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Jd in high esteem in this commu-

v and we think they should not go
haneeded. I might mention Rev, Mr.
gliott, of St. Thomas'’, Rev. Canon
gmart of Heart's Content. Rev. Mr.
pgsted of Carbonear, Rev. Mr. Crack-
hell Rev. Mr. Higgitt, Rector of St.
jgul’'s, Harbour Grace, and others
bose names have nct yet been given

p the public. Then I have no need

g mention i dividuallv the names of

st C:ergymen, for that

lln”' nation is entirely in sympathy
ibition principles. The fact

gsome of the laity do not agree
vith their clergy is no reason that
the opinions of these people should be
and reasonable,

t of the clergy be absolutely

1. These gentlemen have the
moral welfare of the community at
hart, are not personally affected by
giher prohibitive or non-prohibitive’
legislation, but in the pursuance of
their sacred calling they feel convinc-

i that caution should be observed!
pfore we rush through a bill of tlus'
mture without mature consideration.
Sme people have been kind enough
to call these gentlemcn cranks, fana-
ties and lunatics, yet when they want
to be married, when they want to
mve their children baptised, when
they want their dead buried, when
fhey want their sick and suffering to
fave the consolation that the Church
alone can offer, it is to those -same
cranks, fanatics and lunatics that
they send. No gentlemen, let us
lktew to these men, in so far as they
ik for delay, then betweén now and
pext sessiom, they will have ‘ample;
opportunity to consider this legisla-
tion, proposing amendments or zlter-
native suggestions, which can be sub-
mitted to us at that time. It may be
that after due consideration this very
gt will be the best obtainable under
all the curcumstances, and if so, it}
an then become law with the con-
sent of those who seem now to be

nuch alarmed about it.
the second place I ask for delay
because we have not had time to con-
tider what may be involved in future
s because of the precedent we es- |
1 if we pass this bill now It is)
| known fact that hitherto all
ceg, countries or towns that
come “dry” by a vote of the
that have since become “wet”
) done by a further vote of the|
people. I am not asking for a plebis- (
tte, but I am suggesting that the'
mat:er of a plebiscite should receive;
careful consideration before we pass

this act.

It has been stated that this House
will meet in January next, why not
felay his mater until then? In thei
meantime the necessary thought can
bs giten to it, and instead of wasting
a Week or more, as we usually do, at

the onenlng, we can at once take- up'
this legisll.tﬁon, which” by then Bhonld
be ready:to:come before us, p

While the Manifesto of the Prime
Minister referred. to prohibition, it
was 7ot - seriously considered: during
the election campaign. The literature’
of the opposing parties had no serious
reference to it. As a matter of faet
it is_well known that the whole issue
of the election was “a clean up,” and
the pecple asked for that in no un-
certain sound. It is my humble opin-
ion that the liquor business was not
a factor in the election, at the same
time I am free to admit that.  the
Prime Minister was elected upon &
Manifesto which included the repeal
of the present Act, but in a manner
which is not the one he has choaen
to adopt.

As g member of the Seleot Commit-
tee which had this Bill in .hand, I
heard the protests of those who ap-
peared before us, they were, for the

most part, courteously given, and I,

was convinced that the welfare of
this comimunity was the motive that
actuated them one and all. I refused
te sign the Report for that ' reasonm,
and for that reason only, and I repeat
that this House should defer legisla-
tion on this important matter at the
request of these gentlemen who ap-
peared before our Committee.

One more word. There is no class
in our community more interesed in
¢this business than the women of eur
country, I am not going to preach a
sermon on the tonditions into which
many of our women and children are
thrust because of the liquor traffic,
but I am going to ask, in their behalf,
that they be given a chance to meet
ifi" thé™ géveral ‘communities, if- they
8o desire, in order that their views
may also come before us.

For these reasons Mr. President, I
musf, oppose the second reading of
this Bill, during this session, in do-
ing this I am not committing myself
as to the merits, or demerits, of the
Bill, as I do not feel called upon to6
consider such at this time.

Hon., Sir Patrick MeGrath con-
gratulated Hon. Mr. Morine on the
comprehensive and illuminating ad-
dress he had given. He favored the
principle of the Bill, not that he had
abated in any way his belief that the
desirable state was that of Prohibi-
tion. He did not agree with many of
the Hon. gentleman’s observations,
and thought Prohibition had more to |
its credit than was admitted, for in-
stance, the closing of the bar. He did
not think the reign of lawlessness be-
gan with Prohibition and quoted
| figures given by the Minister of Jus-
tice as to arrests for drunkeness,
which he thought disproved that, as

* follcws:—
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As regards moonshlnhs he did ‘not
think there was nearly as much as
some peaple thought and was of
opinion the pumber of stills ‘was very
few., In his opinion the death kneel

sounded when the Cornwall was sent
to Bongvista Bay to enforce the law,
and ‘the proceedings: made poutical

‘bad sald it was unable‘to be enforced.

of the Bill, it was comparatively effec-
tive. He realized that the law had
not. heen: perfehly: kept, it Ne- said,
all laws were pertectly kept, = what

He added that - in- 1914

was' it then he:asked it could not ‘be

My, Moxine replied: that 1t was im-
possible: for the Government to en-
forca . . -

+ 8ir P, . T, MoGrath lttted that the
mass of* the Outports wanted it and
the whole machinery _o!‘vﬁstioe had
become so -demoralized that at the
‘present time"it conld-not-be enforeed.
1t those who were responsible for
Nlttins the Prohibidon Law on the
Statute Book :were prepared to carry
it out Sir Patrick said he would vote
tor-it again.-

Mr.: Morine intérposed that 250,000
police would be necessary in the car-
rying out of it. - ,

Sir Patrick did not agree that
that was necessary and quoted the
United States as an example.

Mr. Morine said it cost the United
States millions of dollars to try
and enforce the law,

Sir Patrick agreed and said it may
cost them millions a few years long-
er, but.the conditions in America
were better as a result and he was
convinced that the Prohibition  Law
| had dome a great'deal to add to the
comfort and welfare of the people
there, and he wished that - the law
could do the same here. Such a state
of demoralization ' existed—dishonesty
was rife—that now, it was hard to
enforce the law, he added and the Gov-
ernmeént, not of to-day, but each in
turn had let the barg down until the
whole thing was a scandal.

Because of the existing state of
affairs Sir Patrick stated he would
support the Bill before the House and
give it a trial, a year or two would
show whether the experiment were
satisfactory or not. The Act, he said,
had a good many teeth in it and if the
machinery. provided were effective
the result may be bemeficial. =

He knew of casSes during Prohibi-
tion years of medical men getting 8
¢r 10 books of scripts a month. If the
pomina! charge of $1 were made per
script an income of $1000 a month
wauld result. And again of medical
men from the OQutports selling scripts
in town. They, however, were pro-
secuted and fined.

In reference to the Controller’s
staff, he stated with ome exception,
they had acted honestly, and in the
case of that exception those in au-
thority who permitted the wrong-
doing were responsible. The sugges-
tion_ to re-staff the Department came
too late, he thought, it should have
heen done long ago. Sir Patrick said
| that ‘a hearing should be accorded
outsiders as members of the Temper-
ance Societies or as individuals, but
he did not admit that the welfare of
the country was of greater concern
to them as it was to him. He was
prepared to do his duty and give no-
tice that as an amendment he would
ask that “a bdttle a week” be substi-
tuted for “a bottle a day.” He would
then be prepared to support the Bill
and give the Government every asgis-
tance in enforcifz it.

Mr, Gibbs congratulated the Gov-
ernment on having the courage of its
convictions in bringing in a Bill such
as that before the House. In refer-
ence to the United States he said that
it was quite a ecommon practice for
bootleggers to call at private houses
for weekly orders.

Sir P. T. McGrath in reply stated
that when the British Government
asked Geddes to make his report in
regard to Prohibition in the Statea
he said that in the main it was a suc-
cess.

Hon. Mr. Gibbs did not consider that
U.8.A,, with its easy divorce laws.

3 mgrdnu, etc., was so prosperous as

might ' be imagined. He contended
that a law could not be enforced

| which . had not-the sympathy nor the

co-operation of the community and
mentionéd Egypt, India and Ireland
by way of example. In referring to
those, who voted for Prohibition he
said some did so on advice and some
were grossly misled.

The Hamorable gentleman was in-
correct in his opinion as regards the
number: of stills. = Within 130 miles
of the city, golng nerth, he heard

‘over 300 stills in operation, | ‘besides
the lu’ge number-in operation in thq

;dtylldf. As regards the 'open bar,
nowg.!m opposed to it, but that
: Wtolo BOWM-

: R ‘i e S S Rt
ol N A A AN AR i

s e e s D

| And for first. six months of uu 290 |,

of the enforgcement of Prohibition was |

“issue of. The’ ta.ct“thlt ‘four-Ministers |

did not in his® mind condemn'its ef- |
fectiveness, During the'early’ years |\

need were there of ‘men‘to ‘deal” with |,
{-offenders,
S 25600 :persons. voted in favour of Pyro-
“*L'nibifion-and only 5000-against it. Why |'

from a reliable source that. there were |
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of detection of the parties who fur-|Close estimate of the requirements in !‘do much worse in other respects.‘ ;

nished them with lguer. Another
horrible aspect of the subject was thq
use of so-cailed substitutes. Wher':
men had to resort even to the oon-
sumption of shoe polish to take the‘

into Committee he weuld have some
amendinents Lo propase which he hap-
ed -yould -be helpful. He supported
the second reading.

Hon. Mr. Murphy said it was a‘
very well to talk of Prahibition but
who was going to.enforce the law?
Are good men ta be penalized for the
actions of the offending. That is just
what Prohibition has done and it s
up to us to remedy the existing state
of affairs. This may not be an easy
task but if the new law now being in-
troduced is found unworkable in any
respect then by all mears we ean
make room.for amendments, as soon
as abuses crop up. No state of affairs
would be any worse than those now
existing. ‘

Hon. Mr. Ellls congratulated Mr.
Morine upon his clear explanation af
the new Bill which should go far té
dispel the wrong impressions thﬁ
were current rdgarding it. 4

As a member of the Joint Cnmmlﬁr
tee he had gone into the mattsr very
thoroughly—and he had decided to
support the prittiple of the Biil be-
cause he thought it was the one mot
likely to be enforced.

When this Bill' was heforg the Sels
ect Committee of both Wouses, a few
‘days ago, he had endorsed its prineip-
les, being convinced that the Prohib-
ition Act in force in this country the
past 8 years is unworkable and that

this condition gave rite to lawless-|

ness throughout the covntry to such
an extent that respect for our laws
generally wounld, he (2ared, soon be
held in utter cantempt.

He was not altogether ir agreement
with the means proposed to carry out
the measure and intimated as much
upon signing the Committee Repeort,
making a reservation that registration
or some form of mactinery shoul!d
be proposed to ensure further restric-
tions upon the isgsue of gpirits.

All bis lif> he had been connected
with an institution whose main endea-
vor was to check the abuse of intoxi-
cating’ drinks and for over -half a cen-
tury a gond deal was acomplished in
that dirfection. While ‘Lus engaged,
though being fully awarz of the evils
resulting from excessivo.induigences,
he had never regarded the deed as an
unforgivable sin, and was always of
the opinion, though voling to give
Prohibition a trial, that moral suasion

‘helped on by Legaslative enactment

would be more effective than any
measure of an arbitary nature and
the feeling was always strong and it
is so to-day that when a person who
arrives to the age of manhood his lat-
itude to think and act should nat be
too closely circumscribed. He there-
fore thought that in this case every
man should be allowed reasconable
scope to exercise his own judgment
as to how far he wouid make usc of
the privilege embodied in a Bill-guch
as the one now before the House.
The chief defect he saw in the new
Bill was that it had no provision for
registration or other machinery to
prevent abuses in the way of parties
getting excessive guantities of liquor.
He believed in & system of ipdividudl
licenses such as ‘he understood they
had in Sweden. Under this 'a man
applied for a certain quantity each
week or month and was issued a li-
cense accordingly. In his opinion
such an application for license in the
case of a family should be counter-
signed by the wife and not issued
otherwise; - This permit would have
to be produced at the Coatrol Store
ry time a quaptity of liquor was
Sought. By this means one of the

#faud would be pre

the way of liquor from year to year.
Hon., Mr. Morine craved permis-
! sion to correct some of the state-

‘mentﬂ made by Hon. Mr. Milley. He

Take the late Government from 1919
to 1923, their first act was to diamiss |

Lhe charges against the Flat Island-

ers and transfer the best Magistrate

had stated in his speech that the Pre- | in the country to some more remote |
place of spirits. When the Bill gnes | mier's Manifesto said that “if a re-[place and .embark on the selling of

peal Bill was introduced it would be !'liquors by wholesale, and put the con—; ]

ag the result of the work of a Com-
mission.” The -manifesto really stated
that “a Bill shall be introduced amd
referred to a Joint Committee of bath

Houses” which had been done. ’I‘hei

only part he thought to which excep-
tion .might be taken was the state-

ment “and before which representa- |
tive people shall be able to fully andj
freely express their views.” Sufficient
time may not have been given for that ,

but a Commission would be appoint-
ed after the passing of the Bill which '
could get all the information neces-

sary during the next three months

before the House meets again.

Now nothing had been said by him
in any way criticizing the motives of
those opposing this Bill, but on the
cantrary ulterior motives were
tributed to the members of the Gov-
ernment and those \

ever prome to criticise and attribute'
He did not yield to any,

motives.
man in this country in his claims as
a Prohibitionist, but the Committee
were absolutely unanimous that the
Prohibition Act had falled; the Bill

compelled to introddce a Bill of this
kind. Why was it not possible to
differ without having ulterior mo-
tives? "

All the arguments he had heard
from those not favouring the Bill had
been of a criticifing type, they had
offered nothing materially construc-
tive and he assured the Hon. Gentle-
men that the motives of the Govern-
ment in constructing this Bill were
as pure as those of the Rev. gentle-
men who had pleaded their tause at
the Bar of the House. He was con-
vinced that they were sincere but he
was also convinced that they were
Wrong.

As to Hon. Mr. Milley’s statement
that the Controller’s Department had
never been properly staffed he con-
curred, but surely the Controller was
not to be blamed. .for the existing
trafic in dope and smuggling and
moonshining. By the passing of this
Act an efficient Board of Control will
be invested with adequate powers so
that there will be no excuse for fail-
ure of enforcement.

He also reminded Sir P. T. Mé¢.
Grath that statistics very often lie.
The number of arrests .for drunken-
ness in the city was no proof of what
was happening in the outports and
many reasons were accountable for
the falling off of the number of ar-
rests in 1917 for drunkenness other
than the actual enforcement of Pro-
hibition, such as the

against Prohibition as' well at it be-
ing a general/ “dope” perfod.

As far as the use of stills  were
concerned it was seemingly very
general, and in 1919 on the North Side
of Bonavista Bay, nearly every ‘house
had a still. But when he had made
an honest’ attempt with Magistrate.
Miffien to remedy this state of affairs
the action was madé tse of as a poli-
tical weapon against him and the new
Government did not follow matters
up to a proper sequence and enforse
the law., After the Cornwall incident
and the new Government came in gnd
pardoned the offenders, the whole
momury of ‘kesping the law broke
down, as tho Government had shown
itself {n sympathy with the _people
who brake the law: . ~'.; ¢

n -u wlnn he: lpoh of

supporting: the‘i
Bill, and that is one of the sad things I
in connection with it, that people are'

number- who:
enlisted for war service, thg feeling.

1 instead 'of

trol in the hands of Meaney, and to-
day they are Temperance advocates.

In his opinion you cannot get a Gov-:

ernment inethis country so composed
that it will make an issue of strict
( enforcement of the Prohibition Act
and put it in full practice and when
he said it is unenforceable, he com-
prised within his view &Verything of
that nature. We force nothing to an
issue. We pass laws and never en-
'force them and that is going on and
is bound to go on.

Mr. Morine stated that politically,
geogarpically and educationally, the
| conditions were such ‘as to make it

impossible to carry out the law. The

| reagon that it did not get the support
was largely due, he considered to the

fact that people did not believe in it, | |§

1 and it did not get their sympathy on
that account. He did not believe that
every man who was a ‘wet’ was op-
|posed to good Government, as a mat-
ter of fact he was desirous of it.
This Bill, he argued, was to give men
~decent drinking and he believed it
would have the support of 90 per
cent. of the people and be enforced
with their aid,

1 could not be enforced and they were! Sir. P, T, McGrath said again B
Prohibition |

. that the death blow to
| was given when the law was made a
ipolitical issue of in Banavista Bay.
Its descent after that was disastrous.
He contended that at the outset the
rpublir: were disposed to respect and
live up to it, and adhered to his
opinion that if the people had not
wanted it they would not have voted
for it.

Mr, Morine said many voted for
Prohibition because of’ religious and
patriotic sentiment, and after daing
S0 were SOrry.

Sir P.. T. McGrath. pointed out
that smuggling was not a matter of
Prohibition times only. He gave an
instance of a tremendous smuggling
crusade many years ago, organized-
because of the smuggling of liguor
into the stores-and basements along
the waterfront of St. John’s. Neither
he contended was ‘dope’ a new thing.
He remembered cases, years ago, of
prominent men getting drynk on
.Jamacia ginger, and a regular busi-
pess was done in Beef, Iron and
Wine and later Tanlac. He stated
he would vote again for a Prohibition
Bill, if there were a prospect of its
.being enacted and enforced, for con-
ditions would be much better.

The motion being put was carried
and the Bill was read a second time,
and will be committed on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until to-
morrow Friday at 4 o’clock.

FRIDAY, Aug. 15.

House met at 4 p.p. pursuant to
adjournment.

The House went into Committee-on
the Bill respecting Alcoholic Liquors
Hon, Mr. Murphy in the chair.

” Hon, Mr. Gibbs moved as an am-
endment to Section 3 that members
! of the Board of Liquor Contrel should
ilmld office “during good er"
udum‘ Dl - 7% HQ
‘pomtad out, that the powera ven t.)e
’Boud were very great, in’ “hct. no
other personin “the Government's
employ is vested with such ‘powers.

It will have the control of the expen-'

diture and colleétion of hundreds of
thousands of dollars free from con-
trol except an audit of accounts. It
may pledge -borrowed money, guar-

antee Joans., but in the most im-
portant essentials, that is the persen-|

‘al of the Board, the officials come

',:gndnr the control of the powers that
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