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inflainniatory articles, it required nothing further to niake thera deter-
mine on a complote rout. Wlien an ariny is thus dispersed, it is lost,
if sonie etiergetie man does siot conie forward promptly to take coni-

m.ttl(l«tildleýiclitl).icktoc-ýitilp. Mr. Lacosteunderstood the dangerthat
his party ran. Taking soine friends into his confidence, lie represented

to them the necessity for instant action and for finding a rallying-
point, in order to tend back the disinayerd fugitives. The. formulation
of thisscherne was but the %vork of an evening. He pointed out also,
as a solution of the difficulties of the situation, the retirement of INIr.

Ouimet, who liad for supporters oilly Messrs. Archambault anci
Chapleau, Messrs, Robertson, Ross, and Fortin having resigned th&

portfolios, and Mr. de Boucherville to replace Ilim. This very practi-
cal proposition soon got under way and assurned tangible forni.

Some chays later, the de Boucherville cabinet replacect the Ouiniet
administration. It was zi service that sou-lit no reco-nition, that

whicli Mr. Lacoste haci perfornied, but it was of as great importance
to his party as a life-buoy thrown out to a drowning nian.

In 1881, lie was called by the Chapleau governnient te, the Lqgis-
lative Comicil. Upoii this, certain friends of his, out of pure good

will, 110 doubt, did so mucli violence to their feelings as to predict for
him complete failure, these worthies, avowing that lie %vas too good a

lawyer to be ot the stuff out of whicli politicians are made. His first
speech, however, delivered on the occasion of the sale of the North
Shore Railwav, put these false proplicts to confusion. This speech
won for hini a higli place in the Council, and establislied his influence

beyond cavil. He raised Iiiiiiself by the force of argument, the logic
of carefully collected facts, to a level Nvitli the foreniost legisiators of

our time. This address testified to an extensive knowledge of admin-
istrative law, and of those establislied principles which should inspire

our provincial politics.
In 1884, lie entered the Senate, %viiere lie studied, the functions

which that assembly otiglit to titi in our institutions. From his point
of view, it ouglit to widen its sphere of action and -ive to its opera-

'111 importance which should have the effect of silencing its
-létractors, Why, for instance, should not the Senate brin- a keener

scrutiny to bear upon the work of the Commons? It is only too
true, unfortunately, that in the liurry and press of the work of
legislation in the House, the encroacliment of the central goverriment


