The Sinking of the H.M.H S. Llandovery Castle.

(Note.—The Honourable the Minister of Overseas Military Forces of Canada,
Sir Edward Kemp, K.C.M.G., having made careful inquiries into the sinking of
H.M.H.S. Llandovery Castle on June 27, has authorized publication of the follow-
ing article. The information contained therein has been obtained and verified by
personal interviews with the survivors and affords convincing evidence of the
deliberate intent and foul motive of this latest German outrage on non-combatants.)

HOW THE NURSES DIED.
“ Unflinchingly and calmly, as steady and collected as if on parade, without
a complaint or a single sign of emotion, our fourteen devoted nursing sisters
faced the terrible ordeal of certain death—only a matter of minutes—as our
lifeboat neared that mad whirlpool of waters where all human power was heipless.”
—Extract from Sergeant A. Knight's story of the destruction of the Llandovery
Castle.

Official verification of the facts surrounding the sinking of H.M.H.S.
Llandovery Castle confirm two main points—the supreme devotion and valiant
sacrifice of the medical personnel and the ship’s company, whose courage
and resignation were in keeping with the proudest traditions of the British
Army and Merchant Marine Service; and the utter blackness and dastardly
character of the enemy outrage on this defenceless institution of mercy—
& crime surpassing in savagery the already formidable array of murders of
non-combatants by the Germans.

DELIBERATE MURDERS.

Deliberate in its conception, evéry circumstance connected with the
incident reveals thé German in the light of the cunning murderer who
employs every foul means of destroying all traces of his despicable crime.

No other explaration can be attached to the systematic attempts of the
submarine to ram, shell and sink the life-boats and wreckage floating
helplessly with their two hundred and fifty-eight unfortunate victims, one
hundred and sixteen miles from land—a work of destruction so successfully
performed that only one boat, containing twenty-four survivors, escaped. -

This list of survivors includes only one officer and five other ranks
of the hospital personnel of ninety-seven, and the official story of Major
‘T. Lyon, Sergt. A. Knight, Private F. W. Cooper, Private G. R. Hickman,
Private S. A. Taylor, and Private W. Pilot, all of the Canadian Army
Medical Corps, is a stirring record of the perfect discipline of all ranks and
the loading and floating of the lifeboats in the face of every possible obstacle.

Through it all nothing stands out more brilliantly than the coolness
and courage of the fourteen Canadian nursing sisters, every one of whom
‘was lost, and whose sacrifice under the conditions about.to be described
will serve to irspire throughout the manhood and womanhood of the whole
Enipire a yet fuller sense of appreciation of the deep debt of gratitude this
nation owes to the nursing service.

At the cutset it is well to consider the circumstances under which these
fourteen nurses were engaged on hospital ship duty.

The majority of these volunteered for service at the very outbreak of
hostilities in 1914, came to England ard France with the First Canadian
Tivision, had seen active service, chiefly in casualty clearing stations in
France throughout the intervening period, and recently had been transferred
‘to transport duty by way of change, and what would under ordinary condi-
.$ions prove a rest. -

For many months, and, in some cases, two years, these sisters had
endured.the hazards of the ghelled areas in France, splendidly contributing
to the efliciency of our Medical Service., How magnificently they faced the
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