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to leave the Liouse, unless for a shert aring. and
pacticularly not to go to the obseqnies to-morrow,
nor to the funeral on Thursday. The remem-
hrance of the extraordinary kindness with which
the illustrious deceased hononured me, while the ex-

ession of his esteem was suflicient-to confer honour
tpon the most cxalted by rank or diguity, will na-
turally excite surprisc at my absence on such occa-
sions among those who know me, and especially if
my absence be noticed by the immediate relatives
of that great maun. 1 beg, therelore, that you will
take the trouble, as occasion nay offer, to explain
the reason why I am not found, where if I could be,
I ought to he ; and that you will assure the beloved
family whoare the chief sufferers, and whose most
severe trial I deeply lament, that though 1 caunot
attend at the obsequies in the church or at the fu-
neral procession, to-morrow and Thursday shall be
consccrated by me to fervent prayer for the immor-
tal soul whose eternal happiness is now the fondest
desire of those who best loved him.

“ 1 have the honour to be, with great esteem and
respect, reverend and dear Sir, your ever faithful
servant, )

“ %« MICHAFKIL BLAKE.

“The Rev. Peter Cooper, &c., &c.”

THE OFFICE

commenced a little after eleven—1the Rev. Doctors
L aphen, and O'Haunlon, acting as chaunters.  ‘The
nine lessons of the nocturns were read by nine of
the prelates present. Peculiarly mournf{ul, indeed,
on this mournful occasion, was the low deep chaunt
of the solemn office for thedead. The joyons notes
of the organ werc hushed. Nothing was heard but
the saddest and most solemn tones the human voice
can produce,over which ever and anon was heard the
tolling of the death bell, which ceased not toremind
the city of the loss it had sustained.

THE GRAND HIGH MASS.

The. grand high mass, at which the Right Rev.
Doctor Whelan acted as celebrant, Doctor Cooper as
Deacon, Kev. Mr. Murphy, as Sub-Deacon, Rev.
Mr. Keogh, as senior mastei of ceremounies, and the
Rev. Mr. Pope, as assistaut priest, commenced as
soon as the office had termirated. The Vener-
able Metropolitan, the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, pre-
sided. . )

The ceremonies of the Catholic Church, always
solemn,alivays beautiful, always grand,always preg-
nant with meaning, were especially so, on the pre-
sent occasion. The presence of'so many clergymen
whese venerable hairs surpassed their surplices in
whitenzss—the presence of so many learned .and
pious prelates—the dignity, the age,and sainted look
of him who presided—the occasion that called them
together—the solemn, yet sublime appeartince of

the chuicli—Dbut, zhove all, the idea that O'Connell |

was there, predisposed the andienee to enter tully
o the feelings the solemn oceaston mapired.to wi-
nbo the eloquent teaching of the mute crremonies,
ond read aright the lessons they gave.  Never shall
we forget the sensations we felt when, about the
awful moment of consccration, the whole assembly
fell prostrate in adotation, and nothing was heard
but the O Salutaris waited on the rich, deep,
full voice of Doctor Laphen. It was, mdeed,
a scenc worthy of Iecland mourning her li-
berator,

THE FUNERAL ORATION

Was preached by the Rev. Dr. Miley.  The appear-
ance of the reverend gentleman in the pulpit seemed
to have increased the interest taken in the proceed-
ings by all who were present.  The preacher had
journeyed so far with (’Connell alive and dead, he
came before the people as the guardian of their dear-
est treasure. At least they would appear to view
him in that light.  Often during his brilhant dis-
cowrse hie wept himself and drew tears from his au-
dience. e described O°Connoll’s vietory i death
his fame at Rome and all over the world. He gave
an eloguent account of the obsequies 1n Rome, offthe
journey homewards, of the passage through the
Alps, their reception in k'rance, and in England,
asked where could O'Connell he tivalled among the
great men of the past, vindicated ()’Connell’s prin-
ciples in language equally beautiful, forcible, and
cloquent, aliuded to O’Connell’s sincere devotion
to his religion, aund to the new link by which-he
has bound Ireland to Rome Ly cending his heart
therd, dwelt feelingly on O'Connell’s great love for
thie Irish people, and expressed his coaviction that
the suffering of the poor in Ireland this year had
weighed so heavily upon him as to hasten his
death, and concluded by recommending that O"Con-
nell’s remasns should be interred near his childhood's
home.

THE ABSOLUTION,

The solemn absolution which the Pontifical pre-
scribes 1 oflices fora Pope, a Bishop, or a Pringe,
was give b on yesterday over the remams of O¢Con-
nell. This interesting ceremony, so scldom cele-
brated, and which raised O’Connell to the digmty
of a Princein the Catholic Church of his native land
was thus performed. The five senior bishops, the
Most Rev. Doctors Murray, MHale, and Nicholsen
and the Right Rev. Doctors Keating and Whelan,
left the sacristy in black copes, followed the IMaster
of the ceremonies to the Catafalque, and took their
positionsat the respective corners, the celebrant re-
maining at the head. Each in turn, then gave the
usual absolution prescribed in the Roman Pontifical.
And thus ended tho most solemn obsequues ever ce-

lebrated in Dublin.



