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Copy,
Canada,
No. 18.

The Earl of Carnarvon to the Ear of Dfeirin.

DowNiNn STREET, January 15, 1877.

My Loiti,-I referred to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Your
Lordship's Despatech, No. 259, of the 27th Noveiber last, in which Vou elivlosed a
Report of a Committee of the Privy Council again urging that ler Ma*jety's
Government should take steps to secure the organization of the Halalx Fisherie
Commission without further delay.

I enclose for your information and for conmunication to your Gioverinment, a
copy of the reply which has been received fron le Foreign Oiliee lhewi the steps
which have been taken in reference to the matter.

I have, &e.,
(Signed) CA RNA R VON.

Governor General
The Right Honorable

The Earl of DUFFERIN, K.P.,G.C.M.,K.C.U.
Et etc., etc.

The Forein Ofice to the (Co/onia Qj0i e.

FOREmON OreE, Janar: 7, 1877.

SIR,-I have received and laid before the Earl of )erby yonr letter of the 14th
ultimo, enclosing a resolntion ot the Canadian Privy Coancil, ieuesti tiat the
attention of the United States Gfovernment should be called to thc delays which havo
arisen in the organization of the Halifax Fisheies Commission.

The Earl of Carnarvon is already aware toni the correspondebee whieh has
passed between this Depariment and the Colonial Office, that ler Majesv's Govern-
ment are fully alive to the necessity of obtaining a settlement of a question of euch
great importance to the Doninior of Canada, and in order thit lis Lordship May
be enabled to show to the Colonial (overnment that their interests have not been la
any way negleted, I an directed by the Earl of Derby to take this opportunity Of
recapitulating the progress of the negotiations which have taken place with a viee
to brng about the organization of the Commission provided for by tle Treaty of

Washington.
Thç Act necessary to enable United States citizens to avail themselves of the

freedom of the British North American inshore fisheries vas passed on the 25th Of
February, 1873, and a Proclanat ion, dated Washington, 7th June, tixed the 1st ofJuly,
1873, as the day on which the Fisheries Articles of the Treaty of Washington shoUld
corne into operation.

On the 11th of July of the same year Mr. Rothery was appointed to be JIer
Majesty's agent to the Halifax Commission, and steps were at once taken for

proeeeding to the nomination of the third Commissioner in conjuniction with the
Government of the United States.

In the meanwhile Mr. Rothery proceeded to Canada to consult with thie Colonial
authorities as to the preparatory arrangements necessary for the meeting of the
Commission, and after having spent a short time in the Dominion, proceeded, with,
the approval of the Canadian Govarnment, to Washington in order to settle, i
possible, the fishery question by an arrangement other than that of the Commission.
The form which the negotiations eventually took was that of a renewal of the reci'
procity Treaty, and in order that Colonial interests might be fully represented in thxe
preparation of such a Treaty the Honorable George Brown was appointed Joitn


