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While science confines itself to the 
lmi>rovement of man’s earthly con
dition, and remains within its sphere 
of material development, it has a 
noble mission and is calculated to 
assist in the grand, general plan 
that originated with the Creator of 
«J1 things. But the moment science 
seeks to soar into the spiritual do
main, to tread the avenues of the 
Immaterial, to confront Cod and to 
attempt alterations in His eternal 
ordinances regarding life ond death, 
it becomes at once a mere instru
ment of destruction. No man of 
science—so-called— has over taken 
more astounding and erratic flights 
than Professor Locb. This now1 not- 
Sd biologist has sought by artificial 
means to give vitality to inanimate 
things and then to prolong animal 
life eternally. By his experiments on 
the sea urchin he claims to have 
succeeded in establishing the prin
ciple, the development and extension 
of which must overcome eventually 
that7 which is commonly called death. 
Here we have human audacity car
ried to the extremest limit of its el
asticity. With his idea of imparting 
life to matter we need have little 
concern. Were such possible, even in 
the most minute object and to the 
most insignificant degree, the 
achievement would logically upset 
the whole theory of life, the idea of 
creation, the principle of God. But 
it has been given to no creature to 
create life. The vital principle must 
come froni the author of all life, 
otherwise matter remains matter 
unto the end of all things.

But there is something romantical
ly fanciful in the professor’s scheme 
of perpetuating existing vitality. It 
is universally admitted that all liv
ing beings have & horror of death. 
Mnj>, with his splendid faculties, 
may reason himself into the belief 
that it is better, after all, that life 
is limited to a few score years, and 
that a perpetual existence in this 
world, with nil the ills and miseries 
that age brings on, is not desirable, 
yet man has a dread of that inevit
able closing of his mortal career. 
We do not mpnn that man is not 
brave, that ho fears death on ac
count. of the form it assumes; but 
we claim that human nature has an 
instinctive repugnance for the idea 
of disBolutingf Hence it is that 

.even the aged patriarch, who has 
reached four score, or four score and 
ten, still clings to life, and still 

'hopes to have a few days more on 
•earth. We are not regarding the 
euujt-ct, now, from the standpoint 
of faith, of a belief in immortality 
in a world beyond; we are simply 
considering it from the standpoint 
of human nature and its natural in
stincts.

This repugnance for death has been 
the spring of so many vain attempts 
to discover a means whereby life 
coruld be prolonged to an unlimited 
degree This aim has been at the 
bottom of all the fantastic and im
aginary stories told of Alchemists of 

• old who wore out their lives • in 
searching for the Elixir of Life, or 
-the secret of perpetual youth. Wo 
need not go to the pages of serious 
history to discover that these 
dronmere always missed, by sonic 
final accident, the attainment of

their life’s study, just as they were 
about to moLe the last test or final 
experiment. We do not think that 
the futility all such delvings into 
the heart of nature could bp more 
interestingly illustrated tbtih In the 
concluding chapters of Bulwer Lyt- 
ton’s “Strange Story," or in his 
still . more wonderful production 
•‘Zaroni." It is vain to seek in the 
domain of the material for that 
which constitutes the immaterial 
source of vitality. In other words, 
nature—be it animate or inanimate 
— in. its exemplification cannot be 
changed. Much easier to find room 
in a tub for the Atlantic than to 
discover in the finite nature the 
principle that necessarily belongs to 
the infinite. Hence it is that all 
such studies, such excessive labors, 
such prolonged experiments as those 
of Prof. Loeb, are merely a common 
loss of time, squandering of energies 
and above all of very much scienti
fic knowledge that might, if proper
ly used be of some benefit to the 
world /

In all these theories/attempts at 
discovery, vain researches through 
the storehouses of nature, we be
hold merely the evidence of human 
vanity. It is the same sin that has 
come down through the long lapse 
of centuries in one form of mani
festation or another, without inter
ruption, to our time, and that will 
probably be perpetuated as an oc
curred heritage from generation to 
generation on to the end of time. 
To know all that God knows, to 
equal the Omnipotent in knowledge, 
in power and in other attributes — 
this has pcen the pride that brought 
about all the evil that has ever ex
isted and that will ever exist on 
earth. The “non eerviam" of Lucifer 
in heaven was followed by the dis
obedience of primeval man in Eden. 
And that which brought on the ban
ishment of our first parents from all 
the happiness that the Creator hud 
bestowed upon them, is exactly the 
same spirit—manifested in another 
form—that, carried on the warfare 
between creature and Creator, be
tween the mortal and the Eternal. 
It was that spirit of disobedient 
Bride that sought to scale the bat
tlements of Heaven when the con
struction of Babel was checked by 
the confusion of tongues. It i.as 
ever been that irrational desire in 
Pi ir.y mon to compete with the All- 
Powerful to usurp the prerogatives 
that belong to Omnipotence, that 
has flooded the centuries with irréli
gion and blasted ambitions. History 
has yet to tell of a single instance 
in which success perched upon the 
standard of revolt against God. The 
mausoleum or the unknown, grave 
holds tjie ashes of each scientist 
that the world has ever produced. 
And while the proud of spiiit and 
the rebellious of heart sleep in otJli- 
vion the eternal laws of life and 
death ore perpetuated — generation 
succeeds generation with the regu
larity of the seasons, and men will 
be born, will enjoy vitality for a 
given time, and will grow old, be-‘ 
come décrépit, and finally vanish in 
death—to make room for others — 
until the last hour rings from the 
Clock of Time.

Professor Loeb may go on experi
menting, he will sooner or later 
reach his last experiment, and with 
failure burning in large characters 
upon hie ambitious scheme, he will 
illustrate by his scientific wreck the 
t’îull» of Mangan’s words that “Ilis 
life is but a sad experiment.'

MENDACITY AND VERACITY.
BY AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.

It is not my intention to chide 
and censure those who are in the 
habit of telling a lié, or those who 
tell one now and again. We are very 
often sore put to it by inquisitive 
and curious people who wish to pry 
into oui* affairs. ,We do not wish to 
be rude by telling them that it is 
no affair of theirs, so we mince mut
ters and wrong ourselves. It is gen
erally known that to tell a lie is an 
evil, yet it Is not so universally 
known why it is an evil. Now I come 
to my purpose, namely, that a false
hood is an evil, and consequently, 
not permitted. The Lev. Father 
Jonins S.J., in his treatise on mo
ral philosophy says,,that a lie- is an 
intrinsic evil, and that it is never 
permissable to tell one. 1 shall take 
bis hard facts and expatiate upon 
them.-

A lie is an external manifestation, 
either by speech or by any sign or 
act, which is contrary to internal 
cogitation. Briefly, it is a speech in 
direct contradiction to the mind. We 
have our migfl fully made up about 
a certain fact which we know to be 
the truth, and for one reason or an
other give speech to its very oppo
site.

No matter what motives actuate 
us, they do not lessen the evil.

Now that a falsehood is an evil is 
plain from the following reasons:

We are the only beings on this 
earth who enjoy the faculty of 
speech. Speech was given to us to 
manifest our internal settles. It was 
not given to us for the purpose of 
abusing it. Hence it is patent that
................ .. t the order of things to

pervert it from the in-

e in himself, 
one thing and

think another. Otherwise he would 
make out of himself a sort of dou
ble being. To himself he wishes to 
appear in such a light and to others 
in an altogether different one. Let 
it net be inferred from this that we 
are always obliged to manifest our 
internal senses to others, by no 

I means, yet it is not allowable to 
: inanHgst the contrary. For confirm- 
ntibb*of this, consider the invective 
that is showered upon and the dis
gust with which we view that man 
to whom a lie is traced. Does not 
every one shun the liar. He is an 
outcast (let the word pass) among 
men. He is distrusted, and the lust 
Person in whom we would repose a 
confidence.

Why this Instinctive abhorrence of 
the liar? Why are all men so thor
oughly at one on the baseness and 
worthlessness of the liar. The an
swer comes readily. It is thus be
cause man instinctively knows that 
to lie is ^against nature. Further
more. what would society "do with
out veracity? It is the foundation 
upon which the lofty pile, society, is 
raised. Veracity is the keystone of 
society. Without veracity society 
would crumble to dust. Society is 
the union of many for the obtain- 
ment of some end. Such a union 
would be impossible if men debased 
themselves in falsehood, because 
without mutual confidence society 
cannot exist. Deception lends con
straint. No bonds of union can 
stand against this latter. But you 
might object that a person some
times says something that is false 
which he believes to be true. T’e 
does not teU & Me, because his mind 
is in harmony with his speech.

Besides the intrinsic evil of a fa

es which follow in 
!.. not dwell upon

these. e In passing, I shall only say 
that, a lie is often fraught with dis
aster and misery for many.

In conclusion I might be tempted 
to exhort each and every on» to re
frain from this evil. Such is not 
my intention. The facts are there. 
You , it % who must bring the les
son home to yourselves.

THOS. J. NORTON.

UNCHRISTIAN TALK.
It would be very well to try and 

deepen our conviction of the badness 
and the foolishness of the habit of 
talking uncharitably. Unkindness 
and uncharitableness, not only in 
deeds but even in mere words, are 
bud and wicked because cowardly 
and cruel and unjust in themselves, 
even if God had not expressly for
bidden them.

But God has expressly forbidden 
them, and there are few bad things 
that God has forbidden so emphati
cally and with denunciations so of
ten repeated, as the vicee of the 
tongue. Whole pages of sacred 
Scripture might be quoted, from Ec- 
clesiosticus especially and the Cath
olic Epistle of St. Jam zb. denounc
ing with marvellous energy tho mis
chiefs. wrought by this inquie, evi 
this world of iniquity; and -he di
vine threats against the uncharit
able tongue did not begin with tho 
son of Sirach, nor did they end 
with the son of Alpheus, St. • nines 
the Lésé.

Although, however, the fear of of
fending the God of charity ,md the 
wi.‘ h to be 111 e the meek Heart of 
Jesus must be our supreme motives 
from abstaining from sins of the 
tongue, it is very well to strength
en our purpose by convincing our
selves on lower grounds of the fool
ishness of all uncharitable talk. It 
is not only unchristian and unchiv- 
alrous, but rude ond vulgar and un- 
civi'ived. “Pclitcne s’’ s.en s a 
strange. word to come' into such a 
discussion, yet we have introduced 
it already, and it comes into the 
only phrase we carried away from a 
retreat given to the students of 
Maynooth, very nearly fifty years 
ago, by Dr. David Moriarty, before 
he was Bishop of Kerry : “Polite
ness is the fuel of charity." One 
might expect to see it turned the 
other wav : “Charity is the fuel of 
politeness," for true politeness is 
foundtd on mutual thoughtfulness 
and consideration for one another. 
But there is a true and useful signi
ficance in the phrase that tho Bishop 
made use of : "‘Politeness is theHuel 
of charity," or, as Pure Judde. S. 
J., had said more than a hundred 
yearn before him, “Un peu de poli
tesse sert infiniment a conserver la 
charité.”

Something similar is found hi the 
little book entitled “Practical Say
ings of Mother Macaulay, Foundress 
of the Sifters of Mercy" : "She re
quired the strictest attention to por 
iiteness and good manners towards 
each othqr. She used often to Say 
that nnv departure from the rules of 
good breeding was usually the cause 
of some bieaxrh of charity, while 
'good manners add to the value of 
good works.’ That famous woman 
of the world, Madame Swetchine, as 
famous for her holiness ns for her 
social charm, said the same thing a 
little differently : “Politeness is 
one of the safeguards and exercises 
of charity."

In the Rame place where I have 
jotted down these parallel passages, 
I find three other useful sayings 
which only bear indirectly on our 
present subject of uncharitable talk. 
We mu» try never to be uncharit
able or ill natured, but always good 
natured and good humored, and so 
to keep up around us an atmosphere 
in which uncharitable talk would be 
an impossible solecism. Tie lady 
whom we quoted last exercised her
self the happy influence which she 
thus describes : * ‘There is a silent 
Apostleship, a living Credo, an in
cessant and efficacious mis. ion, 
which consists in the natural radi
ance, the true and profound con
tentment of certain holy souls; for 
the joy which such persons fuel in 
religion is of all homages the least 
suspected.

Jules J&nnin, who says that 
"Good-humored people render a ser
vice to suffering humanity,” has less 
right to be quoted here than Father 
Peter Oallwey, S.J., who is said to 
have said : “A good Iqugher is a 
godsend in a community." But he 
certainly meant his good laugher to 
be a good-natured laugher, totally 
free from ma1 ice and uncharitable- 
ness.—Rev. Matthew Russel, S.J., in 
the Sacred Heart Supplement.

AMD OATH )U0 0BRONIULB.IFÎpï
oman and her
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concerning woman and MIN sphere, 
vtfe believe that they would be pro
ductive of immense benefit to tjie 
gentler sex.

The Church is not opposodjto the 
education, and the higher educa
tion of woman; on the contrary, tho 
institutions put of number that the 
same Church controls, the great 
convents and seminaries for female 
education prove clearly How desir
ous that true mother is to endow 
woman with every ornamental ac
quit ement that she is capable of re
ceiving. In no other religion on 
earth is tfoman honored and exalted 
as she is in the Catholic Church. 
The very idea of the Mother of God, 
thé very dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception, the very precepts re
garding the example of Mary — for 
maiden and for mother— constitute 
the most glowing tribute that earth 
has ever paid to woman in any form 
and if any sphere, vHence it is that 
if Sarah Grand were to have based 
her views upon the Catholic doc
trine and practice concerning the 
female section of the human family 
she would have written something 
actually grand in its conception and 
positively beneficial to the women 
of all generations.

Another remark in that article has 
attracted our attention, and is de
serving of careful note. It reads 
thus :—“There has been 'talk lately 
in England ol the decay of domesti
city: but when the matter came to 
be sifted no proof was forthcoming 
of any decay whatever; on the con
trary. there was ample evidence that 
domestic life had been raised out of 
its old dead level of stultifying dull
ness by the better education of the 
women."

On this we might have very much 
to say, did circumstances permit. 
But we must admit that there is an 

| apparent truth in what the author 
here asserts. We do not befteve that 
proper education,- that which exer
cises a refining influence upon the 
woman, can have other effect than 
one of a beneficial nature as far as 
concerns the home life. It is not the 

j education of woman that is'the dan
ger, but it is the taking o'f woman 

j out of her natural sphere of action 
and ushering her into the domain 
that social organism has reserved 
for man. The better educated the 
woman the happier and the brighter 
the home that she is called upon to 
govern. Bv education, however, we 
do not mean the acquirement of a 
certain amount of knowledge, of 
scientific or other instruction; édu
catif» includes the moulding of the 
heart., the shaping of the mind, the 
forming of the sentiments, the in
culcation of religious principles, the 
imparting of hizh and holy ideals; 
in a word, education means the per
fecting of each and all of a wo
man’s faculties and the.bending of 
her inclinations and tastes in the di
rection of the domestic hearth.

A THAR'S MISSIONS
BY RHDEMPTON1ST0.

The Redemptorist Fathers of Sara
toga Springs, N.Y., have given 149 
missions and retreats during the 
year 1901. In addition to this work 
they have also conducted several 
very successful non-Catholic mis
sions. The following fathers are 
members of the missionary band, the 
large.'t in the United States : Rev.. 
Francis E. Klauder, rector and di
rector of missions; Revs. Francis X. 
Mi 1er, Hubert J. Zilles, James 
Feeney, William Hogan, Francis E. 
Parr, Stei hen L. Connolly, Joseph 
Hamel, John J. Heenan, Francis X. 
Bader, Ernest Cooper, Joseph Bloom 
and John B. Gui lo.

The territory covered by these 149 
missions and retreats comprises va
rious cities and towns in New 
Yoi k, Pennsylvania, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connec
ticut, Vermont, New Jersey, Mary
land. West Virginia, District of Col
umbia, Ontario, New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia. Among these for 
whom retreats were conducted were 
the priests of the archdiocese of To
ronto. Can., and of the dioceses ’ of 
Wii cna, Minn., Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and Pittsburg.

Besides the missionaries named 
above, the Rcdemi t >i ists have I ands 
of from four to six missionaries in 
the following houses ; St. Mary’s, 
Annapolis; St. Alphonsus’ Church, 
New - York; Mission Church, Boston, 
Mo> s.;*Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; St. Mary’s, North 
East, Pa.; St. Alphonses’, St.'Louis 
Mo/ St. Joseph's, Denver, Co'.; 
Kansas City, Mo.; Detroit, Mich.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Seattle, Wash
ington; Montreal and St. Anne de 
Beaupre, Canada.—Catholic Stand
ard and Times.
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FALSE JSTHATE8 OF LIFE
We cannot claim to be In accord 

with all that writers like Sarah 
Grand produce; but we find even in 
such authors flashes of truth that 
cannot be ignored. Contributing to 
the New York press a’ehort article 
upon “Woman in 1901 and Her Fu
ture," this writer has given expres
sion to some very healthy views 
concerning the sphere of woman and 
the false attitude of the modem wo
man. Her object is to show that 
the proper education of woman, for 
the purposes “of developing the best 
that is in her to the glory of God 
and for the good of mankind” is 
most desiiable. She Le Is us that 
“6o woman, worth the name has 
ever wanted to be a man," and that 
the fear of this desire to go beyond 
her sphere has caused most of 

to the enlargement 
’■ * action. If 
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LHT US GO TO DESJARDINS’.

That is what is being said this 
season among all the buyers of 
choice furs, at reasonable prices for 
both rich and poor. It is a we 1 es
tablished fact that the great house 
of Charles Desjardins A, Co. giv?s 
80 to 40 per cent, better value than 
anywhere else for the same money.

Join the icrowd, theieore, for 
Charles Desdatdins A Co., who arc 
in every way the kings of fuis In 
Canada, 1588 to 1541 St. Catherine 
Street.

CATHOLICITY IN SOOT LAND

In Scotland the Church continues 
to make wonderful progress. Mon- 
signor Fraser, in announcing the 
Pope's interest and blessing at a re
cent meeting of the Catholic Truth 
Society, said he had assured tie 
Holy Father a short time ago that 
the Scottish Catholics were organ
ized and bringing Catholic claims 
befdre , the mirde of their fellow- 

rymen. Nobl» cherches ‘were 
all over the land, schools amt

8s^«M«ic^emInariee—nureerlea °* the
future priesthood of

were preached from Presbyterian 
pulpits. They owed to Catholic par 
triots the independence in which 
they gloried, to Popes and bishops 
three at leajlt of their universities, 
and their judicial system, which was 
the pride of the empire.— Southern 
News

LANGUAGE
And Technical Education.

The Most Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer, Bish
op of Limerick, has always some
thing strong and decisive to say 
when he makes a public utterance. 
Speaking the * other day at the dis
tribution of prizes at the day school 
attached to Laurel Hill Convent, 
Limerick, His Lordship said he hop
ed that at the next distribution of 
krizes they would have recitations 
in Irish. The movement for the re
vival of the Irish language deserved 
the sympathy and co-operation of 
everyone in the country. He would 
be very glad that that school and 
all the schools in the diocese did 
their own part in furthering it. He 
had been asked, “Will it last?" and 
lie answered, “He did not know.” 
They took up a great many things 
in Ireland with great enthusiasm, 
and worked earnestly for a time. 
Ther they allowed them to drop 
away. Whether that would be the 
fate of the Irish revival or not he 
did not know, but while the great 
movement was there it ought to get 
fair play and a fair trial. He was 
glad to know that the education in 
all their intermediate schools this 
year bad taken a new turn of a 
more practical character. In that 
institution he had sometimes assist
ed at the science classes, and be 
was glad to see the girls workiug 
with thei* hands, and not only 
learning out of books, Uut learning 
to do something. The science teach
ing that had been brought into the 
girls’ and boys’ schools ought to do 
a great deal of good for the people.

If technical education was ever to 
come to anything, it must be based 
upon the work in the schools. A 
solid foundation must be laid in 
school-time, and on that they would 
be able to A*ect a superstructure of 
technical science. It was a rather 
unsatisfactory thing for the Irish 
people to see that not only at the 
head of the department in Dublin, 
but throughout every town and 
every county in Ireland, in order to 
make any attempt whatsoever at 
teaching technical knowledge it had 
been found necessary—or, whether it 
was necessary or not, it had been 
done—Go bring over a number of 
Englishmen and Scotchmen to edu
cate them. Of course they were not 
Catholics; they were English and 
Scotch Protestants who knew very 
little of this country and its people. 
It woe a great advantage when ad
ministering any system in a coun
try to know something about it; but 
of course their masters did not re
quire to know anything at all about 
any country. They were ready to 
administer to every quarter of the 
globe, and to dispense with a know
ledge of the natives. He supposed 
they would carry that principle in
to the matter,bf technical education 
throughout the country, but if they 
did they would soon find they were 
making a very great mistake, and 
would not carry their science much 
further.

The first thing these gentlemen 
had got to do—particularly tho chief 
organizers, who were the expert ad
visers of the Department of Agri
culture—was to put themselves into 
communication with the established 
educut innal, systems of the country. 
They hod to work through the 
schools that were there. The system 
of education that they had adopted 
in Ireland was denominational. Whe
ther they were Catholics or non- 
Catholics they were all agreed on 
that—that the education they gave 
their children was through denomi
national schools. That was simply a 
fact, like the Irish climate, and 
these gentlemen when they came to 
Ireland, must recognize that. If 
they thought they would be able to 
set up in Ireland a spick-and-span 
new system of their own—that they 
could shove aside the Catholic cler
gy; that they could put aside tho 
Catholic schools which, in a city 
like Limerick, had done good work; 
that they could build up a system 
of technical education without any 
co-operation on the past of the 
Catholic schools, which were estab
lished for years and years, and were 
doing enormous work, they would 
find that they were making an utter 
mistake, and after serious failure 
they would after three years simply 
Have to begin all over again.

OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY

The country is agitated about the 
observance of Sunday, remarks the 
“Messenger Magazine." It is grati
fying to us, as Catholics, that we 
never think of haviqg recourse to 
the Civil law to regulate our Sun
days In this, as in nil other mat
ters of serious import to religion 
and morality, we follow in all sim
plicity the guidance of the Church. 
Fven without referring to her au- 
thority, we are imbued with ^he 
Catholic principle, so tersely ctf- 
presst d by our Lord; the Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath; and since He instituted 
II :t« ov n day for our benefit, we find 
it natural to retrain from every
thing that would prevent us in turn 
from devoting the day to Him, from 
servile labor and unbecoming am- 
vsr\m<nts, so as to spend it in di
vine worship, with proper rest 
relaxation. By an unwritten 
the world pays tribute to the 

— pile custom of observing this 
te Catholic, because whatever 

there,*

and truly religious manner in which 
the Church has safeguarded this ob
servance from the beginning. If we 
wjeh to derive profit from the pre
sent controversy, we ehoufd take the 
pains to study the origin of this 
day, and strive to appreciate the 
spuit in which the Church has *ever 
required her children to observe it. 
If, besides, we desire, as we should 
desire, to help our fellow-citizens 
who are now agitating the question, 
whether they be members of a church 
or not, to derive benefit from the 
controversy, we can do nothing bet
ter than set them an example of true 
Sunday observance by attending 
strictly ,to what the Church requires. 
Ten million Catholics, nay 15,000,- 
000. if we have that number, as 
some compute it, out Sunday morn
ing to Mass, and many of them 
again to the afternoon or ’evening 
services, would be a moral force for 
this observance, far more effective 
than books of laws with armies of 
policemen to enforce them.

FOR FINE FURS.

Just bear in mind that there is 
no firm in Montreal who Can sell you 
such fine garments so reasonably as 
we can. Every skin we put into a 
garment matches every other ‘ skin, 
the seams are taped, the lining of 
the best quality, and the workman
ship—well, it's got to be Üie best to 
leave our store. Chfis. D<*ardins & 
Co., St. Catherine street.*

SUBSCRIBER'S SUGGESTION

Maple Island, January, 1902. 
To the Editor of the True Witness :

Sir,—Two years of the world’s his
tory' have passed away since I be
came a regular subscriber for the 
“l rue Witness," and not a nominal 
subscriber either, but a diligent 
reader of its interesting articles and 
general topics of interest and in
struction for all whose belief is in 
harmony with its columns. I have 
dei ived such a large amount of plea
sure and information from the peru
sal of the paper that I feel it ftiy 
duty to make a few'remarks respect
ing its enlargement, and trust that 
in so doing I will not be considered 
impertinent, presumptive or meodle- 
some I am not one that claims the 
right to suggest to others what they 
should do. I am simply going to say 
what I think would be a good thing 
to do, and whether or not it meets 
the approval of others, I cannot 
forego the temptation of having my 
say in the matter, and that is, to 
have the “True Witness" enlarged te 
twice its present size. I am willing 
to double my present subscription 
for the benefit of the paper, and will 
pay in advance. I am sure your 
“Curbstone Observer" will agree 
with me in what I have stated 
above. His admirable weekly contri
bution to your paper has fully im
proved me with tho belief that he is 
a gentleman of beautiful sentiment. 
When I first read his letters they 
were so fraught with religion and re
ligious sentiments, that I concluded 
he must be a priest; but when I read 
his letter, last spring, on “House 
Hunting," I at once abandoned the 
thought that he was a priest.

1 am no stranger to Montreal, I 
spent some of the best years of my 
life amongst its hospitable people, 
and would like to revisit its sacred 
edifices. Often bave I knelt before 
that venerable priest, Father Dowd, 
in St Patrick’s Church, and listen
ed to his kind and saintly admoni
tions as - my confessor. When I was 
in the prime of life often, too, was 
I charmed by the eloquence of Fa
ther O’Farrell and others who were 
living In your city during my stay, 
from 1866 to 1872. Many times 
have I stepped into St. Ann’s 
Church and listened to the manly 
voice of Father Hogan. But these 
eminent priests have all performed 
their mission here below and are 
now in the full enjoyment of their 
Blcsflod Redeemer, who sent them 
to do His will here. Many * years 
have passed since I boarded the 
train at Bonaventure Station that 
bore me away from a city that 
“was nil the world to me."

This evening brings fond recollec
tions of days gono-hyc.

Every subscriber to the “ True 
Witness" should get one more nun- 
Rcribers In order to have more good 
reading matter. We should remem
ber the old adage :
'That many can always help one, 

When one cannot always help many."
I am of opinion that no matter in 

what walk of life a man moves, 
whether he is a servant, a master, 
or a financier, he invariably likes to 
know that in discharge of his office 
he is appreciated and his work is 
approved of.

Therefore, I cannot omit wishing 
the Editor of the “True Witness," 
its staff of efficient writers, and all 
its readers, a happy New Year, 'and 
hope their efforts to make this valu
able paper still more valuable may 
be crowned with every success. 

Yours most respectfully,
A SUBSCRIBER.

THB KING OF FUR*.

No establishment in the world ef- 
fers a richer collection of furs than 
the model er tablishment of CBas. 
Desjardins & Co. Better still, their 
prices eclipse any that con be offer
ed elsewhere, in cheapness. A real 
saving of 80 to 40 per cent.— that 
is what one obtains on all furs at 
the vest counters of this establish
ment, 1588 to 1541 St. Catherine 
street. ________________

CS —There recently arrived 
in Louisville, Ky., a box containing 
relics of two Roman saints who 
were martyred in 256 A.l). The re- 
let, are consigned to Monsignor Zb- 

1»r, of St. Martin's Church, and' ore 
■■ aj^ar< .They
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