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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

———
BY THE REV. F. P, HICKEY,

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
sy i
THE REDEEMER

“Your redemption is at hand.” (Luke xxi, 28,)

Solemn and sublime thoughts
should lift up our hearts at the
beginning of this holy time of
Aavent. The anniversary of the
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coming of our Redeemer is at hand ; |

and gratitude for that blessed com-
ing bids us raise up the eyes of our
soul, and reverently peer into the
mystery of God’s goodness in decree-
ing that a Saviour should be born
to save His people from their sins.
From all eternity the Almighty had
determined to create mankind.
From all eternity He knew of the
fall, of man’s sinfulness and rebel-
lion against Him, so that it would
come to pass, as the Seripture says,
*““It repented Him that He had
made man’ (Gen. vi. 6. Hig
justice was outraged; His mercy
despised. And poor fallen
what could become of him? He
could not retrieve the past.
could not atone for his own mis-
deeds. Was there no salvation for
the human race ?

A God was needed to make repar-
ation and atonement for the out-
rages against a God ! for the out-
rages of unbelief, of blasphemy, of
hatred, of the impurities, and of all
the evils that spring up from the
depraved hearts of sinners. Then
was the mystery of love declared
that astounded heaven ; that caused
countless angels to rebel ; for poor

fallen man was to be more honored |

than themselves. The second Pey-
son of the Blessed Trinity willingly
offered Himself to come to the
rescue of mankind. As God,
could not suffer, but a body and a
soul united to the divine Person,
and behold Emmapuel—God with
us, our Redeemer! *‘ Behold! I
come,” He said. A Man to suffer ;
a God to offer ! The justice of the
Almighty to be placated ; His
mercy to be thanked ; His love to
be requited! And the gates of
heaven to be opened to repentant
man This is the tidings of great
joy that Advent brings to the faith-
ful.

But how
understand of the divine mercy
that was to come! True, God's
chosen people knew that a Messias,
a Saviour, had been promised. The
prophets had spoken of Him. De-
vout men had longed for His com-
ing and prayed that they might live
to see it. But as time went on
these holy aspirations faded, and in
a very different and earthly way
the children of Israel looked for
their deliverer. A leader, a ruler
to establish an earthly kingdom, a
prince of peace was their expecta-
tion. Vague was their knowledge,
and their yearnings were for some-
thing infinitely lower than what
was to come. Not an earthly king-
dom but a heavenly one was their
Saviour to establish, not transient
glory that would shortly perish,
but immortality amidst indescrib-
able splendor and huppiness.* He
was to come not to rule merely, but
to love mankind. He was to come,
not to be inaccessible and seldom to
be seen, but to be with them, one of
them, whose delight was to be with
the children of men.

Oh! how blessed are we, who
know so well this Saviour, *‘ this
most high God and our Redeemer ”’
(Ps. Ixxvii. 85.) He that had been
promised, came not only for the
people of Israel, but for all man-
kind. He came to *“‘save His
people from their sins” (Matt.
L 21.) Let us realize it more
intimately. He came not simply to
proclaim a universal pardon for all
the multitude of the children of
men. He came forme! To pardon
me, to win my love, my loyalty : to
recognize me as His child for whom
He had opened the gates of heaven.
And is this all? What could hope
expect more than this? If He had
brought us redemption once, would
not this have been an infinitely
bountiful mercy ?

Let us bow down in humble con-
fusion as we think of this! For-
giveness once; restored to our
heavenly Father’s fayor once! An
eternity of thankfulness would not
suffice to pay for suh a mercy. But
what is the reality? Oh! the
times and times that He has poured
out upon our souls His ‘‘ copious
redemption.”” Our very sins bring
out His merey more and more. We
are the children of the merciful
goodness of God! Let us recall
with = grateful hearts the times
without number that our redemp-
tion — our forgiveness — has been
renewed. It is always at hand
indeed. An act of sorrow; a
humble owning of our sins ; and He
that came to redeem His people
from their sins ratifies the words of
absolution, and our sins are for-
given us once again. And our
relapses. what do they mean? Do
we not believe in our forgiveness ?
Do we despise it? Are we not tres-
passing on the Almighty's patience,
tempting Hm to repent that He
made us ?

Let us resolve that this rejection
of God’'s pardon shall never oceur
again. But as this blessed anni-
versary of the coming of our
Saviour approaches, let us prepare
our hearts to receive Him and bid
Him/ welcome. No wonder good
people rejoice at holy Christmas-
! Itis not a mere memory of

little did the world

time !
the redemption that came, but it is
an actual redemption that comes
again to the souls of men. How
many anniversaries of His coming
have we celebrated, and yet we are
no better than we are! To so

man, |
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many in the world the message of
Advent finds no admittance to their
hearts. But to us it must not be
s0. We must prepare a home for
Him, lest the first coming should be
repeated:» ‘““He came unto His
own, and His own received Him
not" (Johni. 11,

ADVENT

The first Sunday of Advent is the
beginning of the ecclesiastical
year. The word Advent means
‘coming.” Three comings are
symbolized by this word, the coming
of the Incarnate Word into the
world on the first Christmas, the
| coming of Our Lord into our souls
| in Holy Communion, and the coming
| of the same Lord as the Judge of
| the living and the dead. During
| this season we are accordingly
admonished to prepare ourselves
| worthily for the commemoration of
| the anniversary of Christmas, by
| making our souls fitting abodes for
| Our Lord’s coming in Holy Commun-
| ion, in order to make ready for
| His final coming at the end of the
world

In Advent the Church has beauti-
| fully arranged her liturgy to

prepare our souls for this three-
1 fold coming. In her official prayer, |
the Breviary, she calls upon her
t priests to adore ‘‘the Lord, the

King thatis to come,” *‘the Lord |
already near,”” ' Him whose glory |
| will be seen on the morrow;”’ she |
| prescribes readings from the |
‘;mn[nhvt [saiah, who scathingly
| rebuked the chosen people for their
ingratitude in forsaking and for- |
| getting God their Father, and who |
| accurately described the Man of |
| Sorrows in His coming, His passion |
| and death, and in His final glory.

In the hymns of the Advent season
the Church combines praise for the
coming of Christ, the Creator and
Redeemer of the world, with hope
that the coming Judge of the
world will protect us from the
|enemy. In the last seven days
before the vigil of Christmas, the
same ideas are expressed in the
eloguent antiphons for the Magni-
ficat. She calls on the Divine
Wisdom to teach us the way of
prudence, on the Key of David to
free us from bondage, on the

darkness and in the shadow of |
death, on the Leader of the house of |
Israel to redeem us from eternal
flame, on the Root or Jesse to
liberate us without delay, on the
King of Nations to come and save
men whom He created, and on |
Emanuel, God with us, King and |
Lawgiver, the Expected of Nations i
and their Saviour, to come for the |
salvation and healing of all man- |
kind. ]

The keynote of the Advent pre- |
paration is given in the Epistles
and Gospels of the successive Sun-
days, in the epistles she exhorts the
faithful that since the Redeemer is
nearer, they should cast aside the

armor of light, waik honestly as in
the day and put on the Lord Jesus
Christ. She shows that al! nations
are called to praise the name of the
Lord and asks them to rejoice in
the nearness of the Lord, so that
the peace of the Lord which sur-
passeth all understanding may keep
their minds in Christ Jesus, and she
admonishes them not to pass judg-
ment, for the Lord when He comes
will manifest the secrets hidden in
hearts.

In the Gospels the Church speaks
of the Lord coming in glory, of
Him in whom all prophecies are
being fulfilled, of the Eternal
walking in the midst of men. She
leads John the Baptist from the
desert and makes him the official
preacher of her Advent message.
The message which John preaches
is a message of perance. ‘‘ Prepare
ye the way of the Lord.” To the
love of pleasure in the world, to the
search after material things, to the
pagan denial of the Divinity and
Sovereignty of Christ, the holy
season of Advent comes as a timely
and effective antidote. For the
establishment of enduring peace
among nations, it is the best
preparation.

During this season as Cardinal
Wiseman says : *‘ We are not dryly
exhorted to profit by that blessed
event, Christmas, but we are daily
made to sigh with the Fathers of
old * Send down the dew, ye Heavens
from above, and let the clouds rain
down the Just One ; let the earth be
opened, and bud forth the
Redeemer.” A well spent Advent
with penance and prayer, is the
best preparation for the threefold
coming of Christ, which this holy
season typifies.—The Pilot.

PASSION PLAY

FOSTERS THEATRE MOVEMENT

By Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Baron von Capitaine

The Passion Play at Oberammer-
gau has been presented for the last
time until ten years shall have
elapsed, and the little village has
settled downto its accustomed quiet.
Offers of fabulous sums from Amer-
ican motion picture concerns for the
privilege of filming the Passion
Play have been turned down be-
cause of the piety of the villagers
which makes them regard proposals
to commercialize their play as
highly improper.

It is not generally realized, how-
ever, that plays similar to the one
presented “every ten years at
Oberammergau are not at all un-
common in Germany. Several
villages in Bavaria present similar
plays and in the Rhineland passion
plays have been presented at Stiel-

| connect
| time with real intrinsic magnitude
| of events is but a delusion.

dorf.on-the-Siege in the Cologne
archdiocese every ten years for
several decades. In the past few !
years the ‘‘Freilichtheater’” move- |
ment has made great progress in
Germany. Plays are presented by
amateurs in the open air and with- |
out a stage,

At Cronenbourg, a little village |
of 400 people, the play ‘“William
Tell” has been presented almost
every Sunday for the past two |
years by the peasants. This presen-
tation has attracted widespread
attention and it is estimated that
60,000 visitors have witnessed it.
The Catholic priest, Father Saier, |
at Oettigheim, has directed the
presentation of the Biblical play
“‘Joseph of Egypt,”” written by
Sebastian Wieser. More than 800
peasant actors and a choir of 350
men take part in this production.

The objects back of all this re-
newed interest in amateur dramatic
art are the stimulation of patriotism
and the promotion of Christian
morality, The Catholies of Ger-
many have become, to a large ex-
tent, disgusted with the morality of
the professional stage and are striv-
ing to create Christian theatrical
standards.

—

Prayer lends heaven to earth ; the

| supplications which the latter sends
| up to the former fall back in a soft

dew to refresh hearts parched by

the burning breath of affliction.
The tendency of man’s faney to

magnitude of space and

Three
hours are but a drop in the ocean of
Eternity, and a wooden cross but a
point in the infinity of space ; and
yet they were sufficient to complete
in them the great miracle of man’s
redemption.
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“The Home Test
Is The True Test”
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to wives and mothers of Drunkards a trial treatment
of the Wonderful Egyptian cure, SAMARIA
for

proved is a disease and not a habit
Prohibition Legislation can't cure the unfortunates.
can be given in Tea, Coffee or any liquid food.
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SAMARIA REMEDY CO.

142 MUTUAL STREET, TORONTO
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Have YouThese“Trifling” Ailments?

Does it hurt you to stoop,—~have you sharp shooting or
intermittent pains—are
head ache frequently,—is your appetite poor, and your tongue
coated,—does your back constantly ache?

Just tritling ailments, you say. On the contrary you are in
These symptoms are nature’s warnings that
your kidneys are out of order. Neglect is sure to prove disas-

you dizzy at times,—does your

The quickest and surest means of regaining and retaining
perfect health is to take a course of Gin Pills—the world’s
finest corrective for all kidney and bladder troubles.
Sold everywhere, 50c. a box. Money back if they fail to help.

NATIONAL DrRUG &

Co. or CanADA, LiMITED, TORONTO
UNITED STATES ARE THE SAMI PILLS SOLD IN CANADA
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$8: NA-DRU-CO., INC. 86-88 EXCHANGE ST. BUFFALO, N. ; M
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Here [t Is-—-The Old
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No Treatment for Coughs and Colds Was
Ever So Satisfactory

All these years Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and
Turpentine has held its place in the family medicine chest
because there has been nothing to equal it.

It holds the confidence of all as the most certain re-

lief from Croup, Bronchitis, Whooping Cough

stiima.

and

Saved from Pneumonia

Mr. W. O. Kidder, R.R. No, 1, Noyan,
Que., writes:—"] think Dr. Chase's
Syrup of Linseed and Turpentine is just

for coughs and colds, Two

Ont.,

wonderful
bottles entirely freed my cough after I
had tried every other cough medicine
| knew of. I feel sure it saved me from
having pneumonia, and | cannot re-
commend it too highly."”

"

ago.

DR. CHASE'S *3°
LINSEED and TURPENTINE

35c. a bottle. Family size, three times as much, 75¢c. All dealers or Edmanson, Bates & Co., Ltd., Toronto.

cough for over four years, and I tried
doctors and almost ('v('r\‘tl\:ng without
results, One day an old friend asked me
to try Dr. Chase's Syrup of Linseed and
Turpt‘ntinr‘, I used five l\oll!v<, and it
worked like magic. I have never been
bothered since, and that is some years

Stubborn Cough

Mrs, Jeremiah M. Bigelow, Bigelow,
writes

“I had a very stubborn

Cuticura Talcum Is
Soothing For Baby’s Skin

After a bath with warm wa-
ter and Cuticura Soap there is
othing more cooling and re-
'shing for baby's tender skin
han Cuticura Talcum.

25¢. Ointment 25 and 50¢c. Talenm 23
hout )ominion 1adian D
, 344 5S¢, Paul St., W., Mont
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GRANT & McMILLAN CO.
387 Clinton St. Dept. R16, Toronto
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| Asthma, Bronchitis, Coughs
Spasmodic Croup
and Influenza

VAPO - CRESOLEN
62 Cortlandt St I
or Leeming-Miles Bldg., Mo

THE SAFE AND GUARANTEED
MOTH PREVENTIVE

(Jdorless Stainles

!
TAADE Faam
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@darless " RY fui}:lc ss ~Safe
GUARANTEED .- YEAR

BY A MONEY - BACK BanD

JUST SPRAY OR SPONGE
MOTH K-I. Is the SURE Moth Pre
ventive that killa Moths—destroys eggs
and larvae—without ODOR—withont
STAINING—without danger of #
and GUARANTEED for 1 YEAR by
monay-back bood.
Clothing, Rugs, Carpets Furs, etc., sprayed
with MOTH K.-L resist fire, while many moth
preventives invite conflagration. MOTH K.L
not only KILLS moths it PREVENTS
DAMAGE by the worm which eats the holes.
Combination Set, Sprayer and liquid
$1.25; postage 20 cents extra,
Liquid alone for sponging. % pint
bottle, 85 cenis; po taze 10 cents
extra. 1 pint, $1.25; postage 15 cents
extra. 1 quart, $1.95; postage 20
cents extra, or Parcel Post collect
if desired.

Drug Sales Corporation, Ltd.
314 Notre Dame 8t. W,, Montreal

Inquiries invited regarding any
special Moth problems

USE ONCE ! SAFE FOR A YEAR!

A few districts open for distributors,

1 STOPS .
ABSORB NE LAMENESS
from a Bone Spavin, Ring Bone,
Splint, Curb, Side Bone, or similar
troubles and gets horse going sound.
It acts mildly but quickly and good re«
sults are lasting, Does not blister
or remove the hair and horse can
be worked. Page 17 in pamphlet with
each bottle tells how. $£2.50 a bottle
delivered. Hcrse Book 9 R free.
ABSORBINE, JR., the antiseptic liniment
for mankind, reduces Painful Swellings, Ene
larged Glands, Wens, Bruises, Varicose Veins
heals Sores. Allays Pain. Will tell you
more if you write. $1.25 a bottle at dealerg
or delivered. Liberal tria) bottle for 10c stamps,
W. F. YOUNG' Inec., 299 Lymans Bldg., Montreal, Can)
Absorbloe and Aosoroine, Jr.. are made In Canada,




