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contracted for the huildino, of the Xorth Shore Railway at; part of
the Catiadian Pacific R.iilvi3-, alinost all the Quebec Contingent to
the Fecleral Parlianient liiiii to tuke t1icir le-ad in forcin the
Goveriiiiient's liand. He liad only a Nvord to say (at least the

probabilities authorize the statenient) tc) liold the destilly of the
Cabinet in his owii liands : but lie reinaitied thorotiglily loyal to Sir

jolui, kilovillg that justice wotild be done iii the end %vitliout
violence. His loyalty and the excellence of his political, jud-iliclit

were equally conspictiotis in 1879, the Marquis of Lortie
refti.sect to sanction the disinissal of Letellier (le

Saint-ilist. "Plie 1-i-ciicli-Caiia(liaii Conservatives Nvere aliiiost
iiiiiiiiiiiious iii accusing Sir John's Goveriiiiient of Nveak-ties.s, and. at
a meeting lield in Montreat by the inost influetitial Conservatives, to

protest against the retention of the Liciitetiatit-Go%-eriior, NIr.
Cliapleait stood alone agaitist tlic excited crowd of his own friench;
in combatting the violent tactics they %vislied to try.

Wlien Riel was executed, 'Mr. Chapleau could have becoine Kiiig
of the Province of Quebec. The Liberals united witli the Coliser-

tative iiienibers iii beggiiig Iiiiii to put Iiiii,ý;elf rit tlieir liead.
Tliere is no doubt tlint his action would have entailcd the fall of the
Goveriiiiient at duit tiiiie and that lie m-ould liave retimied to pover

-vitli an immense strengtli. Olie can get ali idea of it by the wliolly
unexpected strength m-liicli this incident alone stiddenly gave to INIr.

'Mercier. Wliat would this weapon not have been in the liands of a
man wliose prestige was a1ready so firtilly establislied ? , or .111 men
of sense and moderation, Mr. Cliapleati gave, in tliese circiiiiistances,
proof of a courage and a self-denial, whicli the purest disinterested-
iiess could not surpass.

It is iiow generally admitted that his talents and his senices
have iiot had an opportiiiiity of achieving all Unit they could at
Ottawa, since it is iiiilieard of tliat a Minister shotild liave reniailied

eiglit years simply -Secret-ýtry of State ; tliat is to say witli a, portfolio
carrying no patronage. In our constitutional systein, patronage is

as iiecessary to popularity as the air is essential to the hings.
Ceiterally a Minister is beloved according to the services %vliicli lie
can render, or the favours wliich lie caii distribute. There is no

doubt that Mr. Chaffleau lias been obliged, as otliers, to experience


