from the latter. Genius is
the most terrible of all tyrants; it ex=
acts needless service and it spares not
either its victim, nor his fortune, nov
even his children. It is in that way that
the madness lies. The fire which im»=
pels also consumes. Now it burns low
with despomdency, now it frets at each
obstacks, mow it overwhelms with sucs
cess; and it must be fed eternally with
all the man's possessions. Even his cus
of triumph is mingled with myrrh—the
scepticism of friends, the puerilities of
critics, the spite of fools, the jealousy of
rivals, the intrigues of the schemers
whio profit by every new discovery at the
expense of the discoversr, and the large
indifference of the dull pubilic.

How the World Treats Genlus
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