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The London (Eng.) County themselves and fastened their eyes on the agent. Then 
the father told him to speak. When he had finished 
his explanation, the “old man" (as the head of the 
family is called) turned to his father, and said, "Well.'* 

The father was equal to the occasion. "He is a 
verdomed scoundrel; he wants to verneuk (humbug) 
you. Set the dogs on him.’’ The agent 
robust health, and the prospect of being mauled by 
half-a-dozen gaunt curs was more than he amid face, 
so he closed the discussion by sending for his Molten 
ten driver, and telling him to put the horses in the 
"spider.’’ This, however, did not end the matter, for 
the venerable parent came to the door and shouted op 
probrious epithets after hint, in Dutch, as he drove 
away.

ImruH C»putti 
•»d Fire Brigade.. 1 oumil is taking the lead in a 

movement having for its ob
ject the introduction of a hill during the present ses 
sion of Parliament to make fire insurance companies
legally liable for a large contribution towards the 
"■ maintaining fire brigades. Although all the mani 
lest objections to such a projiosal have been duly par 
aded during the discussion of the subject, it is said 
that the measure will lie vigorously supported by local 
authorities all over (ireat Itritain.

Why the insurance confiâmes should lie expected 
to pay for the higher efficiency of file brigades is d.f- 
ticult to comprehend. Surely it is the duty of every 
municipality to provide proper protection of life and 
property within its boundaries. Moreover, it is tolcr 
ably certain that the passage of the proposed bill will 
only raise the cost of insurance.

The growing disposition in many communities to 
bleed corporations for the benefit of individual 
payers shows a disregard for right, reason and prin 
ciplc. ( Inc would certainly think the insuranc 
pallies doing business in London arc quite sufficiently 
taxed for the maintenance of the great city's lire bri
gade, when it is admitted that, of the total cost of said 
maintenance last year, $<175,01», the companies contri 
buted $15.1,740.

cost
was not in

1
One of the most interesting tables in 
the yearly report of the Minister of 
Customs is the comparative statement 

by provinces showing the value of exports, of total 
imports, and of imports entered for consumption and 
the amount of duty collected by the Dominion during 
the fiscal years, ending respectively on June jotli, 
i«<)7 and lAjq. The figures for the Yukon District 
tell the story of the sudden and extraordinary rush of 
people to the gold-fields, and the total representing 
the value of goods entered for consumption in each 
year would seem to betoken a considerable increase 
111 the population of British Columbia during th 
three years.

!Trade Told la

rate

e com

la.araac. An>thing said or written alunit tile-
la the Traaaraal. 1 ransvaal is exceedingly interest

ing at the present time, and the fol
lowing story of how the Boer in some districts of the 
S null African Republic regards life assurance is an 
iiMiusing illustration of the difficulties ami dangers of 
the field-workers in that disturbed
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It iscountry.
'I'ltte evident from the experience of the agent whose 
adventures are told in a recent issue of "The Instir 
hi v < ibserver" of London, Eng., that when the Boer 
doc» not understand a thing it takes a lot of pluck and 
pi rseverance to drive it into him. The agent in ques 
ti"ii who travelled through the Potchefstroom district, 
partly on business bent and partly in search of health, 
■■ mpped on the first night of his journey at a farm a 
iiw miles from the road. He was hospitably treated, 
lor the Boer is hospitable to travellers; this is one of 
ho redeeming virtues. That night, and the 
"g the agent broached his business. Die Boer was 

thunderstruck. "Why," he said, “but what is this. Do 
I make mv own life that I can stake money on how 

1 "g I shall live.’’ Then he took up the Bible from 
the table and passai it to his guest. "If you can find 
anything there that says it is right to do this I will 

he said. But the agent gently but firmly 
l"'sh, ,| the Bible hack, with the remark, "I can't read 
Liitch. hut I will try and explain what I mean.’’

’ ". mid the Boer, “and I will call my father. He 
""t n,an- tmd so he is clever.’’ The agent did 

'lui,r why the combination should go toge 
jh. r. but he said nothing. Presently the boss came 

“ with bis father and his wife, and the three seated
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ie t Imago l mlvrxmters’ Association, and, taking the 
first six months records, it is not improbable that they 
are approximately correct. The income of the com- 
panics for premiums are estimated at $6,000.000 If 
tin se figures are correct, and there are no reasons to 
disbeheve them, the companies lost in the nigh hour 
In Hid of $2,250,000 on their Chicago business last year.


