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MR. MEIGHEN'S ADDRESS

It is refreshing to find a Canadian public
man laying emphasis on Canada’s duties and
" ob!fntion's in Empire partnership, rather than

on Canada’s rights an&;j}rlvllegea. Rt. Hon.
Arthur Meighen did in his address to the Com-
monwealth Club last evening, and ‘in so doing i
' mdded greatly to the general excellence of & ]

f

dispassionate, logical and informative discus--

sion of the subject. ‘
. The address can be. briefly summarized under’ |

five headings:
1—Canada’s position in the Empire is en-

tirely a matter under her gwn control. British

statesmen do not restrict or hamper her con-ﬂ

stitutional development. 3
2—Canada has great prnvlleges and rights
a8 a member state of the Empire. Partnenhip_
in the‘Emplre is in itself a “place in the sun.”
8—Canada has important duties and assumes
real obligations by her partnership in the Em-

pire, the principal being:

(a)—T0 work for world peace by ¢xpress-
ing the Canadian point of view in the
Empire councils;, 4

(b)—To co-operate with the other parts
of the Empire in the necessary measures
of fortification and defense, hearing a fair
part of the burden of expense, since the
defense of every part of the Empire is
vital to-the whole.

4—Canada’ should ‘regard her separate repre-
sentation at the Peace Conference and in the
League of Nations not as precedents but g
#pecial method of meeting extraordinary. condi-
‘tions; and should take part in future interna-
tiohal conferences on the panel system which
Great Britain is.quite ready to adopt.

§—The Empire must hold together, and to
maintain and’ uphold it is a first task of Can-
adtan cjtizenship. There is no hope of world
.peace through the League of Nations—two score
nations of many tongues and creetﬂ and with
many. natural hostilities—if t:e League of Brit-
ieh Nations cannot hold together and act as &

unit,

Mr. Meighen md not  break whouy new-
ground. in his addun. It was simply a state-
ment of the present condltlot in rtnrd to
Emplrs relations, accurate in’ rqpeu q.nd
as clmdy notgd Mﬁ?ﬁ qmphni- on.
- the_ obligations that Canadgshould assume co.
equal with her rights and privileges, On this
point he declared that, whereas Canadians feel
:ont;cloully or. otherwlie a loﬂ of neurlty
n'the shadow, so to m ub!
to the south, it is'a ﬁ ﬁt;zrblz
the Empire can suffer atuox ‘without the whole
Enipire. suffering. The security of Australia or,
South: Africa or Great Britain is as vital Yo
Canada as her own safety. "He did not urge that
Canada’s expenditures for defense need be
great. as: those of the United Kingdom, but
emphasized that Canada has a roportion of. tlp
burden of Empire defensé to carry and emm
in honor ®scapeit. %

It is more difficult to follow Mr. Meighen
in his. division of the people of Canada lnto
three classes, extremists who' seek out evety
opportunity to advance Canadian autonomy even
to thé-point of complete ‘separation from Great
Britain, “raging, rampant Imperialists,” and the
great mass of the people who oocnpy middle
grounds. The division is wholly arbitrary. 'l!bat

«there are extremists who template complnto
withdrawal of Canada from the Empire is_trug
enough. But where aré the raging, ‘ram
Imperialists? The great majority of the m
on Mr. Meighen's own statement, ire to main-
tain the British connection and’ consider io
sacrifice too great to that end. 'l'hoy ok, he
said, upon membership in the Empire as § tself
& “place in the sun,” and desire to maintain if
at all costs. No raging, ranfpant lmnorhj
could voice his views more vigorously. In Nt
words, the strongest Imperialist in the ,Domin-
fon occupies common ground with Q}te great
mass of the people. .

It Mr. Meighen meant by Imperulllu the
centralists, who desired to establish in London
8 government for the whole Empire, where in
Canada can he find a spokesman of this lle.?
Decades ago th obably were ‘some central-
{sts in Canada and certainly there were some
in. Great Britain. Today they are extinct in
Bﬂmn as in Canada. |

However, this arbitrary division marred but
lfttla wWhat was on the whole an admirable
address: i 2 /
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