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What would >ou do if...?
“OK, you’re a pacifist. What would you do if 

someone were, say, attacking your grandmother?”
“Attacking my poor old grandmother?”
“Yeah. You’re in a room with your grandmother, 

and there’s this guy about to attack her, and you’re 
standing there. What would you do?”

“I’d yell, ‘Three cheers for Grandma!” and leave 
the room.”

“No, seriously. Say he had a gun, and he was 
about to shoot her. Would you shoot him first?”

“Do I have a gun?”
“Yes.”
“No. I’m a pacifist, I don’t have a gun.”
“Well, say you do.”
“All right. Am I a good shot?”
“Yes.”
“I’d shoot the gun out of his hand.”
“No, then you’re not a good shot.”
“I’d be afraid to shoot. Might kill Grandma.”
“Come on. OK, look. We’ll take another example. 

Say you’re driving a truck. You’re on a narrow road 
with a sheer cliff on your side. There’s a little 
girl standing in the middle of the road. You’re going 
too fast to stop. What would you do?”

“I don’t know. What would you do?”
“I’m asking you. You’re the pacifist.”
“Yes, I know. All right, am I in control of the 

truck?”
“Yes.”

“How about if I honk my horn so she can get 
out of the way?”

“She’s too young to walk. And the horn doesn’t 
work.”

“I swerve around to the left of her, since she’s 
not going anywhere.”

“No, there’s been a landslide.”
“Oh. Well, then, I would try to drive the truck 

over the cliff and save the little girl.”
Silence.
“Well, say there’s someone else in the truck with 

you. Then what?”
“What’s my decision have to do with my being 

a pacifist?”
“There two of you in the truck and only one little 

girl.”
“Someone once said, ‘If you have a choice be

tween a real evil and a hypothetical evil, always 
take the hypothetical one."

“Huh?”
“I said why are you so anxious to kill off all the 

pacifists?”
“I’m not. I just want to know what you’d do.”
“If I was with a friend in a truck driving very 

fast on a one-lane road approaching a dangerous 
impasse where a ten-month-old girl is sitting in 
the middle of the road with a landslide one side of 
her and a sheer drop-off on the other.”

“That’s right.”
“I would probably slam on the brakes, thus sending 

my friend through the front windsliield, skid into 
the landslide, run over the little girl, sail off the 
cliff, and plunge to my own death. No doubt Grand
ma’s house would be at the bottom of the ravine, 
and the truck would crash through her roof and blow 
up in her living room, where she was finally being 
attacked for the first, and last, time.”

“You haven’t answered my question. You’re just 
trying to get out of it.”

“I’m really trying to say a couple of things. One 
is that no one knows what he’ll do in a moment of 
crisis. And that hypothetical questions get hypo
thetical answers. I’m also hinting tliat you have made 
it impossible for me to come out of the situation 
without having killed one or more people. Then you 
can say, ‘Pacifism is a nice idea, but it won’t work.’ 
But that’s not what bothers me.”

“What bothers you?”
“Well, you may not like it because it’s not hypo

thetical. It’s real. And it makes the assault on
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Export'A (Joan Baez talks about pacifism in an excerpt 

from “Daybreak”, in the Journal which she has 
recently published through The Dial Press.)

Grandma look like a garden party.”
“What’s that?”
“I’m thinking about how we put people through a 

training process so they’ll find out the really good, 
efficient ways of killing. Nothing incidental like trucks 
and landslides - just the opposite, really. You know,' 
how to growl and yell, kill and crawl and jump out 
of airplanes — real organized stuff. Hell, you have 
to be able to run a bayonet through Grandma’s 
middle.”
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IWhen you need the best help for your literature class. 
For papers.
For exams.
For class discussion.
Pick up a book in this new series.
Twentieth Century Interpretations.
“TCIs" give you more help.
More help than any so-called “literary study guide." 
Better help.

Because each “TCI'' contains interpretations 
of one novel.
Or play.
Or poem.
Great literature like HAMLET.
THE GREAT GATSBY. WALDEN.
And many other works.

No canned opinions in a “TCI."
Just great criticism.
The best. Written by the best critics of our time.

Buy a new “TCI."
They cost $1.50.

Take this advertisement to your bookstore.
Ask for the “TCI" you need.
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IThe Best Modern Criticism on the World's Great Literature 

from Spectrum /flfc Books, Prentice-Hall of Canada Ltd. 
Scarborough, Ont,

JJ


