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-~ AN AFRICAN SURF BOAT.

“This spirited picture is from a sketch
gent to the Graphic from n man-of-war
stationed off the island of Fernando Po,
in the Bight of Biafra, on the west coast of
Afriea.

- Amongst the anchornges in open road-
steads on the west coast of Africais that of
Accra, the seat of the Govermmnent of the
(old Const. Owing to the heavy surf break-
ing all along the beach, it is inipossible to
Iand in any ordinary ship’s boat; and,
therefore, on the ship hoisting the signal
—the Zanzibar ensign at the fore—anative
surf boat shoves off from the shore tn meet
the approaching ship’s bvat just beyond
the surf.

Having received its living freight, the
surf boat commences her return to. the
shore. She is a large, strongly-built open
boat, manned by ten natives with short
wooden paddles, and steered by a ¢ boat-
swain,” who uses an ordinary oar in place
of a rudder.

As the boat is propelled through the
water by the paddles, the crew keep time
with a musical chant. Nenring the beach,
the boat arrives amongst the breakets, and
then comes the tug of war. The * boat-
swain,” with every nerve and muscle
strained, steers her with unerring eye, the
erew with a will work their paddles and
shoot her like a rocket through the heavy
surf. At last, within from twenty to thirty
yards fromn the shore, the song ceases and
the paddles arve stopped, until a huge
breaker comes up surging and roaring from
astern. As it reaches the surf boat, it lifts
her on its crestlikeacork ; the crew throw
up their paddles with a loud yell ; and al-
most before you are aware of it, the'boatis
landed on the sandy beach, and you are in
the arms of two stalwart natives who—
with or against your will—carry you up
clear of the succeeding wave, which some-
times turns the boat completely over.
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“TAKE YOUR CHOICE.”

SERMON BY ‘*SAM” JONES AT THE NATIONAL
PROHIBITION 'PARK, STATEN ISLAND.

“Sam’ Jones, the revivalist, recently
preached a characteristic sermon at the
National Prohibition Park on Swten
Island. Mr. Jones took as his text the
words, *¢ Choose you this day whom ye will
serve,”’ ete. .

“If some man puts an orange and an
apple on this desk,” ho said, **and tells me
to take my choice, if I have sense I know
that hie means take one and leave the other.
He doesn’t mean take both. Now, God
puts Christ and purity and usefulness and
heaven on one side, and the world, the
flesh and the devil on the other, and suys:
¢ Take your choice.” The great weakness
of the church is that so many step right up
and try to take both.

* There are two classes of Christians in
this world. One man expects the Lord to
doit all. Hoe sits back und says he pro-
poses to let the Lord do the good work for
himself and the rest of mankind. The
other man doesn’t ask any odds of the
Lord. He proposes to do it all himself.
Ho'll tote his own skilleb. As between
these two classes, I have more respect for
the fellow that wants te do it all. ’

“Now, you all know what a nubbin of
corn is—a little, dried-up. imperfect ear.
It's an ear that grows on the stalk that
shoots up where the weeds grow and the
hoeing isn’t done, A nubbin will grow on
a pateh of ground where God does all the
work, or whers man does all the work, but
you never saw an ear of corn of decent
size that it didn’t take the work of both
God and man to make it. A good ear
needs sunshine and cultivation. The man
who wants to set back in this world and
let God do it all will be nothing but a nub-
bin—a nubbin on earth and a nubbin in
heaven—a little fellow.  And the man who
doesn’t ask any odds of God, but wants to
do it all himself, he'll be a nubbin, too.”.

Mr. Jones dwelt at considerabls length
on.the proposition that man himself must
do n good. deal of the work that is to be
done in preparing himself for heaven. He
walked up and down the platform as he
spoke, and at times his remarks met re-
sponsive Amens from the listeners.

* My brother once met,” he said, “an
unconverted hardshell, and an uncon-
vorted hardshell is the worst fort I ever

-

found the devil in, This harvdshell was
asked to come to church, and he replied
that he’d been listening for sixty years to
hear the still small voice and didn’t hear it.
* Well,’ said my. brother, *you had better
act up closer or pick out your ears.- You’re
foolish to stand there listening for sixty
years and hearing nothing.’ Thatnight he
came to the revival service and came up to
the anxiousseat. He testified that Metho-
dism had done more for him in ten min-
utes than hardshellism had in sixty years.

““Men can choose what sort of Christians
they will be ; you can bo'a first-rate Chris-
tian or & tenth-rate ome. Most of you
knoiv that you can be tenth-rate Christians
becnuse you've tried it and found out that
it's not only a possibility but a fact, * You
can do that sort of thing very comfortably
and you have more company while you're
ab it. - '

* Did you ever go to a ministers’ meet-
ing on Monday morning? - I have. The
ministers meet and they malke their report
like this : *Ihada good service, I preached
from such and such a text. There was a
good attendence and one joined by letter.’
One joined by letter! That’s an admission
by that minister that, after fishing for no-
body knows how long, he only got one fish,
and he had to take him off somebody else’s
string.

T understand that by actual mathematics
it hias been shown that we send to the hea-
then countries 13,000 barrels of whiskey to
one missionary. The devil doesn’t care
how many missicnaries you send if you
send that amount of whiskey along with
them. .

“They say you can’t catch small-pox
from persons who have the varioloid,
Now the trouble is we've got the varioloid
kind of Christianity. It ain’t-catching.

“ Give me a man ‘who says he has just
been converted and has begun to have
family prayers at home cvery day, and
gives just as much as he-can afford to mis-
sions and the support of the church at
home, and goes to prayer-meeting -every
night thero is one, or produces a doctor’s
certificate that he wasn’t able to be there,.
and that man will make a.first-class Chris-.
tian. Suppose you pastors that are here
to-day, wanted to take those members of
your congregation that answered that de-
seription out driving some day. T imagine:
you could go in a sulky with the entirelot.
Some of you could tike them all on a
bieyele, and some of you wouldn’t be en-
titled to ride yourselves..

“T've come to this conclusion deliberate-
ly, that we’ll never take this country for
(fod with the crowd we'vegot. We've got
plenty of Methodists, and Episcopalians,
and Baptists, and Catholics, -but not genu-
ine Christianity enough to carry one county

for God. TIt's the same all over the coun- {8

try. I’vebeen in fortyStates of this Union
preaching and holding "revival meetings,
and 've made up my mind, after looking
the situation over, that we'll never take
this country for God with the ministersand
the Christians we have on hand. There's
the sanie condition in the religious world
there isin the financial world,wherethe rich,
are growing richer and the poor are grow-
ing poorer. The good are getting better
and the wicked are getting worse. The
only difference is, in the religious world
we've no Jay Gould ; that is, there’s no-
body who is up so high.

“Heaven and hell are at the opposite
ends of the same road. It isn't a question
of whether you're in"the road, but which
way are you going. If you'regoing to ward
hoaven it's about like going up Broadway
at certain times of the day.  Tt's hard work
because you meet so many people. About
nine out of ten of them are coming toward
),ou.”

Mr. Jones, in conclusion, gave a temper-
ance talk to parents. ‘‘A man with six
children, as I'have,” hesaid, *‘ can’t afford
to be a sinner, even if there’s no God or
heaven or hell. If you swear before your
little children, the time will come when
you'll wish you had been dend and in hell
before you ever had a child. The great
question to-day is not the tariff, nor the
rule of Tammany Hall, nor free coinage,
but children. I don’t care how fine a
house you live in in Fifth avenue or how.
much of New York you own, if your son
comes staggering home at night or your
daughter is married to & drunkard who is
dragging her down, you can't have rest or

SUPPLY THE DEFICIENCY.

See what is lacking to make your Sab-
bath-school a success, and seck to supply
the want. Is it a good library? Then go
to work to procure it. Is it more enthu-
siasm? Then begin with yourself and bring
others under the power of your influence.
Is it more teachers? Then try the effect
of your persuasion and acquaintanceship.
Is it move spiritual energy? Then flee to
the mercy-scat and secure the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. Is it more united co-
operation? Then do your best to bring
harmonious relations. Is it more system-
need and get the wise heads to devise a
suitable plan of operation., Is ib.good
music 7 Then endeavor to get someone to
train the young voicesand to act as leader.
Whatever the deficiency, do your utmost
to supply it.—Sunday School Times.

—l—imrn. -

THE ART OF PUTTING THINGS.

Teachers should study the art of putting
things in moderate terms. Scholars learn
that Naaman was ** Captain of the host of
the king of Syria.” Bub when the teacher
says, * he was Gehneral of the Syrian army,”
the boys open their eyes with a new inter-
est. Why, they think, Naaman in Syria
was like General Grant in America. Gen-
cral Grant possessed every honor ; but he
had a cancer in the throat, and all the
doctors in the world could not cure him.
He must die. Naaman could not be healed
by any doctor, but God healed him. No
one in the world can cure us of sin; but
the Lord Jesus can make us whole,—Sun-
day-school World. -

—_——

Tur ONry SoLip, sure, eternally per-
manent reformation there is—if it is slow
——is what each one begins and perfects in
himself.—Journal of Education.

————

SCHOLARS NOTES.
(From IVcstmfnstcr Question Book.)
i LESSON IV.--OCTOBER 25, 1801,
CHRIST COMFORTING HIS DISCIPLES.
T Johni: 1-3,'.15-27. ’
COMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 1-3.

GOLDEN TEXT.
7 will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever."—John 14: 16,

HOME READINGS.

John 13:18-33,—Warning to Judasand Peter.
1 Cor. 10 : 1-15. —Written for our Admonition,
W. John 14:1-14,—Christ Comnforting his Disci-

ples.

Th. 2 Cor, 1:1-12.—Comforted in all Tribulation.

F. Johnl{:15-3l.—Another Comforter Promised.

S, 2 Cor. 4: 1.16.—Pnul’s Comfort in Distress,

2 Cor. 5: 1-11.—Absent from the Body—Pres-
ent with the Lord.

LESSON PLAN.

1. The Father's House. vs. 1-3.
II. ‘The Other Comforter. vs. 1521,
I1I. The Blessed Peace. vs, 222 .

22.97.

TIME. A. D, 30, Thursday evening. April 6;
Tiberips Ceesar emperorof Rome ; Pontius Pilate
governor of J udea; Herod Antipas governor of
Galilec and Perea. .

PLack.—An upperroom in Jerusalem.

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON,

Tho disciples wero rrently troubled at what
Jesus had said about_leaving them. He there-
fore spoke these words for their comfort. V.I
Ye belicve in God—rather, Belicve 7n God—in his
love, power and faithfulness, Belicve alsoin me
—do not lose faith inme as the Messinh, V. 2.
Inmy Father's house—heaven, Many mansions
—room for all. I goloprepare a placc—his leav-
ing them was for their sake. V.3. Twill come
again—referring primarily to his second coming,
but applying also to each belicver at his death.
Luke ¥3:43; Phil. 1 : 23, V. 16. Another Com-
Jorter—or Advoeate. V.17, The spirit of truth
—the Holy Spirit. The world cannot reccive—
1 Cor. 2:14, V.18, Comfortless—or *‘orphans,”
I1will come to you—in the Holy Spirit whom I will
send. V.19, Ye shall live also—in the spiritual
and eternal life, over which death has no power.
V. 20. At that day—Pentecost and thencefor-
ward. V. 23, Make our abode with him—thein-
dwelling of the Father and the Son through the
Spirit. V.26, Inmy name—asmy representative,
taking my place.

M.
T,

) QUESTIONS,
Introductory.—What is the title of thislesson?
Golden' Text? Lesson Plan? "Time? Place?
Memory verses?

I. Tnx FaTnER's HOUSE. vs. 1-3.—~Why did the
disciples necd comfort? What did Jesussay to
them? Why should their faith give them com-
fort? What further comfort did he give them?
‘Why did he leave his disciples? For whom is
heaven prepared? 'What did hosay of hisreturn?

II_THE OTHER COMFORTER, V8. 15.21.—What
did Jesus require as proof of his disciples’ love?
What did he promise todo? 'Who was this other
Comforter? What spccinl advantago would
there be in tho exchange of the one Comforter for
tho other? By whnat name does Jesus call this
Comforter? \What does he say of him? What

peace.”—New York T'imes.

further does Jesus promisethem ? To what com-

superintendent and teachers into more|

atic work? Then call attention to the|

. %enéline vine, including in himself all the parts,

‘being disci

ing docs he_refer? What' does he promise them
in v. 197 How may those who love Christ be.
known? What is his promise to such? -

III. T'HE BLESSED PEACE. vs, 22-27.—What did
Judas say to him? What did Jesus answer?!
What did he say of those who do not love him?
Of histeachings? What will be the work of the
Comforter? With what benediction does theles-
son close?

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED!?

1. That weshould trust in God in tho darkest

our,

2. That Jesus js preparing o homoin heavenfor:
all who believe in him,
3. Thathe will come for them and take them to
himsclf, . A ‘

4. Thatif welove Christ we will keep his com--
mandments, .

5. That we may have the abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit as our Comforter and Guide.

QUESTIONS FORR REVIEW.

I. What reason did Jesus give his disciples for
léavingthem? Ans. I go to prepare a place for

you. -
-2, What did he promise them? Ans, I will
.come again and receive you unto myself.
"8, What comforling promisc did hegive them?
Ans. Iwill pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you for ever; cven the Spirib of truth.
7 4. What comforting words close our lesson?
Ans. Peace Ileavewith you,my peaceIgive unto
you : not ns the world giveth, give I unto you.
Ltgt gé)r, your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid.

LESSON V.-NOVEMBER 1, 181
CHRIST THE TRUE VINE.

. John 15 ; 1-1G.
COMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 4-5,
GOLDEN TEXT.

- Herein is my Father glorifled, that ye bear
much fruit,"—John15:8.

* IIOME READINGS.

M. John13:1-16.—Christ the True Vine,
T, John 15: 1727,—Christ’'s Commandment of

Love.
W, Mm'lé 121 1.12,—Fruit Sought.
Th. 1John 3: 11.24.—Love, not in Word, but in

Dced. .
F. .1John4:12.—*God Dwelleth in Us.”
S.. IEph.2:1-22—By Grace arc Ye Saved.
S, Bph.4:1-26—"1In the Unity of theFaith,”
LESSON PLAN,

T. Branches in Christ vs, 1.7,
1I. Disciples of Christ, vs, 8-11.
III. Friends of Christ. vs. 12-16.

TIME.—A. D. 30, Thursday evening, April G6;
Tiberius Ceesar emperor of Rome; Pontius Pilate
governor of Juden ; Herod Antipas governor of-
Galilee and Peren. :

- PLACE.—An upper room in Jerusalem,

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON,
- This Iesson continues our Lord’s farewell ad-
dress, , V.. .1. 1 am the true vine—the original”

. Iovery branch in me—every professed discl-
le. Beareth not fruil—liveth not n holy life.
wurgeth—* cleanseth” by pruning. 'This he does
by his word, ordinances, - Spirit, providences.
V. d. Abide inme—=by faith, love and obedience,
Iinyou—by theSpirit. V.a. Withoulme * apart
from me.” V. 6. Cast forth—cul off and casfi
away as uscless, Matt. 7: 19 ;13 : 2130, 36-43.
V. 11. Might remain in you—rather, “may be in
yvou,” ag an experience common with my own.
. 15, Icall younot scrvanis—1 do not treat you
ag servants, bub as frivads, in telling youmy
plans and intentions. V.16, [ have chosen 01~
our choice of Christ is the fruit of his choice of
us. .1 John 4: 10, Ordained—appointed,
Bring forth fruil—be rich in good works.
QUESTIONS.
INTRODUCTORY.— What was the subject of tho
last Iesson? ‘Litle of this lesson? Golden Text?
Lesson Plan? Time? Placc? Memory verses?

I. Braxciesiy CHrisr. vs. 1.7. - Towhatdid
Jesus liken himsclf ; To what did ho liken his
Father? WWho are the branches? What is done
with branches that bear no fruit? What will be
done with usif we live uscless lives? What is
done with fruitful branches? Why do branches
need pruning? For what purpose cocs God send
trials and ‘afflictions? What is it to abide in
Christ? What is it for Christ to abide in ns?
What will be done with those who do not abide
in Christ? Whalis promised lo those who abide,
in him? : . .

II. Di1scIPLES oF CHRIST. vs. 8-1L--How is tho
Father glorificd? Whabis the test of discipleship?
What did Jesus say of hislove? What did ho
command his disciples? How were they to abide
in his love? \hat example did he set beforo
them? Why did he say these things?

III, FriENDS OF CHRIST. v8,12-16.—What com-
mandment did he give? What would be the
greatest proof of love? Ifow is Jesus' love
greater than any man’s? Rom. 5 : 810, How will
his friends show their fricndship? How were
his discipleg friends rather than servan(s? How
did he sct forth his love for them? By whoso
choice do persons become Christ’s friends? For
what had Jesus ordained them 2™ What had this
to do with prayer? :

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

1. That union with Christ is the source of.
gpiritual life and fruitfulness.

2. That without Christ we can do nothing.

3. That qb{:dienco to Christ is the proof of our
€s.
4, That thosec who r((:i]'ecb and turn away from’
Christ will be destroyed.

5. That those who cling close to him will have
every want supplied. .

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

1. What did Christ say of himself and his disci-
plee? _Ans. Iam the vine, ye are the branches,

2. What is done with unfruitiul branches?
Ans, Every branch in me that bearcth not fruit
he taketh away.- . .

3. What is done with frunitful branches? Ans.
Every branch that boareth fruif, he purgoth if,
that 1t may bring forth more fruit. .
. 4.~What docs Christ promise those who abide
in him? Ans, Yoshall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you. . .

5. What does he give as the test of friendship

to him? Ans. Yo aro my friends, if ye do what-
socver I command you, ' o .




