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At the approach of winter the larvte are still very small, and they lie more or less
dormant lor several months until the wnrmth of the soil in the spring again induces
them to continue feeding. The main injury is caused in the early spring months
tor the reason that the larvas commomo to grow rapidly at this time and start feedingupon roots proportionate to their size. This feature of the life-habits of this insect
accounts for the fact that pla.itations show little sign of injury until the spring, andthen the evil results rapidly become apparent. Pupa are formed in the soil in the
late spring, and adults appear in due course on the surface of- the soil

It may be seen, therefore, that there is only a single generation of this weevil ina single year Further, inasmuch as an individual adult female does not lav very
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•"'""' *•'" "°""*^ "^ '"-" ^''^^' '* "'"y ^'^ understood thatunless the adults occurred in great numl...^, no severe damage would result. Weknow, however, that the adults do frcxjuently occur in great numbers, and it is fr m

i.e numbers present that we tiud so much injury. The endeavour, therefore shodbe to reduce the numbc-rs of adults as much as possible, because few wee •
Is aplantation would cause no material damage.

Strawberry-growers are inclined to e.xpect a recommendati of some simple
nsect.cide by the application of which the injurious effects of this root-weevil woildbe m.t.gated. Insects which affect the roots of plants are nec-essarily difficult to control and while cert^un processes of fumigation, by sueh substances as carb,,, bi"u
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P ude a.id pulverized cyanide of potassium, have been suggested, not one of these M.b-
s ances, or for that matter any other known insecticide, can bo applied saU.fttoZv.th commercial results. If the insecticide is strong enough to destroy the wee ilarv. i„ the soil, the plant has been obsorvcKi to suffer. Vice versa, if th^'pl t Is noaffect..], only a small pro,K,rtu.n of the " grubs " are de.stroved. Consequentlv «oJermii>t be satisfied with cultur.l control measures and they must realirtha
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/e'o tr Iof tins weevil ,s dependent almost altogether on horticultural considerations
»Jn this understanding the following arc suggested:—

(1) nolation »/ rre>p.,.-Rec«uso the weevil is unable to fly and remains more orless ;.,-;i. .ed ,n „ g,ve,. „rea This naturally involves a jodici-us proportioning ofsrawbernes to the land available on each farm and ,. eou.idcration of ti ^ro splanted on neighbouring farms.

(2) 77,,. yrou-ina of strawherri., on the c,,.- or tuo-year cropping plan.-hecnu.o
this prevents the weevil becoming too thoroughly estahlishol i„ a given area Th "imeasure involves the question as to the choice of varieties of strawberries which thriveun.Ier tlus system o culture in the locality. Further, it app..ars that land wl c labeen growing strawberries for too great a length of time is not conducive to themo. healthy growth. The pn'senoe of the weevil in this instance only inten-itie- 1,!
trouble, which is largely ba.ed on soil and other conditions.

'"tenMhe^ the

(.•? Autumn plonglnnfj-Bccnu.e the weevil contemplates its egg-depositio„ in latesummer (September), and very minute larvie are present in the soil at this time If
ilie plantation is ploughed after September and kept cultivated so thoronghlv n< to
prevent any weed-growth, the small larvie are practically starved out of c.xi.t. n.Cultivation should be continued again early in the spring and as much harrowi,,-' n^:possible undertaken during the winter-time. If ploughing is performed in the middkot summer, at a time when egg laying is in progress and the adult beetles are on thesurface of the ground, the adult females will be fon^ed to migrate to the neare-t
plantation and there complete their egg-deposition.

(4) The »,,,• of r/MVArn,,._T3ecause it has been observed that chickens reidilvdevour the larvK in the soil. This plan is more suitable to growers who farm onlv
.'i and 10 acr.^, inasmuch as the old strawberry plantation may l>e ploughed up after
the crop IS removed and the land made available for other crops in the same year


