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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE. .

Safety and Profit in Variety.

 Mixed ‘ specialty farming,”’ and
intensive farming '* are three terms often used to
describe the systems and methods by which farms
and de-

farming,”’

are worked. The first is most general,
scribes the usual practice of growing a great vari-
ety of crops, a large part of which is fed to live
stock, which, with its products, is also sold. The
revenues arc. therefore, derived from many sources,

and usually spread over the year In the second

class, the farm is devoted to a specialty, like
milk, cream, fruit, poultry, vegetables, or some
particalar crop of grain, from which practically all
the revenuc is derived. Proximity to a great
city market, or particular suitability of the land
and climate, usually determines the specialty.
Where the conditions are favorable, and the busi
ness is pushed with energy and skill, the profits
may be great, hut it is much more risky for the

average man There is no fixed line between these
two classes of farming, and in many cases the two

practices run together some particular product cr

class of stock, like beef cattle, milk for the f[ac-
tory, or hogs, being made a special feature. ** In-
tensive farming,”’ however, mayv be applied to

either mixed or specialty farming, and implies the
utmost thoroughness in soil culture or other
that the greatest pos-
sible will be secured, with profit, both in quantity

an)

operation, so very results

and quality. Fvery man who works a piece of
land should be an ‘‘ intensive '’ farmer, using the
best modern practice known.
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(Canada.
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such as hap-

pens when evervbhody rushes into hogs or some
particular crop
Where some fall wheat, barley, alfalfa, clovers,

as well as other field crops, are grown, all are not
swamping the
at certain times, idleness prevailing at others. In

ripening at once, farm with work

case of destructive storms. which visit various dis-

tricts trom time to time, some early crops will likely

be saved, and others not far enough advanced to

be seriously damaged, so that the loss will only
be partial, at worst

In a general way, it mayv be said that the ad-
vantages of mixed farming over specialty farming

are like those which induce most farmers to prefer
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a good dual-purpose cow, if they can get
one whose specialty is either milk or bheef

'\“[ |()
alome,
Mixed farming, carried on mmtensively, no dount
requires a good general knowledge of gll branches
of farming and close oversight, so that ther, will
not be loose ends in our practice, and consequent
losses ; but, if it forces us to he

studious anq
careful in many directions, this surely will |
broadening to the mind, and more beneficial, thun

narrowing down to one particular line of practice
Farming cannot be run by proverhs
but there is a good deal of sense in the old s

maxims or

aying

that it is not wise to have all the eggs in one
basket, in case Of mishap. As a general rule,
therefore, it would seem safest and reasonahly

profitable, and, if done intensively, probablyv nigre
profitable in the long run, to pursue a syvstem of
intensive mixed farming, with some specialty a5

leader.

a

On the question of keeping up the fertility of the
farm, mixed farming. which implies the keeping
and feeding of live stock of different classes, in
volves the feeding of roughage and grains. part of
which into the form of that now

sell at such wsatisfactory prices, and the residue is

goes products

returned to the land in the shape of manure

Practical Idealism.
Editor The Farmer's Advocate '’
‘“ Born a man, buried a farmer.’’ The fore-
going inscription could with propriety be placed

on the monument of many a man who follows the
farming vocation to-day. I refer to the man who
knows nothing but farm work, and says that flow-

ers are all foolishness and will not fill his barn,
or that lawns are all right for city people, but
have no business in the country

Such a man is missing most of the pleasures
and sweetness of life It is true he may derive
some pleasure and satisfaction from a full barn
or a bhursting pockethook, but what is it in the
end, anvway, but selfish pleasure 2 Tt is all right
for a farmer to be pleased with his yvear's opera-
tions, but that is not all life 1s for ‘““ Man does
not live hv bread alone ™ There is something
else necessary to complete man’s happiness to the

fullest extent It is the occasional letting go of
the things that are purely material, and getting
in touch with those of the Spirit Oh, no, T do
not mean to draw you into the realms of religion

for. although religion of some kind is necessary to
man, it is not the onlyv avenue through which we
can get in touch with the Spirit and he who

sees nothing but foolishness and waste of time in
the beautifying of the farm, sees gand has nothing

but the mere husks of life

There are few farms on which improvements of
some kind could pnot he made such as picking
stones, huildine cood fences, draining wet places
or grubbing out secruh trees along the fences If
these improvements do not help to increase  the
crops, they certainly increase the value of the
farm, and what the farmer does for the farm he
does for himself Clean, tidv fences set off the
farm in the same wav as a good frame sets off a

picture, as
house.

So far we have considered improvements on the
farm from the material benefit standpoint But
there is something beautifving the farm

also does a beautiful lawn set off a

else in

“The Farmer's Adyocate’ artist Which more

nearly characterizes the cass




