
LETHBRIDGE CONFERENCE ON MORE AND BETTER WATER SUPPLY

liiiitlnn has In some cases been partly

(ivfrlooked In the search for the ail

lifult ohtalniihlp water. Tin; scw-

;iKf rrnni the town of Indian Head is

poiiri'il into o'ln of tlio ravin<'« aftPf

iiion; or Icjh imiierfect tiltnrinK and

is caiisinK some <lis3atist;iction to tho

pcoidr who taki' water from the

•jfrenni or from shallow welirt hfsidt!

it tu'Iinv the town."

Yorkton

"Yorktoii district has ahiiniliiiit sup
plie^ of water within easy <lisiances

from the surfaces. The wells ari'

close to the huildinfis. only three

farmers havini; to hatil water. I'rae

tleally all well.s had Rood iminps in

stalled in them. In a few instances

the house wells were elose enough to

the .-taldes or closets to be in danger
of heiUK contaminated by them."

Melfort

"I'lie (|ueslioii of house water is a

very serious one ,n this district.

There is no diHii<'ulty in >;eltinK a

sniiply of water but it is so alKili it

cannot be tised for cooUinR and drinU
tnp. Of the farms visited To per <'eiit

used lain water for cookinK and diiiil.

iuK. Slime had iiranolithic roofs on
ihc'ir houses and lar^e tanks iu llic

tiasenient. others simply had the

shinf^le roofs and tanks in the open,
some of <liem not bavins; covers.

Fifty per cent, of thent put up sup
plies of i. e and used it for drinkiir.';

or for <'onlin,i; the rain water. In

some three or four instances peojjle

were ns^inv; water from a creel; dose
by wliich received the drainap;e from
the "tables. Seme four out of the
I hilly-two farms inspected had hatli

rooms in the house. In some cases
the water closets were placed too
(lose to tho houses."

Kindersley

"Tlie water supply on the niajiiril\

'if the farms is very poor. Some have
lo l.aiil all water used on the farm
others have lots of water but it is so
strong in minerals that it cannor Se
used in the house On many of the
larnis that have water the wells are
a Ions distance from the buildiuKS.
and while this perhaps is tini> from a
sanitary point of view, it makes extra
work."
While none here may doubt the

existence of a water problem in West-
ern Canada, the foregoinK extracts
serve to point out its seriousness, and
to show how general is the troubh'.
Difficulties exist In parts of all the
prairie provinces. We find that it is

difTicult In sonic parts to even obtain

water, and whore it Is obtained It Is

sometimes unlit for domestic use.

We have seen that tho majority of

farmers visited obtain water from
wells for house use and for the stock

While I have not time to discuss the

sanitary aspect of tho farm water
supply, I desire to emphasize the fa( t

that the purity of tho water for

heilth's sake i^t as important as the
ahnndanie of supply for tho sake of

comfort .iiid convenience". Dr. ,Ias. W
Hobertson has well saiil: "Water in

the house, to use lavishly for all

wholesonu! conveniences, seems at

first. thon!,'ht beyond the means of

frut'al iieciple. who have earned by
hard labor all they have to spend
It looks to some, vvjio have not closely

considere(i the (osts and tho lien 'fits,

like an extravasance. Instead of that

it is one of the i^reatest of house econ-
iini'es. Almost every farmer conlil

afford the luxury of all wati r con-
venience-: in his home. These are
real luxuries, like their fellows, sun
sIiImc, wliolesoine food and fresh ai'

whicli do not weaken tlic museular,
nieiif;!] or moral fibres of life. When
one has been ((impelled to use any of
these, debased for a time, how satisfy
In!? is the pleasure of purify and
abundani e.

" \s ;in Investment for the lionie 1

know of nothing likely to yield mi
much in return in savins; women's
str(>tif;lh, in iiicreasinK house com
forts, in preserving health, in impart
ing satisfaction in housework .'ind in

eltvatini; (he (,'eneral tone of the ma-
terial side of liviiiK."

Attention must be paid lo Uiiopinp
the source of the water supply fref
from contamination. T!ie drinking of

iinimre water has the effect of de
pressing the vitality of the whole
family, making them more liable to

disease and resulting in loss of effic

ieney. These are evils in addition to
the occasional c.ises of fever which
come from drinking well water into
which tlie seepage from house or
stables has found its way. This will,

no doubt, be dealt with by those dis-

cussing sanitation.

Once there is an abundance of jiure

water obtained on the farm there is

no single improvement which will

bring so much comfort to the house-
hold as some mechanical arrange-
ment to make the supply readily
nvailabie i-nd tonvcnient to use.

I have often wondered why a farmer
would pay $150 tor .in implement that


