
SS4 XOTES-BRO WNIXO.

PROSPICE.

Composition and publication. Written in the nut umn

following his wife's death, IHfil. " That nohle lyv.eal

deLee of death.'-W. Sluup. Published u. D.unaHs

Persowr., 18()4.
£ i ti> j^

Theme and treatment. Browning's v.ew of death ,s

re«dere<l here with all his faith, his optinusm, h.s love

U may he conM-are.! with h.s Epilogv.e to Pacchmrotio

and Tennvson"s Cri»'<niil tin- Bni:

Metrical form. The n.etre is anapestie-iamb.c, four-

accent lines alternating with two-aeeent runnig ah u h.

Paeei36. Title. Prospice(y-m/;./.^e, or^>.oy'*Av). Look

"^^f:.^!. (Lat.,.nd ^.r. in,.er. of ,.0^.00, -k onv.u M
1 19 -life's arrears. Brownnig s grat.tudo tor the

ioy o life was so great that he felt in nuu.h debt to hfe^

Thedarl^ness and pain o, death helped hi.n to readjust

'1 '2t- fiend voices. The at.tent belief was that the

soul at the moment of separation frotn the body is the

::ject of a struggle betwee.Ul...eK^^^^

thisreaso,, fervent praye.s are offered for a soul on the

Tnt of dei^rture. The Litany in the Book ot Con.n^n

Pr-iver eo. tains a petition for deliverance " n. tl e hour

of delth
' and the following is fron. the olhce for the

dvi g n tl.e Ronvu, Breviary: " Cedat tib. teternnus

^;:L e„m ..ellitibus suis : in adventu tt. t^cnn^^^^^^

tibus Angelis eontrenriseat aUjue in aet ernae .u>ct.s chao,

;::2a^Siffngiat....Co..ftn.lant.n.ig.turet^^^^^^^

omnes tartareae legiones, et mtn.str. satanae tter

impedire non audeant."

" O. beat away the busy meddlini,' tirnd
_

That lays strong siege unto tins wref.h . souV

- Shaksptrc I.. Ilnuu V 1-. ni, m, ^n.

1 27 - soul of my soul. Browning's love of his wttc

niay he seen in M, Slur; The Rin, and >he lioolc, bk. I.

" O lyric love, half angel and half bud.


