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A MOST SUGGESTIVE BOOK. |
| Who has read Sydney Smith’s essay |
on Mothodism and nos womdered at
the pious—or politicak—hoaox: Wlth!
which he predicts the universal dissem- |
:on of this heretical sect? It, or
Lad found i14 way into |
the army, the navy, the legislature, the ‘
church, 'everyw‘uere, in fact. And the |
British nation was to rise in self-de-
fence for the suppression of a monster
faith which threatened to over-run the
world! The nation did not rise: Metho-
dism fulfilled the prophecy of the witty
essayist.

Dr. De Puy of the N.Y. “ Advocate”
has kindly sent us a copy of the “ Min-
ules of the Annual Conferences of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.”  The vol-
ume does not, of course, embrace the
M. E. Church South, notwithstanding
its immense proportions. ,

We have reports, however, of eighty
Conferences, with a total membership of
nearly one and half millions. If these
members hold to the general congrega-
tions the same proportions as in our
country, there must be, including the
South, five millions of Methodists—or
one-cighth of the population—in the |
Republic yonder.  Think of it! The
preachers—numbering nearly oleven
thousand—are reported in 35 pages—
each four columns—of close type.
Among these we recognize familiar
names, indicating how much the Ameri-
can ministry, like the population in
general, owes its strength to foreign
blood and brains. The reader cannot
fail to have his eve arrested by repeti-
tions of eertain words in these columns
—thus; there are 41 Adams, 34
Bakers, 113 Browns, and of Smiths’—
well, we are obliged to breathe “ just

| Yere,” as our mneighbours would say.

1 “here are actually four columns of |
S) miths’, numbering altogether 178.

Th ‘eve is a feat of patience for you—to

cou 'wi them we mean. It appears to

hav ¢ been exhausting work to find

Chri ‘stian nawes for this army—in fact, |
the yrophetic, apestolic, traditionary,

classi eal and mythical records seem to

have Ween all laid under contribution

for the purpose. Yet it is charming to

think t. wat all this mass of men—like

the beau taful type which symbolire and |
proclaim them—are marshalled under

a code of « ¥octrinal, standard agreement,

which ma &es them a unit in Christ

Jesus, and @ power on this continent.

s

ina.
: . i
its doctrines,

There are @ few conclusions—curious |
and importa wé—on the surface of these
« Minutes.” The increase of member- |
ship last yea r was over 17,000, not-
withstanding the church lost -mearly |
20,000 by deat bs. Our Baptist friends |
might take 'sc e consolation from the |
fact that the r 'eord of infant baptisms |
—to the numb er of 19,591—shows a |
decrease of 693, but for the otber fact |
that there has. a dso been a decreise in |
the mumber of a@ult baptisms to the |
extent of 5,197.  The number of adult |
baptisms is in exce wsof infant baptisms
by 8,000 and upwai ds. If we were in-
clined to use the s awe arguments as
our Bapzist neighbox s, this wpuld be a
 fair opportunity for s howing how much

evil their doctrines a e accomplishing
in preventing parents from bringing
their ebildren to Christ in baptism.
[lere is a mass of “appropridtions,” |
too. The amount to be ;aised for mis-
sions is divided among the Annual Con-
ferences; by them again sub-divided
among districts and charges. Is that
not wise and business-like ? Try us,
geutle Secretaries and members of the

Central Board, and see whether a rule

of “appropriations” eannot be made to

work both ways.

Too Larte.—Mr. Somerville’s third |
letter, hesides a large number of |
‘remuttances for the paper, come in at |

$0¢ late an howr o appear in this issue, '

' into fragments.

! Sabbath
;‘ Leld this-week in Dartmouth. We are
sorry we have not space at this late hour

We write this
sor, where We spend Sabbath, January
30th. Five- yehrs age, strongly aided
by Bro. Smallwood, we stood 'here 1
circumstandes very si t"gilar———suﬁxbunded
pebroken-hearted penitents an@ réjoic-
i:;g converts. The work of God hiere at
present s generahover the commmity;
and gives  indications of being both
searchingand substantial. Mr. Huéstis,
the pastor, carries the Master’s presence
with him. The converts of his minis-
try are numerous in many fields of suc-
cessful toil. He issustained at preseut
by ministers of our own church of rare,
true spirit, and by hosts of joyous
Christians.: ‘Two things we note from
this stand-point of observation :—

1. How thoroughly true penitence
accomplishes its work ? It revolution-
izes everything. It breaks up old foun-
dations—scatters the elements of self
We see old faces and
forms here; the men and women ap-
pear the same, but they do not walk, or
work, or speak as formerly.

2. How faithful is God to the pro-
mises of prayer! We heard prayers
on the lips of the dying here years ago.
Thé sufferers were laid away to rest,
with cries for their children’s salvation
wingling with suppressed moans of suf-
fering. Some of those prayers are an-
swered. May others soon follow!

We are pleased tiat our contempary
frankly ¢onfessed. The * Episcopal
minister and; Roman Catholic -priest”
were gentleman who in their personal and
religious character stood in the confidence
and esteem of the public—and they stood
high as educationists. They were the ol-
dest, most experienced and most valuable
members of the School Board, Yet the
WESLEYAN objected to their presence on
the board. The objection was based pure-
iy on denominational grounds.  Our con-
tempary’s idea was that the Episcopalians
and Roman Catholics were unduly favor-
ed in having clerical representation on
the Board. Had a Methodist Minister
been appointed. we suppose our contem-
porary 'would bave been suticficd. But
the Baptists, and the Presbyterians, and
probably some of the smaller denominations
would have beenjmore dissatisficd thun ever.
The meahing -of the WESLEYAN'S argu-
ment—and our contempary seems unwil-
Jing t0' sée it—is 'thas iflione peiigious
bogy is allowed elerical representation on
the Board the same privilege must be
granted to all others. This would make
the Board a clerical institution, a result
not to be desired or tolerated. Having to
choose between a Board without clergymen
and one almost entirely composed of elergy-
men we vote unhesitatingly for tho for-
mer. Perhaps 1t is a choice of evils, If
80, we are sure that we have chosen the
least. 'To by consistent the WESLEYAN
should support the present arrangement.”’
— Hulifax Chronicle.

There was nothing te confess. Our
views as to the old administration, un-
der Father Hannan, were honestly ex-
pressed at the time. Our city schools
were in that day ruled greatly in the
interests of the Roman Catholics. We
need not repeat in what way this was
done. We had no Methodist prefer-
ences—far from it.  An unsectarian
management was what we desired ; and
that, to a considerable extent, we have
gained by the agitation. But in dis-
missing Father Hannan, the govern-
ment, by Dr. Farrell's “rider” —which
we,hope to see thrown shortly as it de-

| serves—virtunally said to the reformers,

“ Gentlemen, if you will not allow our
clergymen to hold a seat as chairman
of the School Board, we will see that
none of your clergymen shall be eligi-
ble to become members thereof.” Our
neighbour in Prince Street, announced
one day last week the appointment of
two clergymen—Methodists and worthy
men too—to Sehool Boards in the coun-
try : and next day informed us that we
were inconsistent for demanding that
the law should be abrogated which dis-
qualifies clergymen from holding such
an office in Halifax. Who is inconsis-
tent, pray ?

Consistexcy.—-We have seen a
gtrange thing in Israel:—Men taking
gold watches out of their pockets to
measure the time occupied by the min-

| ister in breaking the Bread of Life, and

thex putting copper cents in the plate
to pay for it. We wonder if God
values the baser metals in the same
proportion that we do. If so some of
those ecoppers will be found to the cred-
it of domors in the great account.

We do notsay where or how often we
saw this contradiction.

A few

irited meetings of the Halifax
hool Association have been

for further notice of the transactions.

A supply of Books bas been forwarded
some time ago to Mr. Wade, Colporteur,
Skelburne. They are still in charge of

Rev. P, Prestwood,

|
|

'

! some camp-medting project of [fMr.

ment.”

a icularly strong vein in the con-
slmd‘nfay our’ old friend Rev. J.
Brewster, it'was in the direction of re-
Bned sarcasm,, Some of hiscoin of this
gort s still in‘circulation in these Pro-
vinees. One of the best castigations he
ever aduministered was to the great arch
enemy of mankind, when he attempted
to shower scorn and contempt upon

Brewster’>. The story, as told by the
repellant, was grand in its way.

We are not astonished to find that
this disposition in Mr. Brewster is oc-
casionally provoked in England. Our
readers will remember the notice of a.
pamphlet he wrote two years, agy

against the Bishop of Lincoln. H= is
now out against another dignitary.

Here is what the London Methodist says
of it:—

Gross Outrage ! Imhwman Exposure of
Roman Remains. Newbury: Blacket &
Son.—this is the title of a very race pam-
phlet, published by the Rev. John Brew-
ster of Newbury, mn reply to the articleb
the Rev. S. B. James, Vicar of Nort
Marston, in the Parish Magazine, headed
by the proverb, *“Where God has His
charch the devil will have his chapel.”
We cannot say the startling title is a: all
to our taste’; but, with that exception, we
find little to object to in his brochure, and
very much of which we heartly -approve.
If Mr. James, as he avows, did not mean
to insult Dissenters by his article, he is
so destitute of that common sense and
knowledge of human nature which should
distinguish clerghmen, that he is utterly
unfit for his sacred office. If Mr. James
did mean to insult the Dissenters, we con-
viet him of wholesale slandering, and then
of lying to cover his sin. On one or the
other of the horns of this dffemma we
leave Mr. James, to the hearty cudgelling
of Mr. Brewster, Mr. Rattenbury, and a
host of other assailants, who are giving
him what he deserves. What Mr. Erskine
Clarke can have been about when he ad-
mitted such an article into bis magazine
we cannot tell ; but we think and apology
as much due from him as from Mr. James.
We honestly believe, however, that this
spiteful article only reveals the presecut-
ing spirit which animates hundreds of
clergymen in country districts—the spirit
which expels farmers from their farms and
widows from the parish charities because
they axe conscientious Nonconformists.
This “PIit is as Romish as that which
bwint Cranmer ; and the sooner its fright-
ful form and portentous demeanour are
recognised the better. Mr. Brewster’s
pamphlet is clear in argnment and wither-
ing in sarcasm; and, if we mistake not
Mr. James will now *shut up” foy some
zime. We ate glad to hear tl‘: pauphlet
is having a very large circulation.

—v_-

Many friends of Rev. L Gatez would
be astonished on reading the following
editorial paragraph in the Halifax
Chronicle of last Tuesday :—

“ Rev. Leonard Gaetz, lately of Nova
Scotia and now pastor of a Methodist
Church in Montreal, is reported to have
preached a political party sermon on Sun-
day week. We are unable to see the dis-
tinction between party sermons preached
by Roman Catholic Priects and party
sermons preached by Protestant clergy-
men. As we condemn the one so we con-
demn the other. If Mr. Gaetz used the
language attributed to him he is un-
worthy of his position as a minister of
the Gospel.”

We were quite prepared for some-
thing awful whep this statement ap-
peared, and proceeded at once in search
of-the facts.

An evening Montreal paper reported
that
“The Rev. Leonard Gaetz delivered a very |
impressive and soul stirring sermonin St.
James street, Wesleyan Church, on Sun-
day evening in the course of which he re-
ferred to the prevailing depression of bus-
ness. He entreated employers of labor
tolFet up steam in their factories on the |‘
following morning in God's name. - The '
Rev. gentleman added that he was “ not
ashamed to entertain the wish and to ex-
press it on the Sabbath, that God would
send another government that would
protect the industries of the country, and
send it right early.” Another contempor-
a% commenting on the above, says:—
“ There can be no doubt that in express-
ing this wish the Rev. Mr. Gaets very
correctly , represents the |[general sen-
timent of the country at the present mo- |

|

The Montreal Witness, in alluding to |
the circumstance, headed its article |
‘A CLERGYMAN BEYOND HIS DEPTH."%
But immediately, on receipt of a note |
from Mr. Gaetz, withdrew the expres- |
sion and admitted that its oft-enuncia- |
ted sentiments in regard to liberty of i
speech should be received in, the full |
force of their meaning. The following
correct report of the passage in Mr.
Gaetz sermon appeared also in that
paper.

“ Now for those who are strangers, n- |

i
|

| deed—not wealthy strangers—but those

| who; wisely or unwisely, I will not say,
| have taken up their abode with us—have |
| become our fellow citizens—not to beg; |

much less to steal, 'but to earn an honest
livelihood, and are willing and anxious to
de it. On their behalf, on behalf of the
suffering mothers and children, widows
and orp , I ask every manufacturer
and employer of labor in this great city
not to stop the engines or dismiss the

| week probably. We present this week

| welcome contribution.

Rev. J. Lathern of this city. . On

On Tuesday morning the child passed
to Heaven. May the stricken house-hold
have much of heavenly comfort !

>4

_men; if you.can bamlits?y expenses, keep

moving—if only for time, keep the
engine going. | 1f to save
financial run, you are compelled to re-
duce the wages, you are justified in doing
that. If a man would rather starve than

work for low wages, he has a right to his |

preference, though I hepe, for the sake of
those who suffer with him, he will be more
reasonable and mamly. Somethiug must
be done. The destitution of this city at
this moment is terrible. Men and breth-
ren, help! Capitalists, manufacturers,
trust in £ :

morzing, ard if the Government 1n power
won’t protect your industries, the Lord
sent os one that will, and that right early.
I suppose there is a secret muttering in
some quarters—That is a strange Gospel.
No, my brethren, it is the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, who would not let
the mrultitude depart unfed, but command

His disciples, ‘ Give ye them to eat,” &c. |

It is the practical copying of that beauti-
ful example of Divine sympathy contained
in my text: *God loveth the stranger In

| giving bim food aud raiment,’ * Go ye and

bR 2

do likewise. _
- Coming from a man of impulsive

temperament—who owes much of his |
pulpit and platform strength to his ar- |
dent disposition—there does not seem |

to be anything in that extract deserv-

ing of being classed with the political |

haraugues of Roman Catholic priests.
. This is a free country, gentleman,

and we have the glorious heritage of !
liberty of speech, that is, providing you |

do not, even by impulse, seem to reflect
upon our institutions. In that event it
bpecomes us to say whether you are
worthy sf your position.

5 = —

We do not usually notice anonymous
writers, whate er may be their spirit :
but one in this week’s Messenger must
have a moment’s attention. Alluding
to Mr. Sommerville’s letter he says :—

“Qur hrother of the WESLEYAN has
been writing somesevere and unreasonable
things abou> the Baptists; and now, as
if he felt the need of some assistance,
when this ally comes in from a different
denomination ready to fight a good fight
he ‘eads him out into the crowd to strike
right and left, and in his desire to see the
fieht go on, does not mind being knocked
down by his own champion, if only some
Daptist can get a good rap.”

This is neither elegant nor truthful.
The fact is—and we hesitate even now
to avow it, and do so only because com-
pelled in self-defence—we had reason
for suspecting that Mr. Sommerville
was right in respect to at least a por-
tion of our Baptist friends. That they
—as a Body—reject the Old Testament,
as a rule of faith and practice, we can-
not believe: and yet a representative
Baptist minister,; in a celebrated dis-
cussion within a few years past, to our
knowlege, refused abso lutely to receive
passages from the Old Testament bear-
ing upon Baptism, as quoted by his
opponent. And if there be a limit thus
to the authority of the Bible in onme
thing, who knows where the line is
drawn by our Brethren? We have not
yet seen a direct denial of the
charge.

Tue Lecture course of the Y. M.C. A.
Halifax, was opened by Dr. Burns. W¢
regret that this fact escaped our notice
in writing on the subject last week. The
Dr. is so philanthropic, so generous,
and withal so thoroughly a representa-
tive of the best type of platform speak-

yourself from |

od and get steam up to-morrow |

L Tue CoNTrov

ERSY-oN-JB,
APTIS M,
PPrehengion
Ispen,t to our attityge on
j L Opening our colygp,
to Mr. Somerville, we yielde

!
| There is a manifest migq

prevailing in re
| this subject.
tesy which would be granted (tlo Z:Ol.ll‘-
telligent Christian gentlemny, tht
wnttel} now two of the foyr lottery

for which he engaged with yus in the
| outset. Mr. Saunders replies, The dig-

cussion belongs, while 1t lasts to thies

at least, ag we
are concerned. They are both repre.
“ e hZIVL‘ t'm‘sclves Te-
fraimed from interfering; we muygt in

| two ministers—so far,
{

sentative men.

|

sist on others following this example
A mass of material has reached yug fmn;
| different quarters, which would imply
| p o T

| that at some time we had invited yp.
| limited correspondence on Baptism,

|
|
|

This we - did not. The mission of this
| paper is too broad to admit of oceupy..
ing a great deal of space with a ques.
tion which even Baptists allow is nof
essential to salvation.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{ FINALE.

]I On two or three occasions. during
last Autumn, an article appeared in our
editorial columns, bearing upon the
relative fertility of certain Circuits, as
regards candidat:s for the ministry,
The object was to call out correspon«
dence which might contribute to the
| advantage of this and succeeding gene-
rations, in historio facts. The Editor—
holding as he did a personal relation t¢
one of those circuits — may have
naturally written a word which to
others seemed to savour of pride in the
place of his spi-itual birth, though any
irtention of provoking opposite feeling
wss very far from his mind. When two
or three letters appeared in reply from
Charlottetown, we, as well as others
interested in the  original articles
thanked God that Methodism in that
island had established so noble a claim.
Those replies, however, and other letters
which grew out of them, produced a

strong disatisfaction in many parts of,

our church, and the correspondence
accumulated on our hands to an extra
ordinary degree. It wandered fromthe
aim of the discussion, moreover, so that
we determined, in the interests of our
readers, to print nothing further on the
subject. Since then we learn -that s
sentiment had been growing in Char-
ottetown all through the period c)vered
by the correspondence, which at length
took shape against this paper itself.
We do not profess to understand this,
It seems a matter of so little importance
as it affects the general cause of God,
which particular Circuit does most for
the ministry; and besides, the spirit of
fairplay and forbearanve in honest
criticism has always so fully prevailed
among Englishmenthat we regarded all
intelligent christians in these parts @
true to the principles of their ancestry.

The letter which follows comes with
a two-fold endorsement. The superin-
tendent of Charlottetown
publication, and the writer—wlfim we

urges it#

ers, that he can well recommend him-
self. But none the less do we regret
our ommission of last week.

S. M. BrookrieLp, Esq., has been
elected to fill a vacancy in one of the |
Wards of Halifax. We congratulate |
the city on the fulfilment of a hope we |
expressed nearly a vear ago:—that the |
friends of Reform—civic and education-
al—would yet exert their strength and |
use their privilege for placing this city |
on a level with other well-governed |
communities. 'We are beginning to!
have greater faith in human nature.

OUR CORRESPONDENCE last week in- |
cluded amost excellent letter from New-
foundland. The writer holds a leading

literary taste. Our New Brunswick
correspondence will be resumed next

a communication from a most importent
part af Quebec territory. It comes a

— D T —

Otr Death-notices show that dark
shadows h fallen'on the family of

Thursday of last week their youngest
child—a lovely boy of five years—com-
plained [of sickmess. On Friday Dr.
Black pronounced the disease diptheria.

| tion from ourselves in
| this latier econdition shall be carried
| out.

e .

much respect—gives promise that it
shall termiuate the discussion.

Our readers may accept the declara-
addition that

SURELY NOT.
DeEAR MR. EpITOR :(—T0 what a warm
discussion the correspondence upon the
Banner Circuit has waxed both among

| your columns and around our hearths.

Looked at integrally, (if, dear sir, you cad
in fancy stick together so many contra-
ricties), surely, f only by the fact of such
clamor, and perbaps this is the best re:

' view of the case as conducted on both

sides,—surely the old fame of Wallace, 80
implicitly allowed on all hands, is now, i8
great part, lost ; even though the voice of

| Charlottetown through the throats of it8
He | spokesmen ke not admitted to have quell
| position as a gentleman of culture and |

ed, summarily, the long-used, well-prac’
tised ram’shorn, of Ramsheg. Pardon mé
if I beg a few lines of your useful space.
I would see the discussion ended—but yet
fairly. I will cnly offer a few facts, each
with its own significance on its face. And,
sir, is not this te only logic proper iB

| such a matjer ?

1. It has been shown to one or two
misapprehending ¢ srrespondents that the
scene of spiritual up-springing and early
nurture, or of district recommendation,
is that which claims a man as its “ son.”

2. Accordingly, Charlottetown Circuit
gives numbers which, up fo date, consider
ably exceed those of whatever the Wal®
lace writer first-called “ Wallace and
Bridgetown.”
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