
FEW PAGES PREPARED TO MY LADY'S TASTE

A Mist of Green.TIF-E are two montbs of the year wbenwork ai an>'. kind seems ta be an unwise
waste of humnan effort. 0f course, somle
readers may basten te add that there are

ten other months of the year in which it is foolish
to toil. May and October are the halcyon time for
the vagabond, and it is well in the days of green
orchard or the days of brown woodland to have
afternoons ta devate ta "just trifiing." This con-
tine~nt is filled witb impertinent advisers who put
up bits af advice in vulgar "Americanese"-
ta th~e effect: "Get Busy' or "Do It Now."
These are the utterances of cheap and fussy
persans, who confuse hurry with progress. and
who are xnervous wrecks before the>' are forty
years af age. The English poet who Iamented
that "we lay waste aur powers" and that much
of Nature's most initimate loveliness escapes us,
would be horrifled, indeed, at our modemn
world, in whicb gasoline plays so malevolent
and malodorous a part.

But in these hours of May's first fortnight,
when the summer fabrics bestrew the counters,
and the blue bay waters invite the fancy ta
sail across lakes and rivers ta St. Andrews-
by-the-Sea, even the business mian fargets the
cash register anid goes a-fisbing. Then the
girl, wbhose lot it is ta spend the shiniug hours
ian office, escapes in the evening ta one of

the city's open spaces, where the flawers and
the foliage art in the gladdest af spring's
adorning. It is a comi art to forget ail the
fashions which have bewildered us during the
last fewr montbs, ta ignore the vagaries, which
warr in Balkan States and liunatic Cubists and
Futurit have thrust upon us, andl consider
an!>' te xajimeat of the trees, which is now a
veritable.smhn in green. So, we forget
the evening paeran the popular magazine
andI settle dpw anacrnro the garden ta
read an ald-fashione paem whicb bas twa
lines with the lbest description of this blassami

,a . buzz of excitement" among the dealers must
make ever>' true reader of Browning feel that such
a scene is the most- vulgar manifestation af the
modemn publicit>' craze. As for Brownings own
views of the dignit>' and reticence which should
guard the experience of the indivîdual we turn
once mare to "House."

"Shahl I sonnet-sing yau about myself?
Do I live in a bouse you would like ta see?

Is it scant ai gear, bas it store of peli ?
Unlock my heart Iwitb a sonnet-ke>'?...

pitiful post-niortem message, "iand' it ain't no use
o f you r trying to make me. When you read this, 1
hope you will give up your habit of cleaning house
every timie you hear a robin sing."

Poor dear William! Our sympathies go o ut ta
the down-trodden saul, who found dust -chasing so
depressing that he determined ta returni ta the dust
itself. That last touch in the farewell note is of
infinite pathos and might piove the lhçart of Sylvia
Pankhurst. William must have possessed the
artistie temperament, to which the robin's note
makes an appeal whicb is nat to be tesisted. Wil-
liamn should have been dut in the woods, listening
to robins and orioles and blackbirds, iristead of
answering the stern cali of the carpet-beater, or
responding to the lure of thie window-washer. The

untidy bousewife hias frequently been heki up
to scorn, as a provoker of domestic discomfort,
wbo drives lier unfortunate husbanid to tarry
at the cocktail. However, th~e otiier extreme
miay be even more painful, with quite as tragic
resuits. There are flot many, however, eçven
amnong the over-cleanly Marthas who send an
unfortunate man to bis death at the bottom of
a stone quarry. William must have been a
poor creature, after ail, ta submît ta such a
beauy course in domestic science. He sbould
have taken the law and the broomstick in bis
own hands and given the lady a demonstration
of the rights of man.
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