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It is your business to discourage the illegitimate trade paper.

It is your business to encourage, with your money and your

interest, the trade paper of character, for such a paper is as

much a part of your business, and is as necessary ta your busi.

ness, as your desks and yoir counters.

THE JANUARY TRADE.

JANU.\RY is the judgmîent niontl of the year. It is the

month that shows strength or weakness of a concern.

In January storks are inventoried, accounts settled and the

business of the year I, weiglhed in the balances.

Diont listeni to doleful ditties. Look for the brighter times

that are crowthng the already prosperous present.

Renember that aa nu wound did ever heal except by
time."

Dout expect too much in a few months' inprovement.

And if vour business has no bright side it must be because

it sadlyi nends polishing.
Ilease reniember, says The Dry Goods Economist. that ai-

thuugh january is the great month of the ycar for clearing sales,

the merchant who uses no other means to make business will

have but a sorry nonth's trade.

Wide-awake merchants ail over the country have rescued

the month froni the old-time quietness in which it was once

enshrouded, but it has been donc by timely offering of new and

desirable goods, and these m:ethiods have also enabled them to

work off the balance of their winter stock with greater case and

t nuch libetter advantage.
They have also made January a very strong and important

advertising inonth, not merely as regards newspaper work, but

in the superlative values which are ofTered to their customers

and which-like actions -speak louder than newspaper talk.

january is the month in which to thoronghly advertise the

business, and to lay a good foundation for spring and summer

work, hy methods which will convince old customers that their

confidence is well placed, and by winning new ones and enlist-

ing them heartily in the cause.

January is seed tie, and neglect now will mcan useless

regrets when a bountiful harvest is looked for. The merchant

who says that it is a no-account month makes a nistake. Work

as carestly as you did for the Christmas trade, and you will

make no nistake.
'lle rennant countcr may be in charge of a young beginner.

That is all the more reason why hahits of good stock-keeping
should be carly înstilled into him. That boy if properly trained

may sone day bc your right.hand man, and "just as the twig is

>ent the tree's inclined."
Besides, those remnants will sell far mare readily, and vith

smaller loss, if they have the appearance of being useful and

usable pieces of dry goods, instead of looking like a pile of

dust rags.

A SPECIAL IN GARMENTS.

The demand for ready.nade garments has grown to such an

extent this past season that Boultcr ,' Stewart have added five

dfferent mills, samples for spring trade, consisting of blouse

w.aists, wrappers, etc. They are making a specialty o! lines suit

able for trade leaders, as advertiscd in this issue. It will pa

you to cal and sec this hne when in the city. Their travelers

stan ont jan. o11h showing these goods.

GOODS R EVI W

BRITISH DISOONTENT WITH OUR INSOL.VENOY LAW.

A MEETING of tte British Empire League was held in

London, Eng., last month to promote the enactnient of a

Canadian insolvency law. Mr. louss, of Cook. Sons & Co.,

moved, seconded by Mr. Tanner, of S. Hanson, Sons &

larter:
.That an the opiniun of this metinz the fact that nu Itrilation esist applicable Io ail

pro1 inces uf tie l)mninin of Canada prouding for the railization. administration. and

djstritutiottn f nohcnt tstates tend, .eriusly retrict trade I.rtween %lt Doniiuon of

Canada and <reat ilritain, and that the cotàlidrnce of Britisih tr.ders in the cxport of goods

t,> the ihmrini,n éould toe inctrae i ir there cisttd in the Doiinon legi>lation as to

inhei.cnt tstatc pr.wdn for a pro rata itistribution af the proceeds atongst ail credi-

tor. the aIiidanscof parèreferentia lpaments and 'oluntaty settlentents. thte fthng of

adeuiate accounts by the deb-tor %haing hiasstt and liabiities, and explaining the

dtficiency shon b stucia accounts and the putishlnsentof tradter, who trade reckesly.

fraudulently. and uatl a knowledgr of inl4vency. Tiiat tse E Ceutive comnittee of the

Lcague le requestesI to take uei ,.tep as it may dee:n de,irali1e t ltarng tht resoutoa

under the notice of the Canadian (;oscrnment.*

''he resolution was adopted.
Commenting upon this The London Drapery World says:

Each of the provinces which constitute the Dominion of Can-

ada has some sort of bankruptcy laws of its own. This would

not matter so very much, perhaps, if they provided for the pro-

per realization, administration and distribution of insolvent es-

tates, but they do not, according to our ideas, for the one thing

that our laws guard most jealously against is the giving of any

kind of preference to one creditor over ano ther. In the vanous

provinces of Canada the reverse is the case, and the smartest

creditor can save himself at the expense of tha others if he will.

Unfortunately, this too often happens, and, of course, creditors

on this side of the Atlantic have to come in at the finish and

take what is left for them. NaturaUly, they are dissatisfied, and

rather than run the risks that the existing legislationi forces upon

theni, they let considerable business pass by; and hence it is

that it is only arms who can afford the risk that do the trade."

Our English contemporary is right in contending that Cana-

dian legislators are dilatory in this matter, and that the best

business sense of the country favors a reform in the law. There

may be differences of opinion as to the nature of the changes to

be made, but this need not lead to the whole measure being

" hung up " indehnitely. Vet that seems to be the present

position of affairs.

GOOD MATERIAI.S FOR TAILOR-MADE GOWNS.

Tailor-made costumes are becoming almost as fashionable

here, says The New Vork Dry Goods Chronicle, as they are in

England, and they are worn by our own elegantes with as much

grace and becomingness as our English sisters. Some of the

most aupropriate fabrics used are Irish friezes and Donegal

homespuns, the stoutness of which betokens endless durabilty.

Then there are the Caledon tweeds, somewhat softer in texture,

anade in plain shades or mixtures; some of the latter are beau-

tiful.blendings of color-for example, a gown made in tweed

shows a small check of brown or electric-blue, a heather or rich

brown, just speckled with electric-blue, and another mingled

with purple, gr,.n or brown. Serges plain and diagonal and

warm materials of every description, zebelines, and most styles

Of boucles are adaptable to the tailor.made costume.

GETTING A FREE AD.

London tradesmen are clever advertisers at times. The

L.ondon ncwspapers of late have had items like the following:

" His Majesty the King of Portugal visited on Wedncsday last

the establishment of John Smith, and bought several pieces of

choice," etc. English shopkeepers know the. value of royalties.


