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The Baptist Position.

As one meets at the prosent tine the apparent
ignorance of many in regard to the read e
of the Baptist position e is modined 1o guestion
whether a vast proportion of eur members really
understard it,  They think of the denomin
too much as onie of a wnmber of denominations
combining as a whole to form tle Chnstian
Church.  Henee in so thinking they apparently
faney that it with others conld join o a move.
ment to comhbine the various divisions of the
church and form one snited toly,  The jormer
thought of course is true  The Baptist denomive
ati nis one of a large number of so-called Chris-
tian sects into which the Protestant body has at
the present time separated.  The latter thought,
however, is not true,  Baptist could not sink
their identity in a goneral union as others can,
and for the adequate reason that they have more
that is fundamental at stake,

For example. Baptis 8 stand for certain defined
cardinal truths which they belicve they find in-
corporated in and imperatively demanded to be
observed by the New Toestamemt,  They are
principles which they canuot abandon withouwt
leng utterly untrue ty b very foundations of
their fa th. One of these and underlying all the
rest is absolute Joyalty o the teachings of the
New Testament,  Bap is's tok- that as their
c art. They formi no creees wheh do not,
according to thewr v onght, embody its teachn g,
They hold no position whose warrant cannot bne
found in it. I they can be convinced that they
are not true to the New Testament teaching.
either in doctrine or practice, by their own pro,
fessions they would be compelled to abandon the

sition held and take that which the New

‘estament was shown to lav down,

Growing out of this loyalty to th+ teachings of
the New Testament is to be fouid the posi ion of
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“when you seed on the “"Holy Wae''

Baptists in regard to baptism and the subjects of .

it. The former from the meaning of the term
and from the symbolism connected with it all
through the New Testament in Gospel and
Epistle, they believe to be immersion and immer-
sion alone.  Those who are to receive this
baptism are they who have consciously accepted
Jesus Christ and are thercfore believers in Him,
They and they alone, Baptists believe, possess the
necessary qualifications  for Christian baptism,
At once, then, all other forms of administering
the rite are swept away and all other subjects of
the same but those who believe are denied
Other principles there are connected with the
Baptist denomination which render the mainten-
a e of its integrity esseatial, but these three
thit we h ve indicated are most important and
most vita',

It wili be seen at once then that the pesition of
Baptists differs from that held by other denomin-
ations. It is true that these claim to have New
Testament authoriry for the various tenets they
hold, but it is not partisanship, 't 15 not bigotry
for one to say that to a large extent this New
Testament basis is found by special pleading or
by a method of interpretation that will not bear
sholarly investigation. Baptists, therefore,
from the very nature of the foundation on which
they staud, are compelled to maintain their in-
tegrity.  Christian union as proposed to them
can obtain on no other basis than that of (he
New Testament. If from that they can be
proven wrong they must ¢ vge. If by that
they are shown to be right then others must
come to them for unity while they remain as
they are,

e —

Profaneness is an unmanly and silly vice. It
certainly is not a grace in conversation, and it
adds no strength toit. There is no organic sym
metry in the narrative that is ing ained with oaths;
and the blasphemy that bolsters up an opinion
does not make it. any more correct. Nay, the
use of loose expletives argues a limited range of
ideas, and a consciousness of being on the wrong
side, And, if we can find no other phrases
through which to vent our choking passion, we
had better repress that passion.—Dr. Chapin,

+ for a moment.

! showed them nnto him.
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Study dehn Eungyan
By T. L. Cuyler, D D,

CGive me a hint or € voas to the books [ shall
find most profitable,” as the degquest of a young
unnister,  Juoanswoering him, et e give a hint
ta sopne others, Noxt to vour Hibde sty Joha
Bunvan's inmortal - Pilgrin's Progoess " Spur-
geott's pute, suecy Sason English esme from Lis
constant ~tudy of the tker of Bodfond, and
Buny o fashioned Tits style on the English Bible,

He was aman of cw: ook, He had bat a
small library, sl when he went intoe Bedford
Jiil e took only three or fone hooks with him,
for which et us be devontly thanktnl, Goti's
Word was the constant companion of his cell, the
volume al his morning stndics and his evening
meditations,  Thes perpetual d Toing in the me
of Divine revelation gave Buny e the pure gold
out of which he tastiioned hrs aosterpiece,  He
had read no other poetry than the subline poctry
of David and Joby, Isaab wud Habokkuk, and we
trace the elfcet of closq communings with the in-
spired Hebrew havds in all the growdest tinagery
of the “Pilyg s & Progress,™  His deseription of
the giores of hoaven, wiun the gates open 1o
CUhiristian's” entoring ‘oo s'eps, s alinost a
lieral copy of lohw's Apocalise. Bunyvas had
mever seen the mside o f a theogical school: he got
his hody of cavinity £ om the fountain-head, by
going dircetly to Mos s, the prophets, the apostle -,
cand o Him who spike never an spake,
Whoere moahe whao'e runge of teligions literture
can be found a richer, pater stronger Evangelical
theology vhan is contained in this marvellous
allegory?  Saturate your sonl with it, my  young
brother; it will give you the right pitch when
you sit down to your setmons.  No danger of
your th o'ogv hecuming pulpy ar mucilaginous,
and the

Pilgrim."’

Let Bunyan teach vou, also, what wonderful
things the Script: re« are when approached in the
right spirit.  He po ed over them on his knecs,
not a shadow of coabt as ta their perfect inspira-
tion and infallible anthority ever disturbed himg
He went through them, not with
lexicons and commentaries, bot with a  keen
spirititual eye that discovered every atom ot gold.
as ~harply as a Colorado miner picks out every
grain ot precions weial from the amiferons sal
The Holy Spirit took of the things of Christ ad
This patient waiting on
God's Word, this humble sittin g at the gates of
ifinite wisCom, md this fervent carnest mguiry
dircatly trom Gol, led Bunvan into the interior

i trutl s that co cern most deep'y the inman soul,

i with its exper ences, «nd eternal d stinies,

As
vour business is to deal with human natnre inall
its varieties, you will find no ranges of portrait-
urcs which surp ssthose presented by the dreamer
of Pediord,

Bunyan wil also teach yot how to read your !
Bille in teriible var est

He made it
as the thish of the noon-day sunbeams,

as literal

| sharpedge of the Divine threatenings ug inst

sin did he ever blunt; in these times there 15 too
little punsent preaching on the “sinfulness of
sin'' and its just retributions,  Nor did Bunyan
minimize the ineflable and marvellous love of God
in redemption and m providence,  Into the hosom
0! the exceeding great and precions promises he

tairly leaped, as a child leaps into the a s of o !

wother  Lvery syllabie of the Divine Book he
pored over and pondered till his memory  held it
i solution,

You will be constantly delighted with his in
genious introduction of the out-of-the-way pas
ages of Scripture ino the most unexpected places
1f you can learn how to do this, you will hold the
attention of your hearers, and give them happy
and profitable surprises,

Style is a vastiy important element in effective
preaching, as the Spurgeons, McLarens, and
Bushnells testify.  The best style 1s that which
most resembles a window of porfectly transparent
glass. The “Pilgrim's Progress’ 15 a well of
English nudefiled,  In every page Bunyan sticks
to the stout old dialect which the illiterate can

\ understand, and which the most cultured cannot

Notone
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improve.  Hardlv any other book abonnds more
in wonosyMlables,  There is a modet for you in
terse, trenchant vigor of speech: and you will he
all the more popular and powerful as a preacher
it you will learn what Danicl Webster and  John
Bunyan teach you, viz , that for all the highest
pruiposts of an instructor of the people, pure,
phoin, stmple Enghsh is the mightiest instrament,
I after vears von will thank me for exhorting
you to study John Banyau.

‘
+ Tha Gretest Weakness of The Chursh,
) - — .
During the week of praver in England the Rev,
P Archioald G Brown made an earnest address on
I *“The charch, her glory, mission and power,"
I which le maintains that “the mission of the
chnichi s not o erect stately buildings: not to he
the leaders in politieal affiirs: not to provide secu-
Tar cducation, far less amusement, for the people;
1118 to bear witness 1o a living Christ; trseek to
pluck men as brands trom the burning: and that
her power Ties inpr wlaiming *'the gospel withe
out any buman adgdenda,'”” in preaching “the
truth, the whole trath, withount human adorn-
ings, and sinpledependence upon the Holy Ghost,
1 helieve the greatest weakness of the church
to-ay 15 her accursed worldliness,  What is not
done by those wha hear the name of Jesns Christ
now?  What are not some of our sanctuaries com-
ing to? A a ninister of the gospel, say it with
the decpest regret, my sorrowful conviction is
this, that some mimsters are leading in these
{things.  Tlong for the time when the church
shall take her proper place, and her place is ‘out-
side the camp, bering his reproach.”  While we
have ehurchmembers who sit at the Lord's table
on Sunday, and go to the theatre on Monday,
withont solemn protest from the minister in his
pulpit; whilst the world is creeping more and
more into our <o 1gregations, and the clear line of
demarkation between Christ and Belial is gra-
dually being fleaced, how can the church improve?
We shall never win people by meeting the world.
May we have grace to take our place by the
erncified Christ.  The world does not like him
tmore thaw it did 18:0 years ago.  Be true to him
and the world will not like yon any more than it
s did Christ,  Stand by Christ and say to the god-
Cless world: *As vou treat my Saviour, so you
o shall treat me. I will not accept your smiles
whilst you frown on my Redeemer,  If you spic
in his face it isas if you spat in mioe, for 1 am
one with my Lord and Master,"”

The Smoker and His *'Resolute Will"

Robert Lonis Stevenson,
The London correspondent of a religious paper,
i in speaking of the decease of Robert Louis
! Stevenson, remarks on his resolute will, "’ Itis
possible this desirable characteristic ail d the
novelist in some directions, but 1t certainly £ il d
him lamentihly at a very vital point, as t.e f)l-
! towing quotation will show. The St. Lows Re-
¢ public, commenting ou Stevenson's assertion that
" he had practizally overcome the cigarette habit

(1 find myself reduced to five boxes of cigar-
tettes a day'") says, * the habits of a man who

conld exnlt over a reform like that, must have
* been weanng indeed.

One who knew him well says, “*He p ac ically
smokal all day, and was rarely without a ¢ gar-
| ette in his mouth.  When he was he felt mnser-
{able.  Often when he waked durirg the vight,
! when he lived in New York, he would light a

match and smoke half a dozen cigarettes in bed,
while woomg renewed sleep. The result was,
that when he left for Samoa, one of his lungs
was beyond medical remedy.”  Thus another
great literary light goes out with cigarette
smoke,

A dear old Quaker lady who was asked what
gave her such a lovely complexion, and what
| cosmetic she used, replied, sweetly: ‘I used for
| the lips, truth; for the voice, prayer; for the
| eyes, pity; for the hands, charity; for the figure,
| uprightness; and for the heart, love,”

-




