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The Land Of Mighty Batties
Recent Impressions of Belgian Cilles That Held Back the German War Machine

AT ls Belginin like? Beigluin, this littie
eOuutry wbich bas jnst startled the warld
by OPPOsing bier puuy streugth ta the might
of the German War Lard! Ta the eyes
uary bebolder, Beliumin l very mucb like
Lu faet, if you were ta sail dawu the Meuse

yau might as well be ssiI-
ing dawn the Wye, except
that instesd of old rulned
castles yau wonld came
upau mediueval towus,
quiet, sleepy, lîttle places
that seemn ta put you back
juta the seveuteentb cen-
tury. Namur Is one of
these-as you step off auto
the quay you are along-
aide one of the qusint, old
streets, opposite ls the
little cafe wltb its tables
outside sud its !uuuy awil-
îugs striped witb mauy
colours. Yau <'an eut "en
plein air" sud malte tbe
most of tbe faiut breeze
froin the river. Be sure

' Iin Brussels. you see the cathedral af
St. Gudule, wlth lis great.
csrvings. To returu ta aur

rather Our boat. I said the valley af the
1 like that of the English Wye. You will
nIrle rcýky, wooded beights, the saine
fldS, but wlth thîs difference-linsteud of
8 Of wuving coru, strips of varions crops
lOO1klng like long green sud ysilow rlbbons

hu1es. The reuson for this ls thut under
3, law each time -the fariner dies the estate
ariuaug the sous, so that each, suoceeding
secs smfaller and smallez farins.

>le Of the district of the Ardennes laseS
f the hilly parts of rural Eugland that a

O! the one xnight easlly pass for a de-
~the other. But there la oue natural

'tbts district wortby o! notice. Near Roche-
eebrated, Gratta of Haun, tbe largest

[I cavern lu Europe and
Slargsst lu the world-
the Peak lu Derbyshire
~Iig1Y beside It. Yau

lie dlmn corridor, sud as
4iOiues uccustomed ta the

)gnto malte ont drlp-
teiýsou eitber side.

arefllY Over tbe uneven
8t leligth emerge into a

ib5e' called the Qathedral
ý Of a Imurveîîous arrange-

alciisud stalagmites
d, 1'seinbllug the pipes

ýrlorgan. If you are
Dl can have the' place

t' leetr1clty, for power-
'ae been Installed, but

l'eyeu wlll let your
t Ye by strips o! mag-

,r(ê-tbe fliclcering llgbts
Wrs help ta carry ou the t
tht5 underground world,

111Yyo Y.n.s;t stumble
tult8, aud more dlm cor-
11 011Y the beains o! a
[e tO point the way ntil

Xl Scalled sud tbe guide

climb s steep
wbeu you reacb
d Save the Ring"
qatlouul .A.tbem.
vill descend the
hull, ut the foot
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of which fiows a river, a veritable Styx. You wIll
seon dlscern a funny, littie boat, into which your
guide helps you, and 110W you can see nothing and
hear notbing but the splash of oars le1 the darkness.
Someafle begins ta sing "Lead Klndly Light" and
preseutly a pale ray gleamfs-you can see sbadowy
formns in1 the boat-a llttiP longer and your boat
glides out into the broad daylight. You have left
the world of shadows and are standing near the door
by whIch you entered the cavern. It seems ages
since yau started-you blink and rurb your eyes, and
wonder If it wasu't ail a dreain.

St. Hubert, a sinali towfl on the outskirts of the
Ardennes, gives yon salue idea of the natursi ad-
vantages of Beiuin wlth respect ta fortifications.
It is ou a rock with steeP sîdes. Hîgh up on the
rock is a beauttful cathedral dedicated ta the Saint
to which the town owes Its naine. St. Hubert seeins
to have been concerned lu seine kiud of adventure
witb a stag, though what precisely I neyer could
malte ont-ail the uccounts beiug so discursive that
the main narrative was lest In the telliug. However,
every shop and stall lu the place exhibits stags ln
varying sizes and of every avallable material. The
vendors appear ta thInk It a matter of the gruvest
Importance that yau should purchuse at least one
stag-thugh wheu I usked why they seeined rather
nouplussed far the moment, then let off a streuin of
words at the conclusion of which I was exactly as
wise as I had been ut the beginuiug-but I bonght
a stag. There is a large Frenchi element Iu Belginin.
Neurly ail the girls in the sbops are French, which,
accounts for their volulbilltY. Anid French is the
language of the educuted classes.

nRUS SELS, the capital, Is, one of the cleanestB and prettiest towus I have ever seeu-broad
avenues of trees everYwhere and rigbt througb

the tawn, beautîfully laid-Ont gardens. As ahl the world
knows, a good deal &! iace-makIng ls carrled ou. In
the shopping streets yon wll ofteii see neat Freuch
girls seated at the doors of the varions establish-
ments, plllow on kuse and fingers flasblng Iu andý

Before the Germin had begun the Inivasionl of Liege the Civil Guard
Belgian Capital, was calied out. The GoeOrrment offices have since

te Antwerp. Brussels la tiow occupled by the Germans.

out ainang the bobbins. Should you pause, lu-
terested lu the intricacies of the lace-making, there
will always bie a brigbt sinile for you*

"Madame would perhaps like ta see some lace?
Madame ueeds not to bny. We have beautiful lace
inside. I shall show Madame. Yes?"--I do nat
think Madame wIll emerge without somne lace.

There is a most extraordlnary callection of pic-
tures ln BrusBels, puluted by a man named Wlertz.
He wae cousidered. qulte mail, and judgiug by the
subjects, chosen, I tblnk must bave beeu so-but the
painting, is clever aud the gullery is worth seeing.

B RUSSELS is a very musical town, and only the
best music bas auy market. The opera seuson
lasts froin October ntil June, and after that

there are the autdoor concerts at the Vauxhaîl Gar-
dens. Iu fact there Is music all over Belgium., the
Belgiaus being greut loyers of music. Every ittle
town bas Its "Kursaul," or public garden, and it
is the custom for the iuhabitants to foreguther there
au summier evenIugs and, seated at hittie tables, to
discuss, the eveuts of the day and listen ta the reuliy
good baud dlscoursdng sweet musIc. Generally
speaking, there ls no charge for admission, but one
ls expected ta order a "soup or lemonade" or some
snob refreshinent. I coumeéhd the Idea to this
couutry, where there are so many long, fine eveuings.
The expense of a goad band ta bie pravided by the
municlpality wonld nlot be prohibitive, and some
such Innocent amusement would do far more ta stop
driuklug and cost less than ail the temrperunce cain-
paigus. But this ls a digression!

The couutry arouud Brussels ls fiat and the roads
good. It is no nusual thIng ta meet loaded waggous
60 miles froin the town. In fuct, as far as transport
is concerned, Belilm la unusually weil served, for
the whoie coulltryý ls intersectedl by canais. By
means of the canal conuectiug the ses witb the
Rblne, goods eau be conveyed ta the mlddle of
Europe, soins ndreds of miles. The railways are
numerons and state-owned, They have a convenfent
arrangemnt for tourlsts-you can get a "Bundreise"l
ticket, whlch meaus that for a speclfied prices yon
cuu get a ticket enublug yon to truvel wherever yen

like over the Belgian roade dnrlng
a specfled tlime. There la no dis.
tance lunilt. You cun go whsrever
you like wlthiu the tlzne Indicated.
Tbe ruilroads lose a good deal over
this, but as it attracts s0 many
visiters wbo, of course, spend
mouey lu the country, the Goveru-
ment cousiders this pollcy justlled.

The field of Waterloo, a few miles
from Brussels, ls a tiresome jour-
nsy, and unless on1e is a student
of military tactics wIll hardly repay
a visit. It lis mat a field, the points
of dnterest are far apart and there
is notblng to the ordiuary observer
to ldeutify the place with the
m.igbty struggle of former years.

Bruges la more luterestiug, for,
thougb ane o! the dead cities, sbe
bas preservsd much o! lier aucient
grandeur. Part of the aId wails are
sýtllI standIng and the fine cath-
edral, wblcb replaces a very aucieut
edifice bullt Iu the seventb ceutury.
In the days of bier greutuesa, shIps
used ta sal froin England and the
Mediterranesu direct ta Bruges, but
during tbe fifteentb ceutury the old

< ses sutrauce tbrougb the Zwlu
Channel graually'fllsd with saud,
sud froin that time bier Prosperity

of Brussels, the decllued. Âut'wsrp stepped luto
been removed hier place-helped lurgely by the

(Concluded ou page 18.)
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