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hes whuddered lnvolantarily
en, | know that wo well, lather
nd i% ix precisely on st oA thoae
Wedderhurn people Lhal you ses me
Lhu
| My God wald Lthe knight, LVurning
| « " {
ule I'hen my fears wore 511
founded poak, wpeak Toll me all

hal happtne aven 1o Lhe lesst de
tall, J wish knuw everything, sod
wou W Wedderburn it " Then,
mantoring | anger, he oontinued ;

‘ ’

Hpeak Francls ; | am

aiting

Nithout preamble the boy began the
relation ol hin sdventure

L8 owent b sk, aa 1 osald, In the lake
oA the Dunss Morass, for s yon kuow,
fathor, the fnest salmon In Lthe eounty
ares tound thers, The two frionds | had
vxposted wore not able Lo come, so |
wan only neoompanled by your wervant
Oauthler, who follows we ke »
which, by the way, Is nol
un ho gonerally lags

shadow,
wlwmyn |
bohlndg.'
*T'o the polnt, o the polnt, chlild |’
Intsrruptod his father lopatioatly.
* Yon, father,” wuld Vrancls, and he

tare | et e Lller
L

luorg ve mwyesl
A uL rew
w lrem

res T
w Duzbar, sis
2 alwaye a pless

wespznger trow

| remcun yo

‘Unhappy boy weB Y, what your

| imprudence has expomed you Why
did you gou and fish »o near Wedder

burn * It it had not been for your

foolish lancy, Gauthler would not now
be In vur cnemy's power.’

‘Our enemy | repsated Francis, Iy
It possible that my noble father, the
norvant of the Hegent, can have ene-
mios in Beotland 7'

‘He han,' replied DD'Arey, ‘and eruel
ones— Wedderburn above all,  Bat pay
attontion, Francls : yon must promise
me not o go ont of Dunbar for a time.’

‘Oh, father, that Ia lmpossible | Do
you want me to die of dolinss ¥’

‘And you, foollsh boy, do not scruple
to expone to death falthful servants ke
Gauthler | For doubtless this was
planned by Bir Home, Is had you
watehod, and It was you, not the
nervant, he wished to seize,’

‘I will wtay, then, father,’ sald the
boy with a wsigh, ‘not because of the
danger I might personally run, bat tor

his tastes
Fverycn

show of be

pie w

Or makes a

| that he acts thus out of affec
child Klog ; but his real int
v persosde James o entr
| o his guardiauship, and eonce master of
| the royal person, he will seize the
Hegency by main fores. Bat be shall
not accomplish bis dewigns =20 easily.
The Hamilrons are on the alert, and
ready, Il necessary, to take up arms.
I much wish, my brave knight, that |
could have in these clrcumstances the
wsupport of your presence; but it would
be lmpolitic for you to leave the fron.
tier nntil something is declded. Be.
sides, your presence on the Border is
absolotely neocessry to hold in check
the rebelllous nobles, Remain, then,
at your post until you receive further
news—that is to say, until the success
or defeat of Angus is certain, In the
event of his snceess, you must hasten
at once to the capital, where yon wonld
be in groater salety than at Duonbar,
I know you have enemies, and powerful
ones, on the Border, who would com
bine to altack yon should the Douglas
prove sucoossful. Buat for the present
be at rest; nothing will be attempted
until the divoree of Angus and the
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my happiness,
‘ Reassure

steced away, and as
| made bis preparations for departure his
| mind was filled with thoughts of a
| pleasant future.

| " “Going o Edinbargh ! he said, for
| in his joy be spoke aloud. ‘To Edin-
burgh—to the Court, What joy! One
thing only grieves me, and that is
leavinz wmy poor father; bat he has
just assured me that perhaps in less
than a month he may rejoin me. A
month | that is soop over, and then I
shall have s0 many new and beautiful
things to see there. Oh, I am very
happy ! My real life Is at last going
to begin. Bat, see, here I am talking
to wysell, and my packing is not yet
done,’

‘I cannot onderstand why this part-
ing makes me s0 uneasy,’ said Sir
Antony, when his son had left the
apartment. ‘I know I shall see him
again—soon too, perhaps, for Angus
will gncceed in his plans, and then——
Yes, T feel sure 1 shall see my son
again; and yet 1 am sad, and full of a
vague uneasiness, as if some misfortune
were about to fall on me.’

At this moment a knock was heard at

me, WE Al wee ¥ DY PR 1S 1Ot SSPORC
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He thes wrote 3 s2ort reply 8 the
Chanoslior, aad. willont undressing.
wrew pmsef or Tis oOBSR
T BE CONTINWED

g of some im-

. Heow loog he restes
t, but presently ke wa
to the sitzation by s ligh

touch on bis knee and the whisperimc
voice of his page : * They await yeu
' And wi urried glance a

5
d joy, be slippe

ne all was dider
beavy carrisges
awaited the end
borses stamped im

¥ on the crisp, bard scow, &
drivers, mufzd in their great
coats, huddied in t proteetiac
Iter of their earrisges,

Far off in the west wing of &
palace there was but little siga of
festivity, The great massive baildin:
loomed, a tower of black. One
single window was lighted, and the
slender ray that straggled forth seemed
almost swallowed in the darkmess,
Figures passed repeatedly befors it.
and the drivers noted it and wondered

Inside of the palace the ball was at
its height ; selt strains of music foated
through the long suites of rooms; for-
eign smbassadors, stately nobles, yoang
and dashing officers chatted In Httle
groups, danced with Russian beauty or
wandered aimlessly through the grand
rooms,

Long since the Czar had slipped
away, not unnotieed, for the watchfu!
eye of a pale young mobleman, who sat
far apart from the crowd, had marked
it. The Czar had gone through asmal!
door to the left halt hidden by the
harging curtains, and through dark,
narrow corridors, up long flights ef
stairs to the little room of the left wing,
where the solitary light peered out inte
the darknees.

His Majesty was expected. Mattars
of state had called him away from 43e
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gay scene in the
ohambers, As he
overy knee was b
soknowledged the
» sigh of relief p
the councillors :
their places arou
They were all
nobles of great le:
worthy of the high
One alone in the
cillor. Young ar
broad of shoulde
hev was there, b)
as captain of the
stand between hi
dangers of secre
a few whispered ¥
left the room and
dark hallway.
Nihilists were
the pale young n:
from the erowd ir
Count of Kharko
the most powerfu!
There was a wild
eyes that seeme
workings in his
himsel), but it v
smile that boded
dently waiting
minute after wn
tapping his foof
marble floor.
Finally he ar
calmness, quiet)]
half-hidden doo
wing. He entere
in the darkness
opeved. A for
Again aod still 4
and each time
ipined him, wun!
gathered there i
Not a word wa
little band starte
hall that had s
footfalls of the
avd down anoth
again, and still 1
Suddenly the
captain of the
scabbard, and
“ Halt" echoes
passageway. 1’
Then the sound
that dreaded
Y Down with the
warning ory the
lunges at the di
upon him, and
Count of Khark
But the fight
has he raised hi
crowded with :
back against th
again, with a
save the Czar (i
farious men — ¢
fight. Again 1
Fate seems to fa
atrife, for the
own in the darl
nervousne¢ss in
quick thrusts.
eyes, and he d
there is blood o
a half-met thr
broad forehead
stand the far
longer.
Suddenly the
room, It teils
escaped, and w
clears a mome
that circle of
Down the long
oat into the chi
two of tte ba
heeis. A sad
bleeding face
cries of rage a
the room above
he is countent.
Down the de:
chase continues
man who color
with his life<
the two furion
street after str
last long ; his
but with a final
narrow side str
death. Hoe lis
parsuing foots
the darkest shs
s moment he
Two panting
gone. His mir
reels and falls
ment.
3 *
The clock in
public square |
city slumbers
great tragedy
ly averted, T
empty and d
have gone to ¢
anee of the fle
curred in that
ere their depat
In frount of a
in a quiet st
figure lies pro
body of the C
of the royal g
grasps the tr
crimson blot ©
bat he is alive
And a drean
there bleeding
»o longer the
teoop of warr
little carly I
prayers at hi
Christmas evo
innocent lips
watch and gui
The dream
vigor of early
downcast heac
great Ozar.
** Count Bolk
thou sayest ;
of my guards
thine. One ¢
nounce thy fo
forever.” T
moment, The
ntters : ** Bi
And the dreas
» *

But there i
before which
scending the s
aud there is
prostrate man
doorstep, 8t
oarry him int
ministering f
away the bloc
tives to the w

Over him |




