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w<'Only No; V', answered the. youtb,
itb- markcd hesitancy, and bis, face

ciouded as he spoke.
"WeU , %what's the matter with that?

Ye eau go ini there, cai't ?"Tiie
major. sboied* bis- blue hanàs ia the
po ekets of his worn scouting breeches
and .glowered,

«'Wy-yes, ir-you can-only-»
Then the lieutenant gulped and got ne
furiher. The prettiet tîîxng tbe major
and hie two staff officers had seen fer
six menthe came galloping up onNa
spiriteil bey. Off camne the battered feit
batn. Major comnxandfng, adjutant, and
regimental quartermaster wvere deaf te
further remarks of local officiais and
sigbtletis te everything but the winsome
girl In saddle.
. ie could not 'have been more thin

el teen.' She was. divineiy Lall and,
-ia epite of--all--t Cheyenne-£epbyrs
coul d do at the expense of complexion,
mont divinely fair.- She fiad i aughIng
blue eyes, R lovely moutb, wth large,ý
white, 'eveu Leeth. Ber brigfit brown,
hair-iý piled up and ecientiically
screwed under a jaunty, >drab feit lbat
Ber forni wae wellnigh perfèct, se beau-

ifully ivas it rounded and. deveIopedý
She set ber bers. like an Amazon queen..
Snlll, wonder; ah. 'had ridden sine
bahyhood. Sh had ail hir, father's
regfinet atber feet. and Iiéw:.iomght
other worIds te conquer, In apite ef tihe
fact that the.mnu she moit feared and
fancicd stoocl in silence net: tcen paccai
away, a witness te the scene.

A brave-girl, too, wae Jeisica Thorn-
ton, and a good one. C64nétr le ne
crimen-a vomianwithout, it menea rose
withoût iLs fragrance. DaiWiter of -tb.
rcginent, Iongat Ruseil,. ahe lied turn-
er fromà* thé importunity 01 ite commis-
sioned bachelorsi, and bad fseineted big
Bob Ramsay of the Fiftb; danced with
bim,, tbrec out of six, at the fareweli
hep Lb. lit eU June; quarrelled with hum"vebementiy that-very igt,,and parted
with him ten heure later without a word
of remarie. He bad sent "ack'a few iittle,
friendly, uncornpromising missives .and
dnarchcd- the next day. NoW,. .herelie
-as back-witm bis rriltu4dedid
bien sent in two day. ahead, preceding
iL toe coose camp ground &Pd arrange
for aIl supplies, and'never liedlie-coe
near lier. She, springimg' lightly"frmý
eaddle, overwheimed the. major and -hbie
satellites with jeyeus, jubilant Congrat-i
ulation on their returu, but It Wes Bob
Ramsay se was etudying out of the.
corners ef ber bine eye&--Bob, who waS
busy directing the unpacking of a big
army wagen, and could net be- induced
te lance et ber et ail.

EvIen wlîen the major, «sizing up the.
situation,' found means whereby kto
siumomnn tii. youing officer ite his pres-
ence and Jessica Thorntona, ne good re-
sulted. Bob saiuted bis cominanding
officer and stood at attention. Bie did
net even Louch bis bat-brim, te ber.
Mentallyý and plîysicaily hie attitude
was «atrictly business," and the major
*had te -devise a protext.

<'Have. you relieved Lieutenant Dunn
as post commidssary t" lie asked.

"Four heure a go, sir, and se rcported
at- the ime."

«Flact," said the major, coioring, «Il
bad forgotten it. Er-weIl, lat'saal-
unes-m" bc fiuisbed IamneIy sud glanced
te where Miss Tliornton, chatting with
the adjutant, stood withlier ieft arum
tiîrough the reins, lier gauntleted banda
drawing lher vhip-lasliîte and. frein be.
tween ber ripe red lips, ber eyes shoot-
ing furtive giances under their long
lashes- away frein the twe staff oficers
and straight- at the unmeltiug Ramsay.
The-major's hin t feu flat. Ramslay chose
to regard the situation as cntirely offi-
ciai.

"WVe1-oh, what 1 wanted Lo saY,
Ratmsay." hurried o1, tie major, <is that
we're going te eleep. ini No. 1 to-nigl't--
mrake our bedding down on the floor, YOu,
know, sud as you're relieved froin troop
duty wc'd be glad to have you with uas.
TrellI Lhe -wa-oner to duînp y<îîîr Iedding
ioll with oui-s over at the enîd liOuse Of
the row.e"

'*Thank you. major. I may have t","
answered Raiinsay promptly, but, stili
înaintaining tie attitude of attention.
<'D)umîn went -off an- heur ago and fdrgot
Lu ]cave me the combination. I can't
open the office safe and here's a wad of
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somethlng like -seven bhndred ,db1Irs
com.missary fundg. *If it won't crowd
yOu-"

«Oh, net a, bit of it!" s.tid Dewnee
heârtiiy. "The more the merrier"

"Whlere did Major D)owner say yen
,Were tosleep t" asked Miss Thornton,
suddenly, of the adjutant. 'Not-No(.
i !" and an odd anxiety stoed inalber
bright eyea.

'No. 1 it je-four deors frein ycurs,
as I remember, and convenienkt Ce the
clubroom." Mr. BiIling's gaze was foi-
lowing Ramsay as that officer bastened
back te hie wagon, atili refusing te eee
that: Jeusica -Thoraton stood chatting
Iwith hie comiades but ahooting glances
at hlm. She, Itoo,. i spite of gallant.
effort, 10und, that [imPuhse 'te gaze un-
controllable, but, noting hi. persstt
iRdiffrçuo,. peaet1y turned away.

«I thinklilride over, home. ntw," she
said, gathennmg akirts andei-vem
bler eyes, suspicioualy beginning to
swim, lashedba&_ one more--on te
broad straight back and squaréd should-
ers of Mr. Robert Ramaay.' Her radiant
face lied paled a bit. Her rlghtlibéa&
eought the. off pommel;- the, toi Ôo* *4

shiny littie boot popped inta the praq
ticed band of.tthe quartennaster, aujd up
she abot into saddle, light as*-s bl&p4
with a comprehiensive nod têml.t
the tbree, rode awIViM.ly awa.*. oW&trte
eaétward gate.

* 'Wherer'ryQu- sa mgr-ad the. adJu-.
tant, thiat'inigh tW t IZth «éèîiY'ý
in, cbarge . "I1%tàli .you-'teaiike diowna
your blankets in the dining-room."

"I know, air, u1d- triy, -iii * l
barrassed sainte. <'Bî.ýf* h~m
ant doesn't m id,*,I-I'd like
over'with 'C' ,Ti'oop.k 1 know m~t'
their fellea. 1--1%. bqlWthe ii.
doors.Y w'

«Oas, you peaeéthéugh that
leaves us with nobody. Preuse, too, ask-
ed.toe sleep over In barracks"--But Gray,
was. gone.,

lMr. Billinga looked abouthlm. Th*"
'aýéîlIa and' loor of the littie, army <arlot
seeted unllsuàlly haro.4- A vooden tab10Ëý
Nith a laùteM~ on the south aide s"d
c6alstove et tihe north, rere .the Oul3Ïi

latter were the outsp cap it
four uffleers, apread on t0*foo, n-
thougli it waa birely tea o' l.,tv
of. these gentry,;tii. major sd leu.,
ant' Ramsay, the néw pont oenmwsàrO11'
hi 'd turned hfiforthe. nigbt., Th.yhà
been up sine. the. earlie.t dlawn t
were glad of reat. Huil, glnt
quartrmaster, waa atm lout oliggl
s6mewhere îlong the- row.

'Back of the. bare parlor lay tii.bsr
dining-room. Baek of the. bare Muug
room the cheerleusa kitcen; baek of.1tbîtý
some wood and ceai sheda. «ýBoit theê
deora, wiil you, Billinge t" sbouted Ram-
say, a»g the former hied gene epo~.
'*1can't riak thie meney, yet l'y. got W
until morning."

<'Al set," answered the, adjutait, àa
lie in turn kieked off his boots., a
minutes in came Hull, locking the k.r
belîind himi. In twenty the. major was
snoring andl turning the lantern Iow,
iluli, tee, scrambled ite hie blankete
and the quartet waa spcedily lulled t*
sleep.

Two heurs later Billinge started fromn
slumber. Somebody was aneaking.

«Wýlho'e that walking abouttliefrt»
testily demanded the majer. "WVlaL the
devil's the mater t» No anawgr.

Bilings squirmed out of bis blankets.
««I haven't moved,' said lie. <'Did yen
put out the. Iigl*» h. continued, as
Hull'a long arma came out frein under
the bianket and the quartermaater indul-
ged i a etretch and yawn. The adjut-
ant lied struck a match and was retoech-
ing the lantern. The majer was. ittlng
up. I'Nobody seems te have tirred in
this eutfit. WbIat had you heard 1", asked
Billings.

'<Somebody moving about-pla in as
could be. 1 hailed twice and geL ne
answer. I theuglît it muet be Hull.

'<And 1 thouglit it was you, Blig,
put in the quarternîaster. "Semnebody
w~as prowhing about here in stocking
feet-sure." Theix Ramsay started up
and sbovcd a haud underneatm hie rude
pil1ow. The iantern threw its mild rays
about the room, «Packet's ail right,"
said hie. «Could it have lbeen Gray, or
Preusa, coming in after ail?,,
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