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at some such scene as the execution of Mary
Queen of Scots. But he had a helmet ; and hel-
mets were mediaeval

; and any old helmet was
good enough lor Stephen.
Now suppose the readers of that work of

reference had looked for the portrait of Charles
1. and found the head of a policeman. Sup-
pose It had been taken, modern helmet and all,
out of some snapshot in the Daily Sketch of the
arrest of Mrs. Pankhurst. I think ve may go
so far as to say that the readers would have
refused to accept it as a lifelike portrait of
Charles I. They would have formed the opin-
ion that there must be some mistake. Yet the
time that elapsed between Stephen and Mary
was much longer than the time that has elapsed
between Charles and ourselves. The revolu-
tion in human society between the first of the
Crusades and the last of the Tudors was im-
measurably more colossal and complete than
any change between Charles and ourselves
And, above all, that revolution should be the
first thmg and the final thing in anything call-
ing itself a popular history. For it is the story
of how our populace gained great things, but
to-day has lost everything.
Now I will modestly maintain that I know

more about English history than this; and that
I have as much right to make a popular sum-


