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Ml >ST layriH-n iuhI soiih> lawyers

consider law as a enlleetioii of

irrational rules caleiilateil ti>

entni|i the unwary and incidentally to

make money for its professors. Some
brnin hi's of tiie law in soini" I'ouiitries

may il''>erve that reijroaeh; for example,

the Imw of land is still, in some st.'ites, of

' ceiNiilicated and archaic n:itnre, full of

.les I he re:ison for which li;is lonn dis-

inpe.'ired -if any sound reason ever diil

in f'lct exist.

Hut the law as it affects the nurse in

her ("ipMcity of nurse is pl;iin and simple,

!iii<l till' exercise of common sense will in

the main keep her safe.

WliMt is law? if the human race li\cd

as the Cyclopes of Homcl-, separ;ite ;inil

apart, tliere would he no need of Law, each

wouiil lieu law unto him-rif. Mut once a

state of society exists and man has intei-

coursc with his fellows, there must he

sonic rule governiiif; that intercourse if

the society is to survive. It may he that

a strmur man or family or class will hy
force impress its (jovermnent upon the

rest; t it may he that all are e(|ual or as

neariv c(|ual as their varyinj: jjifts and
powci- permit. In any case, hy far the

erpati" part of the intercourse hetween in-

(iivi(iii:ils will he hetween those who are

sulist:>i,tialiy oijual. "Customs (jrow up;

some ire found useless or even harmful
ami >.< '•opjM-d, others are found henefi-

oial :r I are retained, it is the>.' which
Iripcn 'ito law—that is, the principles

junilci, uifj these customs hecomi' law-

h'lndi' uj>on all individuals.

Jui - ill the past have taken a lead-
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mv <'i>iirf n( (>i.'.ari<i

iiiK part in cxpressinit tlie Ijiw, nivinit it a

form of word>. hut if evei judnes iiuiile law

that time is past, at least in theory, !ind

now the whole function of the judkje is to

h!id out what the haw is and apply it to

the case in Icuiil.

Human nature is pretty much the .samt;

in .all lands and in all :i);es, .-iiid it is not n
matter of a.-tonishment 'hat the principles

u|)on which all (M'oples );overn their con-

duct toward each tither are pretty niucli

the same everywhere, .allowance Ix-int;

made for environment and relative ad-

vance in civilization.

Nearly foui'teen hundred years a^o thif

t:re.it Hom;in llmperor, or rather his en

in\\yers, laid it down: "The precepts ui

the law are these to live hoiiorahly, Ito

harm no one, to trive every one his due."

Hut all these preci-pts had existed in thi>

law for (lenerations and had heeii fre-

(jueiitly expressed, alheit in a discon-

nected ;iiii| iioiiscientitic form.

1 here are of course local regulation;

>

and rules laid down hy parli.'iment. lejjis-

l.ature, and city councils; and these all

jrood citizens must learn and resiH'ctj.

Mut ill ninety-nine matters of daily life,

the ohservance of .lustiiiiairs precepts

will keep oii(> in the safe path.

Indeed, {•'< all practical puriH).-.e,s, th<'

three preci s can he reduced to one.

"(live every o!ie his clue."

The lights of anyone in re.-|M'ct to ns

and the correlative duties which we owe to

him, that is, his due, nijiy dejx'iicl uiwiii

the moral law, whether that is an ininuv

diate nift of the Creator to man or tlie

result of a lot II course of evolution. Many
till
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