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exprefsly change them. However this opinion, though not well
grounded, is pretty general among the Englith inhabitants of this

province.

And in the fecond place, they fay, that, fuppofing that the laws
of England were not of courfe introduced into this province by the
very conqueft itfelf and the fubjection of the country to the crown
of Great Britain, yet that they have been exprefly introduced by
your Majefty’s proclamation of the 7th of October 1763, in the
words that have been mentioned in the former part of this report;
in which your Majefty affures them, that they may confide in your
Majefty’s royal preteétion for the enjoyment of the benefit of the

laws of England. .

dtaagead  The third methed of fettling the laws of this province, by
she third = making the laws of England the general bafis of them, and per-
o mitting the Canadian cuftoms to continue with refpect only to fome
particular excepted fubjects, and this by a general reference to the
French law-books in which thofe cuftoms are contained, without at=
tempting to enumerate and exprefs them anew, would alfo be a very
fhort and eafy one to your Majefty’s minifters and fervants both in
England and in this province; and will be very agreeable and fati{-
faGory to your Majefty’s Britith fubjects in this province. Yet it

will be attended with the following inconveniencies.

By preferving a confiderable pert of the French law in the lump,
or by a general reference to the French law-books that contain it,
it will in fome degree keep up in the minds of the Canadians that
reverence for the laws and lawyers of Paris, and that confequential
opinion of the happinefs of being fubjeft to the French government
(as being that under which thofe laws may be moft ably admi-.
niftered) which all perfons that are zealoufly attached to your Ma-
jefty’s government would naturally with to fee extinguithed. But
this objection will take place in a much lefs degree againft this
method, than againft the laft-mentioned, or fecond method, by
which almoft the whole body of the French laws would be revived.

Further, if this third method of fettling the laws is purfued,
fome of the Canadians will probably make the two following objec-

sions to it. They will fay, in the firft place, that the whole body
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