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against him by a najority of 10 1 to 66,-one of the representatives from British Columbia&
as I aRm informed, proteing agiinst Members froi the more distant Provinces in the
Dominlion beling r-equtired to rturni to Otte wa No bite in, the summiiier as the 2nd of Jutly.

But the iltention of the Ilouse is still further exhilited by the following circum-
stance. During the S.saioi a Bill was pissed increasing the indemnity paid in this
country to Members of Parliament for therir attlandace. Ilto that Bill a Clause was
intrnduced to the following efect : " Th,- said amendments shall appaly to the present
"SesiOn of Parliament, and it eitier louse shall adjoui n for more than thirty days such

adjournmnent shall, for die pur''oses of such act, be equivatlent to a prorogation." This
p)rovisioll was intended by its authors to enable Members to receive their salaries and
traveblling expenses on the '3rd May, li dvy on whichî Pariament adjourned, without
hIving to wait foir the 13th Anîust, the day ianed for prorogation. I may also mention
that the simle day, i..,on the 23rd May, i came in State to'he Senate Chamber to give
ny assent to the Bills of the i ; antd in view of a Progress I intended to make
through the Maritime Provinces during theumninier, i provided, before leaving Ottawa, for
the prorogation of Parliament by commission, in order to spare niyself the labor and
fatigue of a journey of 2,400 miles for what I understood would be a nere formality.

From the foregoing narrative Your Lordship will probably agree with me in the
Conlusion that up to the time when thîe Houses adjourned, it was clearly the wish and
the expectation of Parliament that prorogation should take place on the 13th August.
And it is most natural tiat this shouldt have been the case. The commercial business and
the agriculturaI opîeratIiois of the year have to be crowded into the five short months of
sumnier. Alnost every Member of both Houses in this country is actively engaged in
business pirsuits requiring his personal attendance. To be detained froîu home at this
seuison imîplies not only extreme inconvenience but pecuniary lois. Already the lateneus
of the current Session lad bred considerable disconitent, and it had been expresuly
determined by the Hoiuse thuat in future the Session should never begin later than
the first week of Februnrv. The distance fron Hletifax to Ottawa is sumething like
1,200 miles, fron Victor-ia in litish Colunibia it is 4,000 miles. The reassembly of
Parliament in, August, for the transaction of business wouil have eut up the entire
sumnier, as far ais miny Meil)ers were concerned, aud wtould have been more or leu in-
convenient to aIl but thooe who reuide within a day or two's journey of Ottawa. The
Imlajority in the louse of commns appar to have attached but little significance to Mr.
lnnt1ingto?.'s accuLsations, for they negatived his motion vithout even requiring my Min-
stors to reply to it, anud I do nîot imiagine that any one of them contemplated a renewal

of the Session on the 13th of A ugust. But tiough the conduct of the majority who con-
fidcd in the Government i easil uitierstood, the procedure of the Members of the Oppo.
sitioi is 1o1re ditlicult to exlain. They had in their possession, it is to be presuued,

rhîat they conîsidered convincing lroofs of the corruption of Ministers. The matter Lad
been referred to the adjudication of a conmitte, aund according tD the theory of the pro-
secution, could have bit onie result. Ltronig il these convictions, they should never have
allowed the announcement of Prorogation to have passd unchallenged, but should have
resorted to every menus known to the constitution by which such a consommation could
haftve been peluided. Indeed, so obviotus was their duty in this reect, that their
Opitonients alive auttributed to thei a deliberate intention of allowing the î.ispersion of tie
mtijority to take place sueb silentio, with a view to the packing of a flouse with their own
adherents on the day to which it had adjourned, an operation to theyn exceptionally oesy,as the Parliamntary strength, of the Ministers lies principallv in the Maritime and out-
ying Provinces. whilu their own is close at home in the central region of Ontario and

be. The siinme<luent publication in the newspaper of the documents now known i
el irtn and McMu/len correspxond(tence is pointed to as ltving been a nove in aid of the

e llnworthy policy, by supplying a sudden and unexpectedI pi etext for inaisting on the
isprmOAto intervention of Parliament at a time when the Ministerial supportr weredisporsed.


