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~ Bases His Assertion on - Prearit s
dications and Observ ations Cov-
ering Many Years.

- -

(From Friday's Daily.) " -
‘Although not their chief, "the Thdians

of first mate; and as Chief Isaac 18 :/
- clined to be somewllat fﬂvoloua e
eir
ship of state on the tnrbulent / a of |

Silas is perhaps 40 years_ of/ age, but
his- appearance -indicates thﬁt his win-
ters have not altemated with summn ers;
in fact, Silas “looks as though his life

" bad oeen all one long winter of _discon
tent with but little seasoning in it.

To Silas has” béen -allotted a large
sharé of the phﬂosnphy which has ever
characterized: the red race. Being in
" every sense a° cEm!""'uf nature,-he is a|
- profound student of nature-end from | ®
his observations 1sable to draw deduc-
tions, the logic of which would o
credit/ to men who have devoted their

“Jives to delving -in the archives cf
memxﬁc research.

“In view, therefore of the scientific
‘ot of Silas’ mind, it is not surprising

t he shomd -entertain views of- his
own on the all important question:

' When will the ice move out down the

f river? The first miate was up to the

| city yesteiday; having.. accompanied his
wife who. desired to purchase a spring

. bonuet and inquire at the news stands
regarding the sarrival ot fashion maga-
zines.  When approached by a Nugget
representative and‘ questioned relative

"6 the momentous question-—that of the
jce—he assufhed a look ‘that would  not
have done discredit to an ancient day

- geer, und said:
‘*What I do not know about the his-

tory and habits ot the Yukon can not
be learned this side of the grave. I
know all that my forefathers knew, be- }/
. sides that which | have picked up i
my own checkered life. My fauier
lived for many years after the sere was
on his pumpkin, ahd to. him, it was
given to :e wise in the lor¢ of the
cogntry. But my father didnot know
baif so much about the spring babits of
“the river as I do, for the reason thai he
was not required tistudy them. For
. many.years bf -his life he bad a never-
| failing barbinger,and just two days
after the coming of ' the harbinger the:

' jce in the river would go out.”

Here Silas paused and l'ooked,intetitly
at a hole in the toe of one of his shoes.

‘‘Go on,’’ said tue knight of Faber,

“Gue me a dollar,”’ said blias. a
gleam of-intelligence revealing itself in
the smilé which curled his upper hp
and cracked a couple ot cold sores, as

| he placed the silver in the interior
- realms of his pants
“‘The messenger which - always fore-
told to my father the exact date of the
. going out'of the ice was a bull moose
that. vevey failed to walk down the bed
Lol Mooschide creek and take a drink
[ ftan the water running along the edge

“the Yukon just two -days before the.
e would go out. That moose never
missed a’ spring for 41 years. The
spring after my father wrapped the
drapery of his .covch @around him and
laid down to pleasant dreams the moose.
never came, and the ice did not go ont
that year until the 35th day of Juty.

‘T have,’’ continued Silas as be rose,
stamped the ground volently with his
left foot, which had seized the oppor-
tunity to. go asleep, ‘“nothing but wy
own . scientific deductions on which to
_ base my prognostications. Do you fol-
low me? Ah, good! I have made these
. deductions. and am now able to state
. definitely the day and date on which
| those optic-offending piles of yarbage

the river in front of the city will
northward, Give me a dollar,

*h' ‘Today is Friday, the 4th; onliicipated

- Bext Friday, the lith, at seventeen

S, past_four, by the. fire bell, in

ternoon the ice will start. 1 can

Also impart some. startling information

 fegarding the damage that will be done

by a jam, but it will take more than a
fdollar to get it."”

And Silas, who has & s@attering
knowledge. of ‘the French language,
said **Olive oil,” as'be hastened away
to j. in bis wite who just then appeared
'eom}ng dowu/ the street wmr a lugf'
hatbox under/each arm.

Ata meeting of an- upper west side
political club a fﬁ,w _nights age, after
the ch-imqhd asked if tbmwere

A |like to -ary . lew ‘words. He m‘w"”

young, ' with a face not oven!tuc!m

land his clothes were seedy. He at-|"
tacked the unimportant local mbject :
with the ferocity ot an orator upon |.

whose-words the tate of rnations might
‘heve hung. —He talked glowingly, con-
tinuously and uninterruptedly for mlny
minutes, and in thet time he managed

1t was eﬁdent“that he dtd ‘ot mt
to offend /either the supporters or the
oppou% of the neasure He went
back into history and gquoted autbori:
ties ‘uporr . abstruse topics, which he
?ﬁag d somehow to make fit the
tivial issue In the course of his re-
marks he repeated = many times the
phrase ‘‘Now, I, as'a lawycr, believe so
and s0,’’ or, varying it, said: My
friends come to me and say. Mr Blank,
Avhat is your position on thisquestion '’
& lawyer I answer that it appears to.
s and 07 ; ;
the man sat down, no burst of
greeted his efforts, but that did,
not seem to d:sturb nim. - Investigation
led to the, discovery that he was-one of |
a class of wen who belong to- numerous
small political . organizations tor the
purpose of adyertising their business at |
the meetings. - The, words, “1 Mr.
Blank,”” and “% ~aa~—.~-l“g;n,
the key to the method employed
The_héarers are \Jeft it no -doubt as to!
the man’s pursuitand there is always
a ‘chance that at the' meeting ~some one
will be presint who will need 'legal as-
‘sistanice agd may be deceived into the
beligf ihat the orator is'a man of stand-
ing in the legal profess:o As long as
‘the. man’s remjarks are: jn—order the
chairman cannot suppress ‘him. Heis
lookéd on, however, as one of \the evils
to oe shum ed, and when he gets up to
speak - thosé in 'thé’stcret,argyieighed
down with" despair and helplesshess. —
New Vork Tribnne., \

An Ostrich Policeman.

On a Florida ostrich farm one of the
birds acts asg watchman. ~ This ostrich,
who has been dubbed Napoleon, patrols
the camp, giving at intervals a cry
which /may be said to mean “‘All's
well,”’ If anything-alarms him, he at
once communicates it to his compan-

to the attack.

Nap: leon stands nearly ten feet high
and weighs upward of 400 pounds. He
is- a savage bird, of unusnal intelli-}
gence. At night he .is unusually fero-
cious, and oftey his keeper is ob iged
to stand off. - To see the keeper. fdrce

Napoleon back to his pen in the morn
ing with_a large tork is oneof the}
sights of the ostrich farm. The enorm-
ous bird screeches with rage and strikes
out with his teet,but all the while slow-

1y giving way.

_One night the farmbands weie awak-

by tHe roars of Napoleon and the
agf,mzmg shrieks of -a -human being.

' I Rushing to the pens, they saw the|

ostrich  chasing - a negro. The négro.
wade an effort to get over the fence,
when the bird struck him a glancing
blow on the thigh, wh:ch ripped it
opén and  exposed the bonme. For a
time it was thought the poor pheasant
thief would . bleed to death. The fame
of this episode has naturally caused the
pheasants’ quaters to be shunned by
other depredators — Brooklyn Eagle.

On the Stage.
The many thousands. in this country

“‘In His Steps'’ —mainly,of course, and
with a quaint significance in cheap eai-
tions, which, in deéfiance of the principal
underlying the law of copyright, have
not Brought a single penny to the au-
thor, will be interested to know how
‘‘The Better Life,*’ the play based upon
the widely-read tale, appealed to- an
Adelphi audience tonight. The Shel-
donian idea, of course, 18 1o new one,
for the late Mrs. Lynn Linton, a full
quarter of a century-ago showed with
turid- light in “The True History of
Joshua Davidson’'—a title which ulvuy:
demands a second keen thought—how
the idea of the Christ a§ portrayed in
the New Testament would appesl to a
materialistic modern world. But a far
greater tben Mrs. Lynn Linton had an-
ated the curdinal idea upon which
tne book is based; and the episode of
jean Valjean and-the good hishop's: sil-
ver candlesticks in,'*Les Miserables,’’
re: dered immontal by Victor Hugo, can
scarcely be effaced from the memory by
even so effective a first  act, reprodue-
ing, with slight variations, this very
tale. as that of ‘‘The Better Life'"
Yet, even when all allowance is made

for these echoes of a greater past, the
fact stands that the phy-dln in its
application of the principles of an ex-
treme- Christian socialism to: the com.

plex civilization of today-——cannot but’
command serious attention. - Excw

Weather Report.

hours vrebedmg 9 o'chu his

to be on both /sides of the qneotion at!
Lonece. -

warded to the senator.

ions by a series of yells as he advances |

The maximum' tempe: iture for the ” ra

sli-gw-y Business Men AWHIE
~of Being Prompted By Selﬂdl
Mmlves. :

/
/

Und&otaﬁding that Senator George/E.
Perkins, of Califoinia, has been working
for the retention of the capital 6f Al-
aska -at Sitka, the basiness nien of
]unenu and. Skagway have taken no un-
certain exception to his &mrse. and
have addressed.-to him p:otem declar-
ing emphatically that they consider
such ‘action as he is ‘uniderstood to bave
taken to be inimh.nl to the best inter-
ests of” Sout..eastenﬁ Alaska. -~ >

In the Skagwdy protest it is stated
'that it is impossible to ~dsassociate the |
publi¢ position of the senator from that
of s privite positron of the Pacific
Com Steamsnip company; »whielﬂ:u a’
service to Sitka. 2

The’ Slmgway protest bu been for
The signatures
at the  bottom of the document repre-
Jent thirty-five of the leading  and most
‘important  business firms ot* Skagway.
The | protest, void of supenctiptions and
ergn\tures, tollows:

“We the uhdersigned metchants of
‘the cuy of Skagway, “Alaska, are in
favor of the removal of the capital of
Alaska frqm " Sitka to Juneau, Alaska.
We expressed our desires in this matter
through our delegates at a territurial
convention held in Juneau, and later-at
a mass meeting of the citizens'of Skag- |
way held Februty 3, 1900, copies of the
resolutions pussed at which were d!u
forwarded ‘to you.\ Also, the facts be-
ing personally known to you that the
removal of the capital to Junean would
\\e a great cosnvenience and the savin:
ofymuch time and expense to the men
is city desirous of doing any legal

ss, we feer bound to express our

at the position you have taken

to the same in the United

te, which - amounts t6 un op-

position of such removal and a disre-

gard of the. w:shen 6f the - people of
Skagway. gt

“‘Further, it must also be mtbm
your personl knowledge that the people
of Southeastern Alaska, with the excep-
tion of Sitka, is in favor of the removal
of the capital to Juneau, and that your
posigtion in regard to the same is in
direct opposition to ‘the will of the
people of this whole section. /

““Under these circumstances it is
scarcely possibié to disassociate your
public position as sentor from  your
private position as head of the Pacific
Coast Steamship ¢company, and we must
therefore regard thie latter as represent-
ing interests which are inimical to
those of this port and those of South
eastern Alaska and také action accord-
ingly. For the consideration of. such
action we have hereunto -signed our

nemes, this nintk day of April 1900
—Alaskan.

Speed on tlu Ouu.

In tne last sixty years the speed of
ucesn steamers has been increased from
eight and a half to twenty-ciie and a
half knots an hour. Ships have been |
more than trebled in Jength, about
doubled in. breadth, and incieased ten-
fold _in displacement The number of
passengers carried ‘by a steamship has
heen 1ncreased from about one hnndred
to nearly two thousand. The engine|
power has been made forty tumes as
great, while the rate of coal consump-
tion per horse power per hour 18 pow
only about one-third what it was in
1840.  The weight of the mu-hiuery per
horse power has also been very greatly
reduced, Were the engines of the
Campania proportionately as heavy as’
those in use sixiy ; ears ago, tbq would
weigh- about ]4000 tons, 1o
words, machinery, boilers and coal
would exceed the- total weight of the
ship as she floats today.

this, says Popular Saience My.pl
the close - relations between improve-
‘ments 10’ maritime cgsineuﬁlg and high
speed, L e VRS
~ CIurhg the. lllvn Bed. j
The bed of tne river fronting the up-
per part of the city on which all win-
ter there has been a number of ccows, |
small boats and little steamers, is now |
being cleared of all thése pnm to
the expected early brukin‘n'd the
ice, The craft, is all Imngw
nuhe bank except ‘in u-n d

careér&xumed by OV

“other| as the citizens™

not be a more striking 1llus rm thn :
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a bmon

and admiring people vied with
each other in doing him hdﬁor.
His progress through the coun-
try-was a succession of triumphs.

receptions  were . arranged, and
men high in all walks of life

shrine of the man “who wn

—-Had -Dewey .

need never have doubted his hold
‘upon the hearts of his oonntry
men. .

The.&merlcan penple are not
hungrateful for services' rendered
them by their great men,” but
they have .a discriminating aps

of things, which may be oﬂended
only with disastrous- vosults. . |
Dewey, the hero of Manila,

popular idol, entitled to and ac-
corded universal worship.

But Dewey, endeavoring
use those laurels as a lever with
 .which to elevate himself to - the
presidency, finds himself in. a
decidedly different and; in faet,
exceedingly uncomfortable posi-
tion.

The nat ional sense of propriety
has been -shocked, and Dewey
has, in consequence, fallen from
the position of high “esteem
which he formerly occupied:
There is no probable combina-

land him in th9 presidency, and
should he, in" the face of the
storm of disgpproval which his
recent action has evoked, insist
upon becoming a candidate, ignos=|
minious defeat must almost abso-
lutely- result

e A CAPITAL "C s

—~ Our valued contempomry. the
News, in discussing the local
situation, last night, expressed
the opinion that ‘‘united.. Cons
servative action” only will bring

ple of the territory have'so long
and vainly sought. In tiew of

«themu—ou:.wmmm
has on several eccasions agreed |«
with the Nugget iﬁaf“m
considerations should be hpt

‘ment, we -are. surprised that it
should, at this’ critical jmm

its convictions.
citizens’ movement would be ear-

ried-forward without the element |
of politics cropping out. A.l !u'

Holidays were voted, magnificent |

been content with |,
honors Wthh were justly his, he

preciation of the eternal fitness|,

resting upon_his Taurels, was &y

tion of circumstances which can}

about the reforms whlohthe peo- |

out of the present reform wove- |

Wehadbeeniuhopumwl

for that nation, “and a M we wi

garded aver the entire ommtfy Ia  thore
: asn typical American he

with a will and’ m
eminently deumd
- The tclephone,

which, in places of
sion on the outside,

10| without. a 'phone..

thing should -bev s
Duwson A tele

company, each '

of increased value
vidual subseriber,
‘same time the company
enabled to furnish tlum _
creased rawe. .

of the managemeut to
son & telephone service
with that usually found
of mach larger siu. isa

our wuy of thmkmg is
entitled to reeegnmoh
port. ;

IN AID orf \
_The movement look
the subseription of a fus
‘contributed to the relief

- Our 'litfl&“ city "
Mmm
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so completely bwktnek uym

more than wemuﬁa )
stand. ‘




