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against him by a majority of 101 to 66,—one of the representatives fmm Brit.iu!x Colpmbm
88 Iam informed, protesting against Members from the more distant Provinces in the
Dominion being required to return to Ottrwa 8o late in the summer us the Ind of July.
But the intention of the House is still further exhilited by the following circum-
stance. During the Semsion n Bill was prssed increasing the indemnity peid in this
country to Members of Parliament for their attandance. Into that Bill a clause was
intmtl}med to the following effect : * The said amendments shall apply to the present
* Session of Parliament, and it cither House shall adjowrn for move than thirty days such
“ “dJ}“n*nment shall, for the purnoses of such act, be equivalent to a prorogation.” This
Provision was intended by its authors to enalle Members to veceive their salaries and
travalling expenses on the »3rd May, the day on which Parviament adjourned, without
having to wait for the 13th August, the day named for provogation. I may also mention
that the same day, £.e., on the 23:d May, I came in State to the Senate Chamber to give
my assont to the Bills of the Sexsion; and in view of Progress I intended to make
through the Maritime Provinees during the summer, I provided, before leaving Ottawa, for
the prorogution of Parlinment by commission, in order to spare myself the Iabor and
futigue of a Jjourney of 2,400 miles for what I understood would be a mere formaht_y.
From the foregoing narrutive Your Lordship will probably agree with me in the
conclusion that up to the time when the Houses adjourned, it was clearly the wish and
the expectation of Parliament that prorogation should take place on the 13th August.
And it is most natural that this should have been the case. The commercial business and
the agricultural operations of tho vear have to be crowded into the five short months of
Swnmer, Alinost every Member of hoth Houses in this country is actively engaged in
business pursuits requiring his personal attendance. To be detained frow home at this
season implies not only extreme inconvenience but preuniary loss.  Already the lateness
of the current Session had bred considerable discontent, and it had been expressly
determined by the House that in future the Session should never begin later than
the first wock of February. The distance from Halifax to Ottawa is sumothing like
1,200 miles, from Victoria in British Columbia it is 4,000 miles, The re-assembly of
Parliament in August, for the transaction of business, would have cat up the entire
summer, as far as many Members were concerned, and would have been more or lesa in-
convenient to all but there who reside within a day or two's journey of Ottawa. The
majority in the Honse of Commons appear to have attached but little significance to Mr.
Huntington’s accusations, for they negatived his motion without even vequiring my Min-
1stors to reply to it, and I do not imagine that any onc ot them coutemplated a renewal
of the Session on the 13th of August.  But though the conduct of the majority who con-
ﬁ_dfnl in the Government ia ecasil ¥ understood, the procedure of the Members of the Oppo-
Sition is more diflicult to explain, They had in their possession, it is to be presumed,
what they considered convineing proofs of the corruption of Ministers.  The matter had
been referred to the adjudication of a committee, and according t> the theory of the pro-
secution, could have but one result. Strong in these convictions, they should never have
allowed the snnouncement of Prorogation to have passed unchallenged, but should have
resorted to every means kuown to the constitution by which such a consummation conld
have been precluded. 1ndeed, so obvious was their duty in this respeet, that their
Obponents have attributed to them a deliberate intenticn of allowing the uispersion of the
gority to take place sub silentio, with a view to the packing of & House with their own
adhorents on the day to which # had adjourned, an operation to them exceptionally emsy,
a8 the Parlinmentm-y strength of the Ministers lies prinejpally in the Maritime and out-
ying Provinces, whilk their own is close ut home in the central vegion of Ontario and
t‘h‘:;“;‘?- The subsequent publication in the newspapers of the documents now known as
iy lan and MeMullen correspondence is pointed to as having been a move in aid of the
24Me nnworthy poliey, by supplying a sudden and unexpected pretext for insisting on the

a’i‘;;*:;‘:te intervention of Parlinment at a time when the Ministerial supporters were



