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Religious Stisiellanji.
The Mystery of Life.

A thoughtful end graceful poem embodying reflec- 
ti rs familiar to all, unh a pure and high philosophy,
italùcd by too f< w.
So many year» I've aeon the lun,

And rolled three ejea end hands ti.jr own ;
A thousand little acts I've done,

Ar.d chiiUltood frit, and manhood known ;
O what is life I anti this dull round 

. To Lead, why was a spirit b«ur,d ?

So many airy draughts and lines,
Am! w:,rot excursions,of the mind.

Have filled nay soul w ith great designs.
While practice grovelled far behind :

O what ia thought ! and where withdraw 
The glories which my fancy saw ?

So, many tender joys and woes
Have on my quivering soul had power ;

Plain life with brightening passions rose,
The boast or burden 6f their hour :

.() what ia all wo le il ? why fled 
Those pains and pleasures o'er my head ?

So many humor, souls divine,
So at on" interview displayed.

Some oft and freely mixed with mine,
In lasting bonds my heart have laid ;

0 what is friendship ? why impressed 
06 my weak, wretched, dying breast.

So many syondroua gleams of light,
And gentle ardors from above,

Hive made me sit, like seraph bright,
Some moments on a throne of love,

'O t,hat is virtue ? why had I,
Who am ao low, a taste so high ?

Ere long, when sovereigu'wisdom wille,
My soul an unknown path shall tread,

And strangely leave, who strangely fills,
This frame, and waft me to the dead :

O w hat is death Tis life’s last shore,
Where vanities are vain no more ;
Where all pursuits their good obtain,
And life is all retouched again ;
Where in their bright result shall rise 
Thoughts, virtues, friendships, griefs and joys. 

—-John Qumbold, 1711-1771.

way
and demoniac

the enemy about ; their savage exultant at my house, every Sabbath, a religious meet- j nor your private or family devotion». Declen- room, where hia wife caught him bleeding in her j time ago, which was intended for a joke, but it
yells are unmistakable. A cry ing s that Tract has been read every Sabbath

pierces the air for help, it ascends on high,— since I saw you, and the reading of it is now ae- 
“ save Lord or I perish.” The appeal ia not : compani.d with religious conversation and pmy- favorable to our perseverance in » creditable pro- 
made in vain. The Great Generalisimo of the i ers !” ! How much 8”eter * «Unger when
armies of Heaven and earth hears the cry of the ' •• Well,” said the merchant, -■ if you have kept I exposed to the interruptions of e fashionable,
beleagured one, and relief is at hand. The your promue, you perhaps would be glad of your temporary home. Set apart, therefore, your

How much am l to pay ?” •• O noth- hours for retirer

■ion in religion very often begins in this neglect, arme. Two hundred armed people surrounded was in reality a compliment ; it is said that if 
It dost ao when the circumstances around ue are the house. The brethren came out and cddrrts- traveller abroad went into a room where there

For the Provincial Wesleyan.
Temptation.

What does it mean ? Lexicographers say, it 
is, “ the art of tempting, enticement." True ; 
but dots this signification fully portray its 
import ? We shall see. Iu the first place, it is 
possible for one [wravn to entice another to at
tend some famous place of public amusement, 
by the relation of the unparalleled wonders there 
exhibited. T lie imagination being wrought upon 
by the exquisitely-drawn picture of the tempter, 
the individual may succumb, and thus would be
come the victim of temptation.

Secondly, it frequently happens that persons 
are the dupes of habiu Being habituated to the 
enjoyment or use of some particular luxury, they 
feel unhappy if they aie by any means deprived 
of their usual indulgence in the same. If by 
any method they can satiate their desire, they 
are but too happy to offer eacrifice to their god, 
in order to procure the blessings derivable there
from. Now it is very clear, if such persona had 
never partaken of the cup of pleasure, they would 
not have felt annoyed at its disappearance and 
their consequent inability to enjoy it ; proving 
tjabil to be a tempter, and those who give way 
to the same entering into temptation. Lastly, 
human nature resting in its own strength, is ever 
open to the allurements of influence. In its 
native character, not being subjected to any re
generating process, it prefers the influence for 
eviL The eon of pious parents whilst remain
ing under the paternal roof, is kept in subjection 
by the influence for good therein exercised. 
Though naturally possessing a depraved heart, 
its evd promptings are kept in check by a virtu
ous example. But place this young man within 
the pale of a less moral atmosphere and what 
will be the consequence ? The lorce of evil in
fluence aided by the insinuations of his own sin
ful heart, will effect a complete revolution in hia 
I,(V, and* conduct, and unies» mercifully preserved 
by the hand of Omnipotence, he will achieve the 
destruction of his own souL Such circumstance» 
are ot frequent occurrence, and prove influence 
to be a epee .t» of temptation.

It will be seen that the foregoing remarks are 
in accordance with the definition of the word 
temptation given above ; but that explanation 
does not give anything near an adequate idea of 
its importance to the follower of LbriaL The 
system o( temptation we have noticed is from 
apparent sources, but that of the Christian is

power which someth only from above is vouch- money, 
aafed, and the total rout of the enemy is the in- ing, air, 
evitable consequence.

Again, the great antagonist of the Christian ia 
by no means at a loss for stratagem ; he pos
sesses the wisdom of a combatant long inured 
to the deadly strife. When he perceives he can
not overwhelm the soul as with a flood, he, with 
ab i he craft of hie nature, works on the heredi- 
i ary failing of our humanity. Home individuals 
of proud dispositions, perhaps their leading cha
racteristic, have to do battle with the enemy on 
this ground. Perceiving their pride to be hum
bled by the converting grace of God, be strenu
ously attempts to foster the old flame, and often 
succeeds to some extent Some believers are 
induced to give expression to select eeotences 
prepared for public prayer in order that they 
may be thought men of education and refine
ment In their private devotions they use ordi
nary language, but previous to appearing in 
public they prepare for the public ear. By such 
nets they show a greater solicitude to please man 
than God, which desire is manifestly of the devil.
Again, others are tempted to encourage avari
cious desires. Perhaps in their carnal condition 
they were eager pursuers*of the world's riches ; 
engaged in mercantile or other branches of trade 
yieldiog profit In such cases Satan does not 
fail to try every means toward subverting their 
newly-acquired principle», and effecting ship
wreck of their faith. Further, there are many 
possessed of strong passions. Probably such 
previous to t&eir conversion had given way to 
lustful desires, and had entered into the extra
vagances of youth. Irregularities of a vicious 
character are not easily overcome ; and such 
Satan will ever be on the alert to support with 
plausible insinuerions.

Few words are more comprehensive than the 
word temptation, it embraces much to believers 
in Christ that cannot be expressed, its meaning 
is experimentally known to every son of Zion, 
and its cogent effect on the soul understood by 
him. The disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ when 
weighed down by •• manifold tempts lions ” can 
look above and behold his Master, “ who was 
tempted in all points like at we are, yet without 
sin.”

G. Fobs et.
Burin, Neufid., June 20, 186*.

replied the other ; “ I never pro«;,ered rot lire whirl of pleasure or of engagement* divert, 
so us I have since 1 observed the Sabbath to keep you from your purpose.

ed the band. It was in vain. “It is true,” was a number of Americans, he would be "sure to 
cried some of the mob, “you never did US any' see two-thirds of them reading ueaepapers. So 
harm, but our rajah has ordered us to kill you, he wiU. Go into the theatre, or the conoert 
and we must obey." The brethren then asked room, and you will find a large (fortion of toe su

int and meditation ; and let a safe retreat, agreeing to leave all their proper- j dience beguiling the tedious half-hour previous

gtmisirrkl
The Country Preferred.

A correspondent of the Ar. T. Evangelist, 
thus expresses his preference for a country Par
sonage to a oity charge :—

1 often wonder at the strong desire manifest-

it holy W hen I saw j on before, l had no cow 
—now we have a cow, and all oor wants are 
comfortably supfHieu. We were nevei so Leppy 
before ; and never can be thankful enqngh for 
what you have done for us.”

The landlord aaaured the merchant that be 
never had anown such an alteration in a neigh
borhood as had taken place ia that, since he was 
last there. Before, the whole neighbourhood 
spent their Sabbilhs at work, or in visiting, fish
ing, hunting, and other amusement» ; hut now, 
they were seriously attentive to the subject of 
religion, and met every Sabbath for the worship 
of God.

The Safe Contract
A respectable merchant of one of oor princi

pal cities was travelling about five years since in 
the county of B——. in the state of New York, 
and arrived on Saturday evening, at a public 
house where be had been accustomed to lodge in 
travelling that way. After taking some refresh
ment, in connection with s number of travellers, 
he began the distribution, in a respectful manner, 
of » Tract to each individual present. Before he 
had completed the circle of his distributions, h* 
offered a Tract to a poor man, who declined re
ceiving it, saying, “ It’s no use to give one to me 
sir, for I can't read." “ Well,” said the mer
chant, “ It is probable you are a married man, 
and if so, perhaps your wife can read it to you 
•• Yes,” said he, “ my wife can read, but I have no 
time to hear i* read." “ You can certainly hear 
it read to-morrow," said the merchant, *• which 
is the Sabbath.” “ Sir.” said be, '• I have no 
more time on the Sabbath than on any other 
day ; I am so poor I am obliged to work on the 
Sabbath. It takes me the six days to provide 
for my family, and on the Sabbath I am obliged 
to get my wood.” “ If you are ao poor ae that," 
said the merchant, “ you must be very poor.” 
« I am,” said he i end he proceeded to mention 
that he had no cow, and his family was very des
titute. “ It is no wonder you are poor,” replied 
the merchant, " if you work on the Sabbath. 
God will not prosper those who thus profane hie 
day. And now," said he, “ my friend, I have a 
proposition to make to you. Your landlord, will 
be my surety that my part of the contract shall 
be fulfilled. From this time, leave off working 
on the Sabbath. If you have no wood with which 
to be comfortable to-morrow, get a little for your 
necessity,-the easiest way you ean, and then, on 
Monday morning, provide a supply for the week ; 
and hereafter, leave off your other labors, every 
week, early enough to provide a fall week's store 
of wood on Saturday. Quit all your work on the 
Sabbath ; reverence that day ; and, at the end of 
aix months, whatever you will sey you have lost 
by keeping tlie Sabbath, I will pay you, to the 
amount of one hundred dollars.9* The poor man

Religioua Zeal.
A zealous man in religion is pre eminently a 

man of one thing. It is not enough to say that 
he is in earnest, hearty, u.,compromising, tho
rough-going, whole-hearted, fervent in spirit. 
He only sees one thing, and that one thing is to 
please God Whether he lives, or whether lie 
dies ; whether he has health, or whether he has 
sickness ; whether he is rich, or whether he is 
poor ; whether he pleases man, or whether he 
gives offence ; whether he is thought wise, or 
whether he is thought foolish ; whether he gets 
blame, nr whether he gets praise whether he 
gets honor, or whether he gets shame ; for til 
this the zealous man cares nothing st all.

He burns for one thing ; and that one thing 
is to please God, and to advance God’s glory. 
If he is consumed in the very burning, he caret 
not for it | he is content. He feels that like s 
lamp, he is made to burn, a^d if consumed in 
burning, he has but done the work for which 
God appointed him. Such a one will always 
find a sphere for Lis zeal. If he cannot preach, 
and work and give money, be will cry, and sigh, 
and pray. Yes, if he is only a pauper, on a per
pétuel bed of sickness, he will make the wheels 
of sin drive around heavily, by continually inter
ceding against it. If he cannot fight in the 
valley with Joshua, he n HI do the work of Motes, 
Aaron, and Hur, on the hill. If he is cut off 
from working himself, he will give the Lord no 
rest till help it raised up from au other quarter, 
and the work is done. This it what I mean when 
I speak of zeal in religion.— %/s.

4. In all your intercouae with others act the 
part of the Christian gentlemen nod Indy. Be 
courteous. Be not high-minded. Show that 
you are not so selfish as to be unmindful of ano
ther’s comfort. How often in doing good to 
others do we bring a Meeting on fanelm. It 
was si Philip ran on foot, that thn tkaturer of 
the queen of Ethiopia invited him In ride beside 
him in his chariot i and at God Massed to this 
officer the message of Philip, ao may he blase to 
you the humble mipistralions of hit servants in 
your journeying*!

These are simple bints, and yet, if heeded, 
they msy so guide the thoughts nod regulate the 
conduct as to make the influence of the Chris
tian, in some measure, what it ought to be. 
Msy such be the result, and may the Saviour 
have the glory.—American Messenger.

$tligiras Jnttliigeurt.

ty behind. This was apparently granted. They ; to the commencement of the festivities, with a ed by my ministerial brethren, to settle in city 
proceeded toward the river to step into their magazine or paper. This to their murai advance- ; churches. I can understand why men of echo- 
boat. It was pushed off Poisoned arrows were ment and benefit, always supposing the mental ■ I attic taste should desire ready access to libraries
then shot^.them. No choice was left. . They 
all plunged into the water, which, colored with 
their Mood, soon closed over them. They died 
without a cry or t groan. While the arrows 
were fl) ing, end the mob were shooting furious
ly, Ron’s child, e little gftl of five, esked her 
mother with e smile, - Are we going to the 
Lord Jeans now, all of ns together F“ Mrs. Kott 
and the child were the only ones that were rescu
ed. One of the murderers milled her, with her 
child in her arms, out of thFwaler.

The seal of the Rhenish bi ethren has not been 
damped by this disaster. Bold and faithful men 
are about to occupy the same dangerous ground 
again, believing that the blood of the martyrs 
calls them to their heroic end self-denying work, 
and that they are bound, st all hasards, to preach 
the Gospel to these benighted and cruel men.

from ail unseen, deadly, and subtle foe ; a foSaolemnly confirmed the contract, and the land-
onljl lord engaged to he responsible for the due pay-releotlest in pursuit, and aided by power < 

Second .ry tc ti e Most High ; a foe “ fierce as 
ten furies, terrible as IlelL”

The arch-enemy, of our race feeling sure (as 
it were) of Lis prey at some future day, is but 
little engaged with jtie reckless tinner by way of 
temptation, knowing doubtless, that the force of 
habit end the evil suggestions of his sin-stained 
heart, will be sufficient incentive to the perpetra- 
tration of deeds of crime against his Creator. 
W ith consomme sagacity be turns aside for a 
time, to exert his unholy skill upon those who 
are less profane, those who are “ hairing between 
two opinions, «* and those who have made the 
subject of their dissolution a matter of thought
ful consideration. But when with demon-like 
eye he beholds ia the supposed true and faithfu 
servant, a change in opposition to hie infernal 
will i that his kingdom ia minus one supporter ; 
that the number of worshippers who bowed at 
hi* «brine is one ie»e ; that • priceless jewel has 
beer, suited from hi* miserly grasp i that the 

.coffers of Hell will be without the enriching ra
diance of one precious diadem ; that “ there is 
joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth ; 
then it is, that he returns to the charge with re
newed vigor, determined to repossess the battle
ground and secure the victory, His powerful bat
teries are brought to play upon the fortress of 
the soul | he plants the guns of temptation, of 
different calibre, with Satanic precision, to bat
ter down the breast-work of grace behind which 
the soul is defending itself i by reiterated and 
determined attack* •» bleach ia sometimes made, 
and the king of darkness leads on hit fiendish 
legions to the slaughter. The situation of the 
•oui is critical ; all its energy and strength are 
insufficient to item the tide of battle j it |i,u

ment of the money.
THE SECOND MEETING.

About five months afterward», the merchant 
put up again at the same public-house for the 
night ; and before be retired to rest, began, as 
before, to distribute to each person present a 
Tract. He observed a plain but well-dressed 
man who teemed to be eyeing him with especial 
interest, and who, when he approached him, said,

Dill you ever distribute Tract» here before, 
sir ?” “ Probably I have ; I sm not unfrequeotly 
distributing them." “ Did you not, four or five 
months ago, give a Tract to a man here who said 
he worked on the Sal.hath ?"' Tue merchant, who 
as the time for fulfilling bis engagement had not 
arrived, had not before thought of it during the 
evening, then replied that he recollected the cir
cumstance very well. “ Well, sir," continued the 
other, “ I am that man. I carried home the 
Tract you gave me"—it was the Tract entitled, 
Subject! Jor Consideration—“ and told my wife 
every word of our conversation. 8he said you 
were right ; and we sat down together, and the 
read the Tract aloud. So much affected were we 
with the tract, and with what yoo had said, that 
we scarcely slept any all night In the morning 
we arose, I went end procured * handful of 
wood, with which to get our breakfast, end after 
breakfast was over we sat down and read the 
Tract again. By and by one of our nmgbbour. 
cme in, as was usual, to loiter away the day in

Christ ever Present.
“ Lo ! 1 am with you.” That farewell saying 

bat lost none of its comfort. “ I am ”—that 
little word embraced every one of us ! I am— 
Jesus looked down the vista of eighteen centu
ries. His eye, perhaps, was on some lone spirit 
left to the mercy of the storm, anil still he says, 
•« O thou of little faith, wherefore art thou cast 
down ? Dry thy tears, dispel thy misgivings. 
Lo ! I am with you.”

It is a blessed assurance amid much that ia 
changing here. Heart and flesh do faint and fail. 
Often our cisterns are scarcely filled when they 
break io pieces ; our suns have scarcely climbed 
the meridian when they st. in weeping clouds j 
our fonde-.', schemes are blown upon, our most 
cherished gourde withered. We test ourselves 
in our homes, but there are blanks there ; vacant 
seats tell the too frulhflil tale of severed links, 
and blighted hopes, and early graves. As age 
creeps on we look around us, but the latemom- 
panions of our pilgrimage are gone ; noble forest 
trees, one by one, have been bowed to the axe ; 
the place that once knew them honors them no 
more.

But there is one surviving the wreck and ruin 
of all sublunary joys, changeless among the 
changeable. “ Lo ! I am with you”—and the 
“ wilderness and the solitaiy place ” are by that 
presence made glad.

Summer Recreations.
Perhaps some Christian whose eye may be 

attracted by the heading of this article, and who 
purposes to spend this summer months, or a part 
of them, in journeying, or at the seaside, the 
springs, the mountains, or amid the rural scenes 
which in the summer months are so pleasantly 
contrasted with the heated atmosphere of the 
crowded city, or the busy town, msy not be Un
willing to meditate upon a lew brief suggestions 
as to the way in which he msy, by God's bless
ing, be kept from sin, snd in the midst of temp
tation exert a beneficent snd holy influence.

The dividing line between the church and the 
world is so faintly drawn that it is the duty of 
the Christian, and especially m mixed society, to 
be on his guard, lest by his example he give en
couragement to the impenitent to continue in

India.
Rev. T. S. Johnson, M. D., writes from Sbah- 

abampore, India :—
I find tha’ the most interesting pert of our 

work here it our orphanages end bazar schools. 
Our seventy-two orphan boys make a most in
teresting school ; most of them appetr to b. 
awakening to new effort, and are proaecut'ng 
their studies with new seat Brother Metsmow 
and hit good wife are sparing no pains, but are 
doing ell in their power to make the institution 
just what it should be.

Our Bazar School here it prospering finely, 
under the rare of Brother Frown ; it numbers 
over one hundred, end the boys are advancing 
finely. I bave been astonished at the rapacity 
of the youth of this country for education. De
graded st they are by heathenism. I can find boys 
here that ran advance in their étudiés equal to 
our boys. The boys in the orphanage are nomi
nally Christian of course, end many of them, I 
trust, really such ; but in the baxar school they 
are the most bigoted heathen. We raonot tell 
whet effect our teaching will have finally upon 
them, but we will try end do our duty end trust 
in God for the result.

Government Schools.—I see but liule hope of 
permanent good here without giving the people 
the elementary principle» of a Christian educa
tion. True, there are many government schools 
in this country, but there is no Christianity there, 
as the Bible is not allowed in these schools. It 
does this much, however ; it makes infidels of 
many, thus releasing them from their supersti
tions and idolatry. Left in this state, the mind 
goes beyond the ordinary range of mind in this 
country, and sometimes finds the true light, but 
such cates art few.

The opposition to the Gospel in this country 
is very great, surprisingly greet i but there are 
unmistakable signa ni the advancement of truth. 
1. There are some who are real Christians. 2. 
There are many inquirers, (many of whom, how
ever, are not inquiring so much after truth and 
salvation as they ere eftei position and rupees ;) 
yet there ere honest, sincere inquirers, snd some 
of them are of the more intelligent class, but the 
moot of them are of the lower classes. 3. The 
people generally appear to be losing confidence 
in their idols and superstition» ; these, I think, 
are unmistakable' signs of the victory of the Gos
pel in this country, but the da) ia not yet.

The longer I remain here the more I feel in 
terested in the people. O how my soul weeps 
over them ! My constant prayer it that I msy 
be made successfol in doing them good, and in 
leading some souls to the erras. 1 am fully con
vinced that we should spye no effort to estab
lish tha Gospel in this promising field.

Central Sistellang.
Gleyed Ben Butler.

A LA Bl UNS.

Air—- Willie Wattle Dwelt on Tweed. 
Gleyed Ben Butler free the east—

Note see renowned in rebel story 
With the soubriquet of “ Beast”—

Fights for plunder end for glory ; 
i Hi* left #*':• looking for the aoe.

Hit right is walehin' for the tither 
Oh, sic a rogue as Abram’s got !

1 hope he has nae sic wither.

Benny wee in New Orleans
Was sairly b*there* by the wlmmen 

Spirtin' on hit tinseled “ staff,”
And keejggi' rebel flags sstresmin', 

Benny was see unco gleyed
He could nw tell sne tree the ither—

A cunnin loon he* Abram got !
I hope he has nw tic snither.

He earora the whole o' them tie slur,
And wrom a Matin' proclamation, 

Brannin’ a’ the ledyea brew
As "jaods who plied a loose vocation.” 
Iik lass was thus as gude’s as wither ; 

Oh, sic a rogue at Abram’s got !
I hope he has nw tic wither.

Gleyed Ben Butler free the east,
He cut in war tae pure a figure,

Uncle Abram, wi* a joke,
Backed him off to watch the nigger.

Fuir Benny now has got tae black,
Yr rant distingu ait -vhilk ira* tither ;

Oh tic a Icon at Abram's got !
I hope he has nee sic wither.

Rev. John Robson,
The talented missionary of the United Pretby 

terian Church of Scotland in India, givra the 
following interesting account of w interview had 
by himself wd helper with the natives : - The 
mysterious power of the English was referred 
to at the close of the meeting. Khw Sing had 
been addressing them, and had with hie usual 
power and eloquence, drawn a picture of the 
benefits of salvation, and of the happiness of 
those who could obtain in A sharp little now 
in the front of the crowd cried out, * Well, just 
tell us how we may obtain it.’ 1 If I till you, 
will you believe me?’ 1 Yes.’ • And do what
ever I tell you r • Yes.’ Whet profession are 
you F ‘A shop-keeper.’ « And if I were to say 
that the way to obtain salvation ww to Iwve off 
lying and cheath g, would you leave them off?’ 
* Certainly not,’ was the prompt reply. Several 

And perhaps there is no petition of greeted in the crowd laughed at the way in which the
ir»founia had been caught; wd he, after staring 

round with a most comical expression of bewil
derment, at last saw how he had contradicted 
himself, and joined in the laugh too. Then he 
added, ‘ Now that is not fair ; you English can 
make a carriage travel forty miles in w hour, 
and we take two days to go that distance. You 
send post lightning from one end of Hiodostio 
to the other in half a second, wd we Hindu- 
take half a year to do iL Now, in the same way 
show a plw by which we ran get salvation right 
away—some plan that we do not know already.’ 
This was a good opening, of which Khan Sing 
took advantage, wd concisely and clearly told 
the tale of divine love wd the way of salvation 
through a risen Seviour. We left them at last 
discussing among themselves what bo had said.

responsibility, as regards his influence on othei 
or of greeter danger to his own growth in holi
ness, than is sometimes to be found in summer 
journeying» snd companionship and ahiÙL.g 
places.

Whet, then, shall the Christian do ?
1. Take with you a well [.elected assortment 

of moral wd religious reading ; books, pamph
lets and tracts, including books for the young, 
which you will be interested to .ead for yourself, 
qpd which you ran present to those who will de
rive benefit from them. If you hsve not the 
books on band, send snd get them. From the 
publications of the American Tract Society you 
ran provide » most valuable collection.

2. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
Perhaps you will be el e distance from a place of 
public worship. Thoee around you may be rid
ing, or sailing, or visiting, snd from weariness 
you may be tempted to join in whet is not in 
oonsonwoe with the reverence which b‘longs to 
the day God has reserved for himself. But do 
not yield to the temptation. Do not say, by 
your exemple, that you ere »» regardless of God’s 
laws as are non-professors of re'igion, or give 
them the chance of saying, “ What do ye more 
thin we ?” Instead of this, do what you

food to be of » wholesome natuic ; and the fu 
tore of any people wlio are readers and thinkers 
is just at i i rtiin to be glorious at it it an estab
lished fact that water finds its level. Intellects 
find their level ; they find them in one way or 
another—in the newspaper ; through the maga
sine, or the heavier essays w£ich require patient 
toil and thought to eliminate and elaborate. Then 
read ! continue to peruse every scrap of informa
tion within your reach ; there is gold everywhere. 
Californie hat not the only gold mines in the 
country; there are solid nuggets laid Vn the 
shelves of the Astor Library which all the wealth 
of ibe Indies is powerless, through iWetf, to pro- 
duce ; there are stores of information of every 
kind under the sun within your reach, that 
cannot perish. -Time shall overwhelm all things 
and render mines uselesa, gems of no value. The 
thief may in an hour destroy the labour of a life 
time in accumulating a fortune, hut no power, 
short of a divine one, ran wrest the riches of a 
well-stored mind from its possessor. Again we 
say—read !—Scientific American.

Dangers from Works of Fiction.
Thus is also a danger to be guarded against, 

in young persons especially, of an over-indul
gence of imagination in reading work of fiction, 
and what ia railed “ caaile-building." Not that 
such an exercise of tbejimagination, is to be con
demned at an evil in itself, supposing, of course, 
that we avoid immoral books ; but an excess io 
the perusal of fictions is apt to disqualify any one 
for real life, by creating a distaste and disgust 
for actual everyday scenes and humble practical 
duties, which do not equal in brilliancy the ideal 
scenes and imaginary transactions of fiction. The 
heart may even become hardened against real 
objects of compassion, from our haring been too 
much occuy ied in dwelling on the elegant and 
poetical pictures of ideal distress which tales and 
poems exhibit. For, in these, a flaming excite
ment being all that is aimed at, there is, of course, 
a studied exclusion of all those homely an-1 some
times disgusting circumstances, which often ac
company real distresses, such as we are called 
upon to sympathise with, and to relieve.

And there it also a danger of our becoming 
dissatisfied with estimable friends, because they 
do not come up to the standard of heroes and 
heroines of romances. And what are usually- 
reckoned as moral tales, and are written with a 
good design, ire sometimes the most hurtful io 
this way ; for they commonly present the good 
characters as perfect, snd bad ones as fiends, both 
being quite unlike whet we meet in real life, and 
therefore serving to engender false notions. It 
it allowaMe, indeed, and right, to bestow culti
vation on the flower gardens of your mind, only 
they must not be allowed to take the place of the 
plain, but necessary corn-fields, or lead you to 
neglect their cultiration.— Whatclg.

About some Common errors in 
Speaking.

Some older persons msy find it useful to look 
over the following from cur contributor, Auna 
Hope :—

“ What a fuss some people make when they 
are sick," a child eaclaimed to me, end immedi
ately added, “ why don’t you say persons 1" you 
always do. She remembered that she had been 
told that people means a nation, and should not 
be used, at it ao often is, where persons only are
referred to----- lliy ia frequently used instead of
ill. There is no such a wold as illy. Persons 
may be ill prepared for any ocrasaioo, but they 
can never he illy prepared for anything.—Tasty 
is a vulgarism. Tasteful ia the propai word.— 
We often hear certain kinds of food spoken of 
aa healthy or unhsc.iky tor os. Vegetable» may 
be healthy or unhealthy in themselves, just us 
we may be ill or well, but for us they are health
ful or unhealthful.—humthio is sometimes used 
for something. It is not uncommon to bear hit'll, 
berin, our’n, yuur’n, their'n, instead of hit, here, 
ours, yours, theirs. These words are evidently 
contractions of, his own, her own, our own, etc., 
but they sre never proper. “ I must go up stairs 
and lie a getting ready for meeting.” Omit the 
a snd lie “ getting ready." “ 1 must b* a doing 
something,” is a kindred wrong expression. 
Just as live <s not, should be j ot it lief at noL 
Say, so far as I know, and not tor’s 1 know. I 
should like to do it, not 1 should levs to do it. 
We love that which has life. We may love a 
cow, but we muvt like beef. We cannot love 
apples and pears, and puddings and meats, but 
we may like them. We must not git them for 
our friends, although it may be very kind to get 
them. I)o not talk about reading the advertise 
ment» io s neswspsper—place the accent on ver 
and say ad-ver-tisements. Tell not your friends 
that your Charley ia a tnis-chiev-oua boy, but if 
you wish to mention the fact, you can ray that 
he it mis-chievous. if ly should try tor-art sway 
make no attempt to ketch him. Simply endeavor 
to catch him; Neither should you tell him in
ter-* e-ting stories ; those that are iu-toreating 
will please him quite a* welL If be tells you he 
would drat her go to see his aunt, you can tall 
him you would rather be should stay at home. 
If he is dissatisfied and cries, do uot say to him, 
“ What maksb you cry ?” Indeed, never change 
the sound of » into sh before the letter y, r-ris so 
frequently done. He is a nisb young men. Ash 
you please. We passli your house, etc. Do not 
say, have you lit the lamp, but have you lighted 
the lamp ? Elder and eldest are applied to per
sons, older and oldest to things. Lstss refers to 
quantity, few to numbers ; no less titan » hun
dred persons were at the party, should be, io 
fewer loan, etc. Remember that you are taught 
by others, and learn yourself. You may teach a 
child his lessons, but you cannot learn them to 
him. He learnt by his own efforts.

Young

conversation. We told him whet bed happened; ^ ^ 8ebbetil as, be honored. Loan reli- 
he raid you were right, end my wife then ™«l)gioa. books. Kneourage attendance on public 
the tract again to him and myralL Other neigh- ( wor§hip> g, „<* ashamed of Christ ; and verily 

**"* a- • *•" _ou ^ lose your reward.
3. Nagfoet nottbe dfitly reading of the Bible,

bourr eame In, and we did the asms by them. 
Tnay again the next Sabbath, and we again 
—t the Tract to them r aid now, sir, io hoTt

Massacre of Missionaries.
The Rhenish Mitsionery Society established » 

mission some years since on the island of Borneo. 
The peticulers of the ead fate of raven of the 
missionaries by the hands of the natives have 
lately been received.

We copy the following account from an Eng- 
lish publication :

Wigand, Kind, and Rott, with their wives, 
were at their houses in Tanggoban. Mr. Rott 
rose at the dawn of day to go out No aooner 
had ha opened the door than a spear was thrust l 
into hi. left bnaat Ha started be* isto thaj

Read !
Read coutinnally, only reserving such time for 

relaxation, aa the duties of life as your situation 
may require. Don’t sit with your hands folded 
and mouth open, doing nothi-.g ; these are mo
menta which you sre wasting—minutes make 
hours, hours make days snd weeks, and all com
bined are swiftly flying toward eternity. Then 
read !—read everything and anything, except 
low and trashy subjects ; there is no branch of 
art or science or of literature from which proper
ly per-tied, you msy not get some valuable in
formation. The difference between the reader 
and the sluggard, who sits in the rocking chair 
asleep of an evening, ia aa great aa the contrast 
between » fool end a sensible person ; the for
mer goes about the world, sera, hears, thinks and 
digests the result of hie observation during hia 
travels ; be will presently give these reflections 
to the world in a new and interesting shape, and 
thus make other readers. But the sluggard it 
a useless character and not worth the ink to de
scribe him. Read an almanack if you cannot 
get • piper ; end he moat be poor indeed, as the 
bard aingeth, who cannot afford a subscription 
to some journal in this age of the world. At all 
events, leave no means untried to cultivate end 
improve the spare hours which you will have 
during the winter months. If you smoke read !
_if you ere waiting somewhere on business,
take out your paper end peruse its columa ; you 
wQl toon And the advantage of the practice. We 
have a greet reputation aa a reading nation ; a 

reph west the rousda of the prees sm

Encouragement to 
Teachers.

Should any of you be called to the iroportsot 
trust of imparting instruction U) email children, 
do not, I beseech you, look upon it with dread, 
as too many have ; rather with delight, only 
fearing its immense responsibility. There ie 
scope enough in the occupation to engage your 
richest talents, brightest fancy, keenest wit», and 
profoundest thoughts ; especially nbould you 
answer all their questions, which you should 
always encourage them to ask, ,.llu«tr»tive of the 
subject before them. It may require at times 
your most active ingenuity to occupy their 
thought? and enkindle an enthusiasm ; but woen 
it is once enkindled, you will lore nothing bet
ter than to watch the expanding germ, unfold
ing like the rose-bud. It will become a joy to 
you then to witness the simplicity manifested in 
their manner of receiving truth, and their art
less way of imparting iL besides there is a 
true grandeur in that mysUriour growth and 
derelopement of the mind seen nowhere else so 
pure and plastic as with the simple-hearted 
child.— Wisconsin Jour. E.

and institutions of literature and ecu nee j I can 
see why ministers may desire to be near the great 
centres of benevolent enterprise, end contribute 
to keep the wheels in motion. There are rich \ 
facilities in cities for growth of mind and heart, 
and for promoting the great ibten ats of Chris
tianity. It was so in the Apoailes* times, whrn 
they wet* directed to begin at Jerusalem, those 
efforts which were to renovate the world. Hut 
for a man who wishes to enjoy the duxurv ot a 
pastor’s life, and consecrate himself to the pas
tor's work a pU»in country parish must present 
attractions which no city church can In
the city there are parish lines ; half a dozen 
churches may be represented in a tringle family.
The pastor of the parents may he a stranger to 
the children, who prefer other folds, while the 
servants in the house choose a different and an
tagonistic teacher from the rest.

And then the week-dnv interests of cky life 
are so manifold, urging and sbeorbii.g ; the ex
citements that keep up such quick, throbbing» 
of,the heart, and such debilitating fever» and 
chills*of the soul, are so incessant, thst church 
and parish, and sermon, and minister ufe words 
representing nothing, except on hobbath, and 
hen only for an hour or two. The clang and 

clamor of • hundred huge bells are needed every 
Sebbath morning to assure the city that there ie 
e Sabbath and a church in this busy world.

It is different in our country perish. There 
the Sabbath bell echoes m the soul ell the werk. 
There the pastor ia “ monarch of all he surveys.”
He is the pastor of families around him, not 
merely of an individual here and there. The 
greatest thing that happens in all the wvek is the 
Sabbath sermon. The pattor’s visit and prayer 
with the household is talked about for weeks. 
The funeral sen ice for • •neigbtxmr sheds a so
lemn influence far and wide, and the twll that 
sounded out its note» of death keeps tolling in 
men’s heart» for a long time. 1 have often no
ticed, wi’h greet satisfaction, this continuous in
fluence of serious things on the minds of parish
ioners, long after the immediate occasion whic’i 
impressed them had passed sway. I sooiuiuikni 
jump over the fence where one of my people U 
ploughing or sowing, and walk l>y his side, and 
almost always the conversation relates to some 
sermon which weeks b^ore impressed his mind, 
or some Providence which had occuned among 
u% and it i* pleasant to note the indications of 
frequent and well-digested thought surviving 
the lester interest* of every day affair*.

At this season of the >ear, especially, our 
country parish is rick in the co-operating infi i- 
•oce of natural scenef), and the luxuriant out
bursts of Providential goodness. The singing 
of birds, the blooming of flowt rs, the glut es of 
vegetation, the balmy atmosphere, al. combine 
to inspire thoughts and feelings in sweet harmo
ny with the teachings of the Gospel. 1 have 
sometimes wondered liow it was possible for a 
man to gaze at an apple orchard in bi assoit., and 
meditate wickedness, or refrain from serious 
thought. And though serious mtiM.tgH imtpir- 
ed by natural scenery may not be religion, suit 
they clog the wheels of sin, and corroborate the 
imprest, ions of truth and good ne a».

So, then, I am a country parson from choice, 
and thankful for the privilege of hnwvig a few 
handfuls of seed in this rude soil, where Gol 
seems so willing to bless honest toil of all kinds*

Pastoral Visits.
The ideas of the visitor and tho visited n.» 

perhaps different ; the minister is anxious to do 
good ; it is perhaps in an entirely ministerial 
point of view he pay» his visit ; but ia i .iie cases 
out of ten he can scon see that this iu not It © 
idea of the person on whom he calls. If there 
be a sick person iu cue house, then, so far us 
that individual is concerned, a religious a«pect 
may be put upon the visit y but not t o f*r us 
others are concerned. Inside the wall» of a 
place of worship is, in their idea, she place 
where a minister ought to apeak of religion \ 
but not in their houses, and not upon a week 
day. If the minister do not go, he ie thought a 
man that neglect» hi» duty ; and many worldly 
jyople are piqued at not bring puid me compli
ment of » call. If he do go they nre perhaps 
offended at his endeavours to do good ; they 
have certainly done what in them lies to wlMu 
hia time, if not to muke him aa great a tr.ti^r 
as themselves. This was f.orely irit by the ex
cellent James Hervay, wo for sc me yen* before 
his death visited very few of the principal pur- 
sons in hia neighborhood, lieing ouce asked v,ny 
he ao seldom went to see the gentlemen, who 
yet showed him all possible esteem and rusput, 
he answered : “ I can hardly name u police !«ai- 
ily where the conversation ever turn*» up n the 
things of God. I hear much frothy and « jn.ily 
chit-cbut, but not a word of Christ ; and I am 
determined not to visit those companies where 
there U not room lor my master a* wed as my- 
self.”—Fvtcer.

Good Paetote.
The good paetor wiil ii.kk L.:n*e i.cqu»iole<l 

with his flock, and with all of them. He will 
be able to adojit the language of hia I'.vine 
Master, though of courte in a lower -r .•?, " I 
Jbtoio my a beep, ami un known of mice.” He 
will become acquainted -rich them, r.o’ only so- 
ciailj, but spiritually. So far at he may, La will 
know particularly their .piiitual e^ate ; what are 
their bepez, their fear», their tria!*, their difficul
ties, their temptations, and what their «respect» 
f.,i eternity. Without aucii knowledge, hoard 
be intelligently preach, to them, or eatch over 
them, 01 bear them on bit heart in prayer ?

The qualification* "of a good pastor nre m.ioyr 
nr various, the crowning one 01 which, and thst 

without which all other» will he aa Ito’hug, i« 
inetu. The good pallor must he .' ;nous m»:i. 

Save Inyxsthekt.—He who gives to the f * . . •
Lord will in the future tiati have returned to j ' } ‘ .. " ,,
him what he give* with princely interest There j Pnrty u lovely and excellent ,o ah.taoe- tr
iait* weight of meaning iatb* intcnptton found j meats uot one of wh-h thou! J be wanting to 
io the Italian cemetery : - Here He» Etella, who l 1£Bbs»itdor cf ChritL And ; 11, il 1 ton

* ‘T-TifIM b*-j-*T t ****[■— «*• wtohldram import to

In the Long Ron.
Honesty ia the Lett policy ;
Temperance it the best life-preterrer ; 
Rett It the best phytic ;
Carefulness the bee; health protector ; 
Perseverance ia the surest victor; 
Kindness it the completes! conqueror ; 
Difficulty is the Lett schoolmaster ; 
Experience it the beat teacher ;
Trouble ia the beat man maker ; 
Frankness ia the beat friend ;
Piety ia the beat practice.

I.

■1


