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will ift't'r t<» sonio dIIkjix, wliioh, l)y ii'ituin elu'inioal tiwitnifii!, iiti

\>e iii'iile ti> prudiii'u iinuiy bi'ii.'lit hiuI )>i'i'iiiitii<'rit lviIouo.

wiiiTi:.

W/iitu L-'aii.

Til'- wliiU! leivl of comiiH'ici' is et*.-«'ntiiilly a (MilMiiinto uml hwiiiit'-'

of leml, soiiietiines mixed t > a lai'iji) extotit with baryta an<l i-i. 1

hL'lievt", Ijoing inaiiufaitiirfd l)y clcctiiiily direct fi'cim i;:ili'ria.

As this mineral i^i lar;j('ly di^tl'il>ulo(i iti Itiiti-'h Culumtjia and Ontaiiu,

I'SjH-fially where the proportion nf siUer in the galena is not liii,'h. I

think it could l)e converted into the carlKHiale witli more rt inuntMiilive

success than hy the tedious operations of smelting and relinini;.

I'.iiryta is lar;;ely used lo mix with white -ad, not so mu h i ui

adulterant as is sujipospd, its pi'esence, in dixiiminatiii:; i[iiaiitities^

tending to elevate the standard of that [Miiit. A large niimljer of

''aniples of white lead, put up in tins, wire analyzed liy tin' Inland

Revenue l)epartiiiont, some of which were tound to tn- veiy pure while

others were largely " adulterated, ' or, in other words, contained largo

proportions of barylti. The pureiie-s of the leatl or the absence of

baryta need not be points of recominni.dation. The essential feature

of either of those materials is tleir tini'iit'ss. A paint may bi! found

to lie absolutely pure lead, out eoar-o grindini,' would necessarily

detract from its (|uality. < )n the other hand, lead, mixed with ten or

twenty per cent baryta, anrl tinely ground, would be much superior,

both in durability and covering pioperties, although the baiyta in it-

self has no body and will not assist in strengthening the body of any

otlier paint. Its important use lies in keefiing the finely di\ided

particles of lead from adhering to;,'ether and Iteeoining hiiiipy, »liiih

is the habit with particles of pure lead. We freipiently hear ot wliiti?

lead peeling off, after a short time, and the prevailing opinion i- that

it is caused by the contained baryta If this defect be ciiefully

watched it will be found that it is the loail that is fallin;; oil, simply

hecause the material has not bi'cn ground tine enough,— the coar^-er

particles therein protrude from the oil, allowing free access to the

ever lloating gases which attack it at every exjwsed point, hut more

particularly at the line of contact with the oil. As this erosion [in-

gresi^es, the adherins; point is weakened and the exposed portion is too

heavy to be longer supported.

liaryta occurs in several of the provinces, chiotly as a sulphate : th"

carbonate, witherite, has been found within the t iship of <iiHies,


