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apiary, but will eradicate the disease 
at once by means already well tried.

In all cases great care should be ex­
ercised that the bee-keeper may not 
himself spread the Infection by hand­
ling healthy colonies before thoroughly 
disinfecting his hands, hive tools, and 
even smoker. Since It takes but a very 
small amount of Infected material to 
start disease In a previously healthy 
colony, It Is evident that too much care 
cannot be taken. In no case should 
honey from unknown sources be used 
for feeding bees. Care should also be 
exercised In buying queens, since dis­
ease is often transmitted In the candy 
used In shipping cages. Combs Should 
not be moved from hive to hive In In­
fected apiaries.

"Pickle Brood."
There Is a diseased condition of the 

brood called by bee-keepers "pickle 
brood " but practically nothing Is 
known of Its cause. It Is characterized 
by a swollen watery appearance of the 
larva, usually accompanied by black 
color of the head. The larvae usually 
lie on their backs In the cell, and the 
head points upward. The color gradu­
ally changes from light yellow to 
brown after the larva dies. There Is 
no roplness, and the oniy odor Is that 
of sour decaying matter, not at all 
like that of American foul brood. In 
case the larvae are capped over, the 
cappings do not become dark, as In the 
case of the contagious diseases, but 
they may be punctured. So far no 
cause ,can be given for this disease, 
and whether or not It Is contagious Is 
a disputed point. Usually no treat­
ment Is necessary beyond feeding dur­
ing a dearth of honey, but In very rare 
cases when the majority of larvae In 
a comb are dead from this cause, the 
frame should be removed and a clean 
comb put In Its place to make It un­

necessary for the bees to cle 
much dead brood.
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