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' BIpWitmipegErflmti* Mr. Meighen did not break wholly new 

ground In his address. It was simply a state
ment of the present condition in regard to 
Empire relations, accurate in fl! respects and 
as already not'd refreshing In its emphasis on 
the obligations that Canada should assume co
equal with her rights ànd privileges. On this 
point he declared that, whereas Canadians feel 
consciously or otherwise a sort of security 
in the shadow, so to speak, of the great republic 
to the south, it is a false security, No part of 
the Empire can suffer attack without the whole 
Empire, suffering. The security of Australia or 
South Africa or Great Britain is as vital to 
Canada as her own safety, tie did not urge that 
Canada’s expenditures for defense need be 
great as. those of the ‘United 
emphasised that Canada has a
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MR. MEIGHEN’8 ADDRESS
It is refreshing to find a Canadian public 

man laying emphasis on Canada’s duties and 
obligations in Empire partnership, rather than 

on Canada’s rights and privileges. Rt. Hon. 
Arthur Meighen did in his address to the Com
monwealth Club last evening, and In so doing

engdom, but allm Mb roportion of the 
burden of Empire defense to carry and o*nnot 
in honor Sscap^ it

It is more difficult to follow Mr. Meighen 
In his division of the people of Canada into 
three classes, extremists who seek out

■

Ievery
opportunity to advance Canadian autonomy even 
to thé-point of complete separation from Great 
Britain, "raging, rampant Imperialists,” and the 
great mass of the people who occupy middle 
grounds. The division is wholly arbitrary.

• there are extremists who contemplate complete 
withdrawal of Canada from the Empire is true 
enough. But where are the raging,. rampaqt 
Imperialists? The great majority of the people, 
on Mr. Meighen’s own statement, desire to main
tain the British connection and consider no 
sacrifice too great to that end. They look, he 
said, upon membership in the Empire as ig itself 
a "place in the sun,” and desire to maintain it 
at all costs. No raging, rampant Imperialist 
could voice his views more vigorously. In other 
words, the strongest Imperialist in the pomin- 
ien occupies common ground with the great 
mass of the people.

If Mr. Meighen meant by Imperialists the 
centralists, who desired to establish in London 
a government for the whole Empire, where in 
Canada can he find a spokesman of this idea?

| Docades ago thpre-probably were some central
ists in Canada/ and certainly there were some 
in Great Britain. Today they are extinct in 
Britain as in Canada.

However, this arbitrary division marred but 
littlà what was on the whole an admirable 
address; /

added greatly to the general excellence of à j 

dispassionate, logical and informative discus- Î
'-Ision of the subject 

■ The address can be briefly summarized under 
five headings:

1—Canada's position in the Empire is en
tirely a matter under her own control. British 
statesmen do not restrict or hamper her con
stitutional development.

«
1—Canada has great privileges and rights 

as a member state of the Empire. Partnership 
hi the Empire is in itself a “place in the sun.”

8—Canada has important duties and assumes 
real obligations by her partnership in the Em
pire, the principal being:

(a) —To work for world peace by express
ing the Canadian point of view in the 
Empire councils;, *
(b) —To co-operate with the other parts 
of the Empire in the necessary measures 
of fortification and defense, bearing a fair 
part of the burden of expense, sfnee the 
defense of every part of the Empire is 
vital to the whole. «

4—Canada should regard her separate repre
sentation at the Peace Conference and in the 
League of Nations not as precedents but gp a 
dpecial method of meeting extraordinary condi
tions ; and should take part in future interna
tional conferences on the panel system which 
Great Britain is quite ready to adopt.

6—The Empire must hold together, and to 
Maintain and uphold it is a first task of Can
adian. citizenship. There is no hope of world 
peace through the League of Nations—two score 
nations of many tongues and creeA and with 
many, natural hostilities—It the League of Brit
ish Nations cannot hold together and act as a 
«nit.
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