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Baptismal Regeneration.

Much coatroversy upon the subject of baptis-
mal regereration has been called forth by Mr.
Spurgeon’s honest, outspoken condemnation of
this doctrine.- Whatever differenice of opinion
may be entertained as to the térms eniployed by
the celebrated prui:her of the Tabernacle in deal-
ing with this question, there is reason to hope
that the discussion which has edsued, instead of
being an injury to the canse of truth, will really
tend to the best results, in awakening inquiry,
and eliciting more accurate views on a subject of
much interést. It is generally admitted that the
formularies of the Church of Englandjafford some
ground for the opinion that spiritual regenera-
tion by means of water baptism is & doctrine of
that Church ; though by a large body of Ber best
clergy a different view has been held. Thé Metho-
dist Church has generally refrained from interfer-
ence with the differences of opinion existing in the
Church of Eogland ; but our sympathigs have
always been strongly with the Evangelical party,
and in regard to the subject of baptism their
views and ours have been nearly, if not in entire-
ly, in harmony.

A gratuitous attack has been made in a late
number of the Church Record, in which we are
charged with having departed from the faith of
Mr. Wesley on lhe%b’cuino of baptismal regen-
eration, Upon this matter we are not careful to
answey, further than to declare that the views of
the Methodists on the gubject of regeneration as
taught in our standards of doctrine laid down
by Mr. Wesley have never wavered ; and to shew
that with the guasi-Romish theory of baptismal
regeneration, as held by the Oxford divines of
the present day, Mr. Wesley bad no sympathy
whatever.

By regeneration the Methodists understand the
renewsl of man’s moral nature in the image of
God, wrought by the Holy-Spirit, by which the
dominion of sin is broken, so that with full

Sacrament? I mean an outward and visible

the outward part or form in baptism ?  Water,
wherein the person is baptized, in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Whet is the
inward part, or.thing signified ? A death unto
sin, and ¢ new birth unto righteousness.’ Noth-
ing, therefore, is plainer, than that, according to
the Church of England, baptism is not the new
birth.

Bat indeed the reason of the thing is so clear
and evident, as not to need any other authority.
For what can be more plain, than that the
one is an external, the other an internal, work ;
that the one is a visible, the other an invisible
thing, and thergfore wholly different from each
other ? the one being an act of man, purifying
the body; the other a change wrought by God
in the soul ; so that the former is just as dis-
tinguishable from the latter, as tbe soul from
the ‘body, or water from the Holy Gbost.
® . * ¢ Be you bsptized or unbaptized, . you
must be born again,’ otherwise it is not possible
you should be inwardly holy.” The foregoing
quotation we regard as a conclusive refutation
of the charge, that Mr. Wesley on the subject
of baptism held the notions of Puseyism.

In reference to the ppiritual condition of in-
fants, our belief is that they are the objects of
the gracious favour of God, who is, in Christ,
reepugciling the world unto himself ; that though
by mature the children of wrath, they stand in a
gracioys relation to Christ, by virtue of the
atonement made for our whole race, and that
under this economy of grace, all infants dying in
infancy are accepted, sanctified, and saved.
We are not left in doubt in regard to the interest
which the Lord Jesus takes in children. When
the disciples, in their mistaken views, thought it
beneath the dignity of their Master to have any
thing to do with young children, and rebuked
those who would bring them to him,the benign Sa-
viour was much displeased,took the children in his
arms sud blessed them, and then gave a command
which he intended to be of perpetual obligation,
and in conneetion with which be announced the
relation which children bear to his kingdom.

In addition to the advantage which children
enjoy of federal union with Christ as subjects of
the kingdom of grace, there are benefits, as
pedo-baptists believe, conferred upon infants by
their presontation to- Christ in baptism. They
are thereby dedicsted, or set apart, to the ser-
viee of God ; the good will of God toward them,
his - gracious disposition to receive and to bless
them, ‘and their interest in the atonement are

choice of will, and the energy of right affections,
the subject of this grace is enabled to -love God
and to keep his commandments. It will be admit-
ted that by many christian writers, both ancient
and modern, the term regeneration is used in a
broader signification, and applied to the grace
believed to be conferred in tion with the
sacrament of baptism. Some of the most eminent
of Church of England theologians have employed
the word in this sénse; while by the interpretations
of their language which they themselves have fur-
nished, we are not left in doubt as to their sound-
ness in the faith on the vital doctrines of the
Gospel.  All that we then ask in regard to Mr.
Wesley’s exp on the subject of baptism,
is that in the use of terms, which were in his day,
and siill are, employed with varied signification,
his views should be judged, not from a few pas-
rages, but from the whole tenor of his writings.
The writings of Bishop Burnet furnish illus-
tration in point. 'This eminent prelate, who
goes quite as fer in his opinions of the internal
and spiritual results of baptism, as any right-
minded . cburchman could- desire, yet guards
against the abuse of this doctrine in words of
no ¢quivocal import. In his exposition of the
XX Vil Article he says: “ Our Saviour has made
baptism one of the preocepis, though not one of
the means necessaty to salvation. * * * ¢
I'he nature of a siwal action, even when com-
manded is such, that unless we could imagine
there is a charm in it, which is contrary to the
spirit and genius of the Gospel, which designs
o save us by reforming our natures, we cannot
think that there can be any thing in it that is of
itself effectual as a mean. * * ® e
If baptism were only the receiving us into the
society of christians, there were no need of say-
ing, 1 baptize thee in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” It were
more proper to say, 1 baptize thee in the
or by the authority of the church. Therefore,
these august words, that were dictated by our
Lord himself, show us that there is something in
it that is internal, which comes from God ; that
it is un admitting men into somewhat that de-
pends only on God, and for the giving of which
the authority can only be derived from him. But
after all this is not to be believed to be of the
nature of a charm, as if the/very act of baptism
carried always with it an inward regeneration.”

The sentiments of Mr. Wesley on baptism and
regeneration, on being compared together, will
be found to be by no means obscure ; and before
the High Churchmar. can represent the Fousder
of Methodism as teaching baptismal rfegenera-
tion in the sense as believed by the' Tractarian
rchool, e mast close his eyes upon’ conelusive
testimonies on  the subject, as given by Mr.

Wesley in various portions of his writings, alt of

which will be found to be in agreement with the
views held by the Evangelical portion of the
Euglish Chureh, and all shewing that Mr. Wesley
carefully distinguished between the outward and
visible sign of baptism, and the inward and
spiritual grace of regeneration.
portions of Mr. Wesley’s works which might be
adduced in support of our position, we select
from his XLV sermon, the subjéct of which is,
“the new birth.” In that discourse he defines
regeneration as being, * that great change which
God works in the soul ‘when he brings it into
iile ; when he raises it from the death of sih 4
the Hfe of righteousness. Tt is the change
wrought in the whole soul by the’ Almighty

Spirit of God, when it is crentéd anew in Christ
Jesuey when it is “renéwed “after the image of

God fr ghteousness’ afid tfae holineds ;” when

the love of the world'Ts ehanged to the love of|

Godj;' pride into htmility ; passion into meek-
ness ; hatred, énvy, malice, into a sincere, tender,
disinterested love for all mankind. Ina word,

is that change whereby the earthly, sensuaf,
devilish mind is turned into ¢ the mind which was

From numerous

thereby signified ; it is a recognition of the cove-
want into which the Lord enters with his people,
that be will. be a God to them and to their chil-
dren ; it is a sign of the grace needful for man’s
remewal in righteousnesss, and a pledge through
Christ of acceptance and of a title to she bless-
ings of the covenant, as the mind of the child
may be opened to receive them, and as they may
be sought in future life by prayer, when the
of moral choice shall arrive.
Some excellent, and eminently judicious and
learned divines of our church, would without
any hesitation, add to the above enumeration of
the benefits of infant baptism, ancther of still
higher value, viz., the gift of the Holy Spirit, in
those secret influences, which, though not regen-
erating, in the full and proper use of that term,
are névertheless a seed of spiritual life, to prepsre
the children thus dedicated to God for instruction
in divine truth, to ineline their will and affections
(o good, and to begin and maintsin in them the
war against inward and outward evil, so that
they may be assisted as reason strengthens, to
make their calling and their election sure. Such
were the sentiments of the late Richard Watson,
as propounded in his Institutes, the correciness
of whieh it would be easier to cavil at, than to dis-
prove. Numerous examples of remarkabie piety
from very early life, in baptized children would
seem to favour thia visw of the question; and
how much very many are benefitted by such bap-
tismal grace, in being restrained from evil, and
eventually saved, eternity alone will reveal. How
solemn the obligations, and how great the en-
couragements of christian parents in the training
of their children for the service of God! This
avowal of the principles of our Church on this
subject, is not made n the apirit of contention,
for coatroversy we greatly dislike—but it seem-
ed necessary, under the circomstances, that our
‘position should be defined. Iy EssENTraLs,
UNITY ; IN NON-ESBENTIALS, LIBERTY : IN ALL
THINGS, CHARITY,

Mr. Spurgeon dnd his Crities.
The Christian World has furnished an article
upon the Spurgeon controversy, presenting the

to the attack, from which we make some ex.
tracts:—So far as we have seen, the aim of all
these writers on the Evangelical side has been o
show that the clergy who do not teach baptismal
regeneration are at least as honest in their sub-
scription to ‘the formularies of the Established
Church a4 theiropponents the Ritualists. In the
first place they 'say that Mr. Spurgeon has look-
ed at the teashing of the Prayer-book regarding
baptism from a narrow and one-sided point of
view; and in the second pluee, they urge that the
legal judgment in the Gorham case decided that
it neverwus the intention of the framers of -the
Formularies to ‘tie down those subscribing to
them to the dogma that all infants are regenerate
in baptism, and that, consequently, the Evangel-
ical clergy ave not deserving of censure, und are
entirely justified in retaining their benefices.
Amongst the more immediate winisterial neigh-
bours of My. Spurgeon who have thought it de-
sirable to take public notice of the * attack " ‘is

a most catholic-spirited men. His discourse is
enititled * Baptiom and the Church of England,”

have been printed: ‘But of Mr. Spurgeon’s ““ Bap-
tismal Regeneration,” no less than ahundredurd
twenty thausand:- have been disposed of Dr.

Enjgland as such,téaches spiritasl regeneration by
water baptism, and says:—

“ The word regeneration has not been always
used in the same way by the Primitive Christian
Church and by the Puritét writers. ' The baptis-
mal service of the Church of England would be

views of some of the writers who have replied

the Rev. Dr. Allen; of 8t. George's, Southwar 1

and we obberverthas ten thousand copies of 'iv

Allen repels the ‘accusation that the Church of

the blessings of the sacrament of baptism are

Slgof Wi WP Sud spieftusl grace.” WAL Wl otsindersiond, and ‘conwequenily misrepresent.

ed. It is said that the leu'rch‘lofl'lng’lgnd !gncb-.
esin these documents tbet ewery baptized: ehi
is spiritually regenerated, and made an heir of
heaven-and ol its gloriess We gnswer; thet
the Church of England holds the distinction of
a visible and an invisible church—this distinction
is taught all through the Word of; God, and the
baptismal service and. the catechism of tbe
Church of Englanc only in a short way express
those truths. The family of Seth, for instance,
are called the children of God, in opposition to
the infidel family of Cain, who are termed the
daughters of men,, Abraham and all his poster-
ity under the eovenant of circumcision arg like-
wise honared, so that in the process of time they
are called the Israel of God ; and then yop xead
the New Testament commenting—‘They ate
not all Israel that are of Israel,’ snd again, nor
while they are not all children in the important
sense, yét it is quite clear that the whole nation,
in a low sense, are always scknowledged as God's
children in virtue of the covenant of- circumci-
sion. Moses, when instructing the people said
—*Ye are the childrep of the Lord your God.
Paul spesks in strong terms about the privileges
of the literal Israel. Jesus our Lord: says also
—+¢ Many sha!l come from the East and Weat,
and shall sit down with Abraham, lsaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, but the chil-
dren of the kingdom shall be.cast out inle outer
darkness.”  The catechism teaches that there are
two parts in & sacrament—first, the.outwerd and
visible sign or form in baptism, viz., water where-~
in the person is baptized in the name of the Tri-
nity, wherefore, every baptized child is called a
child of God ; but the catechism tesches of the
second part thus—‘ What, is the ioward and spi-
ritual grace in baptism P’ and theanswer is—‘ A,
death unto sin and a new birth ynto righteous-
ness, as being by nature born in sin and the chil-
dren: of wrath, we are hereby’'—that js, not by
water, but by the thing specified, the inward and
spirituas grace, the death uato ain and pew bir A
unto righteousness, that thus we gre ‘ made. the
children of grace.” This,is a superior relationship.
Ia another part of tbe, catechism there /ia a
strong description given of -the beaeflia of -bap-
tism, but this could easily he shown to be not
stronger than the expressiowa mede. use of. all
through the Bible to. describe the external and
visible church -of God. .The Church servicea
should be understood as a whole, and each part
explained in harmony with the whole.” '
What the Evangelical clergy had previously
said in effect, and what others have said sinces

nerates, at all events, in the sense you mean, and
we have not sworn that it does ;” and Mr. Spue-
geon, it appears, refuses to accept their declaim-
er, sticking the rather to what bg conceives to
be the plain, grammatical meaning of the langu~
age of the Service.
out of pure loyalty to hig own convictien of truth,
and not from any desire to wound the feelings of
brethren in Christ, or to.occasion disunios, all
who know him will readily believe. Perhaps the
most remarkable circumstance in relation to the
controyersy is that two Baptist ministers of emi-
nence have felt constrained to disavow all sym+
pathy with Mr, Spurgeon, in bis onalgught upon
the Evangelical clergy. The fipat of these was
the Hon. and Rev, Baptiat Noeh . [ We.gave the
substance of Mr. Noel's remonstrauce in a former
issue.] i

The other Baptist minister who has declared
himself on the side of charity is Dr. Winslow,
of Bath, who, in a sermon upon the words,
* Grace be with all them who Jove our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity,” has said—

¢ It were an.impertinence and a presumption
in me to foist. my interpretation of any article of
faith subsecribed to by a body of godly men,
either upon their conscience or their ministry. It
is enough for me that the Evangelical clergy of
the Church of England ignore, as 1 ignore, the
doetrine of baptismal regeneration, and preach,
many of them, with far more simplicity. and
power than I preach, the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God. My firm convigtion is, that not one
of the 9,000 Evangelical clergy of this land really
believes that the Church of England tesches that
doctrine. He honestly believea.the contrary, and
80 he subsoribes, and so he preaches. I am
bound, in the exercise of Christian charity, to be-
lieve that the Evangelical clergy do not interpret
the articles as teaching this.doctrine, and there-
fore cannot justly be del;égncld 08 * swearing to
one thing and’ presebitg another.!! I eahnot, I
dare not, denounce those who love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity, and whg. preaga-him with
faithfulness, as wanting in common integrity, be-
tause they conscientiously prefer the articles,
discipline, and worship ot the Chureh of Eng-
‘land ; with whose doctring] articles I fully n'gn-e,
and whose fncomparabie“and sublime form of
prayer I'greatly admire, and would imitate in its
spiritudlity and eo}n;ir‘?hih&iv_enu’.. I ever
there was a time when'the' clétgy of the Church
of England démahded oor cotfidendé, sympathy,

pale of their Cllitch they are ¢ombaling earheat:
1y and manfully’ With the existence of infllelity
and senti-Romunlétm. ' Thid 'fs not the time to
question their Piéty, toTmpenth theif infegrity,
and to hold the up to scdrn befOré the eyes of
the uficircuni¢iséd foes of 'duf Fafth.' ‘ls‘:ﬂl;i
shoyld“we, & Christans arfd’as Protestants,
rally around them, Kfid pray‘that Jirge measures
of grace may be' Vouchvated ‘to them ‘from the
fulhess of grace that 14'in Yhe I'drd Jésts Chirist
whoni they 1ové,” ' © = "% 17 7" 10 3ire
* While thus sp'g.qkifng,,'l)g, Winslow desires it to
be understood that he.* esteems ' Mr. Spurgeon
for his usefulness, 'lid.'dmi‘l‘f‘ﬂ.bii!’l, l'oj-,.'i.:g‘ifu,"
and does not forget that he i Ql;,!,l f‘sorqub}i
among those who are yaliang for the teuth.”  Dr..
Winslow exborts his brethren of the Church of
England to let nothing separate them from
those who love Chrgat out, of the pale of the.
Establishment, and Beseeches:— . q .

censures of, those whom you beliowe Joye Christ

ed your integrity, loves and preaches, Christ, yn-
happy as we must belieye his personal atxictones.
to be, Smijten on the one cheek, offer tbe
other ; it you suffer for righteousness’ sske, happy
are you! Thus will you, realize jhe hesutiful

is this—*“ We do not believe that baptism rege-’

That he does this, however,

and prayers, it i¢ the " present, whep within the |

“ Interpret. chayitably .and receive MH, Lthe |,

as you love hig. . The brothes. who has RITaign-4

fepiritust church snd-fajthfol ypinistry, i« xtways
thell‘uu'er of God. That is emough. The Gos-
\a [PHis sutidently mightp theough God to make

progress in spite of obstacles and opposition. No |
doubt the war in the States, the expectation of |
war in Europe, the political discussions and con-

lg‘h, and the financial uncertainties of the times,

have occupied the thoughts more than usual

with wordly subjects, anid thus produced a dimi-

nution of interest in what relates to the soul.

The church may, but ought not and need not,

have allowed itself to be influenced by the geaer-

al spirit of society. The attacks on the Bible,

in this day of free and rancorous opposition to

the authority of religion, may bave had some

effect in hardening many; at least these attacks

may have produced in many a doubting and con-

fused state of mind, lessening the general effect

of the gospel upen them. But even this hinder-

ance may be removed by greater holiness in the

church, and greater seal for souls. No: we are

nexer.tp believe that anythirig the devil can put

in the way is necessarily sufficient to impede or

stop the triumphant advance of the cause of the

Crose. All such hindrances have been overcome

a thousand times, and are as chafl before the

wind, when God’s power is in the Cburch and in
the Word. The only sufficient reason for want
of success is Lthe want of wisdom, or faithfulness,

or spiritual power, in those who work and fight
for God.

A decrease in any church may arise from yari-
ous ceuses. It may be caused by secessions, or
by removals and emigration, or by deaths, or by
exclusions and a .faithful enforcement of rules;
but the only real sign of spiritual decline is, a
large number of eases of backsliding with but
few cases of conversion.. A church may-~some
churches do—depend on the ability to prosely-
tize from other denominations, as a means of
keeping up or increasing its membership. But
4his is vain, paltry, and unchristian. It is con-
trary to the spirit of the Gospel for one church
to prey on another. It is disreputable for a
church to_become so feeble and inefficient, to
possess 50 little of spiritual energy or of holiness,
that it can do nothing towards tbe salvation of
the lost, towards the conversion of the wicked ;
and 1o feel obliged for its own preservation to
steal the sheep of other folds, to wheedle over to
its side those already converted by the labours
of others, and ta seck possession of ground which
others bave broken up and rendered productive.
It is shameful for & church to think more of those
non-essentiais on which it differs from other
churches, than it does of those essentials on
which salvation depends; to think more of
proselyting a Christian than of converting a sin-
ner ; to be actuated more by envy and rivalry
than by the love of Christ and compassion for
the lost. Amd it je vain. It is doing no good ;
securing no real gaiu for Christ's cause. If you
get all the christiana in the world to shift to and
fro from church to church, what gain is that to
religion 7 Will the world ever be converted that
wayP Rather will it not be hardened more and
more, till it believes christianity to be only a
cloak for hyman selfishness and rivalry? We
say then, God bless all the churches with true
reyivals, and with thousands of true conversions.
May God make them all holy, and mighty, and
victorious over sin and hell! Let us all do the
work of God, and, on peril of our own salvation,
not dare to put anything in the way of each
other’s usefulness!

In this respect the epirit of genuine Methodiam
is the spirit of Christ. There was nothing in
Christendom Wesley abhored so much as the
spirit of proselytism and bigotry. We do mot
want mere proselytes to our church or our opin-
ions. We want no persons to join us who are
not earpest Christians, or at least seckers of
salvation. We do not want even these from
other churchas ; we cannot of course reject them
if they come unsolicited, and moved by reasons
that convince them and satisfy us that such is
their duty ; but we will not seek to make prose-
lytes. Mere proselytes would be a curse to us.
We are willing, perfectly willing, that all good
people should labour for God and humanity, in
whatever communion they themselves prefer.
God knows there is enough for all to do! May
he have mercy on the diffcrent churches, and
give them a more perfect sympathy with each
other, and a more perfect feeling of co-operation !
What we want is legitimate increase and enlarg-
ment. We whnt to see accessions to the church
of souls sayed from sin and the world, Metho-
dism, Methodist Churches, origivated solely in
the ‘conversion of sinners. This was its only
origin. It was not a schism ; it was not a seces-
sion; it was not a party; it was nothing but a
company of persons newly saved by.grace, as-
sociated *“ to help each other to work out their
satvation.” And if the Methodist Churches were
£hus originated and founded, not by secession or
dissent; but new communities converted out of
the world, as the first apostolic churches were—
oreated by God’s soul-couyerting power ;—if
this be 80, we think it follows that our legitimate
source of increase is the conversion of sinners to
God. )

And how are we to go ahout this > how are we
to find a remedy for decrease in the number of
comversions? How? ~Why, in the good old
way, There is no mystery in it. If we are
honestly, earnestly, willthg to do Glod's work,
we will find no difficulty in knowing what we
have to do.

First let us ask, are we growing in ‘grace, and
thus fivted to wdrk for God ? “Are we, as pro-
fesaing Chfistians, unwotldly and consistent i
ofit lives ? well reported ‘of attiong thowe that are
without, for truth, hohesty, and mercy in our
dealings with-mén ? ' I not, let us by all means
first retirn unto God ourselves in sincerity of
hefirt; that he mdy pardon and employ us, Then
[et'us all comseerate curselves afresh fo God’s
work, to'live and labour for Christ.

Let us do all we can for the internal bealth
and welfare of the church. Let us with greatly
incredeed faithfolness train up and lead to the
¢ross the children of our peaple ; and let ug re-
member that this is necessary not merely to in-
m’“! !)u_! even to our preservalion asa spiritual
churelr,’ "

! Seek ‘the salvation of the children and young
people of the church. Let ministers, and par-
ents, und leaders, and Sabbath s¢hog] teachers,

the world.
néver fails his people.

difficulties about extra means, because ordinary

{

means are better, and use both ordinary and ex- |

traordinary means, that we may by all means
gsve sdme,—it will not be long before God

honours our faith and faithfulness.

The remedy is perfectly apparent, for it is al-

ways the same in such cases: we must all seek |
more religion ; snd we must ‘il econsecrate our-

selves to the work of God and the well-being of
This will be all-sufficient. God

Fredericton District.

JUBILEE MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

Fifty years ago only four out of the thirteen |
circuits now comprising this distriet, were visit-
ed by Methodist Missionaries, while ¢wo only at

that time appeared on the minutes of Conference
as heads of Circuits. Among the first who trav-
elled in this region was the late Rev. William
Bennett, whose earnest and suceessful ministry,
is still remembered with gratitade to God. A
few days sge I buried one who had been brought
to God thréugh his instramentality, the widow
of the late David Pickard. For sixty years “she
adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour in all
thinge.” Having lived to the Lord, she wdied in
the Lord ; sud now doubtless * zests from her
labours,” consciously enjoying the smile and
presence of her Redeemer, for whose appearing
she frequently breathed in her last moments, the
ardent prayer of the aposte Johm, *“Come Lord
Jesus, come quickly.” Ounly & very few ifi this
place are sble to remember sl the way the Lord
nas led them for fifty years, but not one; sicce
the removal of sister Pickard can trace a relig-
jous course for threescore years in the past.

Notwithstanding the recent origin of most of
our stations on this beautiful river, there is a
disposition among our people, to join with the
great Methodistic family, at home and elsewhere,
in the celebration of the Jubilee of the Wesley-
an Missionary Society. For several weeks past
I bave enjoyed, in conjunetion with wy brethren,
the privilege of presenting the claims and inter-
ests of the mission cause and Jubilee movement,
before our people in five circuits, and of witness-
ing pleasing devotionsl manifestations, in con-
pection with those services, and some favourable
pecuniary responses. The first meeting combin-
ing the two objects, Missionary and Jubilee,
which was the case in most places, was held at
Nashwaak, a beautiful valley, but not very pros-
perous ground for Methodism. We did not an-
ticipate much here, and we were not disappoint-
ed,the small Society and few friends were taxing
themeelves to the utmost in order to purchase a
residence’ for their minister, a very important
matter just now, when we bave so many young
men, in the Conference looking in the direction
of matrimony. At Sbeffield, the Mosaic idea of
cancelling alt debts ia the year of Jubilee, secm-
ed to have taken possession of. both Pastor and
people, for on the evening preceeding the ap-
pointed Jubilee meeting, they met together and
raised nearly 300 dollars, the total amount of
of debts on the chapel and mission house. This
was certainly adopting as nearly as possible, the
plan suggested by some laymen in our Confer-
ence, wisely or unwisely, vis., The combination
of local objects with the Jubilee effort. Doubt-
less, this Jabilee year would be long remembered
with gratitude, if we could or would liquidate all
debts on comnexional property throughout the
entire Conference. We-are not yet convinced
that our Conference have erred, in following the
footstepes ofiuf fathers and brethren at home, in
keeping theJubilee movement distinet from all
local objects. ~ After this digression, allow me to
say, that the Jubilee claims were not ignored at
Sheffield.

The next place visited, after a most interesting
steamboat ride of sixty miles, up the 8t. John,
was Woodstock. Two services, distant five or
six miles, were held on this cireuit, both of whieh
were characterizsed by gracious influences, which
infused animation into speakers and hearers. A
good audience greeted us pleasingly in both
places; - Thanks to & kind providence, for fine
weather, and to our judicious and energetic fellow
labourer, Bro. Milligan for wise' arrangements.
The amounts promised were not large, but were
cheerfully given and thankfully received. We were
gladdened by indicstions of spiritual good, which
is of more importance than gold or silver. Still
pursuing our way onward and upward, along
the banks of the beautiful river, in Methodist
preacher style, merciful to oyr horses—with in-
teresting companions, we scarce thought of Lime’s
motion, until the end of twenty-three miles,
brought us to the head of the widely extended
Florenceville circuit, to enjoy the hospitalities of
Bro. Tuttle and his amisble partoer, in their
beautlfully situated home. A good meeting and
a night of calm repose, prepared us for a lovely
drive through a prosperous and rapidly advanc-
ing country, to Jacksonlown—the hesd of a
thriving circuit, Here again, as in the last men-
tioned place, meeting old friends, the scenes of
early life came up pleasingly, before, the vision of
the soul, Hgere s storm of rain commenced,
about an hour hefore the time for mesting, but
even a beavy rain did, not keep the friends of
missions st home,, (X 'oqd indication, in sny air-
cuit. I could not but think of fair weather chris-
tians, 80 numerous in our day. We had a good
meeting, por did we wonder that brother 8. F.
Huestiq fesls s0 much at ,home 'Bhough seldom

there) among this people.  Most. of the brethren

‘.f" this direction, are obliged to preach three
times and travel extensively every Sabbath.
G. 0. H.

' - “Newport Cireuit.

DEAR BEOTHER : 1 have sttended the Jubilee
Meetings in' four Cireuits, all of which were in-
terestinig and profitable sessons. On' my own
Circult, two sermons ‘were preached on the sub-

Ject on Sanday Sept. 4th, and a Love-Feast was

held in the eventnig. Y felt it ¢6 be truly & good
dayg. *‘Ou the followidg Monday evening we held
the publio méeting at Avondale. Our genetous
and tried friend, Nicholsd Moshér, Esq., occupied

the chair. ' The Rev. Messts. England, Tweedy,
and Gray deliversd extéllent speeches on the
oacasion, and 143 was stbecribed fot the Jubi-
lee fund. O October 17, 18,'19, we held our

Missionary Méetings. ‘The same brethrefi men-

ers employing about seventy men constituted | K night, will be read with

their entire spring fleet.
farms, no manufactories, no public works of agy

| kind ; the people had to depend upon the cod |an important one. :
| flikery as the only means of obtaining a subsis- | inhabited and insulated

tance. Jn that northern and exposed station the
cod fishery does not commence until May, and
closes early in October, so that five montbs was
sll the time the men could be employed in earn-
ing 8 livelibood for themselves and families for
the whole year. 1f, however, the fishery were
good, and the price of the fish at a medium rate,
these five months labour would supply ample
means for this purpose. But the summers of
1830, and 15831 had been remarkable for the
failure of the eod fishery in these parts, and par-
tivularly was this the case in the latter year, as
at the close of the season, the catch of fish was
only one half the average, and the price had
fallen at rates ragiog from twenty to forty shil-
ings per quintal, to twelve. The winter eet in
with unusual severity early in November, and
for weeks together the thermometer raged from
156° 1o 18° below zero. Moreover, the great
northern jam of ice did not leave the coast until
the nineteenth day of June; so that the spring
supplies which are usually received in April, did
not arrive until near the last of June.
the severest snow storms during the season, was
on the fifth of May ; and the ground continued
frozen uatil near the month of June. A number
of cattle died for want ot food, and daring the
night of the third of June, nine horses died from
the same cause.

After the nsual time for obtaining supplies had
passed, the most appalling distress began to be
felt among the inhabitants, and particularly was

of May and June. There were no provisions in
the merchants stores, and no amount of money

bread.
their families with most parsimonious care, and
the writer with his family was restricted to two
mea's a day for three weeks. The ice on the
coast prevented the arrival of vessels, the seals

which grounded in deep water, kept the cod-fish
from coming near the shore. A severe famine
was felt among the inhabitants, several families
subsisted on nothing but potatoes and salt. Early
in June nearly all the flour and bread, (sea
biscuit) was exhausted, and the cry for bread
ceased because it was nct to be had; but the
mournful ery, *“for God’s sake give me a few
potatoes to save my children from starvation,”
contlinued to be uttered with the most heart-
rending vehemence. Individuals have passed
the whole day without tasting food, and strong
men were seen staggering through the streets
as if inebriated, as the effect of starvation.

On the 4th of June, some of the crew of a
schooner which had been jammed in the ice for
a long time in sight of the harbour, came on
shore, and reported that their companions on
beoard were almoat perishing from cold and hun-
ger ; on the 11th of June a party of men came
over the ice from Keels, a place of about fifteen
miles distant, and reported that one woman and
three children had died through hunger. 'The
following is an estract from the Journal of the
writer : ;

1832, June 11.—* I this morning called upon

to be in a state bordering upon starvation ; when
afler communicating to her the painful informa-
tion, that no further help could be rendered to
her, whatever might be the result, I desired ber
to tell me plainly what food she had, and what
were her prospects of living through the famine.
* I will do so,” she replied. She then uncover-

potatoes. *‘ This is all the food I have, and all I
ever expect to have, unless the Lord in mercy
should see fit to give us a change of wind, so as
to take the ice from our shores.” She had heen
a stout healthy woman, but is reduced almest to
a skeleton for want of food ; but now with tre-
mulous hand, with tottering limb, and sunken
eye she stood before me, and said ; * when
my children get up in the mornicg, I send them
round to beg a potatoe from the neighbours, if
they succeed I am thankful, and it saves my own
stock ; if they do not succeed, I roast two or
three potatoes for each of my children, both
morning and evening, I fear to boil them, be-
cause of waste ; and I find by this means, the
lives of my children can be saved until my pota-
toes are all exhausted; when my heavenly
Father may yet smile upon us and send us deli-
verance. But I am resigned to bis blessed will.
He knows what is best for me, I am happy in his
love ; and if he is about to take me away by fa-
mine, | know he will take me to heaven. 1 wili
praise him for all his mercies.”

Two days after the above was written, when a
deep gloom sat upon every countenance, and
nothing but starvation seemed to be the fate of
the people, suddenly a messenger arrived bring-
ing the joyful news that forty bags of bread,
twenty quintals of dry fish, and fitty gallons of
m olasses, was already in Catalina, ten miles off,
for the relief of the poor. Had it rained bread
from heaven it could not have come more unex-
pectedly. Food in Catalina, how did it come
there ?  The mystery was soon explained. The
news of distress had reached St. John's,—
when the Gevernment promptly sent an offi-
cer round the Head of both Conception and
Triaity Bay ; to Trinity Harbour to the magis-
trates there, with orders to send supplies to
Bonavista ; just then a light porth-west wind
slacked the ice from the north shore of Trinity
Bay, by which s boat got from Trinity to Cata-
lina, with the above supplies, and in less than
a half an hour after the arrival of the boat, the
ice again ¢ame in and stopped all navigation for
ten days more. The next morning, more than
one hundred men walked over to Catalina to re-
ceive rations,—when the above articles of pro-
vigions were divided according to their respective
families. 176 families, compr:sing 914 indivi-
duals were thus relieved. At length a south-
west wind sprung up, which increased to a gale,
by which the coast was cleared of ice, and sup-
plies were brought for the relief of the inhabi-
tants, '

RevIvaLs.—Abcut this time several of the
Circuits were visited with gracious revivals of

There were then no |

One of

this the case during the latter part of the month

could purchase a barrel of tiour or a bag of
Men of wealth had to dole out food to

had gone ; and the heavy ice, large mawses of

ed a barrel containing two or three buckets of

l‘:. L leulur
Mr. J..Mcl'nnnld of Campbelton, Lot 7, wiilst
searching in the woods for his cafile i
denly aeross a bear with two cubs,
was accompanied by u boy of about fifteen, and
they,
ran away—the boy b
one direction,and Mc]
bear full pelt after McDonahd,
and through hemlocks ant eedars they go; the
bcotch_mw, stropg and active, aud |
bounding like a bull, the woods echoin
snapping, and dust fl
nearly half & hourthe race goes on. McDanld
beginning ta find his strength failing, hix heart
ﬁ{o'l faint as be fiads the wmonster Keiuing on

im,
%ie had heard how that his
erick, had, single-handed, for half o
a bear, and how Jdohn Camphetl, of
R_uad. ha_xd also engaged one, and bLoth got oll
with their lives ; and the
he thinks of the fire-side story, that
cannot climb a small tree,” m:"',. :
resalved to test its truth. Sion a tree catches
bis eager and hloodshat eye, and with the cgility
of a Highlander, he grasps the friendly braneches
but the savage brute "
him down, but 6n

Biack H
« The Black Head ¢
1 ~
land is well known in gener
able. It contains !
three fourths of whom &

received their religivus

our Missionaries,

exception ardently

manifest a readiness o su
far as their poverty wil aioa,
delightful field for Misstonary ey
ing over a line of twene wies

of Conception Bay: st has two o
worship, and lissected 1nto seven |
coves, in which the servi

of this station may  uj]

regularly p rform
performanc
bhe e

this however is the cise. T
of walking, the necessity of trive
frequently, the absence of nwristinc

conscquently  the

duties may appear to

from avy
loeal preacher, and almost the wh le ot ofticial
exertion devolving upon the missionary, rend

Often bave

I gone as far as strength wod e would adwig,

it in truth a most laborious Cacait,
and have yet fallen short in the accomplishment

of what has been farther necessary, Tuose toils
have however, been relieved und rendered sweet,
from the spiritual advantages which have re-
sulted to the people of our charge. Hundreds,
having found redemption in the hiood of Jewns,
have sped their flight to the mansions of God
from this Circuit. They now walk in high sal-

vation in the climes of bliss, an ) in

reds more

is station received no

are journeying thither. Ti

amall share of the lahonrs of those ous
missioraries Messrs. Coughlan, Black, Thoreshy,
mree benefitad

of those who

and Smith, and was in nosmall d
by their ministry ; as

have from time to time succeed:d them,

also by t!
ind are
now labouring in the parent country, and in
other parts of the mission licid. DBut duing
the past year it has pleased the Geeat Head of
the Church to pour down upou us the plenitude
of His grace, in a more remarhabie wanner
then ever was previously witnessed.”*
In this revival, which was very extensive,
| miny hack-
and
The
fe
Disatriet,

several old members were guickene

sliders were restored ; ana one hundred

thirty persons were added to the vociety.
centre of the revival was the north hore
ception Bay, yet every Circnit in the
from Bonavista to Grand Bank, feltita intlnence.
In the Minutes of Conference fur 1829, our
returns show an. increase of Y9 members; in
1830, an increase of 128; and in 1831, our in
crease was 5G1. In 1829 our number was 1137,
and in 1831, we returned 1848 members ; show-
ing an increase in our membership in three years,
ol 715 persons. “The history of Methodiem in
previous times can supply no such returns—for
the Newfoundland District.  The birssced eflects
of this revival was f-it for many years, aud some
are still living, who were brougit to God at the
time of which we are now writing.

¢ Methodist Magazive 1634—1". (1.

General  Intelligence,

a poor widow with six children, who were known | —-

Colonial.

CuuRCH EXTENSION.—A praiseworthy effort
is in progress for the erection of another Wes-
leyan Church in this city, additional pew accom-
modation in Brunswick Str et and Grafton 8¢,
Churches having been much in Cemand for some
months past, which the Trustees have been an-
able to afford. A meeting for the presentation
of this object, and also to raise funds for the
liquidation of the debt on Brunswick St. Church,
was held in that churéh on Monday evening, and
from the tone of that mecung we judge there
will be no difficulty in raising the funds required.

Fire IN 8t. Joun, N. B.—We very much re-
gret to learn that the Glube and Teleyraph priut-
ing offices were destroyed Ly fice un Sundlay
morning last, including much loxa'in Presse,
type, &e., aud unfortunately with no insurance,
Y. M. C. AgsociaTion.—The contse of 1.ec-
tures, for the preseat season, in connection with
the Young Men's Christian Association of this
city, was opened on Tuesday of jnst week by an
interesting lecture by the Riv. George W. Hill,
subject, A visit to the lsle of Wight.  The next
lecture, on Tuesday evening nexi, will be dehv-
ered by Geo. R. Anderson Fsq, on Britain's
greatness,

RobBERY.—Another daring robbery was com-
mitted lust week by a soldier upon two young
women near Point Pleasant. Tle fellow was
arrested, and will be dealt with by the luw.

THE SUPREME COURT now in sexsion in this-

city bas disposed of several civil and eriminal
cases. The Grand Jury, utier u three duys in-

vestigation of the Water St homicide case,

brought in a bill for manslaushter ngninst G. A,

Woodil. The trial of this case takes plaee this

week.

BisLE Socrery. —The Rev. 11. Gill, Agent of

th.e B. & “'.'Hihlu Bociety, addressed the Jadies
Bible Associstion in Chalmers Church en M
day afternoon.

an-

THE CoMMERCAL BANK of N. B. is iniprov-

ing in its finsncial prospects, and wil rise sguin
in public confidence.

A ScoTc HMAN TREED BY A Bean.—The P,
Bives the following . — Lust week

, came wud-

McDonald
seeing the bear wus makifiy for them boll
unding ofl iike a deer in
Yonald in another, nnd tle
Over windfully

Ui Leur
& twius

TFor

e

ying at each sprin

He thinks of standing aud fighting, tor
kineman, (' ipt.. Bod-
day, foaght

Sparrow’s

N again, as he stid 1uus
“a Lear

live or die, he

’

grasps his heel and draws

ty for a srcond.  Another

spring, and McDenald is well up, the bear eag-

ecly following,+but down he falls, and. falls at
each f_unou! nuamg)l to ascend. I'or aeonsider-
able tm;ne did the brute try to get up, and Me-
Donald’s courage ‘reviving, he looked cahnly
down and edid, ".l)ick, if herself had her gun,
:t;'r‘e.vhso":ul# give youhmmuin." Meclonald
¥R his coat, in es of the bear goin
away, wh‘mh he did, aherqpteuing the (u:l !5
shreds with one gnb. The boy had, in the

n Christ Jesus.’ . - i L -
It follows that baptism is not the new birth:
thicy are not one and the same thing. Many in-
deed seem to imagine that they are just the
#ame ; at least they speak as if they thought so ;
but I do not know that this opinion is publicly
avowed by any denomination of christiane what-
ever. Certainly it is not by any within these
kingdoms, whether of the Established Church or

better understood if it were duly considered that
the Church prescribes a form of prayer for all
her public church services. Assuming that in-
fants ought to be baptized and thus dedicated to
God, and made members of a Christian church,
we ask, how could a service be constructed ex-
cept on the principle that all was real —the prayer,
the faith, the desires, &c. And what then P Sure~
ly God must be considered ae -answering the }

encourage them to give themselves to Christ 4nd | tioned above at ' tf i
e tended as the deputation, and
his Church.b. A.dk rrelrcu endeavours to pro- | rendered 8006' mﬂ_ .- We had Iisely meetings
mote the progress of religion in the general com { and the result was upwardsof $200 subscribed . A
%0 &' - Py : ; Church d
mynity, it fé‘indispensable that Christian, devote for the mission cause. I was afraid thet having ::" ‘III: m’:e::;: ‘hu:’ fl.c(;:u. :)! :85 mem-
taber . 1830, Mr.

. g " i ting, would mili-
;ﬁti::t:::h?::l;{ ':'d:oh:;" :"Y mu-t" tate the /'t an?mi‘?“' but I ;m Smithies wrote the Committee. from Harbour,
Had each = brother's futerest in his heare* loctively. Individual 'ﬁ'ujulnm A ;’:b ol e to sey it h::-h _tlnbuﬂe‘.m. 3" | Grace, in which letter he says :  The good work
Soen, be that judgeth und thoss whb ate | want of God's csuse. If swery one of the g B8t od that of last year. Preies she Lord. of God is prospering in an sstonishing: manner o == vad
will otand side by side before thé Gigwat Jadke of | of m'm.a.'awu::{.‘m“ % "‘l vty e - - o+ VEEIEAM Ssizmeon, . |18 b8 Bay. The fire of  beaveniy love is burn- ment, -u&‘..'.'.'a...;'.‘.‘.;“" n}lnﬂfe;l the settle-
 Bum v PR ey Te st e B T B0l Ja " Newpors, Non, s6h, 1864, ing repidly 804 brightly throughout the whole | Bell, entered the forest at dack., with gumm. o

! 9 $ild % y

religion, . In Carbonear the Lord poured out

ideal of the poet when prortzaying the injured
, his Spirit upon the people. and in the year 1529

saint of God— Y

‘ He laved the world.that hated liim. . The teas '
Which dropped upon his Bible was sincere.
Assailed by scandal and the tongue of strife, ' '
Hi- only anawer was the blameless-life ; 1
nd he that f“rfedr’ and he that threw the dart,

. 3 2259, 7% 1D 19




