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The Little Minister
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By J. M Barrie,
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On the west side of the Mill; two figures:

wIammas, bie ! Temmas whlmond. I've
‘Jost you. Should we gang to the manse

the fields?” o

do‘\.v‘x; heest, Hendry ! i

«\Vhat are you ll!te'ning" for?

o] heard a dog barking. L

w0nly a gypsy dog, Tammas, barking at

”
ing storm.
“‘ﬁf}’,’c":;ygpzv dogs are all tied up, and this

ane’s atween us aod the Toad’s-hole. What
5 oM
"1?‘?‘:';.; nothing but the rubbing of the
branches in the cemetery on ane another.
It's said trees make that fearsome sound
hey're in fear.”
w}.‘.cf; 'Waé a dog barking at somebody that’s
flinging stanes &t it. I ken that sound,
dry Munn.” c
H.'"I\,g I die the death, Tammas Wha-
mond, if a great drap o’ rain didna strike
me the now, and I swear it was warm. I'm
-unning home.”

tof’i?nnx for seeing wha drove awa’ that dog.
Come back wi’ me, Hendry.” -

“] winna, There’s no a soul on the hill
but you and me and thae daffiing and
drinl';ing gypsies. How do you no answer
me, Tammas Whamond, whaur are you !
He's gone! Ay, then I'll mak’ tracks
hame.”

It the broom; a doy cart:

“Do you see nothing yet, McKenzie ?”*

“Scarce the broom at my knees, Rintoul,
There'is not a light on the hill,”

“McKenzie, can that schoolmaster have
deceived us ?”

“It is probable,” K

“Urge on the horse, however. There is
aroad through the broom, I know. Have
we stuck again ?”

“Rintoul, she is not here. I promised to
belp you to bring her back to the Spittal
before this escapade became known, but we
have failed to find her. If she is to be
saved now, it must be by herself. I daresay
sho lias returned already. Let me turn the
horse’s head. There is & storm brewing.”

*“I will search this gypsy encampment
first if it is on the hill, ark ! that was a
dog’s bark, Yes, it is Snap, but he would
not bark at nothing. Why do you look
bebind you so often, McKenzie?”

“For some time, Rintoul, it has seemed
to me that we are being followed.
Listen 1”

“I hear nothing. Ha! McKenzie, at
lastwe are out of the broom.”

“ind, as I live, Rintoul, I see the gypsy
lighis 1"

It might have been a lantern that was
fashed across the hill. Then all our part
of the world went suddenly on fire. Every-
thitg was horribly distinct in that white
light. The firs of Caddam were so near
thatit seemed to have arrested them in a
silest march upon the hill. The grass
would not hide a pebble. The ground was
scored with shadows of men and things.
Twice the lisht flickered and recovered
itelf. A red eerpent shot across it, and
then again black night fell.

The hill had been illumined thus for
nearly half a minute. During that time
ot even a dog stirred. The shadows of
luman beings lay on the ground as motion-
less as logs. What had been revealed
seemed less & gypsy marriage than a
picture, Or was it chat during the cere-
mony every person on the hill had been
turned into stone? The gypsy king, with
his arms upraised, had not had time to let
itfall. The men and women behind him
had their mouths open, as if struck when
ou the point of calling out. Lord Rintoul
had risen in the dog-cart, and was leaning
forward. One of McKenzie's feet was on
the shaft. The man crouching in the dog-
cart’s wake had flung up his hands to pro-
tect his face. The precentor, his neck
outstretched, had a hand on each knee.
Alleyes were fixed, as in the death glare,
onGavin and Babbie, who stood before the
kjng, their hauds clasped over the tongs.
Near was petrified on the woman's face,
determination on the man’s.

They were all released by the crack of
the thunder, but for another moment none
eould have swaggered.

“That was Lord Rintoul
cart,”
Lreath,
“Tes, dear,” Gavin answ. od resolutely,
‘f:ml now is the time for ¢ to have my
firs: and last talk with him. . Remain here,
Ealbie, Do not move tiil I come back.”
~But, Gavin, he has seen! I fear him
1

in the dog-
Babbie whispered, drawing in her

still,
“He cannot touch you now, Babbie. You
aremy wife,”

In the vivid light Gavin had thought the
d(’.z-cart much nearer than it was. He
tilled Lord Rintoul’s name, but got no an-
‘er. There were shouts behind, gypsics
unning from the approaching storm, dogs
‘iining, but silence in front. The minis-
tr moved forward some paces. Away to
he Ig!t he heard voices:

"‘\\ ho was the man, McKenzie 2"

My lord, I have lost sight of you, This
00t the way to the camp.”

+‘Tell me, McKenzie that you did not see
what I saw,”

‘Rintoul, T beseech you to turn back.

¢ are too late,”

“We are not too late.”

..‘-nvm broke through the darkness be-
!%een them anqd him, but they were gone.
fe called to them,

:lIu that you, Gavin?” Babbie asked just
N,

her clapped his hand over her mouth; only
sthe beginning of a scream escaped from
her; a strong arm droye her Quickly south-
ward. 4

Gavin heard the cry, and ran back to the
encampment. Babbie was gone. None of
the gypsies had seen her since the darkness
came back. He had rushed hither and
thither with a toren that only showed his
distracted face to others, He flung up his
arms in appeal for another moment of light;
then he heard Babbie scream again, and
this time it was from a distance. He heard
a trap speeding down the green sward
through the broom and dashed after it.

Lord Rintoul had kidnapped Babbie,
Gavin had no other thought but this as he
ran after the dog-cart from which the cry
had come. The earl’s dog followed him,
enapping at his heels. The ten o’clock bell
stopped. The rain began,

CHAPTER XXXIV.

(?n.vjn passed on through Windyghoul,
thivking in his frenzy that he stiil heard
the trap. In a rain that came down like
iron rods every other sound was beaten
dnd'. He slipped, and before he could
regain his feet the dog bit him. To pro-
tect himself from dykes and trees and
other horrors of the darkness he held his
arm pefou him, buat soon it was driven to
his side. Wep whips cut his brow, so that
he had to protect it with his hands, until
it had to bear the lash again, for they
would mot. Now he was forced upon his
knees, and would have succumbed, but for
a dread of being pinned to the earth. This
fight between the man and the rain went
on all night, and, long before it ended, the
man was past the power of thinking.

In the ringing of the ten o’clock bell Ga.
vin had lived the seventh part of a man’s
natural life. Only action had been required
of him, That accomplished, his mind had
begun to work again, when suddenly the
loss of Babbie stopped it, as we may put
out a fire with a great coal. The last thing
be had reflected about was a dog-cart in
motion, and, coneequently, this ilea clung
to him. His church, his mother, were lost
knowledge of, but still he seemed to hear
the trap in front.

The rain increased in violence, appalling
even those who heard it from under cover.
However rain may storm, though it be an
army of archers battering roofs and
windows, it is only terrifving when the
noise swells every instant, In those hours
of darkness, it again and again grew in
force and doubled its fury, and was louder,
louder and louder, until its next attack was
to be more than men and women could
listen to. They held each other’s hand, and
stood waiting. Then abruptly it abated,
and people could speak. I believe a rein
that became heavier every second for ten
minutes would drive many listeners crazy.
Gavin was in it on a night that tried us re-
peatedly for quite half that time.

By-and-by even the vision of Babkie in
the dog-cart was blotted out. If nothing
had taken its place he might not have gone
on, and had he turned back objectionless
his strength would have succumbed to the
rain, Now he saw Babbie and Rintoul
being married by a minister whe was him-
self, and there was a fair company looking
on, and always when he was on the point
of shouting to himself, whom he could see
clearly, that this woman was mrrried, the
rain drove back his words, Presently the
ceremony began again, always to stop at
the same point. He saw it in the lightning
flash that had startled the hill. It gave
him courage to fight his way onward; be-
cause he thought he must be heard if he
could draw nearer to the company.

(To be Continued.)

Overicaded.

You've eaten too much turkey,

And =0 you cannot work, eh!

Your head feels very murky—
There ! I don’t believe I could add an-
other line and make it rhyme if 1 had adollar
for doing it. A few cents, however, will
cure me. To relieve stomach and bowels
from the effects of overloading, a full dose
of Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Purgative Pellets
is the best remedy, 'The operate gently,
yet thoroughly, and without griping,
rausea, or other unpleasant effects. In vials
convenient to carry.

Worth, the Parisian dressmaker, works
hard and regularly, putting in ten hours a
day at his desk. He bears up well under
the strain.

A Cure for Constipation and Headacho

Dr. Silas Lane, while in the Rocky
Mountains, discovered a root that, when
combined with other herbs, makes an easy
and certain cure for constipation. It isin
the form of dry roots and leaves, and is
known as Lane’s Family Medicine, 1t will
cure tick headache in one night. For the
blood, liver and kidneys, and ior clearing
up the complexicn, it does wonders.
Druggists sell it at 50 cents a package.
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William Waldorf Astor is in treaty for
the purchase of the magnificent gold service
which was given by the first Napoleon to
his beautiful sister, Princess Pauline Bor-
ghese.

Carter's ¥ ittle Liver Pills must not bo econ
founded with common Catharticor Purgative
Pills, as they are entirely unlike them in every
resyect, One trial will prove their sureriority

Dr. Chercot, the great French specialist
on nervous diseases, is 67, but appears only
50. He has very striking facial features.
Iu dress and manner he is very simple.

A mon’s wile shovld alwaye be the same
especially to Ler busband: but if she isweak
and nervous and uses Corter’s Iron Pills,she
cannot be, for they will make her “feel likea
diflerent yerson,” at least so they all say, and
their butkends sav £o, tco.

The Grand Duchess Alexandrine of Meck-

lenburg-Schwerin, who recently celebrated
her 90th birthday, is the oldest of European
princesses,
A bottle of Angostura Bitters to flavor
your lemonade or any other cold drink will
keep you free from Dyspepsia, Coliic
Diarrhea and all diseases originating from
the digestive organs. Be sure to get the
genuine Angostura, manufactured by Dr.
J. G. B. Siegert & Sons.

“The World Gone Mad !” Wanted—the
world to regain its reason and dyspeptics
the use of their stomachs by the use of K

CIATION,

[Wives and Daughters for April]

when recently asked by the W. C. 1. U.

temperance in the Suaday schools, refused
to take any steps in the matter,
So says a report in a daily paper which
we have no cause to distrust. No reason
was given for thia singular refusal, and we
are beaten about by the waves of specula-
tion in an attempt to give a satisfactory
explanation of it.
Perhaps the association feared that the
free absorption of temperance principles in
youth would almost certainly lead later on
vo an enormous increase of our total absti-
nence population. Itis useless to close our
eyes to the deplorable fact that such would
probably be the case. It is painful to
think of the bright boys speeding in un-
ending procession along that brilliant broad
path which leads to a drunkard’s grave, and
never allowed to get there because of the
wholly uncalled-for interference of Sunday
school teachers and others, Many a noble
career of degradation and crime has been
ruined in precisely this officious and inex-
cusable manner. Youth is a very impressi-
ble period of life, and when the earnest
man or woman, for whose character and
convictions he has learned to feel a
great respect, pointedly warns him ageinst
the go.called evil of strong drink, there
is & serious danger that he will ab.
stain  from it—nay, even that he
will go so far as to make a life-lcng habit
of abstaining. What a terrible picture do
these simple words convey. Try to realize,
if possible, the horror of a life in which
young men never get intoxicated, in which
mothers’ hearts are never broken, nor
fathers’ heads bowed down with shame; |
in which there are no stings of remorse,
nor vain strugglings, nor despairing yield
ings; no enfeebled will, nor clouded in
tellect, nor shattered constitution. How
tame, flat and dreary must that cxistence
be which is robbed of these high-flavored
ingredients. But do Sunday school teachers
ever stop to think of this? Never! Avail-
ing themselves of their high positions of
trust and responsibility, and in the very
shadow of the sanctuary itself, they speak
the insidious, blighting word which turns
the boy who might otherwise be a first-
class drunkard and an example to the
entire community, into a commonplace
total abstainer. This is a grievous evil,
but the memvers of the Ministerial Associ-
ation are equal to it. We can imagine
them shaking their heads at each other and
saying, *‘No, no, it would never do, We
must stem this vast sickening tide of moral
instruction which threatens to whelm the
giant evils of the time. These evils must
be kept alive, for otherwise where would be
the need of a Ministerial Association 2"
This is the first hypothesis thut we have
to offer in explanation of their action. The
sccond has to do with the folly and blind-
ness of W. C. T. U. women in stepping o
far out of their sphere as to ask the associa~
tion to move in the matter of teaching tem.
perance in the Sunday schools. St. Paul
expressly says that if a woman has a
petiticn to make the husband at home is
the proper official before whom to state the
cage. If temperance women have no hus-
bande, or if the husbands do not happen to
be at home, or if being at home they say
that, *‘Oh, they don’t want to be bothered,”
all that W, C. T, U. women can do is
simply to let the matter rest. We own
that no reform was ever advanced by let-
ting matters rest; but really, ladies, do
you expect that a creature as hard in the
mouth as a ministerial association is golng
to trot off in the right direction wheuever
you flop the lines, and call out g'lang? We
trow not. If your husbands absolutely re-
fuse to drive, you will as a last resource
have to surround the association with
smiles of double-distilled sweetness, and
say, ‘“‘Reverend and kind sirs, we are
peor, weak women, aspiring to be nothing
but deor mats worthy of the feet of men.
We know nothing about the evils of in.
temperance, nor about anything else for
that matter, because it is so unfeminine to
know anything; but eur husbands have
declared that they will neither eat nor
sleep until temperance is taught in our
Sabbath scheols, and in the spirit of pure
wifely submission we come to vou for
help.” Then it would be necessary for
you to smile and smile quite a good deal
more, and show your long lashes. The
asscciation would feel all smooth and tran.
quilized, and its members wounld lean one
towards another and say, *“*Well, now,
perhaps a little temperance in the Sabbath
gchool wouldn’t do so very much harm
after all.” .
If the Ministerial Association does not
consider the spread of temperance knowl.
edge an fevil, and if its masculine vanity
has not been wounded, then we are at a
loss to account for its curious decision.
The three saving agencies of civilization

THE TORONT 0 MIMSTERIAL ASSO-

The Ministerial Association of Toronto,

of that city to further the teaching of
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“WIVES AND DAUGHTERS”

THE LEADING AND

Most Popular
Ladies’ Monthly

IN THE DOMINION,

year.

i

send direct to the office of publication,
acceptable for sums under $1.

“WIVES AND DAUGHTERS,”

The subscription price of this excellent publication for
women is 50 cents per ‘annum, but to ‘*Advertiser” sub-
scribers it is offered for a short time at only 25 cents per
Leave your order with your nearest newsdealer or

Postage stamps
Address—

418 Richmond Street, London, Ont.

TO ORDER.

arc the church, the home and the school.
A great multitude of parents are doing
their part in the homes, and teachers all
over the country are doing their part in
the schools. What is the church doing?
Why should it bo lethargic? The churches
of our country, if they would but exert
themselves, could sweep every vestige of
the pestilent evil of intemperance from the
land. In the face of this tact the associ-
ation’s refusal seems all the more remark-
able. Itdisplayssuch a large amount of
immoral courage where only a very little
moral courage was required.

- -
Dr. Froude succeeds the late Dr, Freeman
as professor of history at Oxford University.

A practical cook book containing nearly
1,000 valuable receipts free to hourekeepers
by calling at Strona's drug store, 184

For reply, the man who had orept up to

P —

Dundas street. 47 tf

French Peas,

French Beans,
French Mushrooms,
French Macedoines.

m

FITZGERALD, SCANDRETT & GO,

169 Dundas Street.

At the top
of all washing mediums, you
will find Pearline. When you
have found it you will never
let it go. In washing clothes
or cleaning house, you can
find nothing else that saves as
much work without doing the
slightest harm. Use Pearline,
and you can find no fault; if
you.don't use Pearline, the
fault is your own.

All-Wool Pants, $3.

PETHICK & McDO

393, Richmond Street, -

NALD,

All-Wool Suils, §16.

- London, Ont
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WM. WMALLOCH & CO. MACHINISTS

~——MANUFACTURERS OF —

ELEVATORS,

PULLEYS, SHEAFTING, HANGERS and SPECIAL MACHINE
Repairing a Specialty.

184 Fullerton Strect, London
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