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Good news in blues grooves for Wilcox fans

Breakfast at the Circus
David Wilcox
Capitol/EMI

review by Mike Spindloe

avid Wilcox is agenuine treasure in
the Canadian music industry. He's
been playing the same kind of

gutsy, blues-tinged raunch and roll
to adoring audiences for over a decade now,
releasing four albums (including a greatest
hits package) along the way. His fifth and
latest, Breakfast at the Circus, released late in
1987, is further demonstration of Wilcox's
down-to-earth talents.

As usual, there’s good news in the grooves
for Wilcox fans. The punctuating guitar licks
and often witty lyrics we’ve come to expect

tempo numbers (the title track and “Between
the Lines”) that showcase expanded instru-
mental textures compared to wllco)(s [pre-

it’s about) are here as well, so we can rest
assured that Dave hasn’t gone completely
reflective or phllosophlca or anything ol
that nature. Far from it: “Layin’ Pipe”is
exactly what you mnghl think it might be
about.

Havlpg said all of tl'us‘,L I‘shouhli_ p?anl out

are present in satisfying along
with Wilcox's gravelly, one-too-many-last-
night, understated vocals. To his credit,
however, Wilcox has refrained from merely
repeating (at least totally) the party rock
formula that has made him a highly deman-
ded live act around the nation’s campuses
and clubs, and in the last few years, across the
big pond.

Breakfast at the Circus opens with two off-
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time listeners at first, but they' re fine songs
nonetheless and fulfill what must have been
a growing for Wilcox to diversify his
sound somewhat. Into this category also falls
"The Song He Never Wrote”, an autobio-
graphical (?) look back from the future.

On the flip side, Wilcox-style rockers like
"Cabin Fever”, "Fire in My Bones” and "Push
Push Push” (which isn’t about what you think

that
record, which is not meant to detract in the
least from the many fine qualities of this
album. But Wilcox is something of a schizo-
phrenic; in him lives that little part of all of us
that refuses to grow up, although he is a

mature artist and skilled musician. The
synthesis of these personalities takes place
most successfully on stage. And may they
long continue to collaborate.
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1S SHE DRIVING YOU CRAZY?

‘We can help you find a new roommate or a place
of your own.

drop by THE HOUSING REGISTRY
for free listings of accommodations for landlords
and tenants, and general housing information...
before it’s too late...!!!
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