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JOUN FLAVILL

I3 not too haty to get «ft' the yole which God hath pnt
]% upen yourneek  Desive n -t ta be qelivered fiom yow
gorrows one moement before Goi’s time, Loy patience bave
its perfeet work ; that comf.rt, which comes in God’s way and
geason, My remain and do you goad.

Our dear parents e gone, our lovely and desirable childien
are gore, cur huzom rddations, that were as our own sonls, ave
gore  And do not all tiese warnmg knocks at onr doors
acquaint ug, that we mast prepare to follow shortly after
thew?

It was once the case of a godly minister of this nation ; and
he was much tronbled at his return, and said, “1 am lke a
sheep diiven cut of the storm almest to the fuld, and then
driven bak into the storm again § or a weary traveller that is
entee near his hore, and then wmust go back to fetch some-
what he had forgotten 5 or an apprentice whose time is almost
expired, and then wust begin a new term.”

It is not maguanimity, but stupicity to make light of God's
corrections.

When God is smiting, we should he searching. Surely our
iniquities will iuquire after ue, if we will not inquire after
them.

1t often falls out that the setting of one comfort clouds
and benights all the rest.  Our tears for our last enjoyments
s0 blind our eyes that wo cannot see the muny other mercics
which yet remain.  We take o much notice of what is gone
that wetake little or no notice of what 1s left. But tlus is
very sinful, fur it involves in it both ignorance, ingraitnde,
an:l great provocation.

Rouse up thys:If, Chistian, and consider, this is not right.
Surelv the rad works not kindly now,  What, did thy Jove
to God expire when thy friend expired? Is thy heart us
cold in duty as his body is in the grave ? Has natwal death
seized hiny, and spiritual deaduess seized thee?  Surely, then,
thon hast more reason to lament thy dead heart than than thy
dead friend.

To want comfort in time of allliction is an aggravation
of our affliction ; but to refuse it when oftered us, wants no
sin, Tiwe way come when we would be glad to receive com-
fort or hear a word of snppmrt, and shsll be denied it.

0! parents, minl this, I brscech you; the tmme of your
child’s erntinmance in the womb was fixcd to a yunute by the
Lord ; and when the parturicar fulness of that time was come,
were you not willing that it should be dehivered thence 1uto
the world ¥ The tender mother wonld not hiave it abwde oune
winute louger in the wowb how wellsocver she loved it and
is there not the same reason we shonld be willing, when God's
appointed time is come, to have it dehivered by death out of
thiy state, which, in respect of the life of heaven, is but as the
hfe of 2 child in the womb, to its lite in the open world ?

And let none say the death of children is a premature death.
Gad has ways to riptn them for heaven whom He intends to
gath-r thither hetimes, which we know not. In respect of
fitness, they die in a full age, though they be cut off in the
bud of their time.

Has Gad smitten your darling, and taken away the delight
of your (ycs with this struke? Bear this stroke wita patience
and quict submission ; for how kuuw jou but your trouble
might have i cen great.r from the life, than it now is frem
the death, of your children ?

You find it hard to forget your child, though it he nov- turned
to a heap of corruption and loathrome rottenness. O how
does yeur mind tun upomit night and day ! your thoughts tire
not upon that vbject.  Why, surely wt is much more easy for
you to forget your dear child, whilst Jiving and most endearing,
much more when dead and undesirable, than it is for your God
to forget you !

To crown all, you sball have an everlasting cnjoyment of
them in heaven, uever to part again  The children of the
resurrection can die nomore. _ You shall kiss their pale lips
and cold cheeks no more  Veu shall never fuar another
parting pull,but be together with the Lord for ever. Aud this
the apostle thought an effectual cordial in this case, when he
exhorted the Thessaloniaus to ‘‘comfort ome auother with
these words.”

Alas! though you want your friend's company, he wants
not yours Your care was to provide for this child;
but Jesus Christ has provided infinitely better for it than you
could,  You intended an estate, but He a kingdom for it.
You thonght an such or surh a mateh, but Christ has forhid
all ethets, wnd marred your elild to Himself.  Could you
w4 lgher praeement tor the trmg of your bodien? A
king from heaven has scut for y our irend, and do you grudgoe
at the jomwmy? O thuk and think again, what an honour
it 18 to you, that Christ has taken your friend out of your
hosom, aid il U cnoan His own g stript them ount of those
guments you 1 vdod, and clotked them in white robes,
washad in the Ll .d of the Lamb,  Let not your hearts be
troublerd, rather rj e onecdingly, that God maide you in-
strunents to replemel heaven, and bring forth an heir for
the kingdom of Gad,

Poor heart, thon art now dejected by tlus ailliction that
lies upon thee, as if all joy and comforts were now cut oft
from thee in this world, A cloud dwells upon all other
comforts.  This aflhetion has so eminttered thy soul, that
thou tasted no more in_any uother carthly comforts than in
the winte of ancge.  Ob, that thon dulst but consider the
consolations tha: are with God for such as answer His ends
in afiliction, aud patiently wait on Him for their comfort !
He hes comforts for you far transcending the joy of
children.

When it is dark night with men, it is noon.day with Satan ;
that is, our suffering-time is his busicst working-time,

Be quiet and hold your peace; you little know how many
mercies lie in the wonb of tlus astliction.

Aund what, if by this stroke thke Lord will awaken your
drowsy soul, and recover you out of that pleasant but dan-
gerous spiritual slumber you were fallen into, whilst you had
pillowed your head upon tihis pleasant. senstble creature-
enjoyment? Is not this really better for you than if He
should say, Sleep on. 1o 18 joined to wdols, let bun alone.
He is departing from Me, the tountain, to a broken cistern |
let him go

Ah ! reader, little do you know what stings there are in
the alllictions of others, Surely you have no reason to think
the Loid has dealt more bitterly with you than any, Itisa
gentle stroke, a merciful dispensation, if you compare it with
what others have ielt.

May ot your unsubmissive carriage under the rod provoke
Gaod to hide Mg face from you? Pray consider it well
nothing is more probable than for this to be the cause of
God's with 'rawment from you,  Could yuu 1 meckness and
quietness roceive that cup your Father hath given you to
drmk, aceept t ¢ punishment of your nequities say, Good is
the word of the Lord ; s the Lord, let Hhim do what He will 5
you would soen find the case altered with you, but the cem-
forting  Spirit finds no dehight or rest in a turbulent and
tumuituous breast.,

Examine the grounds of your fear, whether it may not pro-
ceed from the strengih of your affections tu the cternal welfsre
of your friend, or from tue subtilty of Sataun, designing here-
Ly to overwhddm and swallow you up 1 supposed, as well as
from just grounds and causes In two cases, 1t is very pro-
bable your fear may proceed only from your own affection or
Satan’s temptation,  If your relation died youwg before he
did anything to destroy yeur hepes, or it grown in some
good digree hopeful only he did not in lite or at death
manifist and give evidence of grace with that clearnees you
desired,  As for the case of infants in geucral, it is uone of
our concern to judge their condition ; and as for those who
spring from covenanted parents, it becowes us to exercise
cnarity towards them ; the Scripture speaks very favourably
of them. And as for the more adult who have escaped the
pollutions of the world and made conscience of rin and duty,
albeit they never manifested what you could desire they bad,
yet in them, as in young Abijab, ““may be found some good
thing toward the Lotd,” which you uevar touk notice of.
Reverence of your authority, bastfulness and shame-faced-
ness, reservedness of dispomtion, and msuy other things, may
hide those small aud weak beginumings of grace that are in
children, from the observation of thewr parents.  God might
see that in them which you ueversaw. e despiseth not the
day of small things. However this be, your cluld is now out
of your reach, our concern rather js, to improve the aftlic.
tion to your ewn good, thau to judge aud determine his cou-
dition, which belongs not to you but to God,



