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THE ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.
It has been decided to call together 

the Ontario Legislature for business on 
Thursday, 28th January neat.

Grand Triumph of Provincial 
Rights.

THE PRIVY COUNCIL KILLS
the McCarthy act.

*%- I The temperance people of Huron are 
rejoicing at the prospect of deliverance 
from the present license board and its 
minions.

The Seaforth Expositor's article on 
"Official Barnacles" has made a sensation 
around the court house. Nobody but 
officials will quarrel with the Seaforth 
editor because of his article.

M. C. Cameron, M.P., will give an 
address at Brucefield on Tuesday. He 
is also expected to speak at Wingham 
next month. He will pour acme red hot 
shot into the fast breaking ranks of the 
Tories. And his shots are going to tell.

THE LIQUOR LICENSES IN HURON 
“NOT WOO.”

The Derelict Commissioners and 
Inspectons Must Go.
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The Wingham Tima very -correctly 
remarks : “There is a wheel within a 
wheel in this revising barrister busineee. 
The Conservative press pointed with 
pride to the fact that the Government 
had appointed impartial county judges 
•to 611 the positions, but what of the re­
vising barristers' clerks whom the judges 
have appointed to do the work for them! 
■Can it be claimed that they are free from 
bias 7 It strikes ne that it would have 
been equally as well, and lam hypocrisy 
would have been displayed, had the 
government carried out their original 
intention regarding the appointment of 
.thane who were to prepare the rotera'

The little yarn got up by one of the 
•ebool trustees, (who, by the way is now 
seeking re-eleetion) that the board of 
model school examinera conspired against 
■the principal of our model school, and 
by upjust “plucking" on school law, 
lowered the rating of Goderich school, 
turns out to have been made out of 
whole cloth. We punctured the bubble 
last week, and showed the absurdity of it 
This week the trustee ia without a new 
twister. He says the standard was 
higher than in soma other counties. 
Well, what if it was T The same stand­
ard was observed in the examination 

• Goderich and Clinton schools In 
Clinton boigjl.qf this year's class,were 
“plucked." In Goderich 8 failed. The 
elames were about equal in number in 
eeeh of the schools. It doesn't make a 
bit of difference what the examinera’ 
standard waa in Middlesex, Perth or 
Bruce. The Huron standard only 
affected Clio ton and Goderich, and in 
Goderich an ignominious failure waa 
made. The trustee has a white elephant 
on bia hands.
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A WASTE OF 95,000.
The people of Canada are being taxed 

to death. The latest tax is that indi­
rectly imposed upon the people to sup­
port the horde of revising barrister* and 
their clerks in order to make a new 

list. The Seaforth Expositor 
(ribly says on this matter :—
[It ia estimated that the coat of pro­
ng the rotera' lists under the new 
kinion Franchise Act will amount to 
^thousand dollars for this county 

This U an entirely new and ad- 
l burden that has been laid upon 
pie, and we defy any living man 

Iw one farthing's worth of benefit 
Tiey will derive from the expendi- 
I It is true this expense ia paid out 
iDominiun treasury, and the peo- 
Inot hare to pay it directly out of 
L-cketa. But, it is equally true

__ r do have to pay It all the same.
The Dominion Government do not make 
money any more than the municipal 
councils do, and every cent they spend 
cornea from the people just ia surely aa 
they pay their annual monieipel tax 
bill, and they have, consequently, just 
aa direct an interest in the expenditure 
if they could only be made to think so. 
Now, here we have the people of this 
country slaving and working with brain 
and hands, from early morning until late 
evening, in order to make ends meet, 
while we hare the Government of the 
country living upon them to support a 
few hangars on in comparative idleness. 
Surely it is about time the people were 
getting tired of this sort

the peoplt
of thing. "

Macdonaldism has received another 
terrible blow. The McCarthy Act, which 
hat been vaunted to the skies by the 
Tories, big and little; the legislation that 
was going to crush “that little tyrant 
Mowat the Act that was going to 
prove the silly and false charge that 
“the Crooks Act was not worth the paper 
it was written upon the McCarthy 
Act ia dead.

The Privy Council has not even per­
mitted the Dominion Government to re­
tain the power to license reeeels or grant 
wholesale licenses. The whole bill has 
collapsed like a soap babble—but a 
costly bubble it has proved te be.

Macdonald is a poor lawyer. Hie bad 
law has coat th* country a pretty penng 
of late. He and his bad law should be 
put in the same beat and sent adrift.

Sir Charles Tupper has sent th* fol­
lowing telegram from London :
To O. W. Burbidgo, Deputy Minister of 

Justice ;
“In re the liquor license decision.
“The Queen's order, after the pream­

ble, reads: ‘Their L irdshipe do this day 
agree humbly to report to your Majesty 
as their opinion, in reply to the two 
questions which hare been preferred to 
them by your Majesty, that the Liquor 
License Act, 1883, and the Act of 1884 
amending the same, are not within the 
legislative authority of th* Parliament 
of Canada. The provisions relating to 
the adulteration, if separated in their 
operation from the rest of the Acts, 
would b* within the authority of the 
Parliament, but as, in their Lordships' 
opinion, they oannot be eo separated, 
their Lordship* are not prepared to re­
port to your Majesty that any part of 
those Acta is within suoh authority."

The effect of this decision ia that the 
Dominion Government has not even the 
power to grant licenses under the Scott 
Act. The Ontario Government at th* 
earliest possible date will appoint new 
oommisetonera and inspectors to enforce 
that act There will be a new aspect of 
the Soott Aet in this county when ear­
nest and faithful officials are appointed 
to enforce the law.

Wa must congratulate our talented 
representative, M. C. Cameron, upon the 
all-round suooasa of his motion to suspend 
the operations of the McCarthy Act until 
the Privy Council settled the question of 
jurisdiction. The saving to th* country 
has been considerable, and Mr. Ci 
ren's claim that the Dominion License 
Act waa «tins vires of the Ottawa Gov­
ernment has been endoteed. The elec 
ton will not forget Mr. Cameron.

We have good authority for saying 
that-today the so-called license holden 
in this county hare no legal right to sail 
liquor, and that they could all be fined 
if any one cared to push a case against 
them, and bad it properly conducted. 
It ia safe, however, to aay that the reign 
of the Balls and Kelly's and all that 
incompetent set is very, very near the 
does.

The whole ground ia pretty well cov­
ered in the following extracts from our 
exchange*s

Toronto Globe,
According to information received by 

the Justice Department the order of the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
in the license case, declares the whole 
Dominion License Aet unconstitutional. 
Bren those clause* providing for the on- 
forcement of the Scott Act are declared 
ultra tira. The Judicial Committee 
state that the parts of the Dominion 
License Act relating to the adulteration 
of liquors, may be within the legislative 
powers of the Federal Parliament, but

that aa it is impossible to separate those 
from the other provision* of the Act, 
they are unable to advue that any por­
tion of the Act is ultra virai. So that 
Sir John Macdonald will hot be able 
even to keep up his army of commission­
ers and inspectors under pretence of en­
forcing the Scott Act.

If the advice of Mr. Blake and his sup­
portera had been taken tbe question of 
where the authority to issue licenses rest­
ed would hare been authoritatively set­
tled before any attempt to pass a Domin­
ion License Act was made. The money 
wasted in attempting to enforce the Aot 
would thus have been saved to the coun­
try.

Had not Mr. Meredith consented to 
be dragged after Sir John Macdonald 
like a dumb idol, Ontario’s victories in 
the Stream* Bill, the Boundary Award, 
and License Question would have been 
to him matter of rejoicing instead of gall 
and wormwood.

The people who were gulled into tak­
ing Dominion licensee may pomibly re­
cover their money, but the money paid 
ty the taxpayers to support the officials 
appointed under it has gone into pockets 
from which it cannot be extracted.

Sir John Macdonald has been an au­
thority on constitutional law ever since 
1873. On November 3rd of that year he 
•aid “I have never made a constitu­
tional or legal proposition in which I 
have not bad the adpport of the legal 
advisers of the Crown in England." The 
Privy Council on six different occasions 
have pronounced this all nonsense.

Toronto World (Ind.)
Mr. Mowat is the one statesman who 

has succeeded in repeatedly frustrating 
the schemes of the wily leader of the 
Canadian Tories. The Utter’a defeat on 
every point in the river and streams and 
the boundary disputes are matters of 
history. Yesterday word waa received 
that the Ontario government had soured 
a crowning victory by the decision of 
the privy council invalidating, the do­
minion license act. This decision will 
be received with popular satisfaction, 
and we trust that it wUl put an end to 
the aggressions upon provincial rights 
and privileges which hare so long been 
a source of irritation in our public life. 
Our provincial laws are as a role good 
laws, and even if they were not it is our 
business to amend or repeal them, and 
not the business of the other provinces.

Toronto News (Ind.)
It is announced that the final decision 

of the imperial privy council on the long 
disputed question aa to whether the Do­
minion or provincial government has the 
right to issue liquor licensee, is in favor 
of the province. This was only to be 
expected—in fact, any other diciaion, 
after the previous rulings of that body 
on issue* very closely approaching the 
direct question, would here created con­
siderable surprise. Sir John himself can 
hardly have hoped for success after the 
repeated defeats he has sustained in con­
tests with Premier Mowat before the 
privy council It is Lone the less 
satisfactory, however, to every one else 
concerned to have the matter at length 
settled decisively, and all pomible doubts 
aet at rest.

Sarnia Observer.
This ia a great victory for the Ontario 

Government and ahowa once more bow 
thoroughly Mr. Mownt end his colleagues 
have mastered the true intent and spirit 
of the Confederation Aot, on all matters 
affecting the rights of the Provinces,and 
how utterly unreliable Sir John Mao 
donald has shown himself to be on 
questions of constitutional law.

Loadoa Advertiser.
In view of the deeimon of th* Privy 

the provinces sole controlgiving 
i liquor

tereeting to know what ia the next point 
on which Sir John threatens to teach 
“that little tyrant, Mowat."

The Privy Council were not even will­
ing that the Dominion Government 
should have aa much control over the 
liquor traffic aa the courts of Canada were 
willing to allow. Sir John seems to be 
a very fair specimen of tbe man who did 
not know when he was well off.

During a discussion in this city on the 
right of the respective governments to 
control the liquer traffic, a well-known 
hotelkeeper, who ia both a Tory and an 
Orangeman, or perhaps wa should aay an 
Orangeman and consequently a Tory, 
declared that if Sir John proved to be in 
the wrong “he need never show hie long 
nose in London again." Sir John has 
proved to be in the wrong. Still, if he 
desires to oome here and tell we that 
squaw story, the AdttrUter ventures to 
predict that he can do so without fear of 
personal violence.

Toronto Mail Feb. 10. U*A 
The Grit party are at present contend­

ing lor a aeries of illegalities. The 
Boundary Award ia illegal The Streams 
Bill ia illegal. The Crooks Aet ia illegal 
Yet Mr. Mowat asks a sane people to 
sustain him that he may maintain «hase 
illegal acta_________________

Moalelpal Mem»- Trustee Haller»—a Beg. 
alar Cobbler- Jobe Bailer1» Big Bssm 
- Why Fred Jobeeiee Wants to Ben 
for Reeve Again-Chll-That.

Nobody knows what to make out of 
the present municipal situatiun in town. 
A week or two ago there waa a rumor 
that Mayor Horton was going to retire, 
and that F. W. Johnston was aspiring 
to the big chair; that John Butler was 
wanting to occupy the reevo's ee«t at the 
council, and that Grsome Cameron was 
also aspiring to the reeveship, having 
served as deputy for the past couple of 
years. I have inquired into the matter, 
and find that Fred is not itching for the 
mayoralty, and at present has no idea of 
giving up the reeveship, if by any meant 
he can prevail upon the ratepayers to 
continue him in office. This will throw 
John Butler back on St. George's ward, 
and will also keep Cameron in the junior 
reeveship. The latter doesn't think 
that F. W. J. ia acting straight in the 
matter, as he claims that that gentleman 
last year tacitly decided to retire from 
the reeveship at the end of the present 
term. I intend to let the boys tight 
this little battle out between themselves, 
aa it isn't my funeral

By-the-way, I hear it would not take 
a great deal to make C. Crabb put on 
his war paint, and fight for the mayoralty. 
If Mayor Horton decide» to step down 
and out, Christopher would make any 
other candidate I know hump te get in 
the mayor’s chair ahead of him. Tbe 
way he rushed things at his lait trustee 
election was a caution to men, women 
and small hoys. If the present incum­
bent of the mayor's chair should retire, 
as some say he will, there are lots of 
voters in tewn who would yell, “ Rah 
for Crabb !"

Trustee* Butler, Ball, Nicholson, 
Maloomaon and Detlor will vacate at 
New Years. I presume all except Detlor 
will stand for re-election. I have heard 
the name* of coanty treasurer Holme* 
end R. W. McKenzie mentioned in con­
nection with the vacancies m St George’s 
and St Patrick’s ward. I have also 
heard that S. Maloomaon will not run 
again in St. Patrick’s but will be a Can­
didate in room of Detlor resigned for St. 
George's. If Maloomaon runs in St 
George’s I don’t think he will be opposed, 
and in that event R. W. McKenzie would 
have a walk over in St. Patrick’s In 
St. Andrew’s, George Parsons is out in 
opposition to H. W. Ball, and things 
will likely be hot down there. Ball has 
never stood a contest, and it will give 
the friends a chance to show hew they 
appreciate his services If George H. 
makes up hia mind to run the canvass 
for all it ia worth, he will make it sultry 
for the Boanerges of the Board. I have 
not heard whether Butler will retire orCouncil, giving tne province» eoie control ,

over the liquor question, it might be in- f«e the music, or whether or not he will

visitors to our fall shows I believe in 
legitimate progress, but trying to buy 
the town rich by saddling it with a debt 
for useless objects is like jumping into 
the gutter and then trying to lift your­
self out by the backstraps. I say 
“Come off !" to Butler’s Big Boom.

I notice some of our local awella have 
taken to wearing Tam-o'-Shanter caps. 
It is not by any means an unbecoming 
style, and, when compared with the 
cost of fur cape, the Tam is by far the 
cheaper. The difference in the price of 
headgear would keep an ordinary yoang 
•well in tobacco for the winter, months, 
and “Do y cow kneow" economy is wealth 
when the salary isn't high 7

Town clerk Campbell ia raising his 
tuneful voice in deprecation of the non­
registration of births, marriages and 
deaths—especially with regard to births 
He aaya there will be a wail of sorrow 
run through this corner of the vineyard 
if the new arrivals are not entered on 
the list. If you are wise and have a 
baby in the he use, you will register the 
fact at the clerk's office right away, 
quick.

I am told thatF. W. Johnston purposed 
retiring from the reeveship this year, 
and would have done eo, only that The 
Signal referred to his anti-Scott antics 
in its last issue. If The Signal told the 
truth about the matter, (and as yet no 
one has said it didn't) what reason has 
Johnston for breaking the compact he 
entered into last year. Years ago when 
F. W. Johnston was deputy, J. T. 
Garrow occupied the position of reeve. 
His associates in the council thought so 
well of J. T. G. that they placed «him in 
the warden's chair. The following year 
he resigned the position of reeve, and 
nominated the deputy to be hi* successor. 
That's what a man did. Now there’s 
another side to the shield. F. W. 
Johnston has been reeve for a number of 
yeais. Three year» ago he was warden. 
At the expiration of hi» term in that 
office he still hung on to the reeveship 
like a barnacle. Last year, he gave 
everyone to understand, that he was 
surfeited with the pleasure* of office, and 
would retire this year. He was elected 
by acclamation. This year he ia likely 
to swallow hia last year's promise, with­
out any visible sign of a gulp. That’s 
the way a clam acta. Fred, don’t be a 
clam ! If Grama Cameron makes up hia 
mind to have the position of reeve it 
would be better for F, W, J. to drop 
voluntarily.

The lack of snow during the past few 
day* has made business aa flat as a pan­
cake, and the lower jaw of many in trade 
has dropped correspondingly.

H. I. Strang let something drop on a 
would be controversialist in the columns 
of a local paper last week. There was a 
dull thud.

Be sure and be on deck at the public 
meeting in the town hall on Tuesday 
evening next. There will likely be heaps 
of fuu piled up on the occasion.

Ajax.

A soecial meeting of the council for 
the transaction of general business waa 
held on Tuesday evening.

All the members present except Mr. 
Acbeeon.

Minutes of last meeting were read and 
approved.

From W. L. Horton, asking for ro 
mission of tax*, he having been assessed 
for a liquor stock which he had to sac­
rifice on the 1st of last May. Referred 
to court of revision.

The following accounts were recom­
mended to bo paid :—I. W. Smith, $2 ; 
John F. Bates, $14 55 ; George Grant, 
$13.26 ; George N. Davis, $56.50 ; Alex. 
Kirkbride. $31.25 ; W. T. Welsh, $2 . 
Buchanor, Lawson A Co., $59 71 ; K. 
Graham, $3.15 ; Wm. Kirkbride, |tt.

A petition was read from J. A T. Stor­
ey, requesting a rebate of three months 
rent for the town property formerly oc­
cupied by them as a blacksmith shop. 
Granted.

A number of accounts were presented 
and referred to finance committee.

The supply committee recommended 
that a suit of clothes, not to cost over 
$26, be furnished the chief constable. 
Also that the clerk be empowered to pur­
chase 25 cords of wcod.

REPORT OP COURT OP REVISION.
That in reference to Mrs. Sinclair and 

lira. R. Hawley, that no action be tak­
en. That the prayer of Mr*. Sayers bo 
not granted. That the dog tax of Hy. 
Clucae be remitted.

Horace Horton.
Moved by Humber, seconded by Mur- 

ney, that the Mayor and clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to pay such ac­
count* as may be required from time to 
time until next meeting of council.

Moved by Humber, seconded by 
Bingham, that a public meeting be cal­
led for Tuesday evening, and that a no­
tice be put in the papers.

On motion council adjourned.

When Sir John A. Macdonald made 
his foolish statement that “the Croole 
Act was not worth the paper it 
written on,” and ottered the silly threat 
that he would smash “that little tyrant 
Mowat,” he had just been dining at 
Chestnut Park, Senator Maophenam'a 
residence. Today Macphenon ia 
politisai outcast—the scapegoat of tbe- 
Tory party for its sins in the North­
west ; Sir John'* government is tottering 
to its fall ; and Mowat and the Crooks 
Act are staunch and ao'il

be opposed. There are lota of taco in 
the ward who hay* batter claims upon 
the ratepayers so far as education ia con­
cerned than that they train young men 
to play billiards. Besides, his Brown 
Brothers chalk deni on the board last 
year ia likely to come up in judgment 
against him at the next election.

Speaking about deals, county treasurer 
Holmes is a dandy on deals He is a 
lung-armed chap, and tries hie level 
best to grab evetything within reach. 
Hia latest grab it the position of revising 
barrister's clerk. It's a picayune posi­
tion, but there ere a few dollar» ia it, 
and it might have been a god-send to 
some of our local Tories who have been 
bawling themselves hoarse for years in 
this section; bat the treasurer, although 
a Johnny-oome-lately, has influence at 
court, and gobbles up the little billet. 
He’e a gobbler every time, is the grasp­
ing county treasurer. I know him from 
away beck, end he waa always the same. 
He wants ell the grist to come to his 
mill.

I ree John Butler ia trying to make e 
boom with hia “Waterworka-Electnc 
Light-Agricultural Park" scheme. The 
thing ia big cry and little wool ao far 
ai solid common sense is concerned. 
The level-headed ratepayers will punch 
holes in the chimerical scheme on t'ue 
first occasion offered. The amount of

The Huron county liquor licensee 
are not Worth the paper they are writ­

ten upon." The groggeriee tr ust go.

It won’t be necessary to go before the 
Dominion license commissioners now to 
ask for the better enforcement of the 
Scott Act. The careless commissioners, 
the incompetent inspectors, end the 
licensed harpies are all out of a job, 
owing to the decision of the Privy 
Council

»'•€

There will be a special Christmas aer 
vice at St, George's church on Christmas 
morning, commencing at 10:30. The 
following music has been prepared for 
the occasion: —
Hymn, “AAeete Fidclea*77. Venite.Hine In O.
Paalm six......... ...............................Boyce in D.
Psalm xlv...................................... Turton tnO.
Psalm lxixv ...... ......  Turle In F.
Te.Deum..........................................W. F. Foot.
Jakltaie ................. .Humphrey»la C.
Anthem. “Glory to God in the Highest"8. c. Cooke.
Hymn..................................“Mendelssohn" TA
Eyrie  ...................... . Bridgewater in A.
Otari* tibi........
Offer-tori urn
“Let Your Light to Shine". . 
“If we Have Sewn Unto You"
“While we Have Time".............
“Thou art Worthy O Lord"
“Holy Offering» Rich and Rarer 
Pnatisda, “Agnus Del".................

Garret In D. 
Swain.

Row*»-..Barn by.
.....Gilbert.

Redhead.
Neumann.

The Be,]!»» we.

Just or unju»t, (hidMth °( Riel.can 
never be made the solo ***ue m » contest 

i in this Provide*. p,ef„rmers will never 
water drunk by some of the promoters j permit Sir John and hit organa tochooee 
of the waterworks scheme will • never the battle eroUrtd. Government

' muet stand or fall on its record—itspoison them : an electric light system is 
too great a glare for a coal oil town, and 
the present agricultural grounds have

I never proved too email for the number of [London Ad»ertoer.

gerrymander, its franchi*8 iniquity, its 
extravagance, ,t» incapably,; it* cor­
ruption, it* duplicity. i“* veoalù- —

Denies. ...
On the afternoon of the 16th jnat. a 

bevy of lassie* were seated round » quilt- , 
ing board at our architect's residence, 
handling their needles with greet pre­
caution under the keen watchfulness of 
two of our dames. Later in the even­
ing some bachelors put in an appearance 
to inspect the work, and help them give 
the recipent a roll in it, but a violin, 
mouth organ and Jew’s harp made them 
forget this in a social hop, which was 
enjoyed by everybody, J. Bogie, being 
floor manager.

8. P, Williams is authorized to take 
subscriptions for The Signal and Globe 
at $2.25

Oolborae.
The trustees of school section No. 3 

have engaged the services of Mias Mary 
Robertson for 1886.

Mrs. Robert Buchanau and her daugh­
ter Kate, of Q'Appelle, are visiting re­
latives in this township.

Wm. F. Clarke has returned for the 
holidays from the Ontario Veterinary 
College. He looks aa if life in the Queen 
city agreed with him.

Municipal. — Municipal matters m 
this township have begun (o boom during 
the past week. The old reeve, William 
Young, will not stand for re-election,and 
it is likely that a lively fight forage plash 
will be had between John Kerntghan^ 
and Anthony Allen, lhe present deputy- 
reeve. For the deputy-reeveehjp Charlie 
McHardy and Jos. Beck will enter into 
contest. Colborne ought to elect John 
Karoighan reeve and Charlie McHardy 
deputy. They are the equal of any 
other two men in the township for Intel- 
iigrncs and ability.

It. Helena.
Mr. Thomas Radcliffe ia home from 

Dakota on a visit to friends and rela­
tives

We are pleased to hear that Mrs. D. 
Todd ia recovered from her recent ill-

as.
Mrs. Pritchard, of Manchester, ia 

■pending a few days this week under the 
parental roof.

Mr. Alex. McDonald ia visiting friends 
and old acquaintance* after an eighteen 
years' sojourn in British Columbia.

Mr. and Mr». W. R. Miller, of Code* 
rich, spent a few days in our villrgs last 
week the guests of Afr. Richard Miller.

Our respected teacher Mr. J. W. Mor­
gan returned on Thursday last from 
Hamilton where he has been prosecuting-! 
bis studies during the past three month». 
Mr. E. A. MacKenzie filled his place in 
school during hia absence.

On Monday evening last there was 
held in the Presbyterian church an ex­
cellent entertainment, commemorating, 
the twentieth anniversary of the settle* I 
ment of the pastor, Rev. Robt. Leash. 
The large church was crowded with a» - 
appreciative audience, and exrollent adt 
dreste» were delivered by Rev. Me. 
Davidson, of Langaide, Rev. Mr. Came­
ron, of Dungannon, and Rev. Dr. Use, 
of Goderich, and the pastor. A recita 
tien entitled “The Gambler's Wile" waa 
admirably rendered by Mias McCom)$B. 

"The musical part of the programmer 
furnished by the St. Helen’s choir: ] 
by Mr. R Miller with Miss Me~ 
presiding at the organ. During 
tertainment the pastor, Mr. Lea 
presented with » handsome eut 
address from the members of .$ 
gradation which brought forth 
sod euireblv reply from the |

o


