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A» Voice from Heaven.

I shine in the iigh! of (;9.!‘
Ji:: imaze stamps my brow,

Thre shadows ol death my feet have trod
] reign in my ;‘;‘u.vy now :

No breaking heart is here,

{ Lady Huntington in Ler deeds of noble cha-
rity, and having served her day and genera-
tion, she, like ker illustrious associate, swect-

s ly {ell asleep in Jesus.— Western Chr. Advt.

’

Triumph of Piety.

Lord —— was a man of the world.

I pleasures were drawn from his riches, Lis
| honours, and his friends. His daughter was
the idol of kLis heart. - Much had been ex-
pended for ber education, and well did she
repay, in her intellectual endowments, the
solicitude of her parents. She was highly

No keen and thrilling pain,
No wasted cheek where the frequent tear,
liath roll'd and left its stain

I have found the joys of heaven,
[ am one of the aneel band,

To 1y heal a erown ot gold is given
And a harp is in my bhand ;

stray spark that falls on you lead to au ex-
plosion, or boast that none ever injured you
without reaping consequences they rue, per-
haps, for loog years. The gunpowder is
mighty, butit is a fearful—O, a hateful pow-
er!—Rev. I H. Bickersteth. |

His

|

We protest against balls—we mean dances |
—promiscious dances—we protest against |
them. They ought not to be so much as
named, except with disapprobation, among
those who profess and call themselves Chris-

Fran- r;e Londo;: “'lt’chmll
Lecture on Proportionate Giving.

ed the work of Lis hunde, and his substance
had increased in the land : the Lord had so

On Thursday evening, June 7, a numer- multiplied the proportionate productiveness |

ous and Lighly respectable audience asecm- | of that man's toil that the same effort which,

bled in the Large Room at Exeter Hall, to yyenty five years before, bardly brought biw |

bear a lecture by the Rev. WiLLiaM AR-
THCR, on “ Proportionate Giving.”

The meeting was opened with prayer, by
e Rev. John Ross. _ ment which ‘he rendered when his labour
T.'hg J'IQP' A,RTH_CR ,}"NN AIRD, ‘“'.P" on was not nearly so productive. It that was
tak.mg the ehair, caid, it was merely his duty ! g [ioht line of duty, then, as mercies aug-
to introduce/the Lecturer for the oceasion, 7
his friend /Mr. Arthur.

enough to live upon, now produced compa-
rative aflluence.

th

He need not say | He contended, therefore, that when Provi-

I have learn'd the song they sing
Whom wesns hath set free,
. And the glorious walls of heaven still ring
With my new born melody,

tians, DBut of all gatherings of this class
that ouxht to be dencunced with severity,
| those called faney balls are foremost. Is it
not a little more than scandelous that chris-
tian men and women should deliberately set

accomplished, amiable in her disposition,

winning in her manners. They were all
| strangers to God.

Atlength Miss attended a Methodist

! meeting in London ; was deeply awakened,

and soon happily converted.
delighted 1n the service of the sanctuary and
"social meetings. To Ler the charms of
Christianity were overflowing.  She fre-
[ quented those places where sbe inet with
{ congenial minds, animated with similar
hopea. She was often found in the house of
God.
" The change was marked by her fond fa-
i ther with painful solicitude. To his
i lovely daughter thus infatuated, was to him
an vccasion of deep grict, and he resolved to
correct her erroneons notions on the =ubject
| of the real pleasures aud business of life.
| He placed at her disposal large sumns of mo-
ney, hoping she would be induced to go into
| the fashion and extravagances of others of

No sins, no griefs, no pains,
Sate in my happy home,

My rears’are fled, my griefs are siain,
My hovr of trinmph come ;

0 friends of my mortal years,
1< trusted and the true,

You are walking still through the valley of tears,
But I wait to welcome you,

Do 1 forget ?  Ah! no, i
I'or memory’s golden chain

Shall bind my heart to hearts below,
Till they meet and touch again ;

Eaclr link is strong and bright,
And love's ecleetric tlame

Flows freely down like a river of light,

To the woeld from which I came.

| her birth, and leave the Metholist meetings. |

Dolvoutmonrniwhenlanolhariatac | But she maintained her integrity.  He took
Shines out frow the glittering sky ? i her on long journey's conducted in_ the most
Do vou weep, when the raging voice of war engaging manner, in order to divert her
Or the storms of conflict die'? l mind from religion, but she still delighted in

Then why should your tears run down the Saviour.
And your hearts be rorcly riven,
_For another ¢+ in the Saviour’s crown, | s : .
Another souliin heaven ? | the religious feelings of his daughter, he in-
—Ljascoyal Lecorder,
b | stances in which he must either join in the
s 1![‘0{'(:rca;im| of the party or give offonce.—
: H ope lighted up the countenance of this af-
ROWland HI”‘ a'nd Lady ErSklne' | fectionate but Fmi-guidt-d father, as he saw
Septimus Tustin, of Washington City, | his snare about to entangla the object of his
communicated the following anecdote res- | solicitude.
pecting the eccentric Rowland Hill, whicl | friends that several young ladies, on: the ap-
we believe has never before been in print: | proaching festive occasion, should give a song
On the oceasion referred to, the celebrat- | accompanied by the piano-forte.
ed Rowland Ll was preaching in the open | The hour arrived, the party assembled.
air in that suburban portion of the city of | Several had performed their parts to the
London denominated Mooreficlds.  An im- | delight of the party, which was in great
mense assemblage was present.  His text | spirits.  Miss was now called on fora
was taken from the Song of Solomon, i. 5, |song, and many hearts now beat high in
« ] am black, but comely.””  The text he re- | Lopes of wictory. Should she decline, she
garded as having application to the Church, | was disgraced ; should she comply, their tri-
which, in the estimation of the world, was  umpb was complete. This was a moment
blauck—* black as the tents of Keder,” but in | to seal her fate! With perfect self-posses-
the estimation of her glorificd IHead, comely sion she took her seat at the piano-forte, ran
—comely “as the curtains of Solomon.”— | her fingers over the keys, und commenced
While discussing these themes with bis ac- | playing and singing, in a sweet air, the fol-
customed carnestness, it so happened, in the ! lowing words :—
providence of God, that Lady Anne Ersk- |
ine, in an cquipage corresponding with her |
bigh positiou in society. passed that wuy.’
k|

.

** No room for mirth or tritling here,
For worldly hopes or world y fear,
If life so soon is gone ;
If vow the Judg» is at the door,
And all mankins must stand before

Seeing the immense multitude, she aske Th! inexorabile throne !

one of her attendants the cause of that assemn-
blace. She was informed that the renown-
ed Rowlandill was preaching to the people.
Lady Anne replied that she had often wish- |
¢d to hear that eccentric preacher, and she
would avail herself of the present opportu-
nity to gratify the cherished desire, and re- . ty was subdued. Not a word was spoken.
quested her charioteer to place her carriage Her father wept aloud! One by one they
as near to the preacher’s stand as possible, left the house.

so that she might hear every word that he | UL‘"“] ——H"('l“f‘l'dﬂ‘ﬂt("’ Unl”lhe became a
uitered.  Accordingly, in a few minutes she | “hristian. e lived an example of Chris-
foupd herself accomwodated immediate ly in | tian benevoience, having given to benevo-
the rear of the temporary pulpit from which | lent Christian enterprises, at the time of his
the speaker addressed the listening throng, | death, nearly a hundred thousand pounds.
that being the only unoccupied position with-

No matter what my thoughts employ,
A moment’s misery or joy ;

But O! when both =hall end,
Wliere shall I find my destined piace ’
Shall L my everlasting days

With fiends or sngels epend "

She arose from her seat. The whole par-

Now she was |

After failing in many precepts which he |
{ anticipated would be effectual in subduing

troduced her into company under circum- |

It bad been arranged among his |

themselves to work to personate such mon- |
'sters as Louis XIV., Charles I1., and the |
detestable females-that haunted their courts |
—and other proud, vain, contemptible, disso-
lute wretches, over whose memory even his-
tory itself ought to draw the veil of oblivion ? |
It is absoluiely shocking! Surely parents |
know not what they do, when they tolerate |
such abominations among their sons and |
daughters. Is it any wonder we hear of so |
many lapses from virtue, among the refined |
classes of society, when such schools of vice
are patronized among us? And is it not|
astounding that any person should express |
surprise that the church should discipline
Ler members, who so palpably violate and |
outrage their baptismal obligations by parti- |
cipating in such * pomps and vanities ofthei
world 7’ 'Why, the better classes among the
heathen denounced promiscuous dances.—
‘It was not customary,” says Wilkinson,
“for the upper ordcr of Egyptians to indulge
in this amusement, either in public or pri-
vate assemblies, and none appear to have
practised it but the lowest ranks of society,
and those who gained their livelihood by at-
tending fastive meetings.”” The Romans
considerod it unworthy of respectable or sen-
sible persons.  Cicero says, “ No man, who
is sober, dances, unless he is out of his
mind, cither when alone, or in any decent
society ; for dancing is the companion of
wanton conviviality, dissoluteness, and lux-
ury.” Even the Greeks, except the very
| dissolute among them, would not even tole-
rate some of the * lonian movements” of
our walizing and polka-loving christians.
Pleaders for Baal who pretend to identify
these worse than vain—those licentious
| amusements—with the religious dances, so|
| called, of Miriam and David, show that they
lare as light in their heads as they are in
| their heels.  Weare not writing to convince
| them of the evils of dancing—no, indeed—
that were a helpless task : we are writing

to guard the yet unsophisticated youth, and
| to warn their parents in reference to (his|
| matter. It is a subject on which we fceli
| constrained to speak explicitly and emphati- |
| cally—one in regard to which none of our |
! Sunday School trumpets should give any un- |
| certain sound ?—S. 8. Visitor.
|

- -wee

Eternity has no Gray Hairs.

The flower fades, the heart withers, man
| grows old and dies, the world Jies down in
{ the sepulchre of ages, but time writes no
wrinkles on the features of eternity.
Eternity ! Stupendous thought !—the ev-
er-prescnt now, unborn, undecaying and un-
| dying—the endless chain compassing the
| life of God—the golden thread, entwining
| the destinies of the universe.
| Earth has its beauties, but time shrouds
{them for the grave ; its honors, they are but
’ tle sunshine of an hour; its palaces, they

| with what pleasure he had accepted tlie | gence distinguithed our lot above the ordi- !

fore. Why? Because the Lord had bless-'

Was he, therefore, now to |
render to God only the same acknowledg-

mented, gratitude had a right to diminish. |

| invitation to preside over that meeting. be- | ,ury lot of men, we ought to proportion our |

cause he believed that the subject which the | gifts 10 (he bounty of that Providence. On
| Lecturer was about to treat upon, was most | 1), other hand, be did not mean to say that
| important, and one from which the assembly | it was the duty of the Christian to give away

| couvened would, he was sure—at all events, | of hig jncrease 50 as to prevent uny accumu- |

they ought to—derive profit and instruction. | jution of capital or extension of property. !

The lecture, he believed, had beendeliv.red | This was a point in the handling of which
ulready at Belfast, and it was at the request particular attention was required. There

| not trust in riches.

of many friends that Mr. Arthur had con- | were many promises in the Word of God

sented to re-deliver it here. He (the Chuir-  which attached prosperity to godiy industry,
man) felt sorry that this subject had to be |, jis reward. For instance, “ By humility
s0 frequently brought before the Christian| g, q the fear of the Lord are riches, and
public in lectures : for his own opinion was, ' honour, and life.”” « Sach as are blessed of
that greater benefit would result if that and 'jiy chail inherit the earth.” * Blessed is
kindred subjects, relating to the duties of | {j,a man who feareth the Lord and delight-

receive instruction, he felt gratefut—and he |

d

A e perity atiached .to it
oubted not that he might say in the name ;) thy substance, and with the first-fruits

|

|

| gods ot them.”

by keeping ull I get, by nursing, watching,
and letting nothing go which [ already pos-
sese.” That scemed very reasonabl:; but
faith met tLat natural reason, and said it
was false. There was a power above—a
good power—tar mightier than the petty
cflurts of mere guthering or keeping.  Faith
said: “There is that scattereth and yet in-
creaseth, and there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” |
e would say, Take that proverb to heart :
there was comfort and joy in it : it connected
one's hopes ¢ven ot temporal welfare with
the mind and purposes ot the all-benevolent |
God. Was any werlth to be gained by
keeping the heart from the impulses of gen- |
erosity 7 Gold so gorten was not wealth ; it
was only a metal coffin for a man’s aftfection.
It wealth was to come to him he would pray,
« Let it come trom Thee, oh great Gaver, at |
whose commund I cast my bread upon the |
waters.,”  And surely the precept suid, “ Do i
In the forms of popular |
peech, one might ofien catch an echo of real |
and deep distinction. It was common 0]
say that a man “idolized " different things,
but not so common to say that “he muade
For instance: a man was |

S

| said to ¢ idolize " his children, but wno ever |

.‘"ercry day life,” were more f“"]"""”")’ eth in His commandments ;—riches shall be |
enforced from the pulpit on llx(? Lord’s day. | iy his house.” And even liberality was \
| As, however, he was at all times ready to | encouraged by Laving the promise of pros- | Because Le.not only doated upon his gold |

« Honour the Lord | and silver, but put his trust in it.

heard that he “ made gods of them?” DBut
it was said, and said frequently, that a man |
made “ a god of his money.” And why?—

Money

constitated his providence. All the fuith he |

of that audience, that they also felt grateful | of g]i thine increase ; so shall thy barns be | haud for the present and the futare was cou- |
—to Mr. Arthur for consenting to give the | fijled wiii plenty, and thy presses burst out | centrated in that. It was his strong tower 3

lecture, with which he would now call on
him to proceed.

The Rev. W. ArtHUR said, it was his|
duty to offer a few observations ¢ on the |

with new wine.” These promises showed

it was his rock : it was bis hope for comfort |

tLat the servants of God were encouraged | in life, and for his children, for name, honor, | before me ; it is not the
to look for increase in the good things con- | and reputation after death.
e . nected with this life; and that a proper1 touched, his all was touched. Take away o1
duty of giving away a stated proportion of | yiount of capital accamulated very materi- | that, and, according to his own account, all | of £50;

If that was

{

income.”  The subject had been already | ally subscrved the purposes of benevolence.  his dependence was removed from  hiw.— |

treated with great abihty ’““d V’"'i.e")'y ‘i" a | Two brothers came iuto a town, each with
book c:\llcd‘uGold and th{s Gospel.”  Some | £50,000: one sought out 50,000 poor fami-
gentlemen in Ireland, having become deeply |lies, and distributed hLis fortune to each

I'ken surely such a faith and dependence |
constituted nothing less than downright idol- |

atry. But whilst it was permitted to Chris- |

impressed with the moral and religious neces- | (amily, at the rate of £1 to a family ; the | tians to increuse their property, it was not

sity of systematically distributing their pro- | oiher invested his capital in a factory-
perty for good purposes, offered a prize for | turn to the locality five years afterwards,
an Essay on the subject of thatduty. Five qnq enquire into the effect of the two sums.
such Essays were received, and, being print-
ed, formed a considerable octavo. Anxious
to bring the whole question under the notice
of thousands, who were not likely to pur-
chase and read an octavo book, they detar-
mined that it should be discussed in various |
quarters in public lectares. The duty of
lecturing, it was almost superfluous to say,
bad devolved upen himself. IHe would,
therefore, without further preliminaries, at|p,ay whose only article of staple was the
once state his subject to be a three-fold one, | |ubour of his own hands. 1( had fed and
and endeavour, 1¢t, to explain the nature of | ¢lothed many families: even now it fed and
the duty itselt; 2nd, to show the grounds| .ioihed them ; and it promised to do so in
upon which it rested; and 3rd, to plead for | herpetmty. And more: it was known that
practical atteation to it. the proprietor of that £50,000 had made

First as'to the duty itself. When he||,r0e profits, and attracted large capital, and
spoke of the d‘,"y of giving awny a stated | ooniinued, and was likely to continue, to
portion of one’s property, be did not mean | off.r fresh benefits to the labouring popula-
that all persons having equal incowes were | (ion round about. It was not, therefore,
bound to give away equal sums, however right to say that Christians were not bound
their circumstances might vary. Power 10| (g yecept any increase which Providence
give away might be modified by three things
—family, locality and station. For instance,
of two men, each possessing an income of
£100 a-year, one had seven children, and the
other was a bachelor. It would be strange
to conceive that the single man might hon-
eatly spend on himself as much as the other
is bound to spend on his tamily, or that he
might innocently give away more than the
other could contrive to get? dupposing,
again, two men having equal families and
incowes, one living in a large city, where |
rents, &c., were exorbitantly high, and the
other in a small farming village, where ex-
penses were comparatively as nothing.—
Ought the man who lived in the village to

| What traces of it were visible?

no permanent bettering of the laboring poor.
The other £50,000—what had it done?
Why, the first day it came to that neighibor-
hood, it began to better the market of every

Iol capital which God might grant.
( inan before him, in arguing this question,
might say, “ You are directly contradicting
our Lord’s precept—¢ Lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth;” because you
justify the laying up of treasure upon earth.”
One thing was certain: no command of our
Lord’s ever annulled another command, nor
did any command of his ever repeal a whole
class of promises. There were to be found
in Scripture commands thus worded —* Pro-
viding for things honest, not only in the
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of
men.” ¢ Charge them that are rich in this
world that they be not high-minded, nor

|

|

n
1

might offer, or to permit the accumulation l
Yet a

Re- | permitted that they should define the limits

of their bounty by the determinations of im-
pulse or chance. He held that to leave it

The first £50,000 — what had it done? | to be determined by caprice or chance what |
In one | proportion of one’s property should be given
place was a decayed bonnet, in another an|away, was unlawful; to adopt u principle
| ancient clouk, yonder a grateful recollection | for our guidance without searching for light
in the poor family, certainly : but there was | thereon in the Word of God, was equally

unlawful; that the very lowest proportion
for which there was in the Old and New
Testaments any show of preceps or example,
was, one-tenth of the whole; and that, there-
fore, the duty of every man was to give
away for sacred purposes, at least one-tenth
of all entrusted to his charge. Such was a
summary of his views on the duty itself.

He would next consider the grounds upon
which that duty was founded. In Chris-
tiauity, there was, at least, one virtue that
had no minimum limit, no expiring point, at
which it ceased to be a virtue. Apply this
principle to the other virtues. Were not
men apt to think thgt, whatever truth there
was in A statement, if it were mixed with
little deception, the virtue of it was gone?—
Was liberality, was self-denial precisely the
one only virtue which in this cold world
Christianity had abandoned to the will and
caprice of every individual? Surely there
was some point, far short. of anythiug at
which the gift ceased to be liberality, at
which the giver deserved to be called a
churl? If Christianity left it undecided
whether we were to give away any propor-
tion of income or not, this other difficulty
met us. All the expenditure of one’s house-
hold was regulated by certain rules: one'’s
rent was decided by circumstances : so with
one's clothing and other items : was it at all
likely then that the one expenditure which

! much ;

in reach of his voice.  The splendor of the

equipage, and the sparkling appearance of |

the illustrious personage that occupied i(,]
soon attracted the attention of many of the |
people from the scrmon to the gorgeous ac-
Joesion which had just been made to the |
pudience by the advent of Lady Anne. The :
observant eye of Rowlard Hill soon deteet-
¢d this diversion, and his inventive mind at |
once supgested a hLazardous but effective |
remedyv. Pausing in the discussion of his |
~-1?.jm:;. and elevating his voice beyond its |
usual piich, he exclaimed, ¢ My brethren, |
Tum Q‘THH_: to hold an auction
] bespeuk your atteution for a few moments.
I have here a lady and her epuipage to ex-
pose ut public sale 5 but the lady is the prin-
cipal, and the only object, indeed, that 1 wish
10 dispose of at present; and there are alrea-
ey three earnest bidders in the ficld. The
first is the world.  Well, and what will you
give for her? 1 will give riches, honour,
pleasure.  ‘I'hat will not do. She is worth
more than that; for she will live when the
riches, honours, and pleasures of the world
Lave passed away like a snow wreath be-
neath a vernal shower.  You can
! The next bidder is the devil. Well,

wlat wiil you give for her? 1 will

all the kingdoms of the earth, and the
giory «f them.
will continue to exist when the kingdoms of
the earth and the glory of them have vanish-
td like the shadows of the night before the
You can not have her.

~ “But list! 1 hear the voice of another
bidd and who is that? Why, the Lord

aaer |

orient beams !

| and blazing.

e " are but the gilded sepulchres ; its possessions,
The Spark of Temper. | they are the toys of changing fortune ; its
. . . ) pleasures, they are but the bursting bubbles,

The fire was burning brightly on the far- | Not so in the untried bourne. In the dwell-
mer's hearth—not a quiet coal fire, in & tiny | ing of the Almighty can come no footsteps
little black grate—no; this was an old-fash- | of decay. Its day will know no darkening
ioned brick hearth ; and great logs of wood | _yyfading gple,,aors forbid the approach
were piled on it, one upon auother, cracking | o pight, Its fountains will never fail—

Among them was one of those | (hey are fresh from the eternal throne.—
logs which, for some reason or other—it is | |g alory will never wane, for there is the

hard to say why—are always spitting out | ever-present God. Its harmonies will never | from his father, who spent £10,000 a-year. |

take advantage of his easy circumstances
and fill his own coffers, and give nothing
away in acts of charity ? These were the
differences of locality. Again:—two men

his £1,000 by hard working and extreme
frugality ; from small beginnings it had
arisen to its present largeness, and now,
upon that sum he lived in comparative
affluence. The other inherited his £1,000

had £1,000 a year esch: one had acquired |

sparks all uround them ; a log uot at all sale | cease—exhaustless love supplies the song. | From the former the public had no particu-
to leave ; and, unhappily, Susan, the farmer’s | [(s youth will wear no age; yesterday, to- | lar expectations ; but from the latter, owing
wife, having been colled out suddenly, had | Jay, and forever, the same ; there shall be | to an interest which they had necessarily

trust in uncertain riches, but in the living
God, who giveth us richly all things to en-
joy : that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to
communicate, laying up in store for them-
selves a good foundation against the time to
come, that they may lay hold on eternal
| life.”” Did these and kindred commands in-
| volve duties which really bad no existence ?
| When our Lord said, “ Take no thought for
| to-morrow,” was it to be understood that a
| Christian man was not to take thought for
]even the honest providing of his family with
food and necessaries ?—Nay, a man could

or vendue and | never given one look at the

not have |

That will not do; for she |

fire.
| spit !
iepark ! never mind, no harm will happen ;
(it Las fallen into a large busin of water.—
| There is « moment’s hissing, as if the clear,
cold water did not understand such a fiery
viritor so all unlike itself’; but the water has
prevailed—the spark is quite extinguished.
| Spit! spit! goes the log—out flies another
!spark! Where will this light?
| len into a wisp of dry hay, with which Susan
| was going to pack a basket. The hay is so
dry, it catches like tinder. - O, what a blaze !
It is well it is a brick floor, and that nothing
 else is near, or the whole house might have
been on fire. Susan must make haste home
| —but Susan does not come home; and now
it is worse than ever, for the very next
| spark that flies out lights on the farmer’s
i gun-powdor flask, carelessly left open on the
table. There is not much powder, but
enough to do great mischief, for, of course,
|it explodes at once, and crash goes the
| window, part of the side of the house is

It has fal-

Spit! no winter there, with its blasting winds and | had vested in them, much was expected;
went the log, and out flies a great | plighting airs; no scorching heat to dry up |and yet, unfortunately, wuilst the first was

life’s young blood. Spring perpetuul is the
| ceason of eternity. Sickness shall not waste |
| the frame; it shall bloom with imwmortal
| vigor. Ilope shall not pine in fear, fruition
| shall gladden faith. Energy shall not grow
I slack in service ; the faculities shall not wea-
ry or decline.
Eternity !—Shall I reap its pleasures, or
/its pain? Shall I bear its cross or wear
its crown? Shall I dwell in its palace-home,
| or its pit of woe ? Shall I hear its soothing |
| harmonies, or its doleful discords? O thou
! Father of my spirit, spare me the horrors of
| those unending ages, where the furrows of
[time come not to the heart of anguish;
:whore memory blots out no rccord of the
| guilty past, and sin sinks the soul in the
| depths of a mornless night.  Let thy lite re-
| new my being, and the present shall not be
| hopeless, nor the future joyless.— Christian
| Chronicle.

{ pose of alms, just because he enjoyed the
| same amount of income, was neither just nor

| of the two was just able to provide his fami- |

| not discharge his duty to himself, to his
| neighbour, or to God, without * thought for
| to-morrow.” Nearly all the solemn things
which were imposed upon us by God de-
manded thought. Nearly every important
duty lay beyond the range of the moment.

royally rich on his £1,000 a.year, this man
whose habits were formed on a costly model,
was even in comparative poverty aud embar-
assment with his £1,000. Here, then wus
a difference of family and station. Now,
each of these sources of modification (locali-
ty, family, and station) had numerous rami-
fications, and all went to show that to ex-
pect from every man a stated sum tor pur-

morrow,” the activities of the human race
would be reduced to a few manual and un-
| important concerns. If the letter, however,
| of the passage were to be obstinately stuck
| to, to the letter he would even uppeal.—
What said the letter? “ Lay not up for

generous. Nor did he (Mr. A.) when speak- |
ing of this subject, mean that all were bound
to give away the same proportion, however
the gross amount of that income might bear
it. There were two brothers living in the
same town and having a similar number of yourselves treasures upoa earth, where moth
c!nh.iren.:—bere, locality and family, as mo- | and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
difying influences, were equal. The elder | ek through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
{ thieves do not break through nor steal.”—

ly with convenient house-room, frugal food,
humble clothing, and passable education ; he

Jesus Christ. Well, what will you give for | blown out, and the rose which climbed upon |
! *1 will pive grace here, and glory |it torn down. It wili take many days, and |
Lereafter s an inheritance incgrruptible, un- | many dollars too, to repair the damage that |
defiled, and that fadeth not away.’ Well! spark bhas done; and years must pass before’
well ! N < | P 1 )
well .—=aid the preacher—blessed Jesus, it | the traces of it are altogether gone.
ust as 1 expeeted ; just the noble genero- |
. . |
ot to display. I will

Selfishness Unchristian.
Live for some purpose in the world. Act
your part well. €onduct yourselves so that
you shall be missed with sorrow when you
You will be more than usually happy, my | 4re gone. Muliitudes of our species are
| friends, if you never come across a cracking  {iving in such a selfish manuer that they are

6r?

18 )
sity whieh ti .
Iy which thou art we

was, however, totally unable to lay up any- |

thing which might iend to open their way
in the world and effect them a settlement in

life ; but, notwithstanding this, knowing to

whom he owed his daily bread, he set apart
one-tenth of his incomings to the glory of
God. The younger brother had been dif-
ferently prospered : his children slept in

Now, he submitted, that moth and rust

| never corrupted treasures which were em-
|

| hoards.
|

| ou

place her at your dispesal, ¢She is black,
but comely,”and you shall be the purchaser. |
I.et heaven and earth authenticate this trans- I
' . {\nd then turning to Lady Anne,
who had listened to this bold and adventy. |
rous digression with the commingled vmo-‘
tious of wonder and alarm, the speaker, with
address, exclaimed, « Madam !
madam ! do you object to this bargain ? 1{.,-.'
mewber, you are Jesus Christ’s property
from this time henceforth and for evermore,.
Heaven and carth have attested to the so.
*mn and irreversable contract! Remem.
ber you are the property of the Son of God.
He died for your rescue and your purchase.
- Can you, will you, dare you object 77

The arrow thus sped at a venture, under
:\’-"f guidance of the divine Spirit, found its
m;‘t?mti{:f-hc'hwm of Lady Anne, and she was
g (bel‘l"l}dlc('j to the cross of the Messiah,
Vation mi‘:l“ which was pierced for our sal-
eal 1 ;n e;xtrln_c! the barbed shaft, and
ediy jog: ahng W rich had been so unexpect-
Snui cted. She _became subsequently
» ¥ considerable extent, with

’
action,

nimitable

log, spitting its sparks of fire. I do not pot Jikely to be remembered after their dis-
mean a log of wood on the hearth, butone of | yppearance.  They leave behind them
those fiery tempers whose angry words fly | searcely any. traces of their existence, bat
like sparks all around. Notice, the mischicl'| gre forgotien almost as though they had ne-
done depended not only on the spark, buton  ger been. They are, while they live, like
the place where it fell. When an angry one pebble lying unobserved among a million

word falls on a single, loving heart, there will | o l,ore, and when they die, they are like |

be a moment’s pain—all the sharper because | (hat same pebble thrown into the sea, which
such words are strange there—but it v.w“ | just rufiles the surface, sinks, and is forgotten
not last ; by one of those soft answers which | without being missed from the beach. They
turn away wrath—by some good-tempered | gre neither regretted by the rich, wanted b,
merriment, turning aside ill-will—by some | the poor, nor celebrated by the learned.

spacious rooms, their clothing was rich, and | o¢ .
their oducuion'hld been generously afford- s

every one of them, for' their '“‘_‘"e welfare, | the execrations of earth arise and all the
and if they did no&‘ultlmltelx live In com-| denunciations of heaven peal. Leaving the
| fort and affluence, it was entirely their own
fault. Was that man to content himself
with rendering the same amount of acknow-
y God as that which his brother

. Considerable effort had been

rother to render that acknow-

| lesson.

!means or other, the loving heart will con-
| quer ; there will be no flame there! But if
it fulls on an irritable temper, ready, like the
|dry hay, to take fire at anything, what a
iblazu there will be! It wili be well if such
| & one is aloue at the moment, for it others
are near, the flame will be in danger of run-
ning rpund rapidly. Do not boast of having
too bigh a spirit to brook a word of reproach
—it ig dangerous to be dry hay when sparks
are flying! But, above all, do not be a flask
of gunpowder; do not join malice and re-

venge (9 a hasty temper; do not let every

| Who has been the better of their life 7—
Whose tears have they dried up? whose
! wants supplied? whose miseries have they
| healed 7 Who would unbar the gate of life,
| to re-admit then to existence ? or what face
| would greet them back again to our world
with a smile? Wretched, unproductive
| mode of existence! Selfishness is its own
| curse ; it is a starving vice. The man who
.does no good, gets none. He is like the de-
sert ; neither yielding fruit, nor seeing when

good cometh ; a stunted, dwarfish,miserable,
Mb-—-ﬂﬂ’. J; 4' Jm-

ledgment, -but comparatively little or no
effort was needed on his part: his gift would
neither affect »his conveniences nor his lux-
uries ; it affected but his hoards of money.
If then his brother ought to give away a

[ tenth, what ought heto give? Take another

illustration :—A man twenty-five years old
was enjoying a modest income, and gave
away one-tenth of it to the Lord, spending
very little upon his own establishment.—
Visit him in the course of twenty-five years,
and he might be there found spending on
bis establishment ten times as much as be-

ation and a snare.” It is also said, * Do
not make haste to be rich,” that is, as if
being rich was the sole object of existence.
« He that hasteth to be rich shall not be
innocent.” “ He that maketh baste to be
rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not
that poverty shall come upon him.” Again,
that precept of our Lord seemed to say, Do
pot adopt selfishness as a means to become
rich. Natural reason, man’s carnal mind,

and one’s common feeling, he knew, said,

«If I am to become rich, | must become %0

{

! world, there was a relizion which held that

|
]

|

| ployed in active investment, going round the | would say, the horrible conclusion, that
world serving man; they only corrupted | Christianity had lowered the standard of a
And the letter of that preceptivinuef
| applied only to hoards, hoards laid up by |duty of giving a proportion of one’s income
those who were afraid to trust their money | had grounds to rest upon, which might be
t of their sight, in the service of God or | thus stated.
It was only against such hoards | of the Christian religion. That needed no
: : [that the letter of that precept bore; and |special argumeat.
ed to them : he could lay by in store for | against such hoards, he would say, let all| Testament cried aloud in attestation of it.—

!

| letter of the precept and coming to its spirit. | *“God loved the world and guve His only be-
|he argued that it did teach many a good | gotten bon.”
It seemed to say, Do not resolve | himself for us.” Nor did this giving stay
[to be rich, young man,—never makc up|at the point of bounty; but passed on to
| your mind to die worth £30,000. Any such | that of sacrifice.
| resolution was evil, and what would come of | the adoption of the Gospel woke up and
it? “They that will be rich fall into tempt- | found himseli the heir of a giving and heri-

alone connected us with the gracious move-
ments of God, and the hopes of the world
to come, was, solitarily, left the football of
passion or of change? Nor was it so res-
tricted as to be confined to exactly one-tenth,
There was no principle of the law or the
Gospel that glanced in the direction of bind-
ing to the tenth, specifically. There could
be no controversy on that matter.
it were said tlat men were at liberty not to
give away a tenth, but to make up their
miuds to give less than a tenth; then he
would dispute it :—a controversy would then
arise. If'a man was at liberty to give some-
thing less, then it was lawful for a Christian
to be more sellish than it was for a Jew.—
There was no controversy on this point,—
that every Jew was blessed with a religion
which required that oce-tenth of his income
should be sacrificed to holy objects. II,

| lj‘or to-morrow the sower scattered his seed ; | therefore, it was lawful for a Christian to .
{for to-morrow the reaper gathered; for | give away less than a tenth, then Christian- | say to every Christian, “ Go to tha
to-morrow the miller ground; for to-morrow | ity had lowered the standard of the virtue | with the question proposed, and by Lonest
the weaver wove ; for to-morrow the builder | of seli-denial, of superiority to this present |logic and calm clear reason, take thean
reared his roof; and if a stop were to be | evil world, of unselfishness, of love to God

put to all that labour which referred to *““io- | and man put into practice, and ‘all other vir-!

tues. Before Christianity came into the |
standard up to that point; and had it come
to this, that our religion of self-sacrifice and
love of Christ’s cause had actually brought
down the standard of liberality lower than it
stood when she came to warm this cold world ?
He knew some would attempt to escape this
conclusion by speaking of Levites, and so
on. But he would solemnly say that, what-
ever evasions might be made, though these
were ten thousand in number, yet, like so |
many lanes, when arrived at the end of
each, the conclusion would be come to, he

But he firmly declared that the

Giving was an essential part
The whole of the New

The system of redemption, from beginning
to end, was one prodigious process of giving.

« Tt

1e son loved us and gave
Every one who received

tage of giving that began at the eve of time,
and would keep pace with the flow of eter-
nity. Then, we were told, “[( is more
blessed to give than to receive.” Christian-
ity appointed that our giving should be both
bountiful and cheerful. It was not enough
that we should give, but we must give much.
“ He that soweth sparingly shall reap spar-
ingly ;" so that, applied to the Christian’s
giving, we might infer that the amount must

But if

It was remarkusble that some,

at liberty 1o give as il

that passage as a rule

interred theretrom

loved a cheertul giver, helk

Dut the passage impicd that

to be unsparing and ungrud:

“ Don't spere when jou i
grudge when you muke sacriiices.
not leave 1t o us to decide whet!
we were at jiberty to spare our
settled that for us; we were (v i
In ordinary life, we mwight somcti
sparing, a cheerful, and a grud

the Patriotic Fund, Le heard

was, he would acknowledge, &
oceasion ; every onc shoald ao his d
but really one had so much o gy
bhand was never cut
would give a guinea, Lowcver.

very politely, perhaps; we lo

as politely intimated that from i i
position, something butier was exp

£50  Oh! but tuat was a subsciipu
thy of a nobleman; he couid no

we were welcome o |
mite! From him we went to a
a similar means, who at once
£100. The former of these
though a sparing giver : but the se
neither a sparing nor a gruding one.
other, a Mr. Sharp, on whom we
would reply, Oh yes; it is agreat occas
all the chief people are giving; L al

do something, and that respect

ked to look at our books, and «x¢i
1!

Lilide L

of one's

Ked

Gao d,

N
ST

Was Q4 Chivy

a»
What, Good down for £1007
first
has served me so; a very forward mon il
I won't let him stand before me for th

I will also give £100. Tty while
be was giving it, he gradged it in s haaait,
His act, while it professed to be periorind
out of consideration to oi'ers, was in readiy
an act done out of consideraticn to himseit,
The greedy man that would give a hivtle
gave it politely and made a virtue out of it
the vain man who must be important in 21
ing, grudged the price he paid for Lis im
portance. But the religion of the G <peel
required large Learts and sacrifi and
cheerful hearts when those sacriices were
made. Less than one-tenth did not come
up to the standard of the G sspel of Christ
Whilst Christianity ordained that our givii,
should be buth cheerful and unsparivg, it
ordained that it should be in proportion fto
our means. * Upon the first day of th
week, let every one of you lay by lim in
store, as God hath prosperced him, that ticr
be no gatherings whe.a I come.”

By this, the scale, which should ropolate
our liberality, was taken out of the hauds ol
chance, or of private disposition, or ol a -
dontyand assumed by the divine sovercis i
[t was settled in the New Testament, O
giving was to be proportioned to God's il
to us, but that passage made no decizion a3
to what the application of the proportionate
principle should be. A man gave one ithon
sandth of his whole: he observed the pio-
portion as much as the man who gave oo
tifth : he could plead that he gave o G
had prospered him. ‘The question ther
fore came, what was giving God had
prospered?”  He (the Lecturer) opene
the New Testament, and he thought it w:
hardly possible to open the Sacred Orac
for an answer to a more solemn question —
tere the liberality of the rich nan was
sanctioned : Lere the two miles of the poor
woman were applauded: Lere the libevality
of such of the church at Jerusalem as pos-
sessed houses and lands in selliug them, to
make distribution “unto every man accord-
ing a8 he had necd,” was detailcd; and tho
it was not set forth as an example, batmer
ly as a historic fact, yetit was not reproved.
The church at Macedonia, though n deep
poverty and afiliction, abounded in riches of
liberality, and their record was writien fur
the benefit of all christians. They gave be-
yond their means. Turning to the Word of
God, he found himself surrounded by an at-
mosphere of fervent love and entiiisiasic
benevolence,—Dby a feeling of which the only
suitable words were “ Glory to God in the
highest, on earth peace, good will-to n
—of whaich the only suitable decds weie,
distributing, communicating, makinz su
sacrifices as these with which God was vl
pleased, stimulated by the exuinple of apos
tles forsaking all, oi widows sclling ali, of
churches distributing all, and cspecially ol
the Grea’ Master always giving, ncver =i
ing, but even crowning his owu carcer by
giving himself a ransom for all. I
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from that New Testament ;" and it wouid
at once be found that any thought of
tenth as a specitic rule was compleic!
of sight, and a style of hiving mu.t b
ed from which he feared there was
a man there who would not shrink.
with gold as with other attractive
—the amount of attraction

the mass of it. When gold
very small particles, or when it s at
tance, it exercised but litde iniluenc
when grown to an immense muss, ol
in one's very arms, then it was iy
tractive to the Lcart and the ecye.
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{ were fearful to press New Testament pre-

cepts and examples; lct them o ien (o
the Old. In the Levitical dizpensativn
head of every family was requirel to
tenth to the ministering tiibe of Levi; a
second tenth to the support of the tem)le,
and every third year unother tenth to (i
poor, besides long, costly journics to the
temple, trespass offerings, and other roli-
gious charges imposed or sanctioned; il
in addition to these, were free-will oficrin. -
Pat these together, and it became evilout
—beyond question—thut cvery head w
required to give away one-fifth—prob Gbly.
one-third—of all he reccived or pos=c
year by year. Go further back ’!“ thes
triarchs,—beyond the days of Moses;
there, on the road-side, was once to be

a young man, rising from lLis !. "
had no house, no home—worshipp
and solemnly vowing that il Le wo il

bim food and raiment—bue asked no m

he would surely give a tenth to Lim.

it would be seen that in the Patriarchi]
pensation a tenth portion was the ace
portion ; in the Mosaic, that proporti

raised by express enactment toa (ifth;

the Mosaic to the Christian, was it a4 ri-in 2
or a falling? Were we coming into a eolder
or into a warmer atmosphere? Tiic univer
sal conscience of man would judze of
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be unsparing. It must be given cheel:fully,
100 ; t‘o'; « the Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”

religion by this,—how much of love and ot




