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body- Pullet selection depends* almostVtôgether mvn 'eïeZntd aLd'noV ü!* “tl in their
on appearance. ]z , . . an l now that they have been civil-

Of the hens, ec few which will have reached the keen toShl^Su land’ out of their element, they

a*-**-.i-^»^ers^sss
£■**,1™,”»”° Irl-li,"!",,!!'1;!" S “
glve an excellent opportunity to be sure of the right I can 
best layers, and the "time of year which thpv Hr» rnmniatoi
their best work, but as this is not extensively r.eonle d Y ^ anyt,hing in nature-
practiced on the farms one must rely upon ob another unplea^anT word To -,
servance to a large extent. The person who feeds Pleasant word to describe it.
the hens day after day and week after week who * * *
gathers the eggs and takes all care of the ’flock, ^ T° begin with, I shooed the ducks from under 
if he keeps his eyes open can form a pretty good the granary. Though I was loath tn di«t,,rh 
idea of the relative value of his hens, provided he duty must be done. The whole flock
has some mark by which to distinguish them. It ™th a simultaneous “quack” and scattered
r'tUryflr,Chrya POUfltry rner to leg-band all a near-by Puddle. "Squattered” is
his birds as this is the only way to be sure of actly tbe nght word, and I Have the authority of 
their ages. Watch the hens carefully. q0 Burns for using it : y
the pen early in the morning and when the twi­
light commences to fall qt night, and you will “ Awa’ ye squattered like
etVTnd 0fbusy s^tchZg IT theVZLS ' ' °“ WhiSt,Ü*

to go to roost at night, ^ndîh^wo'hkers^n this and sounds * they^m^01^11 sïo^'"^06

thaT sticks to"the nerr^for^ ^ Iayers' A hen rea«hed a place of safety they all stopped “and be^ Reference has already been made to the cam- 
day usually becomes fat And'SSri8161^'11^ °f the S8? wiggiing tfieir tails. Then I saw a great plaints ot growers of a scarcity of buyers. While
eggs to nav for the fond wh h °m layS enough bSbt- Duck language is not expressed with the this condition of affairs is lamentable, and while SS SLSgJSto KlfS t'.“ Wi,th “>« 5°„s^erRble fruit may bo practically wasted, there
from which the hens or millets came- tw - f7i!S bout tbe sounds they utter that would make it ,s no doubt that the situation would be greatly
poultry man shouldbesure tha t tXZ’ „ S’ the lmP°stslb,e for them to carry on a connected con- relieved if co-operative methods of marketing
good laying strain, and then as nolnt^6 Ti,*1 'ersation. With their tails it is different. They were adopted by the growers in those localities
should exercise good judgment in culling keenin'3 m^wMe^ î'u glve.an infinite variety to the way from which these complaints originate,
only the best d^evelo^ed^ost proSg ^rd/ oy satisfacSn CM eXPresa The average buyer is no1 Poking for fruit in
and outside of actual trap-nesting and egg rer- emotion hv th’„ c“”terapt’ surprise, or any other small lots, and the consequence is that many
ords, he has done all there is to do in the matter Did vou ever =en 1D?P f. 'f.‘gg .ing of their tails, owners of comparatively small orchards have
of deciding upon what shall constitute his flock such a wav as to 1,110 the water in difficulty in placing their crop in the buyers’ hand,of winter layers. onst.tute his flock ^h a way as to leave only its tail exposed ? If If co-operative organizations were formed by a

™i « J „ " n ,neVer fal‘ lo te11 when it man’- number of growers in these sections and the fruit %
Ky wav it would w’Cy,r0>t T ,a snail by the were sold by the associations, many of the corn­
in’ they are very happy they can wiggled* PlBintS mentioned would doubtlea8 1)6 eliminated, 
tails so fast that all the eye can catch is a sort 
of hazy blur. At other times, when they are at­
tending to their toilet and rubbing themselves 
down with the backs of their heads, they will give 
their tails a little flirt that is just as proud as

are so active that pr°ud- 1 thlnk if 1 set myself to it I could write
I would have to be feeling particularly fit and to t ,bU!1®tla oa ^he language of duck tails. After
be prepared to take a day off for the job. Now tads a 'one^ottr in^ St°°d “d WÎggled their 
that I have looked into the matter I find that the entirely disrespectful 
old hen that hatched them misled
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The Season’s Fruit Markets.
account of the large 

crop in the Western States, are likely to be well 
supplied, says the Dominion Fruit Crop Report 
for September. On this account the wholesale 
firms in Winnipeg and other markets in the Prairie 
provinces, have been 
from Ontario growers, 
tario have visited the Prairie markets and it is 
reported that a very large proportion of the 
Lambton and Norfolk crop has been sold direct to 
retailers in these cities.
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In Montreal and Ottawa, basket fruits have 
been arriving from Ontario in large quantities, 
but in both markets the condition of this fruit, 
as taken from refrigerator cars, is reported as 
very poor, some plums being sold in Montreal 

10 cents for eleven-quart 
This state of affairs may have been 

caused by the fruit being packed in an over-mature 
or moist condition.
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i The Ducks.
By Peter McArthur.

It was all a mistake about those ducks, 
might have studied them and written them 
time since they came out of the shell, but I got an 
idea into my head that ducks

September Fruit Crops and1 Prices
The September Fruit Crop Report issued from

Ottawa on the sixteenth of the month, notes tha
the prospects for apples were then somewhat mo
favorable that when the August report was issued,
particularly for fall and winter verities, which

a way that seemed to be show an Increase of from five to ten per cent.
,,,T , , T to me; They seemed to be The general averages for the Dominion were placed

wmt5' UT.P, • 1 w°nder what he thinks he at 70 per cent, for early apples, 74 per cent, for
lure? iinw ’f °’lever se» sudh a looking créa- fall apples, and 67 per cent, for winter apples,
himself nn rm'V.nH ^ ' ,u°f be manage to balance making a representative average of 70, the same
knows that TJ tr tha\W,ay when every d"ck as the figure for early fruit, 
knows that the true, graceful position for a créa-
ture s body is to be hung between two legs hori­
zontally. I wonder how he manages to convey 
his ideas, if he has any. without having a gaudy 
little bunch of feathers to wiggle the same as we 
have. Those sounds he makes with his mouth 
when the children
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me entirely.
She kept up such a continual clacking and scold- 
ing because those ducks didn’t act like chickens 
that I got to thinking that they must be unusual­
ly trying creatures.

■ H ■
The month of August was remarkable for the 

number of days upon which rain, fell throughout 
the Dominion, and for the comparatively small 
number ot hours ot sunshine. This lack, however, 
was less deterimental to fruit than to some other 
crops. Conditions have favored the growth of 
fungus, though losses on this score have .been large­
ly controlled by efficient spraying methods, where 
practiced.

And all the while those 
young ducks were probably living their duck lives 
in a quiet, contented way, and there was no rea­
son in the world why they should be reformed into 
chickens. Fortunately, the old hen finally are around can't have any more 

meaning than our quacking. It must be terrible 
to be a poor dumb creature like that.” Then they 
all said “Quack” and gave their tails a most 
superior wiggle. At this point an unwary cricket 
started to move past about ten feet away, and in­
stantly every neck in the flock was stretched out 
full length and every tail wig-wagged : 
meat !” I don’t know which one got it, though 
I think it must have been the brown drake from 
the contented way in which he wiggled his tail 
for some minutes afterwards.

gave
up in despair, and after loudly prophesying that 
the whole place was going to the dogs just because 
those ducks couldn’t be taught to roost in 
pie tree, and because they were all the time get­
ting their feet wet, she went back to laying 
and the last I heard of her she was in solitary 
confinement, because she wanted to start hatching 
again at this time of the

â

an ap- Winds have been more or less troublesome in 
Western Ontario where severe storms prevailed 
about August 25th, and to some extent in Nova 

“ Mv Scotia. The Annapolis Valley crop is said to be 
not more than forty per cent, that of last year. 
Pears in Ontario are medium to light, being a 
failure in Prince Edward county. In Nova Scotia 
and British Columbia they are good, 
average of the crop is placed at 80 per cent., witH 

Now, don’t be offended, but there are really les- Bartletts leading. Plums this year are aboV0
sons to be learned from the ducks. Their faculty the average, Ontario and Quebec being the ex- 
for flocking together is something that farmers ceptions. Peaches and grapes are up to the
might study with profit. Whether sleeping or mark, though grapes like tomatoes, are late in 
feeding it would be possible almost °at any time ripening, 
to cover the whole flock with a tablecloth, and 
when they make up their minds to travel they 
move in Indian file behind a chosen leader like a 
band of Iroquois braves. And yet it is possible 
for the poison of class distinction to find its way 
even among ducks. I remember that one day 
when I was moving a pile of boards I uncovered 
a fair-sized frog.

eggs

year. All of which 
goes to show that there is a great deal of unneces­
sary fussing going on in this world, and that, it is 
possible for well-meaning people to make a nuis­
ance of themselves. The old hen meant well, but 
she had tackled an entirely unnecessary job.

The

This morning I hunted up the ducks for the Insect injury to the fruit crop is fairly preval­
ent, and scab is doing damage all over the Do­
minion.

purpose of trying to get a sympathetic under­
standing of their view of life, 
finding them.

* I had no trouble 
Ever since the oats have been As to foreign fruit prospects, the report reads: 

“The weather continues extremely cold and 
damp, inducing fungous diseases and preventing 
the proper ripening of the fruit.

“England.—The crop of cooking apples will not 
be very high, but there is likely to be an abund ^nce 
of inferior grades. Later in the season the de­
mand for dessert fruit will be comparatively keen 
and prices moderate, 
will be about the

hauled in they haven’t wandered very far from the 
stack.. Besides getting all the heads that were ex­
posed within reach, they rob the hens whenever 
they manage to scratch loose a few grains, 
the wet weather has filled all the puddles around 
the barnyard they do not have to go far for 
water, and I would give something to be as con­
tented with my lot as they are. 
lying under the granary with their heads tucked 
under their wings, and the first thing that struck

Instantly the ducks swooped 
down on it, and before I had time to interfere the 

As frog had gone headfirst to his doom. He must 
have made just about as satisfactory a meal as 
that duck had ever had. /And what was the re- 

went foraging
around for crickets and angleworms, the one that

I found them had swallowed the frog squatted on the shady selling in Covent Garden at practically a dollar 
side of the stable and crooned to itself and wig- a bushel for good cooking varieties, and $1.50
gled its tail as if it were the most superior duck for the best early dessert apples. The last lot of
in the country. It was easy to see that it felt Tasmania and New Zealand apples sold at rather 
itself above all the others. (Wiggle.) It was low prices.

They seem to be built for just made of finer clay. (Wiggle—Wiggle—Wiggle.) It “Pears are reported as plentiful though the
When a duck lies down was really disgraceful the way those common crop in the Southern counties will be below aver-

ducks squattered around after grubs and such re-
It touches the ground hjSe ^ ^ bottonl °f Puddles. (Wig- “Plums have been a light crop, and the color

... , ge "lgg?-) ,.AI afternoon it lay there méditât- and keeping qualities have been injured by the
crop to its tail and gives an exhibition ing and digesting and refusing to associate with cold wet season.

common ducks.

The crop, on the whole, 
average. Apples have been

suit ? While the other ducks

i
me about them was the satisfying way in which 
they lie down, 
that kind of restfulness, 
it does it in a whole-souled way that leaves 
nothing to be desired 
from its

age.

of perfect rest that is worthy of a poem, 
to think of it, there is nothing surprising about
this.

And

Even the most gifted ducks cannot long maintain 
a superior position.

Come

Ducks are water birds, and the attitude of 
s" imming is the one that they naturally take. “On the continent the conditions remain 

tically the same.
prac-

While the apple crop is fair a j
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