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FIRE PREMIUMS AND TAXATION IN MONTREAL, 1913.

We publish herewith our annual table showing (1)
the amount of fire insurance premiums upon risks
in the cnty received by the fire companies doing
business in Montreal in 1913, and (2) the details of
the taxation levied upon the fire companies by the
city. As regards the premiums received by the com-
panies during 1913, it will be seen that these are
returned at $2,034,551, against $2,645,684 in 1912 and
$2,389,050 in 1911.  The increase over 1912,
nearly $300,000, is considerably larger than has been
previously recorded for some years. In fact, for
several years past the increase each year has been
larger than in the year preceding. This is, of course,
a reflection of the immense advance in property
values in the city from year to year owing to the
city’s rapid growth and the erection of large build-
ings, costing in many cases very considerable sums
of money, on sites formerly occupied by old struc-
tures of small value. In regard to these new struc-
tures it may be noted that where they embody the
results of modern fire-prevention research the pre-
mium rates upon them are considerably lower pro-
portionately than on earlier construction. Under-
writers give full credit for adherence to sound and
up-to-date practise in this direction.

UnrFArR COMPETITION,

During 1913 there was no change in the tax situa-
tion, relieving underwriters who do their business in an
above-board way from the serious and unfair com-
petition carried on by London Lloyds and other in-
surance organisations who do an underground
business in the city of Montreal, as elsewhere in
Canada. Thanks to the political pressure exerted
by the manufacturers, the insurance companies are
denied that protection against unfair competition
which the manufacturers eagerly claim for them-
selves, Every argument which is used by the manu-
facturers in support of protection for themselves can
be used equally well by the insurance companies.
But with the maaufacturers, circumstances alter
cases, and accordingly the insurance companies do-
ing their business in a straight-forward fashion are
mulcted in large amounts of municipal taxation which
their competitors are free from, to say nothing of
the indefensible and unfair imposts placed upon them
by other taxing authorities.

No ReTurNns ¥or THIS TAXATION.

The expenses of the fire commissioners this year
are put down at $8,400, the same figure as last year,
so that the companies pay for this purpose $5.600
as in 1912. The basis of the tax upon premiums
(altered by the Legislature in 1911), is a one per
cent. straight tax on the premiums, with a minimum
tax of $200. Formerly, there was a maximum
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abolished—an alteration in tax methods which makes
a difference to a number of the companies of several




