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"surplus-

- $4,179,440
- 1,271,255
- 966,221

- 171,147
-- 300,341

The Income from interest shows a bandsome
increase over the previotis year. tbough the
saine higb standard of securities bas been
maintalned. The SAFE investment of moneY
j, and muai always be, of infinitelyr greater
importance than the interest return there-
f ront, and ibis principle bas ever guided the
management of this Company in the învest,
ment of îts fonds.

INSURANCE IN F0RCM OVER $51,000,00
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IF YOU WANT

HEALTH
STRENOTH
VIOOR
APPETITE

DRINK

Cosgrave's
AIe;

OR

Cosgravc's Porter
Made fromn pure

IRISH MALT.

Or a delicious blend of both

Haif and Haif
Âlways Âsk for Cosgrave's

The Hamilton Steel
and Iron Company

Limited

PIG MRON
Founclry. Basic, Malleable.

FORGINGS,
of Every Description.

Higli Grade Bar Iron.
Open Heartli Bar Steel.

HAMILTON - ON4TARTO

iii a .stranige tongue, and howing lis
white headuntil it touched an obJeet
that lay witlin the box.

XVhiat arc yon (bing, Jeeki ?" she
asked.

"Make bow to Little Bonsa, Miss
Barbara, tell lier liow glad I amn sec
lier corne baek fromn town. She like
fedl welcome. Now yon corne bow,
too, Little floisa take that as compli-
maent.''

-I won't bow, but I will look, Jeeki,
for although I have heard so mucli
about it I have neyer really examincd
tais Yellow God."

-Very good, you corne look, Miss,"
and Jeeki propped up tlie case upon
the endl of the dining-room table. As,
froni its heiglit and position she could
îaot sec its contents very well whilst
standing above it, Barbara kucît down
to get a better view of it.

"My goodness !" she exclaimed;
"wliat a terrible face, beautiful, too,
in its \vay."

Hardly liad the words left lier lips
whcn for some reason unexplained
that probalily liad to, do witli the shift-
ing of the centre of gravity, Little
l3onsa appeared to glide or faîl out
of lier box with a startling suddcn-
ness, and project lierseif straiglit at
Barbara, who, with a faint scream,
fearing lest the precious thing should
lic injiîreîl, cauglit it in lier arms and
for a monment hugged if to lier breast.

"Saved !" she exclaimed, recovering
lierself and placing it on the table,
whereon Jeeki, to their astonisliment,
began to execute a kind of war dance.

"Oh! yes," lie said, "saved, very
inucli savcd. Ail saved, most mag-
nificent omen. Lady kneel to Little
Bonsa and Little Bonsa nip out of
box, make bow and jump in lady's
anms. That splendid, first class luck,
for Miss and everybody. When Little
Bonsa do that need fear nothing no
more. Ail corne rîglit as, rain."

"Sec," said Jeeki, poînting-to tlie
rnisshapen little gold legs whicli were
yet s0 designed that it could bie stood
Up upofl theni, "wlien anyone wear
Little Bonsa, tie lier on liead behind
by these legs;j look, here saine old
Icather string. Now I put lier on, for
she like to lie worn again," and witli
a quick movement lie clappcd the
naiask on to lis face, rnanipulating the
grcasy black leather thongs and made
them fast, Thus adorned the great
negro looked no less thari terrifie.

"I sc you, Miss," lie said, turning
the flxed 'eyes of opal-like stone,
blood-shot with little rubies, upon
Barbara. "I see' you, thougli you no
sec me, for these eyes made very cun-
ning. But listen, you liear me," and
suddenly front the mask, produced liv
some contrivance set within it, there
proceeded an awful, liowling sound
that made lier shiver.

"Take that thing off, feeki," said
Alan, "we don't want any bansliees
here."

"Baushees? Not know hitu. He
poor' Englisli fetisli, -perhaps," said
Jeeki, as lie removed the mask. "This
real African god, liowl banslice and
aIl that sort into mniddle if next week.
This Little Bonsa. and no mistake, ten
thousand years old and more, eat up
lives, so many that no one can count
thens, and goý on eating for ever, yet
unto the third and fourth zeneration.
as Ten Commandmnents lay it down
for benefit of Christian man, like me.
Look at lier again, Miss Barbara."

"What is aIl that writing on the
back ýof it ?" asked Barbara, poinitinLg
to the long lines of rune-like charac-
ters whicli were inscribed within the
mask.

"Not know, Miss, they dead tongue
cut in the beginningwhen black men
could write. --But Asiki priests re-
mnember ïeveryone of thern, and that
why no one can copy Little Bonsa, for
they l-ook inside and see if letters al
riglit. They say they namtes of those
who died for Little Bonsa, and when

they aIl donc, Little Botîsa begiin
again, for tittle Bonsa neyer (lie.-

"XVeIl," said Barbara, -take Little
Bonsa away, for hiowcver lucky she
miay bc, she nakes nie feed stck."

*Where 1 put lier, Major?' asked
Jeeki of Alani. "In box iii Iibrary
wherc she used to live, or in plate-
safe with spoons? OJr under your
bied, where she always keep eye o11
you ?"

"(3h, put lier with the spoons," said
Alan angrîly, and Jeeki departcd witli
lus treasure.

-1 tlînk, (lear,- remarked Barbara
as the door eiosed behind hiin, "that
if 1 corne to lunch here any more, 1
shahl bring nay owta cliristening pres-
cnt witli me, for 1l can't eat off silver
that lias been shut up with that thing.
Now let us get to business-show me
the diary and the map."

"Dearest Alan," wrote Barbara
froni the Court two days later, "I
have been thinking everything over,
and since you are so set upofl it, I
suppose that you had better go. To
me the wliole adventure seenis per-
fectly mad, but at the saine tine 1
believe in your luck, or rather in tlie
Providence whicli watclies over us.
and I don't believe that vou, or I
either, will corne to any liarm. If vou
stop here, you will only eat your
lieart out. and communication be-
tween us must become increasingly
difficult. Mv uncle is furious with
you, and since lie discovered that we
wcre talking over the teleplione, to bis
own great inconvenience lie lias liad
the wires eut outside the house. Tliat
liorrid letter of lis to you, sayiniz
that you liad 'compromised' mre in
pursuance of 'a mercenary sellerie' is
ail part and parcel of the sanie thinz.
How are yon to stop liere and. submit
to such insults? I went to see mv
friend the lawycr, and lie tells me that
of course we can marry if we like.
but in that case my fatlier's will,
whicli lie lias consulted at Somerset
House, is absolutely definite, and if I
do so, in opposition to, my uncle's
wislies, I mnust lose everything except
£2o0 a year. Now 1 amn no monev
gruliber, but I will trot give mny uncle
the satisfaction of robbing me of mv
fortune, whicli may lie useful to both
of us by and by. The lawyer says
also that lie does not think that the
Court, of Cliancery would interfere,
liaving no power to do so, so far as
the will is concerncd, and not beinz
able to make a ward of a person like
myseif, wlio is over age, and has the
protection of the common law of the
country.

"Meanwhile, if vout can -make somte
money in Africa, so mucli the lietter.
So go, Alan, go as soon as vout like,
for 1 do not wisli to prolong this
agony, or to, sec you exposcd daily to
ail vout have to bear. Whenever vou
return you will flnd me waiting for
voit, and if you do not return, still
I shall'wait, as vou in like circumn-
stances will waît for nie. But I tliink
you will return."

"I arn glad to hear that vou have
succeeded in shifting the mortgage on
Yarleys, aithougli the interest is so
higli. Write to me whenever voit Zet
a chance, to tlie care of the lawyer,
for then the letters will reacli me, but
never to this bouse, or they may bie
stopped. I will do the sam6e to the
address you give. Good-bye, dearest
Alan, my truc and only lover. I won-
der where and wlien we shall meet
again. God be with us both and en-
able us to bear our trial.

"P.P.S,-I hear that the Sahara
flotation was really a success, flot-
withstanding the 'Judge' attacks. Sir
Robert and rny uncle have niade mil-
lions, I wonder how long they will
keep them !"

A week after hie received this letter
Alan was on the seas, heading for the
shores, of Western Africa.

(To be co-ntînued.)
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